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PREFACE

The quotesin thisreport are taken directly from tapes or written records of informants
satements given during the course of fieldwork. Sources for these quotes are indicated after the quotes
in parentheses. Sources referred to as "logc,” preceded by a number, indicate thet a tape was the
source. The tapes collected for this report are numbered chronologically, 1-24. Occasionaly, tape
counter numbers are included after the tape number, for example: (logl3c 398). "Side A" of the tapeis
adwaysthe referrant unless "sde b is indicated after the tape number. (i.e. log 13c sde b 398)

Sources other than tapes include fieldnotes and field (or untgped) interviews. These are
indicated by FN or FI respectively. The date on which the notes or interview were collected precedes
the code (i.e. 8-13FN). These sources can be located in the Sted Industry Heritage Archives and are
indexed by separate tables of contents for tape logs and fieldnotes.
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Fiedwork Plan
A. Geographic approach

The area assgned to me for this project included the parts of Westmoreland County west of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike, 76, and north of route 31 at Southerwood in Fayette county, excluding North
Huntingdon Township. It dso included severd chunks of Allegheny County: Elizabeth and Forward
townships, which can be consdered as "culturdly" belonging to Westmoreland County. (Dyen, persond
comm., 1992)

The geographic plan dictated that | begin with Elizabeth Borough, drive up towards Clairton and
then away from the river, inland to Elizabeth Township, then to return to the river and vist Forward
Township riversde communities such as Bunola, Elkhorn, Gdlatin and Sunnyside. Then | planned to go
through Forward Township's more rurd inland areas. Returning to the river, | would follow it on route
136, which turnsinto 906 at the borderline with Rostraver Township of Westmoreland County. Route
906 continues through Webster to Monessen. After covering those parts of the Mon areg, | intended to
turn east towards the Y oughiogheny River, going through the countryside in between and beyond it,
down through South Huntingdon Township to Smithton, Jacobs Creek, Macbeth, and Reagantown, to
East Huntingdon Township which includes Scottdale, West Overton, and Mt. Pleasant. Then | would
go north through Hunker, New Stanton, Madison, and up through Y ukon, Herminie, West Newton.

The unfolding of the plan was initidly as outlined above. However, | spent more timein the
denser population centers and lessin rura areas, mostly because it was easier to contact peoplein
denser population centers. In some places, such as Bunola and Elkhorn, there were no people on the
dreets in the afternoons, save bicydists who whizzed by, and the public buildings | could find, such as
the post office and fire gation, were closed seemingly for good, making these places rather unconducive
to fieldwork. In other places in Forward Township, such as Galatin and Sunnyside, | stopped in a bar
(Rapp's Bar in Gdlatin) and a church (Riversde Tabernacle, Galatin-Sunnyside border). | spent more
time in Elizabeth than | had originaly intended to, perhaps because that was the beginning of fidldwork
and | wanted to interview many of the contacts | made there.

Elizabeth Township ended up getting short thrift, however. One afternoon drive up Atlantic
Ave,, to south 48, past the Allegheny County Maintenance District #4 building and a stretch of
commercia properties on the highway, past afew craft shops, was my only contact with this township.
Although | did stop to talk with ayoung man selling corn on the Side of the road, he waan't from the
areg, and didn't know anyone | could talk to about it. Time did not dlow areturn visit, as | was eager to
proceed down through Forward Township and to get into Westmoreland County. | did talk briefly,
however, with one woman from Elizabeth Township, my firg contact, Carolyn Muszynski, a volunteer
a the Elizabeth Borough Library. Researchers who want to investigate Elizabeth Township more deeply
might start with her, and also might vist the Central Volunteer Fire Company on south 48.



A. Geographic Approach
1. Sites Visited

The aforementioned dtes are the locations | visited in Forward and Elizabeth Townships. Sites
in Westmoreland County included: Webster, Fellsburg, Monessen, Jacobs Creek, Smithton,
Centerville, Macheth, Reagantown, Scottdale, Mt. Pleasant, West Bethany, Ruffsdde, Tarrs, West
Bethany, Mendon, Wyano, Y ukon, Herminie, West Newton, Hunker, New Stanton, Greensburg,
Hecla and Norvdt. The geographic fidd plan shifted to include the last three Stes because | thought a
vigt to the Westmoreland County seet, Greensburg, was important both to get a better picture of the
areaand to get lists of countywide activities and county maps; | dso attended the Westmoreland
County fair near Greensburg, in Norvelt.

B. Ethnographic Approach

This project's main am was the cultural preservation of important occupational, ethnic, religious
and socid aspects of the region. | designed an interview guiddine which would reved: occupationa
changes, socid arrangements, the interaction of community groups, socia networks, religious and ethnic
identifications, and the peoplée's rdationships to the land, history, and environment of the area. | dso
wanted to discover what issues and concerns are important to the resdentsin the area. | planned to
gpproach data collection through: interviewing, "windshied anthropology,” and participant observation.
"Windshidd anthropology" entails learning about the built and intangible culturd scenes by driving
through and around the target areas. Participant observation includes participating in and observing
community events and activities such as festivals and the mundane scenes of everyday life: buying items
in convenience stores, getting gas, having adrink a the bars, and walking around on the streets.

The firg phase of the fiddwork plan involved spending severd days collecting and reading
archival materidsto get agenerd idea of the history and other features of the region I'd be working in. |
went to the University of Fittsourgh's Hillman library and was able to get severa informative books on
Westmoreland County. Other archiva materiaswhich | used (included in the reference list) were
gathered as | went dong; for ingtance, three books were lent to me by Bill Boucher in Elizabeth, one by
Terry Neccia in Monongahela, and one by Bill Garber in Jacobs Creek. | aso read materias provided
to me by the Stedl Industry Heritage Corporation from their files, such astheir copy of Southwestern
Pennsylvanias issue on Monessen. | reviewed lists of contacts, events, and possible interview questions
from SHC files.

The second phase was to involve "windshield anthropology"; driving around my generd area
and getting afed for the built culturd environment, identifying churches, ethnic organizations, the layout
of the towns and rura aress, businesses, fraternd hdls, etc. Thiswasto be adifficult task for me, as|
was congtantly tempted to stop in places and look around, and it wasn't until the end of my fieldwork
phase that | covered most of my areain a"windshield" approach.

What worked best for me in this project was to drive to atown or populated area, get out,
walk around, take pictures, write descriptions of what | saw, and meet people. Serendipity played abig
part in thisasin any anthropological undertaking. | would meet someone who happened to know
someone | Smply mug talk to, and they knew someone, and so on. Thiskind of snowbdl networking
was how | met most of my informants; others | was referred to by Kim Falk, or met through community
events.

The third phase was to be developing contacts in whatever way | could; entering grocery stores,
bars, restaurants, post offices, convenience stores, libraries, and municipa buildings, and then
interviewing them in depth about their communities, their rolesin their communities and issues and
concerns which are important to them. In redlity, as mentioned, | combined the second and third phases



or gpproaches. My first few contacts were unstructured interviews; | asked questions which popped
into my head about my surroundings and the community, or what they did in the community. For the rest
of theinterviews, | used ainterview outline to guide but not formally structure the interviews. Questions
were mostly open-ended, and | pursued any interesting leads informants offered. | taped Sixteen
interviews, did thirteen untaped, written interviews (usualy either because the person refused to be
taped but alowed me or asked me to write their story/concerns, or because of the circumstances; they
were working, it was too noisy, etc.), and at least eight shorter written interviews which were more
conversationd and informa. A chronologica description of fiddwork isincluded in my field log.

Given the survey nature of this project which emphasized covering alarge geographic areaiin a
short period of time, my results and conclusions are necessarily more impressionigtic than they would
have been in alonger, more in-depth research project. Nonetheless, the data |l collected from the forty
or fifty people | spoke to and the places | visited presents a picture of the current resdents reslient
adaptation to the ared's depressed occupationa and economic Situation; these are people holding on to
the cultura legaciestheir parents and grandparents created by encouraging and working for new
development, preservation, and education.

Il Elizabeth

A. Geography

Elizabeth is located on the Monongahela River, about fourteen miles from Pittsburgh on route
51. It can dso be approached from route 22 or 30. A cheery white sign with red houses welcomes you
to "Elizabeth, aMid-Mon Valey Town" asyou veer right off of 51 onto Market Street. You find
yoursdf immediately in the heart of town, as you pass a pizza store on the |eft in the Elizabeth Hotdl, a
bar on the right, the Engine No. 2, a Moose lodge with an old wooden bench in frort of it |ettered
"Independent Order of Odd Fellows Old Monongahela Lodge 209" and come to a stoplight. Ahead,
Third Avenue crosses your peth; the next street is Second Avenue. The Elizabeth Library, run entirely
by volunteers, is on the corner of Second Avenue, opposite the dark green brick of the Shamrock
Restaurant and bar.

One dreet down and you're on Water St., which boasts the expensive firehal building used for
its profitable Bingo games, and is aong the waterfront, above the Riverfront Park. Turning on Second
Ave,, which dong with Third is the main hub of the smal town, population 1,610 (1990 state census),
one passes the Sportsmen's bar and State Legidator Dave Levdansky's office, the Cdvary Temple
Church, and Rockwell's Red Lion Restaurant, with itstall white pillars and Britis style Red Lion flag.

The "five and ten" on the other sde of the street, Murphy's, is now a vacant sorefront. Further
down is a Barton's Flowers and gifts store, and afew other retail stores. If one continues straight, one
faces adead end onto someone's property; to the right lie railroad tracks and a dirt road, Upper Mill
Street, dong the river. Making aleft and then aright would take one aong the Scenic River Road, 136,
further into Forward Township.

Continuing up Second Ave. takes one past the post office, the United Methodist Church,
(1790-1990), and Jay H. Feldstein's attorney-at-law office. Thereis a Graham's auto service and anall
and hair sdlon in abrick house with afancy turquoise turret. The narrow streets are lined with old-style
black lamppost-greetlights which add to the cozy smdl-town amosphere. Thetown isliberaly
sprinkled with wood- paneled houses in turquoise-green and blue-gray.

Third . is the home of the First Presbytarian Church and the Elizabeth Elementary School.
Across from the school isthe Municipd building, asmal convenience store cdled "Lou's Place” and the
Senior Center. Crossing Market St. takes you past the ramp to 51, towards the new BP station and
Rite Aid Pharmacy. Opposite that is the Bethseda Presbytarian Church, and beyond that is Clairton, a
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mile or two further on, and Elizabeth Township, which liesto the right, before Clairton, on Atlantic Ave.
and south 48. Returning back through Elizabeth on Third S., past the BP, one encounters asign
"Elizabeth's Busness Didrict”, and Marlene's Dance Studio. Thereis one pharmacy and awomen's
clothing store in the business didrict. The community isa"bedroom community™, with no industry and
little retail. Pizza sores, bars and restaurants dominate the town's business area. Most of the town's
African American resdents live in an area not far from the BP gtation which they cdl "the Hollow" and
the town'swhite resdents call "Rilfershire’. An agphdt road cuts through this area to an areawith mostly
white residents above it on the hill. For a more specific geographic layout, refer to the map of Elizabeth
included with the fieldworker's fidld materias at the SIHC archives.

B. History

1. Elizabeth and the Monongahela River

Elizabeth's higtory isinextricably intertwined with that of the Monongahda River.
"Monongahdd' is a Ddaware Indian name meaning "the river with high bankswhich fal in." (Wiley,
1937, p. 17) The Mon is one of the few important riversin the United States whose course is
northwards, and its length is over two hundred miles. (Wiley, 1937) Its chief affluent isthe
Y oughiogheny River, which is the main body of water in Westmoreland County. (Wiley, 1937: p. 14)

The Mon'stota freight tonnage was the grestest of dl the riversin the United States, and it was
one of thefirgt riversto receive dams and locks. Indeed, the Mon was the first river on which the United
States Government ingtalled a complete lock and dam system. The presence of the Mon River enabled
its surrounding region, then known as the "Monongahela Country” (Wiley, 1937: 1) to become one of
the foremogt regions in the country in the mining and shipping of bituminous cod. (Wiley, 1937: 13)

2. Early Inhabitants

The earliest known inhabitants of the Mon region around Elizabeth were the Delaware Indians,
the Shawnees, and the Iroquois, who were crowding the former two peoples out of the western
Pennsylvaniaregion claming it by conquest. Archaeologicd excavations have reveded even earlier
inhabitants who were caled "mound-builders’ (Wiley, 1936:3) by higtoriansin reference to the
mounded-earth burid places they left behind. These ancient people are believed to be related to the
region's Indian population but neither the early Indians nor the early white settlers knew who they were.

Higtorian Wiley condudes that Elizabeth itsdf is"wholly lacking in Indian higtory." (Wiley,
1936:9) because of the lack of permanent Indian villages in the Mon valey around Elizabeth a the time
of white settlement. The Indiansin this area, unlike those sedentary tribes inhabiting the Ohio and
Allegheny river valeys, were nomadic, probably hunting-and-gathering or horticultura peoples. There
also was no record of IndianEuropean war in the area, which, Wiley states, remained "west of the
Monongahela and east of the Y oughiogheny.” (Wiley, 1936:9)

White settlement began in Southwestern Pennsylvaniain the middle of the eighteenth century. In
1753 Frazer, atrader with the Indians, moved to Turtle Creek. He was a supporter of the Penn
provincia government. Christopher Gist, an agent of the Ohio company who supported the colonia
government of Virginia, also moved to Southwestern Pennsylvaniathat year, to the present Fayette
County. In 1768 the British purchased the Western Pennsylvania territory from the Iroquois. (Wiley,
1936:14)

Many of the early settlersin Elizabeth after the Revolutionary War were Scotch Irish, origindly
farmers, most of whom were paid in land for their services in the war. The Germans followed not long
behind them, some of them farmers, others merchants. After 1820, the beginning of the Industria
Revolution, the first wave of immigration into Elizabeth and the surrounding area began. This wave
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congsted of English, Germans, and Italians who knew how to make iron and set up "cottage industries’
with furnaces in the woods. (log5c 108) The second wave of immigration, Eastern Europeans such as
Sovaks and Poles, came as factories were established on alarger scae. African- Americans immigrated
to the areato work in the factories after the Civil War.

3. Elizabeth region's early industries

Elizabeth town, established in 1787, was named after Elizabeth Mackay, the wife of Colond
Bayard. The colond and Elizabeth's brother, Samue Mackay, purchased Greenoch from Donald
Munro, a Scotsman, and established the town. Elizabeth town was incorporated as a borough on April
2,1834. (Wiley, 1936:83)

Elizabeth's pogition on the Mon was ingrumentd in establishing one of its most important early
indugtries, boat building. Elizabeth's boat- building history began around the beginning of the 19th
century.

The Monongahela Farmer, built in 1800, was one of the first oceangoing vessels built in
Elizabeth. 1t was financed through the M onongahda Company, which conssted of twenty resdents who
each contributed one hundred dollars to the capital stock and hired John Scott to draw the vessdl's plan.
Captain John Walker was the "master and Supercargo” (Wiley, 1936: 61) of the vessel which took
barrds of flour, hemp, flax, and five-hundred barrels of whiskey on its fourteen-month trip to New
Orleans. The Monongahela Farmer was sold and made a salling vessdl after successfully completing its
long journey.

Among the more famous and prestigious rivercraft built at Elizabeth were the two "pirogues-
large vessels of the log canoe type- built for the historic expedition of Lewis and Clark, to the far
Northwest, under the recommendation of President Thomas Jefferson. . . in 1803." (Wiley, 1936:68)

Boat building followed agradud evolution of forms: from the Indian-style log canoes to pirogues
to bateaus (vessdls with squared ends) to flatboats, keelboats, and oceangoing ships and then to the
seamboat. The beginning of eamboat building in Elizabeth has been identified as around 1824- 26;
however, evidence suggests that at least one steamboat, the Western Navigator, was built a decade
earlier. (Wiley, 1936:70) The keelboat remained popular some thirty years after the introduction of the
steamboat because of its greater maneuver-ability. The steamboat industry faded because of
increasingly scarce timber, the subgtitution of sted for wood in the congtruction of river vessels, the
congruction of the Pennsylvania Railroad bridge below Dam No. 2 which restricted the possible size of
the boat hulls, and rapid railway expanson. (Wiley, 1936:82) There was a brief reviva of the boat
industry with the coa boom, and then it faded once more. However, Elizabeth's present Consolidated
Coal's Marine Works has been operating continuoudy since 1887 and it is ill to Elizabeth that boats
such asthe Gateway Clipper are sent for repairs.

By 1836 Elizabeth's industries already included: three steamboat yards, two steam saw-mills
one water saw-mill, a green-glass manufactory, and awoolen mill. (Wiley, 1936:100)

Cod mining and shipping was not common & this time; wood was commonly used for domestic
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purposes. Mining for shipment began in West Elizabeth in 1842 in the Owen and IThmsen Works. The
coa "was used in the firm's glass factory in Fittsourgh” (Wiley, 1936:135) Thisworks was bought by
James O'Nell, and grew into O'Neil and Company, which later made the Elizabeth areaa center of cod
production.

By 1888, there were saven millsin the immediate area, which employed 1,777 menin the
mining industry itself, 259 in boat building and repair, and another 100 as seamboamen. (Wiley,
1936:141) These companies merged in 1899 into the Monongahela River Consolidated Coal and Coke
Company, which became the Rittsburgh Coad Company early in the 20th century.

Coke dso played asmadl part in the Elizabeth region's early indudtrid higtory. Therewere afew
beehive ovens run by Connelly Brothers between Elizabeth and Clairton, and some others run by John
A. Wood and Son across from the Conndly plant.

The development of the sted and coke industry in Clairton in the early 1900s grestly
contributed to Elizabeth's prosperity. Elizabeth had become, however, mostly a"residence town™ by the
1930s, the time in which Wiley wrote his history of Elizabeth.

4. The Centennial

On July 1, Sunday, 1934, the hundred-year anniversary of Elizabeth's incorporation as a
borough was celebrated in afour day community festival. Thisfestiva featured a teamboat parade of
twenty steamboats, athletic events, a historica pageant, and a historica parade with covered wagons
and replicas of early churches, pioneer forts, and Indian and early settler representatives. (Wiley, 1936:
167) Thisevent is dill sdient even to some younger Elizabeth resdents as a source of community
identity and pride. (8-11FN)

5. Religious History

Thefirg churchesin Western Pennsylvaniawerein the rurd aress. The first church near
Elizabeth was the Round Hill Presbyterian, founded in 1778, three miles out of Elizabeth. (Wiley,
1936:207) Bethesda Church, a United Presbyterian church, was founded in Elizabeth Township in 1782
by "Dissenters.” It was cdled the "Forks of Y ough Associate Reformed Meeting-House' until 1832.
When the United Presbyterian Denomination formed in 1858, incorporating the Associate Reformed
into its ranks, the Bethesda Church joined the denomination. A branch of this church formed the First
United Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth in 1895, which till exigts there today.

Seven miles south of Elizabeth, a Methodist Episcopd church, Fdll's Church, was established in
1792. Members of that church were instrumenta in establishing a Methodist churchin 1832 in
Elizabeth, which was succeeded in 1885 by the present Methodist church on Second Avenue and
Walnut Street. (Wiley, 1936: 212)

Elizabeth's Baptist church was formed as an offshoot of the Sdlem Church in Rostraver
Township in 1832. Its present building was dedicated on July 24, 1892.

The origins of Catholiciam in Elizabeth goes back to the services of the Roman Catholic
chaplains who came with French regiments from Canada. In 1851, "the great churchbuilding year",
(Wiley, 1936:214) a Cathaolic church, St. Michad's, was built on Fifth Avenue and Wanut Street in
Elizabeth. By 1908 missons were established a Monongahela, Finleyville, and Clairton.

The African- American community in Elizabeth began planning an African Methodist Episcopa
church in the 1850s. They were financidly unable to complete the church until 1871, however. In the
1930s, severd other African- American churches were established. An African Baptist church was
established in the early 1900s in the Fallen Timber Hollow didtrict, "where it has had a struggling
exigence." (Wiley, 1936:214) The fate of this church was the source of controversy and tension
between Elizabeth's African- American and white communities whose effects linger on today. (see D. 2.



12

The African- American community of "Pilfershire” in thisreport) Another African- American churchin
Elizabeth, the Friendship Baptist, which met in rented property, was established in the 1930s.

A Pilgrim Holiness Church, Methodist Protestant Church, Cumberland Presbyterian, the
McCoyite Church, and the Monongahela congregation of Covenanters, or Reformed Presbyterians, are
al Elizabeth churches dso mentioned by Wiley. These, however, have dl dissppeared. (Wiley,
1936:214)

C. Present Religious Activitiesin Elizabeth Borough

All of the churches in Elizabeth are quite active. The present Methodist church, discussed in the
previous section, offers day-care services. The Baptist church has aweekly sing-a-longinwhich
"everyone from dl the churches who likes to sing gets together.” (log5h-¢ 106) Members of the two
Presbyterian churchesin town and the one outside of town come together for women's and men's
groups activities such as breskfasts,

Despite the dozen or so Jewish residents in town, there has never been a synagogue in the
vicinity; Jewish resdents may go to McKeesport or to Pleasant Hills to worship, if they dogo at dl.

Thereis an active African Methodist Episcopaian parish in town, and thereis an interesting
story surrounding the demise of the other African-American church in town, which was Baptist. Asthis
gory shedslight on African American/white interactions in Elizabeth, | will discussthisissuein the
following section on "Filfershire”

Another Elizabeth group which has been deprived of their church is the Catholic community.
The Catholics who worshipped at St. Michad's were mostly Elizabeth's Irish and Itdian resdents. This
church was moved into Elizabeth Township. An Elizabeth resdent told me that "it used to be up on the
hill but they moved it out to the country . . . because they said they had more parishioners out there but
our people didn't agree. They fought 'em- they even took it to the Pope, but it didn't work. So alot of
them quit the congregation, just went esewhere. . . inthe Mon Valey." James McNaell, the owner of
Elizabeth's Shamrock Restaurant, was one of those affected by the move: "We were upset they moved
it out. Now | go to St. Joseph'sin Clairton, or in Southsde sometimes.” (8-17FN)

The Catholic Church's tendency to close, merge, and move churches, causing sorms of
parishoners protests, is aso evident in Monessen and probably in other areas which | didn't investigate.

| will discuss the Monessen Catholic merger in the section on religious groups in Monessen.

None of the members affected by the mergers and moves in ether Elizabeth or Monessen
agreed with the Bishop's assartions that they were needed, and some, as obvious from the above
quotes, were angry enough to worship elsewhere. This pattern created by the Catholic churchisadap
in the face to people who are dready faced with declining industry, retail, and employment prospects.
Losng traditiond ethnic and religious ingtitutions and groups has been particularly devastating to older
members of the community. At the sametime, it is an unfortunately vivid demongration of how closdly
ethnic and rdligious affiliations, identifications and involvements are intertwined with a region's economic
and demographic patterns.

D. Ethnic/racial groups

An Elizabeth resident, when asked what kind of ethnic groups were in town, shrugged and
replied: "Were sort of aHeinz 57." (loglc) This resident dso didn't think the churches were tied to any
ethnic effiliation. Bill Boucher described Elizabeth as "a truly homogeneous community- everyone kind
of livestogether- dthough thereis an Afro-American section.” (log6c) He felt that the Presbyterian
churches were mostly Scotch-Irish, and the Catholic church (which was moved to the township) was
atended mainly by Irish and Itdians.
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1. The Irish Community

A woman | spoke with from Elizabeth Township didn't redize there were any Irish peoplein
town, despite the Shamrock restaurant, which she thought had been built recently. James McNell, the
owner of the Shamrock restaurant, bar, and catering business, told me: "there aren't awhole lot of Irish
living here. My brother over there, Rod, works for the county. . . and runs the Loyal Order of Moose."
( 8-17 fiddnotes) Although the few Irish people in town do gather a the Shamrock, it isaso known as
abar for sports fans of about thirty to forty years of age. Janes McNeil told me that Irish people driving
through town will stop for adrink. He says that he will always stop at a Shamrock or Kelley's Bar when
he's driving somewhere and sees one, too, just to stop in and say hello.

Irish culturd activitiesinclude "having ared good time on . Patrick's Day" being "abig
follower of Notre Dame" and occasiondly making Irish slew and bread in the restaurant. James so
belongs to the Ancient Order of Hibernians, an Irish socid organization, mostly for men, in Homestead,
but will transfer his membership soon to Monroeville. He goes there once aweek with friends from
town. The onein Clairton "died", he told me.

2. Ethnic/racial relations

The generd consensus of Elizabeth's white population seemed to be that what little ethnic and
racid tendon thereis now in Elizabeth is minimd, but thet there had been some discrimingtion in the
past.

Bill Boucher's mother told me that to get into the Masons or its women's sister organization,
Eastern Star, that "your mother had to belong to Eastern Star and your father to the Masons. Never get
aJewish or Catholicin there." (log6c 424)

The fraternd hals exclusve nature apparently provided fertile ground for prgjudicia exluson;
new members had to be voted in and accepted by the entire membership. Bill said that "at one time
there was a story about Jay Feldstein, a Jew, one of the lawyers in town, who couldn't get into the Lions
Club, but now the Lions Club has Black members. . . that was in the sixties." (logéc 382) "The first
Black member was accepted into the firehdl two years ago, but the first woman only three years ago,
S0 if there are those things [discrimination] they tend to be whittled away over time." (ibid 397)

However, Bill conceded that others might Hill fed discrimination: "Like Mrs. Cotton was saying.
.. shelooksat it asaracialy motivated decison, you cantdl. . . " (log6c 397)

He dismissed it as something that happened almost twenty years ago, not redly relevant today. But the
story he went on to tell and show me of Elizabeth's African American community convinced me thet the
African Americansin Elizabeth don't entirdly agree with his viewpoint.

3. The African-American Community of " Pilfershire"

"Rlfershire” Bill and another resident pointed out, means "thieves village." That, they sad, is
what Elizabeth's African-American areaiscdled. In R.T. Wiley's 1936 book on Elizabeth's history,
however, | found no mention of this name; the areais referred to as "the Fallen Timber Hollow digtrict.”
(Wiley, 1936: 214) Possibly the name took hold after the book was written. In any case, the name
obvioudy pointsto past discrimination. Noone was able to tell me where and when the name came
about. Toby, an African- American man who owns a Toby's Auto Service in Elizabeth, told me that
there had been arguments about the name "Rilfershire” and it wasn't a name its African American
residents liked. He recommended that | look at city council records, which should have an account of
the discussions which took place on that subject.

Although the relationships between whites and African Americansin Elizabeth may be better
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now, at least from the whites perspective, ther living Stuation reflects not only past but present biases,
in the unwillingness of the city council to spend money on amainly African American areaof town. Bill
told me: "There's no sewage in the Hollow, and one road isn't paved, so once ayear they cometo
council and say 'you don't pave the road 'cause you want al the white folks up on the hill and. . . and
they say 'we will pave your road at some point.' The reason they can't be in the sawage is because
they'rein the flood plain; again, the lower end of town. . . but it's so miniscule, the conflict that comes
about racidly.” (logéc sde b 419) He pointed out, in contrast, that the Stuation in Clairton, right across
theriver, "is pretty bad. . . alot of racial tengon. . . amurder amonth over there.”

Toby laughed cynicdly when | repegated Bill's flood-plain argument to him. He said: " if you take
alook at atopographica map of Elizabeth you'll see that some of the streetsin Elizabeth have alower
elevation than the Hollow. They just used that as an excuse. They paved aroad that goes right through
the Hollow to the top of the hill where awhite community is, but they didn't bother to pave the rest of
the streets in the hollow. They could have done that just with the materid they ended up throwing
away!" (12-24FN)

Bill Boucher drove me to the Hollow/"Rilfershire.” | was shocked at the overgrown, neglected
ar of the area; weeds grew in vacant lots, most of the buildings were somewhat ramshackle, and here
and there afew outhouses were till scattered throughout the area. | was shown the now condemned
African Baptist Church, which isin ahopelesdy irreparable sate. | took afew black and white pictures
of the church. A leaflet | picked up from the floor was dated 1966; the schedule of meetings and
servicesfor that year showed afull, busy schedule, not that of a church whose congregation was
inactive.

Toby had told me that the church had belonged to the Cottons, that they had cdled it "their”
church, and that most of the members had been Cotton family members. However, both he and his
friend had belonged to this church a one time and he had sung in the choir. He snickered when | told
him awhite informant had suggested that the African Baptist church had merged with the African
Methodist- Episcopaian church. "Nah, they didn't merge, no way. The Baptist is more lively-like, Snging
and that. The Methodists are more serious- like' (12-24FN).

| firgt heard about this church when | was interviewing Bill Boucher in his family-run insurance
office. He told me that the African Baptist Church had been closed because the building was unsafe and
had been condemned. An old member of the church, Myrtle Cotton, was standing in the office as we
spoke about it, and Bill asked her why it was shut down. The ensuing conversation revealed her
bitterness at what she perceived asracid discriminaion. The following is her explanation of the events,
which | pieced together as anarretive:

"Whenever everybody died [from the congregation] | tried to sdl the church. . . because we
couldn't keep it up with ajust ahandful of people. . . | wanted to sdll the church. . . everything in it and
the right to be minister to aminister from Blydale. . . the congregation he would have brought with him
and our congregation would have been able to continue the church. . . the council down here. . . said we
couldn't sl it, then nobody did adarn thing in that church. . . there was never any reason for what they
did. . . dl they had to say was look they wanted something else done to the church but there was
nothing to be done. . . | don't know the redl reason, but it stinks, whatever it is. . . our billswere dl paid.
.. we had just remodeled and the minister was going to reimburse us. . . dl we had to pay were our
taxes. . . | never heard anybody paying taxes on a church before in the first place, they shouldn't have
been paid, but thisiswhat they're saying. . . it'sjust alot of baoney, that'sdl itis, | don't care what they
say, and how they cover up, try to make it smell differently, it doesnt” (log6c 253-343).

At one point, when she'd stopped spesking to usto talk to Mrs. Boucher, Bill saidto me™ ok
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S0 they didn't merge- but they did. So the congregation got too old. That was interesting.” His reaction
plainly indicated that he didn't quite understand or believe Mrs. Cotton's rendering of the events. She
turned to us on her way out the door and said "No, that's wrong, why don't you just put the truth down
there. The fact isthat that church would have been there . . . al these many years." Shereiterated and
explained part of her story quoted above. When she | €ft the store, Bill looked at me knowingly and said:
" I'll take you over there and then you can see for yourself* (logéc 343).

So the story of the African Baptist Church in the Hollow, which Wiley spoke of as having "a
Sruggling exisience," remains a somewhat confusing issue for me. It definitely was not a clear cut
"merger” in any sense, as Bill believes, Firgt of dl, the churches were of two different denominations,
Baptist and Methodist Episcopalian. Secondly, both Myrtle and Toby concurred that there had been no
merger. Thirdly, Myrtle told us that she attends church with a friend, another past member, in
McKeesport, not in the other "African” church in Elizabeth. The mogt sdient factor for Myrtlein her
religious practices seems to be denomination, (Baptist) rather than racid affiliations, as Bill assumed.

| asked Bill if he thought the decision not to alow her to sdl the church was racialy motivated.
He denied that she was refused permission to sal: "It wasn't that they didn't dlow her to sdll that
building, they probably condemned it for safety reasons. The guy that's a safety inspector intown isa
very far guy. . . but there were red hazards. Her view of it isracia but in actudity iswas not" (logéc
485).

The very contradiction of their two viewpoints, however, isillugrative of conflicts and concerns
which are sgnificant to members of the African- American community in Elizabeth, if not for the white
community. Further interviews of Myrtle Cotton, other past members of the African Baptist Church, and
of council members who had made the decision gpproximately twenty years ago to refuse her request,
would help to untangle what "redly" happened. The events may lie somewhere between the opposing
views.

E. Hangouts and Social Organizationsin Elizabeth

Rockwdl's Restaurant is "akind of coffee club. . . where the news of the day gets discussed.”

(logéc sde b 088) One resident told me that the now vacant five-and-ten (Murphy's) used to be ahang
out, and that "theres redlly no place to hang out any more." (8-11FN) She said that people "try" to hang
out in Lou's Place (a candy/convenience store) but thet it "doesn't really work." However, when
pressed, she told me that people hang out in Rockwell's and the bars.

Another resident said that the Shamrock is where people in their thirtieswho are interested in
gports hang out. The Shamrock's role in the community is that of solidarity promoter and service
organization, in addition to itsrole as casud "hangout.”
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Examples of its activitiesinclude "Fantasy Footbal" games, a Heart Fund drive for heart patients
which initidly raised money for Steve Courson, aformer Pittsburgh Steder, and now is raising money
for an Elizabeth resident who needs smilar heart surgery. The Shamrock aso sponsors an annud golf
tournament.

Thefirehdl holds "bingo nights,” which "bingo mamas' and "dl different” people (“older people,
younger people, men, women') frequent. (loglc, 032) Regular bingo goers are thought of by some as
"not red intdligent,” as"little old ladies with time to kill" or younger people who "have nothing better to
do." (log6e,side b, 019-049)

Thefirehdl dso runs abar, and praofits from the bingo are invested not only in buying new fire
equipment, but dso into the bar itsalf. It is the richest organization in the municipaity. According to one
informant, the people who join the firehdl are "mechanics, gearheads’ who have a"firefighter mentality.”

The Riverfront Park is a hangout for people of any age; people fish, older people St on the
benches and talk, young kids hang out in groups here and there.

The fraternd hdls are dso important gathering places; most of them have bars. So in addition to
the bar a thefirehdl, the bar at Engine No. 2 (which was opened by an ex-firehdl manager accused of
embezzling firehal funds), the Elizabeth Hotel, the Shamrock, the Sportsmen's Bar, and Rockwel's,
there isthe Loya Order of the Moose, in which they drink "moosemilk” (beer) at most socia occasions,
the Elks (which isa"Colored" lodge-refer to logée) and the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Other fraternd organizations in town include the Rebekah lodge of the Oddfellows and the
Masonic lodge. Bill Boucher distinguished these as "true”’ fraternds in thet they are more ritudigtic than
the "anima" fraternals such as Moose, Owils, etc. Both types of fraternas fund raise for foundations;
fraternals such as the Moose and Owls tend to have bars and to be more inclusive. (log 6¢)

Elizabeth dso has aLions Club and a Rotary club which are service organizations for the
community; the Lions Club runs an eye mobile, and the Rotary Club has a scholarship for high school
students. Other clubs include a Women's club, an American Legion, and a Chamber of Commerce.

There are dso many active groups afiliated with the churchesin Elizabeth such as youth groups,
Boyscouts, Christian Women's Groups, and bible school and class activities.

F. Concerns and I ssues

The dramétic decline of industry in the area which turned Elizabeth into a "bedroom” or
"residence" community with few nearby opportunities for employment has affected Elizabeth in severd
important ways. First, the declining population has contributed to one church closing (the African Baptist
Church) and one church (St. Michael's) moving to a more popul ated area (as discussed above).

The loss of indtitutions such as churches and services is of grave concern to Elizabeth resdents.
Thedaosang of their "five-and- ten", Murphy's, the State Liquor Store, and many other retail stores has
affected the mood, economic situation, and the pattern of daily lives. As James McNell said, "I dontt
even have a place here in town to buy thumbtacks or nailsif | need them. | have to go somewhere dse
to get it, out of my way."

The current trend of retail and other ingtitutions moving out to the township and other areas
haunts parents of school-age children in particular for an additiona reason. They are afraid that the last
schoal in Elizabeth, the dementary school, might be moved out to the township as the Elizabeth high
school and two dementary schools were in the "schoal didrict jointure’ which took place fifty years
ago.

The ramifications of the jointure weren't felt until recently, with the school mergers. One woman
concerned about the fate of the last schoal in town told me: "We managed to keep holding them off until
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now every time they think about it, but. . . they moved [the other schools] out of town and now our kids
have to be bused. Our little kids like to walk to school, and they can walk to schoal; the school here
goes up to sixth grade." (logcl 209)

This woman expressed afear of being "swallowed up" by the township, losing the police force
and the municipa services. This would change the socid nature of the community dragtically. "A lot of
our control is because the policemen know the kids, and if they do something, the policemen can go to
the kid and say 'Hey, stop doing that!" If we get aregiona force in here that doesn't know the kids, they
cant do that. . . if they do something, they don't fine them, like when they graffitied the gazebo down the
river and he made them sand it down. He knows the kids, so he knew who did it." (loglc 326)

She dso believes that services such as paving the street and neighborhood services would be
cut if the Elizabeth municipdity was absorbed into the township.

Severd Elizabeth residents were concerned about Elizabeth's small tax base. The fact that the
town isonly .52 sguare miles and has seven churches makes it "fourth in the county for being tax
exempt." (8-11FN) Limiting the borough's cash flow even further isthe fact that the existing tax baseis
built on "little old ladies in ten room brick houses. . . who only get Socid Security checks, and who
gpend very little in town as opposed to afamily of eight.”(log6c 168 sde B) One resdent lamented the
fact that the community has to worry about whether the infrastructure, which is very old, can be repaired
because of the lack of tax money.

Elizabeth residents have been quick to point out the positive aspects of their smal residentia
town: "everyone getsdong,” therés alow crime rate mainly due to a neighborhood watch program, and
itsa"nicelittle city.” However, they regret the withdrawd of industry and retail, and the fact that
Elizabeth is"rapidly becoming a service digtrict of doctors, insurance, lawyers, plumbers. . ." (logéc Sde
b 136)

Despite Elizabeth's pogt-indudtria |0ss of sarvices, retail establishments and its mergers and
possible mergers of schools, churches, the police force, etc., the resdents | talked to were hopeful
about the future. James McNell istraining his son to carry on the Shamrock family business, and Orrie
Rockwell 111 of the Red Lion is being groomed as chef and future heir of hisfamily busness. The
Bouchers are a'so afamily operation, as are some other businesses in town.

Elizabeth residents base their optimism on the possibility of new development, and severd of the
projects they told me of were not only quite feasible, but are under present consideration for
implementation. Elizabeth resdents are pinning their hopes for economic revival and community stability
mainly on tourism.

The resdents | talked to dl suggested the development of tourism; Orrie Rockwell recdled the
Centennid cdlebration of 1934 and remarked that something smilar which would draw large crowds,
but on a continua bas's, would be good for the town. (8-11FN) One possible way to increase tourism,
Bill Boucher pointed out, is the development of the river as arecreationd foca point, creating a"New
Englandy” atimosphere, "where alot of resdents have aboat down at the marina”(log6c 059) He a'so
suggested bringing alot of antique shopsinto town to "make Elizabeth a destination, like Ligioner." (ibid)

An interesting project whose plans are being discussed now is the possible congtruction of a
"glassworks' park a the Ste of the old water company. When the water company moved, they donated
their land to Elizabeth, but dictated that it be made a park named after the head of the company, James
LaFrankie, who was originally from Elizabeth. The water company’s deed arbitrators are therefore
opposed to Elizabeth's plan to build "an artist colony™ there. Negotiations are under way to accomodate
the clause and a the same time establish the project; one informant argued "it would still be apark, it's
not going to beindudtrid.” (loglc 213) The successful establishment of this project would draw "little
shops' (loglc 213) and tourism to Elizabeth, giving it a much needed economic boost.
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Il Forward Township, Mon Valley region
A. Early Industries

The Monongahda River played an instrumentd role in the indudtrid activities of the communities
aong its shores. In addition to boat-building and glass-making indudtries, there were flour and whiskey
production, wool mills, tanneries, lumberyards, limestone quarries, paper-making mills, pottery,
saltworks, iron-ore mining, and of course coa mines, sted mills and coke works. Natural gas was found
in the 1890sin Elizabeth and was till being produced at the when Wiley wrote his book (1937). Gas
displaced cod for awhile in some manufacturing indudtries, particularly in glass making.

The Monongahela River was the site of much cod trading and shipping activity, and dl of the
region along the river was in some way affected by this.

Mogt of thelittle towns | visited aong route 136, such as Elkhorn, Bunola, and Gallatin were
origindly coad mining towns rather than coke- or steel-based towns. They were later greatly influenced
by the Clairton Coke and Stedd Works which opened up the river from Elizabeth in 1918, and the
Combustion Engineering and Axleton Mill which stretches from East Monongaheato Gdlatin. More
recently, the Chemply Chemica Divison of E and E (US) Inc. is an employer, but certainly not on the
same scae.

In 1899 the Monongahela River Consolidated Cod and Coke Company was organized,
encompassing dmogt dl of the holdings of companies "engaged in the coa business of theriver. . .
mines, cod in the hills, aout 100 towboats and tugs and thousands of cod containers.” (Wiley, 1937:
190) The Pittsburgh Coad Company was aready in existence by then, and had smilarly encompassed
the mining propertiesin that digtrict which shipped cod by rail. By the early 1930s the Pittsburgh Codl
Company had dready taken over the Monongahda River Company, creating amonolithic regiona cod
giant.

Coke wasn't as important an industry in the Mon Valey region originaly because of the thent
acknowledged superiority of Connellsville coke, due to the soft, porous nature of the cod in the
Y oughiogheny valley. (Albert, 1882: 405) However, with the advent of by-product coke plants and the
move of these ovensfarther away from coa mines, some of the coke production moved towards the
Monongahela region. The Carnegie-1llinois Sted Company's works a Clairton was (and il is) the
largest by-product coke plant in the world (Wiley, 1937: 192; Keyes, 1991: 13)

B. Geography

Driving dong the river from Elizabeth on 136, the "Twin River Scenic Road," | passed Lock
and Dam Number Three-US Army, and then Lock Number Three, Oil and Coad Dock. Railroad tracks
follow theriver asit winds dong the bendsin the road. Thereisa"Waterfront Restaurant” &t the
Evanford Maring; I'm not sureif it belongs to Bunola or East Monongahela or is consdered something
else. The distinguishing factor about these little riversde communities in Forward Township is that
they're difficult to distinguish from one ancther; there's a different town name for about every haf-mile
The residents themsdlves seem confused about exactly where these communities begin and end, and
some were quite puzzled over why I'd want to know where Elkhorn is.

The first community aong theway isBunola. | knew | was in Bunola because | passed a amdl
white wooden church "The Church of the Nazerene, Bunola" Bunolais alushtgreen, quiet area. In the
three or four times | drove through it | saw few people. The post office seems deserted; I've never seen
it open, and there are no hours posted on the locked, rusty door. The BunolaFire Hall isinasimilar
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faded date. There isa sign posted under a stop sign near the fire hal declaring this areaa"quiet zone."
An honor roll stands near the post office, two American flags flanking it, but weeds and trees encroach
even on thismemorid. ThereisaBunola Recregtion field, and a"Carousd Marina"

The Chemply Chemica Divison and the Molnar Marinaare dso in Bunolg; at |least, the marina
islisted as Elizabeth/ Bunola. Terry Neccia told me that the marinais in Elkhorn, however. His cousin
Julius ds0o referred to the area around the marina between Bunola and Monongahela as Elkhorn. He
sad "It's just one house on one side of the road and another on the other.” (8-13FI) The waitress at
Rapp's Bar, however, had never heard of it. Elkhorn is home to the Old Eagle Mine, the present New
Eagle's Eagle Mine's predecessor, according to Terry. At one time there was a thriving smal community
around the mine,

Elkhorn reputedly got its name because one of Monongahelas founders, Parkeson, had a flour
mill there which later became one of the first paper mills west of the Allegheny mountains. When
someone hung alarge rack of horns on the mill door, the area got the nickname Elkhorn and it stuck.
(logl2 311)

The next three miles dong the river are scenic; the broad blue expanse of the Mon can be
glimpsed occasondly on the right until the trees close around you, making the road dmost atunne of
green. The trees open suddenly and the road branches off to the right and left. Thisis East
Monongahela

A burnt out building on the right, soray-painted "Moved to new location-McKeesport,” gives
the area a depressed, abandoned air. The Forward Township Municipa Offices are located here. Terry
Neccia told methet this area was popularly cdled "Hell's Haf- Acre" because dthough it was a part of
Allegheny County (and il is) it was very far from the sheriff's office in Fittsburgh, and so there was "no
law and order on that Sde of theriver. . . alot of illegal alcohol operations and borddlostherein the
1800s." (logl2c 221)

| cameto abridge; acrossit, to my right, lay Monongahela, and straight ahead was more of
Forward Township and eventually, Monessen.

Shortly after the bridge is the " Combustion Engineering Power Sysems Mon Plant.” Terry
explained that the area surrounding the first part of the plant is called Axleton, because the company
was cdled Liggetspring and Axleton, and that it is made up of about twenty smilar houses which are
now indistinguishable from East Monongahela. The Forward Township offices, he explained, used to be
the Axleton school. After that is a section called Manown, then Manown Hollow, and that is where
Gdlatin begins Gdlatin is one-hdf of amile long, and after it, from the firehdl on, is Sunnysde.

The firehdl, as befitting a border landmark, has a hyphenated name: Sunnyside-Gdlatin
Volunteer Fire Company. Across the road is the Riverside Tabernacle, a Full Gospel Church of the
Assemblies of God. After thet is Milesville, and if you turn left into that you will find Ella Hollow.

The sgnificance of the differences of these little communities which dl had their own honor rolls,
fire departments, churches, post offices, schools and stores has obvioudy faded for the residents there
now, particularly those under thirty. The people | talked to either hadn't heard of the communities | was
talking about, or wondered why | cared. Even those contacts who were well-informed about the
community borders, such as Terry Neccia, don't find them to be viable distinctions anymore.

For instance, when Terry's father, who's from Manown Hollow, passed away, they listed himin
the paper as a Galatin resident " because noone knows about Manown Hollow now, it was just easier
to put Gdlatin." (logl12 053)

C. Ethnic Groups
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Mogt of these little communities have thus passed into higtory, losing their identities as they have
logt their populations and ethnic digtinctions. The areadong 136, | wastold by two informants, is mostly
populated by Itdians, and Germans live up in the hallows, in the more rurd pockets. The Itdiansin this
region used to segregate themsalves trictly into Tuscans, Calabrese, Neopolitans, Scilians,
Piedmontese, and until the 1920s would not marry across those ethnic dividing lines. Now they have
taken on amore "pan-Itdian” identity. (logl2c 161) Terry Neccia's aunt said that there were around
1000 Itdians in the area around World War 11, and now she can only think of about twenty-Sx Itdians.

The African- American population of the areais aso Sgnificantly reduced from its former
grength. Africant Americans migrated into the area after the mines implemented an "open shop” policy
around 1927. This policy meant that the management would hire whoever they wanted, mainly nor
union people. Africant Americans streamed into the area, mostly from Alabama, and "since then Gdlatin
was abouit fifty percent African American. . . there are very few |left, maybe five or six, but there were at
least 400 at onetime. . ." (logl2c 209-220) One of the few African- Americanseft in Gdlatin, Jerome
Long, runs a barbecue restaurant "down in the patch.” He's now begun salling his barbecued ribs in front
of the Isaly'sin Monongahela on rt. 88 during the day, Terry told me. The Grays are the only other
Africanr American family Ieft in Gallatin, according to Terry.

"There were afew Sovaksin the region but they've al died. ." (log 12c 161) The Bruces of
Riversde Tabernacle, who are German and live in Pangburn Hollow, said thet "al kinds' go to ther
church, "Itdlians and Sovaks and Scots and everyone, a mixture. . . mostly what you get around here
[thisroad] are Itdians. . . up wherewelive. . . there are more Germans.” (8- 18FN)

The digtinctions that al of my informants made between groups, and the stories and reactions
they gave meillustrated the region's ethnic map and interactions. First, the Germans live in the more
wooded, rurd areas, the hollows, away from theriver; the Itdianslive close to the river and the main
road. Second, there were some GermantItdian and Itaian English tensons, as they jostled each other
for aplace in the industry-oriented socid hierarchy of the time. In these communities, the Western
Europeans who'd been in the region first, such as the English and the French were able to get higher-
paying and higher-gtatus jobs such as managerid positions. They looked down on later immigrants such
asthe ltaiansand Sloveks The Itdians, in turn, looked down on the Germans as "farmerish”
unsophigticated hillbillies and recluses. (log12 040)

There was dso an association of rurd folk with more "emotiond™ religious movements and
"gobbledygook such as speaking in tongues. (log 12¢) This perception is partidly due to the fact that
many of therura churches are from the full-gospel or ecdtatic, revivalit traditions. However, the
categorization of these ecdtdtic religions as "emotiond™ or "gobblydegook” illustrates how different group
perceptions and, consequently, interactions, were shaped by ethnic and religious identity in the area.

Interestingly, "acrossthe river" in Monongahda, farming was "more glorified,” "anoble
professon.” Some of these distinctions persist today. (log1l2c side b 040)

One of my most upsetting experiencesin the field was in fact the most ingructive in this matter
of ethnic sengtivity and prgudice. Upon interviewing Julian Necciai in Rgpp's Bar, Gallatin, an Itdian
restaurant, | made the mistake of handing Julius the biographica form to fill out (hed asked to seeit as|
wasfilling it out, and | told him he could just fill it out himsdlf if he wanted to). Although Julius hed
expressed alot of anger and bitterness at the corporations and the government and even at mein a
sense, which events cartainly judtify, I'd felt the interview had gone reasonably well. However, when he
reached the blank marked "ethnic identity" he looked at me and snarled "Ethnic identity? What the hell
you want to know that for? Y ou want to know my ethnic identity? I'm an American! That'sal you need
to know, that'sdl." Hisfriend, who sat "sunk deep in his cups’ and had refused to introduce himself
emerged from histdevison trance and said "that's right, you don't put nothing about ethnic identity down
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there, you just write American. . . " he looked at me pityingly and shook his head. ™Y ou think you're
doing us alot of good but in the end you're going to end up getting us dl in trouble. Y ou're too young,
you don't know what they could usethat for. . . they could do something like what they're doing in
Bosnia, ethnic cleansing, they never thought that would happen over there ether. . . " (8-13FN)

Juliusinterrupted, ™Y ou know what | am, I'll tdll you, I'm German, and | wish that Hitler had
won the war, they would have taught Americaathing or two!" | looked up a him and saw that he was
laughing a me. Thiswasthefirg indication | had of possble ItdiaVGerman tenson. He continued
ranting, ™Y ou're an American when you back the people up in this country! That Bush, he's not an
American! Who's thisfor again? He looked at the paper. Stedl Industry Heritage Corporation! See
there, youre fooling us al thistime, you're working for them!!" and he held the paper up in front of me
and ripped it in two. "l an't givin' thisto no corporation, that's for sure!” (8-13FN)

| managed to sit till and cam him down abit. . . when | was about to leave he said to me
"Anyways, I'm aDago, and | hate them Johnny-Bulls. Where you from, anyhow?" | told him Russa and
Poland and he grunted. "Y ou're ok, then." | asked him what a " Johnny-Bull" isbut his friend hushed him
and wouldn't let him explain. Terry Neccia, Julian's cousin, told me that it's dang for ScotchIrish.

This anecdote illustrates how strong ethnic tensons were and il are, & least for some of the
older population. It aso reveds Julian's salf perception as a " persecuted minority.” (logl2c 035) He
graphicaly demongrated his disdain for Germans, who Terry explained were "the only people below
them [Itaiang] on the totem pole.” (log12c 040)

Harry Bruce, the Riversde Tabernacle "elder” and Betty Jean Bruce, the church secretary,
seemed to be very adamant that their church was a place of ethnic unity. Indeed, their religious ritua of
"gpeaking in tongues’ symbolicaly demongrates group unity by creating a gpecid language which only
church members who participate in the ecstatic services can understand. Harry told me that a person
will "get amessage from G-d" and "spesk in tongues. . . which may belike Italian or German and |
won't know the language but I'll understand it, or someone from the congregation will interpret it." (8-
18FN)

| asked the Bruces about regiona ethnic differencesin severd different ways before they told
me that certain groups lived in different areas. Through their ingstence that there are "dl kinds' of people
in the church and in the area, they may have been emphasizing a"brotherhood of man™ doctrine.
Rdigious movements such as these may indeed have been respongible for some ethnic integration; they
are newer denominations which welcome dl, and are unconnected to one particular ethnic group,
country, language or tradition.

When | met the Bruces, they were about to give their daughter-in-law a baby shower in the
church. | asked if othersin the community use the church for such things, and Betty Jean replied that
some do, but mostly they're held in peopl€'s houses. However, her daughter-in-law lives in afoundation,
the bottom of a house, and they "haven't gotten around to building up yet" so they didn't have much
room.

| didn't see any other churchesin the areg; | suspect that the firehdl serves as acommunity
center for the area, based on the overall regiond pattern and on its changing advertisements for dinners
and events on its prominently displayed ssgn.

D. Issuesand Concerns
The main concern for the area expressed in Rapp's Bar by Julius and his friend was over the

lack of jobs. Julius shouted, "They've got to bring the jobs back! All the politiciansin this country are
gutless, they don't bring it up, they think it will go away.” (8-13FN)
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Juliuses friend added his concern that the lack of sted jobs will lead to an ignorance of the
area's sted higory: "In twenty years no one will even know there was sted ‘round here at dl.”

Julius expressed hitterness towards the corporations: "I worked in Combustion Engineering
down the road. They sold out just like the rest of them. They'rein Indianow. I |eft there at 53. | had
thirty-seven yearsin. If I'd stayed till | was 65 I'd have had forty-nine yearsin. | started when | was 16.
| left because of my lungs and heart, from the work.” (8-13FN)

Julius blamed the Stuation on "corporate greed”, the "dumb American consumer” and "President
Bush." He told me there "used to be thirteen steel companies here at one time, and Cooper was the
head negotiator for al of them. Bethlehem closed down, Johnstown's closed last week, over 1400 jobs
gone. Cooper was the head of US Stedl and the head negotiator. . . how?. . . doesthat make sense? . .
. The sedworkers would ask for araise, and they wouldn't give it to them, they needed a unionman to
represent them.”

Unions lack of power was a concern, aso. His friend turned to me and said ™Y ou just go down
to the Press, thet'll tdl you the story in anutshdll, the beginning of the end for the unions. Y ears ago they
brought in the Pinkertons, now they're shipping in workers from other gates. I'll tdl you, it'sjust a
shame what they're doing." (8-13FN)

They agreed that unions were "the greatest thing that ever happened” and that without them the
working conditions would have been even worse. Julian snorted: "Down here they didn't even give you
amask! Clinics Hah! No way." Relationships with management were necessarily strained, as both sides
were suspicious of the other. "The corporate people will squash you! If they can get you to work for ten
cents an hour, they'll doiit. . . that's why companies are so screwed up.”(8-13FN)

IV Westmor eland County Geography and History

A. Geography

Westmoreland County congists of 1,039 square miles of hilly terrain. (Dyen, 1991; Pollins) It
contains high peaks and large stretches of rurd aress. It is the sixth-largest county in Pennsylvaniain
population and the eighth-largest in area. (Westmoreland County's Guide to the Best, 1991: 7)
Westmoreland County is "fifty mileslong and forty miles wide between the 79th and 80th meridians of
west longitude and the 40th and 41« paralels of north latitude.” (Bomberger, 1941: 15) Its surface
"averages 1,500 feet above sealevd, includes eastern highlands and rolling western table-lands with a
genera dope toward the northward drained by the Allegheny and Monongahelarivers. Between Laurd
ridge and Chestnut ridge in the eastern part of the county is the beautiful Ligonier valey. Farther west is
Dry ridge and then come the ralling foothills, drifting westward from the Allegheny plateau.”
(Bomberger, 1941: 15)

Westmoreland County is bounded by Allegheny County to the west, Armstrong County to the
north, Indiana County to the northeast, Cambria County &t itsfar east corner, Somerset County to its
east below Cambria, and Fayette to its south. It is divided into twenty-one townships. | set out to study
seven of them: North Huntingdon, Sewickley, South Huntingdon, Rostraver, East Huntingdon,
Hempfidd, and Mt. Pleasant. | spent a bit more time in Hempfidd township (two days) than planned,
and no timein North Huntingdon.

The Monongahda River runs dong the southwestern part of Westmoreland, past Monessen.
The Allegheny River streams dong Westmoreland County's northwestern edge, at Lower Burrel and
Allegheny Townships.

The Y oughiogheny River beginsiits course through Westmoreland at its midwestern edge, at
North Huntingdon Township, then wends its way through the bottom of Sewickley Township and down
through the town of West Newton, through Rostraver and South Huntingdon townships on its way
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southward where it feeds Jacobs Creek.

Magor highways crosscutting Westmoreland are interstate 70 and the Pennsylvania Turnpike, |-
76 going east and west. Other mgjor roads are routes 51, 31, and 119, going north and south. Routes
981 and 819 are important roads through the southern section, near Smithton, Jacobs Creek, and
Scottdale. Routes 136 and 201 are main roads through Rostraver, Sewickley, and Hempfield
townships. Route 30 is an important road through North Huntingdon Township. The ubiquitous "four-
number" (e.g. 3015) roads are dl rurd, secondary routes. These wind through acres of farmland, past
freshly harvested and baled hay, corn fields, dairies and sprawling homes with huge yards. These rurd
dretches are dotted with little communities ong the way such as Y ukon, Wyano, and Herminie. These
are now smal clusters of people in what used to be boomtowns of afew thousand people each. They
amost dways have afirendl, afew churches (rardy did | ever see just one), a post office, an honor rall
and one last surviving store or two.

B. Agricultural History and Development

Westmoreland's green hills proved idedl for raising cattle and sheep, and its "fertile creek
bottoms yielded good corn, whest, rye, oats, and grass." Westmoreland was called an "agricultura
county” in 1940. (Bomberger, 1941: 78) Although agricultureis fill very important, particularly in the
eagtern region (Dyen, 1991: 1), as the interest in digging what lay under the crops grew much more
profitable than tending to the crops themsdlves, farming decreased sgnificantly. Bomberger tdlls us that
in 1940 there were 3,930 farms in Westmoreland County. (Bomberger, 1941: 79) By 1991, the
number of farms had shrunk to 1,335. (Skiavo, 1991: 5) Thirty-two percent of the county's 1024
sguare milesis now in crop and pasture land. (Westmoreland County courthouse map) The county went
from 355,577 acresin farmland in 1940 to the present 164,716 acres. (Bomberger, 1941: 79; Skiavo,
1991: 5)

The overd| population shift from 1940 to 1991 was from 303,411 people in 1940 to 392,294
in 1980. (Bomberger, 1941: 78; Westmoreland County courthouse map)

C. Indudtrial History and Development

Industriad development in Westmoreland County has been strongest in afew centrd cities and
aong its edges: on the Monongahela with Monessen as the main stedl- and tin-plate producing area, and
in the New Kengngton, duminum-producing area, near the Allegheny in northern Westmoreland.
Industriad development in centra Westmoreland County has been concentrated in Irwin, Latrobe,
Jeannette and Greensburg. (Arcom, 1970: 10) Jeannette was the center of the county's glass industry,
with at least Sx different glass factories. (Bomberg, 1941: 81) A large rubber plant was also in
Jeannette.
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Mt. Pleasant and Greensburg were known for manufacturing "novety glass” Mt. Pleasant, in
particular, sill has areputation as a glass producing area, and is known for its Lenox and Smith glass
warehouses. Garments, woolen goods, mining and electrica equipment, bricks, and carbon dioxide
were some of the materials produced in the early days of the county's industries. (Bomberger, 1941: 82)

Other mgor industries in Westmoreland County and the surrounding regions were stedl, coke and coa
works which exploited the region's wedlth of natura gas, cod and limestone.

By 1880, Westmoreand County ranked only after Allegheny County in the nation's bituminous
cod production. (Keyes, 1991: 18) The areadong the Y oughiogheny in Westmoreland and Fayette
counties became so well known for its cod that the term ™Y oughiogheny cod™ was coined to describe
the best grade of cod. (Wiley, 1937: 193) Coke was aso of vita importance to the region, particularly
in the Scottdde-Mt. Pleasant vicinity, and around Connelsville, across the border in Fayette county.
Westmoreland County produced 27% of the United State's coke, second only to Fayette county, which
produced 45%. (Keyes, 1991: 19)

During these industries heyday, around 1850-1930, coal-patch towns and sted-mill aties
gprang up and flourished on the landscape of Westmoreland County. (Keyes, 1991: 9) The industria
giants who built them had a captive market of workers, so these communities were often poorly planned
and distinguished by inadequate housing conditions. (Arcom, 1970: 5) When the heyday was over,
these areas rapidly deindudtridized and depopulated, turning from industrid centersinto service-based
areas.

The hopes of peoplein Centrd Westmoreland for economic revival during the collapse of the
ged and cod industries were buoyed by the planning and building of a Chryder plant outside of New
Stanton in the early seventies. A 1970 report requested by the Pennsylvania State Planning Board from
Arcom, Inc. and Marcou, O'Leary and Associates, Inc. optimistically touted Westmoreland County as
a"prototype" for a"new community” centered around the Chryder Plant:

"The location of the Chryder plant in southern Westmoreland County could provide the initial economic
base for a prototype community. . ." (Arcom, 1970: 5) This prototype entailed the "concentration of
programs, money, and management to stimulate new housing production in asingle location with
adequate planning for the provisions of supporting services and further expansion of the economic
base." (Arcom, 1970: 11) The Site was adjacent to Highway 119 between New Stanton and Ruffsdale,
aong the Pennsylvania Turnpike between New Stanton and Carpentertown, and along 981 between
Mt. Pleasant and Carpentertown. (Arcom, 1970: 15)

The Arcom report laments the state of housing in the area which was created by the steel and
cod giants of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and presents the possibility of rectifying the Stuation
in anew community with better housing. (Arcom, 1970: 5) The report notes the lack of affordable
housing dternativesin the region for lower income families. These families adaptive srategy was to fulfill
their "strong preference. . . for homeownership” by purchasing mobile homes. ((Arcom, 1970: 10)

These mobile-turned-permanent homes are visble al over Westmoreland County today,
sometimes scattered throughout towns and townships, more often concentrated in mobile home parks.
Despite these housing and other problems, Westmoreland's population increased by 25,000 between
1960- 70, while Pittsburgh lost 32,000 of its population. (Arcom, 1970: 7)

Unfortunately, however, this predicted upward trend did not last. The Chryder plant was
completed in the late 1970s, atime when the American auto industry was fatering, so "they decided not
to build cars there and sold it to Volkswagen." (logl0c side b 455) Volkswagen's presence hel ped the
county's economy by increasing the red- estate prices but was to be relatively short-lived. The county
had offered the company ten years of tax-free operation; when they were up, Volkswagen left the
county and sold the plant to Sony. (log10c)
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The 1980s brought a further blow to Westmoreand's economy with the Whedling- Fitt
Monessen Works closure in 1986. Most of the cod minesin the areadso closed by the mid-1980s.

Thearivd of the Sony plant, however, has sparked a bit of hope in Westmoreland residents
once more. The planning and creation of other industrid parks throughout the region, such asthe
Westmoreland Technology and I-70 Industria parks near New Stanton have aso provided new
economic possihilities. An indugtrid park is dueto be ingalled in the Jacobs Creek/Smithton area, at the
76 truck stop. (log10-c)

Other indugtries now active in the New Stanton area done include trucking firms such as
Charley Brothers and Consolidated Freighters, and distribution centers such as Montgomery Ward, Sun
Carpet, and United Parcel Service.

The Centrd Westmoreland Development Corporation has contributed to regiona economic
development over the last thirty-five years with the planning of the previoudy mentioned industria parks
and the Greensburg- Hempfield Business Park near Jeannette, the Westmoreland County Industria
Parks, near Greensburg, north of New Kensington, near Murrysville, between Irwin and Jeannette; and
the Westmordland Business and Research Park between New Kensington and Murrysville. (Skiavo,
1991)

The 1970 Arcom report's optimistic prediction of population growth and *10,000 new jobsin
the county™ (Arcom, 1970: 7) may yet be redized if the industria park idea, and particularly the
powerful Sony corporation, take root and flower into a strong regional industrid and economic base.
The resulting economic upswing would affect not only al of Westmoredand County, but Pittsburgh and
its surroundings as well, if workers from the entire region begin commuting south to the parks.

D. County History and Early Settlement

Westmoreland County was named for Westmorland county in northwest England. (Bomberger,
1941: 9) It ishistoricaly important as "the first American frontier west of the Appaachian mountains.”
(Bomberger, 1941 preface) This part of the country saw alot of activity during the French and Indian
war, and many bloody exchanges between Indians and the early settlers, unlike the Mon region of
Forward Township.

In 1768 atreaty at Fort Stanwix in New York transferred al land south of the Ohio river and
ead of the Allegheny at Kittaning to Pennsylvania by the Indians for "ten thousand dollarsin provisons
and money together with an unlimited supply of rum." (Bomberger, 1941: 40) This was the "purchase of
1768" (Albert, 1882: 43) The portion of thisland which was to later become Westmoreland County
was included in Cumberland County, which had been established in 1750. Bedford County was erected
from Cumberland on March 9, 1771, and Westmoreland from Bedford on February 26, 1773. (Albert,
1882: 51)

Westmoreland County was called "Mother Westmoreland” (Bomberger, 1941: 9) because
Washington (1781); Allegheny, (1788); Armstrong; Fayette, (1783); and Indiana were directly cut from
her, and Beaver, Buitler, Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Greene, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, and
Warren were created from those.

When Westmoreland County was formed, Pennsylvania was a British province and Richard
Penn was the governor. After the Revolutionary War, in 1779, the Penns were "divested” of most of
their property. (Rowe, 1934: 42)

The names of the origind townshipsin the newly created Westmoreland County reflected the
influence of the Scotcht Irish (Bomberger, 1941: 10): Derry, Rostraver, Tyrone and Donega were
named after placesin Irdand. Hempfield township was named after a Lancaster county township which
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asoraised alot of hemp. Huntingdon was named for an English town.

Westmoreland County was nicknamed "Star of the West" by eastern paliticians because of " the
Democrdtic party mgorities over the Whigs each eection in the 1840s. The name probably had its
origin in a German newspaper, "Star of the Wes," . . . in Greensburg. . . [and] later in Adamsburg
catering to the 'Pennsylvania Dutch' dement in Hempfield township which clung to the Democratic
party.” (Bomberger, 1941: 11) Westmoreland County was known as a Democratic county until the
early 1900s. (ibid)

Hannastown was "the first place west of the Appaachian mountains where due process of
English law was gpplied. . . it dso was the Site of the last English court to be established in the colonies™
(Bomberger, 1941: 41) It was d o the place in which the last hogtile act of the Revolutionary war, on
July 13, 1782, in which British Tories and Indians under Guyasuta burned the town down. Most
importantly, it was the site of the famous Hannasburg Resol ution of Independence, adopted May 16,
1775.

Civil grife ensued between Pennsylvaniaand Virginia;, there was a movement for a new state
caled "Westsylvania' which would include Ohio, W. Va, and Virginia However, by 1780, thiswas
ended by "friendly agreement.”(Bomberger, 1941: 41)

Another event of historical importance which took place in Westmoreland County was the
Whiskey Rebellion or Insurrection of 1794. This was one of the young nation's government's firgt trids
in ate peacekeeping. The Congressiona Excise Act of 1791 which taxed whiskey infuriated the
farmers of the area, who depended on the sale of whiskey made from their grain. The insurrection is
mainly attributed to the ScotchtIrish settlers. (Albert, 1882: 47) After some seven thousand of these
men met in Braddock's field to protest the tax, Washington ordered fifteen thousand troops to stop their
activities. (Rowe, 1934: 41) By the time the troops arrived, however, the activities had quieted down
and they faced no resistance.

E. Early Settlers

The earliest settlersin Westmoreland County were the Scotch-Irish, who were origindly from
Scotland and had been encouraged by the English government to move to Ireland, where they settled
for about a hundred years before emigrating to the colonies. Much has been written in the history books
about their "character” and actions. They were said to "live by thrift rather than [abor" (Albert, 1882: 44)
and to be "more aggressive. . . than were the plodding Germans.” (ibid)

They "had a contralling influence in public affairs. . . wherever they settled” and "the more marked
characteristics of both nationdlities (Scotch and Irish)" (Albert, 1882: 45) They are dso said to be
"brave, patriotic" fighters. (ibid) "More Scotch-1rish came to Pennsylvania than to any other section of
America" (Boucher, 1918: 186) They referred to their emigration to Pennsylvania as" settlement among
the broadrims" referring to the Pennsylvania Quakers (Boucher, 1918: 186). They did not get dong
well with the Quakers, Germans, English or the Indians, their agressive thirgt for land put them into
conflict with Indian interests and worsened the relaionships for the other ethnic groups. They mainly
practiced a"Cavinigtic reigion” (Presbyterianism) and gpparently converted many to it. (Boucher,
1918: 186)

The Germans were the next-largest group of early settlers, and settled most thickly in Hempfied
and Huntingdon townships. They were more scattered and isolated than the Scotch Irish and didn't
"meddle in public affairs" (Albert, 1882: 47) The Pennsylvania Dutch did not come from Germany, but
from the " Germans and the Dutch of the Netherlands, and spoke alanguage that was a mixture of
English and German." (Boucher, 1918: 187) They were characterized as sober, plain, honest people
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who were mainly agriculturdigts, in contrast to the Scotch-Irish who opened taverns and mills,
speculated and manufactured. (Albert, 1882: 47) The Germans were "among the first in our county to
establish schools for the ingtruction and catechisation of the young.” (Albert, 1882: 48) They were
mainly Amish or Dunkards, but some were Mennonist. Mary of them were Lutheran or German
Reformed. (Boucher, 1918: 189)

There were aso descendants of French Huguenots in Westmoreland County, many of whom
had been living in other European countries for so long they no longer spoke French. Of dl the early
settlers it is estimated that three-fourths of them were native English speskers, the other fourth, German
speakers. (Boucher, 1918: 185)

V. Monessen

A. A Brief Industrial History

Monessen was incorporated as a borough in September, 1898. It was an "industria boom
town" and is on the eastern bank of the Monongahela River about thirty miles south of Pittsburgh.
(Magda, 1983: 5) Monessen was perhaps best known for its meta production (tin plate, fence nails,
wire).

In 1894 a group of Aittsburgh indudtridists such as Colond James Schoonmaker, the vice-
president of the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad Company, purchased land from farmers and formed
the East Sde Land Company. In 1897 William Donner, who headed atin plate mill company in Indiana,
decided to build atin plate mill on thar land. M.J. Alexander, the red estate manager for the land the
East Side Land company subsequently decided to sdll, decided to name the new community Monessen
"Mon" after the river, and "Essen” after the German name for "alarge indudtrid city."(Magda, 1983 6)
Thistin mill wasto be the driving force in the creation of Monessen and in its eventud declinein
population and businesses.

By 1920 Monessen was the "chief industria town in Westmordland County in terms of capita
invested, product value, number of workers, and wages paid." (Magda, 1983: 6) Since 1930, however,
with the collapse of itsindustries, Monessen's population has declined from 20,268 to 11,928 in 1980.
(Magda, 1983: 7)

B. Ethnic Composition

Monessen even today, with a declining population, presents arich wedth of ethnic variety and
interests which is displayed in the Culturd Heritage Festival held each summer. Most of Monessen's
early and present residents are southern and eastern European immigrants and their descendants:
Itaians, Sovaks, Poles, Croatians, Hungarians, Greeks, and Ukrainians. By the 1960s African
Americans comprised about 10 percent of Monessen's population.

As groups of immigrants poured into Monessen, the immigrants who had arrived first would
form amutua aid society to provide insurance for its members and to teach them about citizenship
requirements and life in the new country. These organizations, such as the Polish Nationa Alliance and
the Croatian Fraternal Union, aso taught the language of their native countries to their children, and
provided the new immigrants with socid networks and entertainment.

C. Ethnic Clubs
1. Monessen's Past and Present Clubs

Today Monessen has far fewer ethnic clubs than in the past; even the last few years have seen
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closings of clubs such as the Sokol Club, and the sdle of the last of the Italian clubs. Today thereisa
Sovak, a Croatian, a Ukrainian, a Hungarian, and a French club in Monessen.

Ed Flipowski of the Polish Nationa Alliance on Knox Avenue spoke of ethnic clubs as"the
only way you're going to keep heritage going." (Iogl8c sde b 167) Indeed, for the Polish, the
Croatians, and Sovaks, the club istheir last forma avenue of ethnic expression in Monessen. These
communities are mostly Catholic and belonged to one of five ethnic Catholic churchesin Monessen
which were merged this year. (The merger will be discussed in the next section in more detail.) The
Itdians and the Irish, the two other ethnic groups who lost their churches, do not have their own clubs.

The merger has made the preservation of ethnic identity an even more poignant struggle for
these groups in Monessen, and the clubs are fedling the burden of being the last formad indtitutions of
thelr group. The Itdians have suffered a particularly hard blow, having gone from five ethnic clubsto
"zilch."(logl8c sde b 167) The New Italian Hall was sold to a private owner, athough the Italians
continue meeting there. "The Sons of Ity was sold to Black people.” (ibid) There were Itdian Mutud
Aid societies and NIPA, Nationa Itdian Political Association, too.

Other clubs, such asthe Finnish club, closed awhile ago, after the tin mill shut down in the late
1930s. The Greek American Protective Association lodge was disbanded in the 1960s, "and itsrole
was taken by the American-Hellenic Educational Progressive Association, which serves both
Uniontown and Monessen, and by St. Spyridon's Church, which has assumed many of its socia and
culturd functions." (Weston,1983: 32) Theissue of " Southwestern Pennsylvania' magazine on
Monessen (quoted above) goesinto detail about the ethnic groups and clubs of the area, and mentions
that at one time there was also a Mexican community. | did not hear of any Mexican activity or
presence in Monessen; according to the 1990 census, there are 25 Mexicans remaining in Monessen.

2. The Polish National Alliance

The stuation at the Polish Nationa Alliance on Knox Avenue in Monessen shares a pettern
amilar to thet of the Sovenian hdlsin Herminie and Y ukon, and perhaps other ethnic hdlsin the region.
Indl three places, the officers are in their seventies and the frequent members are mostly senior citizens.
The primary concerns of these caretakers are who will take over once they're gone, and how ethnic
heritage will continue without the hall.

Ed Filipowski, the Monessen P.N.A. vice-president, compares the club to "home", saying:
"Nothing like ahdl to come to, we have our meetings, we enjoy it. . . thisisours' (logl8c 126). In this
case, as mentioned above, the club members are il adjusting to the loss of their church, which had
been an important means of affirming and retaining their ethnic identity. Ed fdlt literaly robbed of his
identity: "They worked hard for that church. . . paid everything off and then they came and took it away
from them. That's like stedling it from them." The club then became even more precious to its members.

Ed Filipowski was concerned, as Adolf Korber of Y ukon's Slovenian lodge and Al Lazaar of
Hermini€'s Sovenian lodge were, that "were going to lose dl our ethnicintime.” (log 17b-c 111) The
club triesto keep its youth involved and maintain ethnic affiliation by holding events such as Easter egg
hunts, Mardi-gras, Oktoberfest, and coloring contests. They aso participate in national PNA golf and
softbal tournaments. Ed's policy isto: "get membership, get them involved, fraternaism, keep the
members happy. We have Monday night footbal, throw parties, have potato pancakes, have partiesto
initiate new members, we want to keep them happy, keep them coming in." (logl8c sde b 357)

The PNA's "Polish room" is astrong symbol of its members ethnic identification and pride. Ed
repestedly stressed the room as avital component in the fight to maintain ethnic identity. He proudly told
me "My sster and my wife put this room together.” (logl8c sde b 373) and added that "People from
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Pittsburgh come up here they just love our room™ (log18c side b 083).

The women are just as involved with the club as the men are, Ed told me. His Sster is secretary
and is nationd commissioner, and hiswifeistrustee, and thereisa"lady vice-president.” Vestiges of the
origind dl-male structure of the club are gpparent in the women's roles, however.

The "lady vice-presdent” isin addition to the mae vice-president (currently Ed). Her position is
ardic of the time when there was a separate ladies auxiliary. This auxiliary has long snce gone the way
of other ladies auxiliaries, and | sugpect her role ismore of afigurehead than that of an active officer.
The trustee job is a maintenance job, sweeping and cleaning, and secretary is a Sereotypicaly femae
role. National commissoner seemsto be the only role which involved femaes on a higher adminidrative
leve, in anon-traditionaly femae role. This observation is only based on the limited number of women
whom Ed mentioned, but | believe thisisafairly good indicator of women's roles in the organization.

That the club was in redity amae-centered domain itsaf was gpparent from the dimly-lit bar at
which only men were gtting. Many of the ethnic clubs have bars and recelve a significant proportion of
their profit from them. However involved women may be in event-planning and office holding, the daily
socid sructure and networks of ethnic clubs revolve around its male members. Thisisto some extent
understandable, as when these clubs were originaly founded some 80 years ago, women and men were
only nomindly in the same organizations, which had separate "ladies auxiliaries” meetings, and
activities. EllaDacko suggested that this may have been so that one parent could go out while the other
watched the children. (Ilog 14c)

Ed lamented the lack of awomen's auxiliary: "we have a nice stainless sted kitchen updtairs,
they cooked and everything. The women got older, and we don't have it anymore” (logl8c sde b 174).
Thisis another trend shared by Y ukon and Hermini€'s Sovenian hdls, whose ladies auxiliaries have
aso died with their older members. Women are increasingly less willing to shoulder these additiond,
"feminine" duties which they may see as extensons of unpaid, undervalued domegtic duties, rather than
vaid expressons of ethnic loyalty.

D. Religion and Ethnic | dentity

Ethnic identity and religion seem to be more closaly or overtly related in Monessen than in
Elizabeth, for example. People in Monessen identify churches as “the Finnish church™ or "the Greek
church." When | asked the question "what kinds of people go to this church?' or "do certain ethnic
groups go to certain churches?" in Elizabeth, Forward Township, and dl of the other areasin
Westmoredland County which | visited, most people replied "al kinds' or "Heinz 57." The exception in
Elizabeth was the Itdiar/Irish Cathalic church, St. Michad's, which had been moved out into the
township.

This high corrdation of ethnic identity with a particular church and religion in Monessen may be
because of the previoudy mentioned high eastern European immigrant composition of Monessen. In
Monessen a group of people would arrive and establish churches, then aid societies and clubs shortly
afterwards. As Ella Dacko explained to me: ™Y ou see how these organizations started with the church
and then dowly [developed]." (logl4c sde b 093)

1. Ethnic Greek Orthodox Churches-Toward Unification?
Interestingly, it seems that with the ethnic groups who practice Orthodoxy, that is, the eastern

groups such asthe Greeks, Syrians, and Carpatho-Russans, their clubs and groups seem to have faded
as they center increasingly on the church. For instance, there are no Syrian, Greek or Russian socia
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clubs or hallsin Monessen today, athough there were in the past. The Russian club, which came into
existence around the same time as St. John's Orthodox Church did, disbanded ten years ago. However,
some St. John's members such as the Dackos are till active in Russian Orthodox activities outside of
Monessen, such as UROBA (The United Russian Orthodox Brotherhood of America) whose lodge and
headquarters are now in Pittsourgh Many of the Syrian Orthodox activities, such as picnics, take place
outsde Monessen as wdl; the main hub for Syrian activities, again, isthe church. The only one of the
four Orthodox groups which has both an ethnic hdl and a church is the Ukrainian community.

While the Greek Orthodox groups such as the Syrians and Russians want to maintain their
individua ethnic identities, they see a merger of the Orthodox Churches as a necessary, inevitable, and
even desirable step.

George Essey of Monessen's Syrian Orthodox church, St. Michadl's, strongly expresses this:
"Hopefully by the year 2000 maybe [it will be] the Orthodox church of America, [well] bresk away
from the churches in the old countries and have our own archdiocese. . . I've been looking for that. . . if
thisis the way things are going to go (forgetting ethnic heritage) then why not just say an American?
Why keep your heritage background?' On the other hand, he expresses ambivaence: "1'd love to keep
mine, my family tries to maintain what we do have. . . I'm an American-born Syrian, and | loveit."
(logdc 128-201)

Other members of Orthodox churches in Monessen and Jacobs Creek echoed George's
sentiments. They want one Orthodoxy, saying there's "no difference’ in the services and little between
the churches save for the different patriarchs and the occasiona use (most frequently at Christmas) of
the native languages to Sng hymns. At the same time, they want to retain their ethnic pride and identity,
as Andrew Dacko of . John's said: "In this country there is aneed for al the Orthodox churchesto get
together, but like anything dsg, it's ethnicity.” Ella Dacko was optimistic about the possibility of
achieving both ends: "I think we could get together and still keep our identity, each one." (logl4c 212)
Sheadded | like diversty. . . [ethnic identity] isimportant.” (logl4c 212)

All of the four Monessen Orthodox members and the two Jacobs Creek Orthodox members |
talked with agreed that the Orthodox churches have more in common than they have differences.
Although they don't share administrative or bureaucratic hierarchies, "the priests and the people
communicate; they share problems and different things but each do their own things."(logl4c sde b
219) Another common eement which is an important solidarity creating mechanism for Orthodox
churchesisthe "Sunday of Orthodoxy" in which people from dl of the Mon Valey deanery's Orthodox
churches can participate in the choir and attend the service. Each deanery has a separate " Sunday of
Orthodoxy."

In Monessen, they "dternate between the Greek church and [the Russian church] for Sunday of
Orthodoxy. . . thefirst Sunday in Lent."

Ella Dacko nestly summed up the differences between the Orthodox churches: "Traditions-
therésabig T and alittlet - the big T isbasic tradition of the church. Thelittlet isin different areas of
Europe people brought over to this country things that were specid to them, likefoods." (logl4c sde b
134) The question seemsto be, then, if the "little t* will keep Orthodoxy ethnically segregated, and if so,
for how long.

2. The Catholic Church Merger-Losing Ethnic Heritage
Both the case of a possible Orthodox merger and the Catholic church merger illustrate the

gradua processes of ethnic attrition and the weakening of ethnic boundariesin the area. However, the
fedings and attitudes of the Catholic groupsin Monessen present a stark contrast to the Orthodox



31

groups willingness and desire to unify. They are angry and hurt by the recent merger that was imposed
on them from above by Bishop Bosco.

Ed summed up their fedings "Wouldn't you be hurt if somebody took something avay from you
that you had al your life?" (Iog1l8c 107) One immediately apparent difference between the two casesis
that the Orthodox members fed they have an active voice in deciding if and how such amerger would
come about. Catholic church members were not so empowered; they were subject to the whims, they
felt, of Catholic Church policy. This the protesting members of the Sovak Holy Name church (now up
for sde) state succinctly on their billboard: "In God we trust, in Bishop Bosco we don't.” (log18c 063)

The Catholic parishioners are understandably bitter about the two-year old merger: "I don't fed
very good about it. They took the church away from us. From my childhood | went there and they took
it away. | think everyone feds bad about it." Not only are they upset by it, somefed it'sadigtinctly anti-
ethnic policy: "They don't want people to have no ethnic affiliation, that'sthe way | look &t it." (log 18c
141)

Members are not only deprived of the familiar services and surroundings, they are deprived of
traditiona customs associated with their church, such as the Polish tradition of bringing a basket of food
with them to church to be blessed on Christmas. They dso can't be buried in the church which some of
them have served dl of their life; funerd and wedding masses are only held a St. Cagjetan, the previous
Italian church, now caled Epiphanes, and S. Hyacinth, previoudy the Polish church, is only achapd,
Epiphanes Chapd.

The"good ded of hard fedings' (log2c 015) stem not only from the helpless fedlings of "losing
[their] ethnic heritage" but from the parishioners inability to influence the merger, from their
powerlessness. The Bishop's task force ostensibly referred to the results of a parishioner survey when
they made their suggestion to merge, however many fed that the surveys were not taken serioudy: "We
did our surveys, we wrote ‘em down, we told them we didn't want it but they did it anyhow." (log18c-
141)

The parishioners are far from passive in fighting for what for many conditutes an essentid part of
ther lives. Some of them, like the Holy Name group, the Sovaks, are actively protesting the merger
through billboards and by repeatedly "bothering the Bishop." Others spesk openly of their resentment,
sense of betrayal, and bitter disgppointment to outsiders such as myself and anyone who will listen.
Many of them boycott the new Epiphanes Church, preferring to go e sewhere than to face what
represents to many the end of alifetime of dedication. Some refuse to be buried in the Epiphanes
Church. The most important resistance to the Catholic Church's forced "de-ethnicization” however, is
the continued efforts by people like Ed Filipowski and Anthony Chelen to preserve their ethnic heritage
through club and family activities, by making ethnic foods and keeping cherished traditions.

E. Monessen Public Library, theLargest in the Mon Valley

The Monessen Public Library isthe largest in the Mon Vdley region, and is an invaugble
resource for everyone, particularly researchers interested in historical materias on the region. It dso has
provided me with awedth of ethnographic information from the many deightfully helpful librarians, who
referred me to each other and provided me with amap of Monessen. The firgt librarian | met, Linda
Vrabd, kindly told me about activitiesin Monessen, saying that they are "very big on sports’ such as
soccer, but that there redly wasn't any place that people hung out in Monessen. She added, however,
that people sometimes go to Sweeney's or Picnics in Rostraver Township, which are bars and have
games. Linda aso suggested that the Main Street Mal and Landmark Place, where people go dancing,
are possible hangouts in Monessen. She recommended that | speak with Carol Sepesky, the
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Workplace coordinator for the library, whose husband was a Monessen mayor.
1. Workplace Program; Easng the Employment Pinch

The Workplace Program was conceptuaized after the Monessen mill closed down in 1987. It
was funded by a grant from the Kellogg Corporation which ran from 1989-91. Since the grant hasrun
out, the library has sought new funding unsuccessfully. The program is kept dive through library
fundraisers such as fleamarkets. It is a free program available to anyone in the region, but has
specificaly responded to employment needs resulting from mill and mine closings. Carol Sepesky, the
Workplace Coordinator, told me of being "on a rapid response team through the unemployment office
when the Mahies mine in Finleyville closed down two years ago. . . Anywhere workers are laid off in
large numbers we try to go to them so they know they have somewhere to go for help.” (log3c 199)

The hdp Workplace provides includes Carol's inva uable guidance. She assists people with
writing resumes and cover letters, gpplying to schools and taking entrance exams. She aso guides
people through a computer program, Discover, which matches people with career suggestions suitable
to ther abilities and interests.

The average age of Workplace clientsis between thirty to forty. Women clients are generaly
returning to work after having afamily or divorcing, or arejust out of schoal. (log3c 268) Carol
estimates that the numbers of men and women seeking Workpl ace assistance are about even. Most of
the women are looking for teaching jobs in eementary schools, as nearby California University is noted
for its education department. They are aso seeking secretarid, hedth care, child care, accounting,
bookkeeping, and office jobs.

Mogt of the men Caral counsdls have been laid off from industria jobs. The jobs they seek and
have held run the gamut of "just about anything. . . high tech fields, security guards, accounting, business,
sdes, and management. Most had to give up on sted or coal. They try to find ajob using the experience
they had in the mill, like heavy equipment, truck driving.” (log3c 302-13)

Carol advises 900-1000 people ayear. Sheisthe only staff member to work with the patrons,
athough they are free to utilize the materids a any time. She receives job notices on microfiche from a
job service in Charleroi, newspaper ads, nationa ad searches, and has lists of businesses.

Finding a new source of funding for this essentia and important program has become a pressing
concern for Carol and the rest of the library staff. They continue to hold it together despite hard times,
much astheir clients have, and provide hopeful new directions for many who thought they had reached
the end of the road.

VI Yukon and Herminie

A. Ethnic groups

Y ukon and Herminie have alot in common. Only four or five miles gpart in the middle of
Westmordand County, near the I-76 turnpike, they are tied together by the relationships between their
Sovenian resdents. Both towns have large, well-maintained Sovenian hdls, and boadt traditiond
Slovenian button-box bands.

Y ukon has always been about fifty percent Sovenian, (Weston, 1983: 12) and the area around
the Slovenian Hall was known as " Grannish Street.” (8-25FN) Herminie, ayounger town, became a
center of Sovenian life after World War |, when Slovenians settled to work the Ocean Cod Co. mines.
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Herminie has aso been about haf Sovenian since then.

The other main Y ukon ethnic groups mentioned by informants were the Italians, Croatians, and
Jews. Y ukon's Sovenians and Italians got aong well: "The Itdians and Sovenians played 'bocci’ or
‘bolyny" together, amost like bowling, in asandlot, in teams. . . Grannish and Itadian and Polish played
together on teams." (log2c 362-398) The Moose club, today not identified with a specific ethnic
identity, used to be mogly Itdian. The Croatian Fraterna Union is aso il active in Y ukon.

The relations between the groups seemed to be quite congenid, they "lived together in harmony,
no bad fedings againgt anyone." (log2b-c 160) However, the Jews seemed to be regarded as different
from the other ethnic groups; they were mostly owners of the clothing and grocery storesin town. One
informant leaned over and confided to me: " | don't know what nationdity you are, but I'll just say it
anyways- there were two Jews over here from Pittsburgh, they had a clothing store, | used to work for
them. They used to tdl me they made alot of money in thislittle mining town.” (8-25FN) Today in
Y ukon, there are "'no Jews here no more. . . those up on the hill. . . burned their buildings down. . .
[and] moved to Rittsburgh” (log2b-c 160)

Also, "there aren't too many Itdians around" (8-25FN) today. An informant told me that he
sees afew of them at the post office every so often, but that "Italians don't do things anymore since they
got al these mixed breeds now. There's too much outside business now, people are busy with other
things™ (8-25FN)

The Sovenian population seems to dominate present-day Y ukon, with their Sovenian Hdll a
center for parties and weddings from people dl over the region. However, even this strong ethnic group
is moving from the town, as was apparent at the Kdikfest | attended at the Y ukon Slovenian Hall; most
of the people at the event were not Y ukon residents.

B. Sloveniansand Union Activities

The Sovenians were known for their strong socialism and pro-union tendencies. The Cod and
Iron Police were in full swing in Y ukon during the early 1930s, and one Y ukon resident recalled the
tenson: "The strikerswould go up in them caves. . . up therein the hills. . . and shoot down at the
police, and they'd shoot back at them. They were shooting here like in the wild west. Not shooting
people redly as much as they had their guns™ (8-25FN) Frances Korber recalled her early memories of
these police going into her mother's basement to look for a man they thought was hiding there. Nick
Korber recdled that the Situation was so tense that two people weren't allowed to talk together on the
dtreet: "My dad was drug between two horses because he was talking to another man" (log2c 096).
Sovenians, well known for their activism, were the focus of police searches. "I remember [we] used to
hold union meetings up a the Slovenian hal, State police would come and try to bresk the meeting up*
(log2c 096).

C. Working conditionsin the Mines

Y ukon men mostly worked for the Westmoreland Coal Company from 1904 to 1950. One
informant | talked to worked in Jeannette, the 12-6 shift at the "glasshouse’ during high schooal, but later
worked in the mines for 26 years. Nick Korber told me about working conditionsin the mines: " [In]
winter months | never saw daylight, | worked ten hours a day, except for Sundays." (log2c 032) "Mines
in them days were dangerous because they had alot of gas." (log2c 109)

Worker-management relations weren't too greet then either: "Did the same type of work at each
mine, handloading. Me and my brother got fired because we wouldn't vote for Hoover, we never
would.

"There was no reason. They said, 'Y ou left datein the corner.’ It was ablessing anyway” (log2c 123).
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Adolf Korber, Nick's brother, also had harsh storiesto tell of mine work: "I was 16 and got this
hand al mashed up, no compensation, just $165 as a settlement” (log8c 002). He and his brother both
have black lung disease; Nick, however, is attached to a breathing apparatus and undergoes frequent
oxygen trestments. Adolf described the exploitative conditions a the mines. "Had screen codl, if cod fell
through the screen the company didn't pay you for it. People were starving and they were getting rich.
The average salary was $4.76 aday. | put 35 yearsin, then doctor discovered | had black lung, | was
only 54. He said | had to quit- | said how I'm not old enough to get apension” (log8c 235).

D. Kalikfest at Slovenian Hall, Yukon

The Kdikfest isan amua event sponsored by Frank Kdik and his associates from his travel
agency, "Kaik and Company" and from the Slovenian Heritage Association. It isheld at the Sovenian
Hall a Y ukon. Each year they choose a different theme for the festival and people are bused to attend it
from asfar away as Detroit. Thefirst year's festival featured the Philadelphia Mummers parade, about
ten years ago. This was an event that Y ukon residents remember well today. This year's theme was
"Cdebration of Nations" A group caled France Marroult was booked on their North American tour
from Sovenia These are young college students from Soveniawho are mgoring in music, dance, or
ethnomusicology. They performed traditionad Slovenian dances, wearing traditiona clothes which
reflected regiona differences. Mogt of the audience was not from Y ukon. Adolf Korber's sster had
driven up from Rittsburgh by hersdf, and the mgority of people | met came from Fittsourgh or
Monroeville. A few had come from Herminie. The event was dmost sold out at around 400 people.

Adolf introduced meto Terry Stefl, an active member of the Sovenian Heritage Association
and a co-owner of the Kdik travel agency. He himsdlf is Bohemian, not Sovenian, and clams that most
of the people in the group are not Sovenian, but just people who like Sovenian culture. Mogt of these
members were recruited from among travel agency clients. The Sovenian Heritage Association, gift
shop, and travel agency are located in Monroeville.

Adolf dso introduced meto Frank Kdik, the events organizer. His father was Bohemian,
mother Sovenian. He broadcasts a Sovenian radio program on Sundays in addition to his Sovenian
Heritage Association and travel agency activities.

SAly Leskosek was another SHA member | talked with at the Kdikfest. She is the manager
and her husband the director of the Y ukon Button-Box Band. She was dso involved, asis her
granddaughter, in Children's Circle activities. Her daughter and her fifteen year old granddaughter are
aso very active in Sovenian associations. Her granddaughter plays the (Slovenian) button-box
accordian.

Kalikfest is not run by the Y ukon hal itself, and one of the reasons for its successis its access to
awider audience. Y ukon smply doesn't have the population anymore to support big events.

Adolf Korber holds dances about four times ayear at the hall. He would do more, perhaps, but
heisin direct competition with Herminie for the same Sovenian population: "Herminie monopolizes
nearly every Friday and Saturday and Sunday, which is not fair, and if | have a big dance and they have
a dance nobody makes any profit, maybe alittle bit, but it's not worthwhile" (Iog8c 055)

Adolf is concerned that "it [the hall] could fal gpart. . . I'm afraid to die, ‘cause thishdl'sgoing
to fall apart. Who's going to do it?" (log8c 370) There's "not enough interest” and people are just
"drifting apart." "I don't see no future. . . The older people are dying off and the younger ones don't
care." (log8c 444)

Adolf compares Sovenian enculturation unfavorably to Polish enculturation: " The Polish people
teach their young kids, six, seven, eight, the polka. We don't have the Slovenians doing the polkas
around here, very few of them are dancing. It's going to fdl apart.”
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E. CRY: A Protest Against the Hazardous L egacy of an
Industrial Past

The hazardous waste dump in Y ukon is a burning concern for most of the resdentsin the
surrounding area, but | heard about it in Y ukon mostly from Nick and Frances Korber, who are active
members of CRY. They weren't sure exactly what the initids stand for, something like " Citizens Reect
for Yukon," but they were very sure what they are fighting for-the quality and length of their lives, and
the ability to contral their surrounding environment to their benefit (or a least to prevent their detriment).

The hazardous dump is run by Mill Service, which contracts with in-state and out-of- state stedl
millsto bring their waste here and dump it in "the lagoons' (log2c). Supposedly afilter plant has been
installed, but residents are skeptical even about its existence. Frances Korber expressed her concerns
about the plant's effects: "This dump up here might erupt and everyone goes kaphooey. The
contamination is leaking through peoples water wells, so they gave certain people city water. One
farmer up there adjoins the Site and his cattle dl died. The politicians are againgt it but aren't doing
anything about it. Money talks, bullshit walks. A lot of people are getting Sick, cancer from it. They
made $60 million in one year and they have a citation for $200,000 and with that they put in aweter line
for the people that logt their water” (log2c 180-285).

CRY isnot only protesting the plant, it's suggesting other solutions for the problems caused by
the plant: "CRY wants to buy out the peoples homes so they can go elsewhere or reduce or taxes. Our
property's not worth anything, so people are coming in because they're getting something for nothing,
[they're] sdl[ing] it [so] cheap” (log2c 194).

Adding asadly ironic twist to the gory isthe fact that because of the areals lack of jobs, some
of Yukon's resdents are working as truckdrivers for Mill Service. Thisis strangely reminiscent of earlier
gtuationsin Y ukon and throughout southwestern Pennsylvania where sometimes neighbors were
"working for the enemy” as scabs. Mostly these were people from out of town, but sometimes they
were people one knew, or came to know. Economics can thus influence socia position and interactions
in subtle ways. My contacts were senditive to this, and declined to tell me who in Y ukon was working
for the Mill Service.

F. Herminie
1. Ethnic and Social Composition

Hermini€'s Sovenian population seems to be larger than Y ukon's, and again, people from dl
over the region attend the hal's events. The Slovenians bought their present hall from the Itdians, who
moved down the dreet into a"little club." The Itaian club has since closed, and the German club, which
used to be where the ambulance center is, is aso closed. The Moose club in Herminie is il active.
Mog of the Soveniansin Y ukon and Herminie are Cathalic; Y ukon's Sovenians go to the Seven
Dolors R.C. Church, and Herminie's Slovenians attend St. Edward's. Other churchesin town include
St. Mary's Greek Orthodox Church and The United Brethren Church.

2. The Slovenian Hall

Herminies Sovenian Hal members are about sixty percent Sovenian. This hdl isthe site of the
Thursday Night Button-Boxers, a band which includes the traditiona Slovenian accordion which has
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buttons rather than keys. They practice every Thursday night, and play for different events. For instance,
they played for Ethnic Daysin Perryopolis. The spouses of the players come and sit &t the tables
nearby, playing cards, watching, and talking.

Downdairs, Sovenian line-dancing takes place, dso on Thursday nights. Thiskind of dancing is
"good for widows," Florence Penske told me, because you don't need a partner. (9-24FN) Theline
dance ingructor, Pauline Sekaey, is 73 years old and is an SNPJ lodge member from Library,
Pennsylvania People come to line dance from West Mifflin, Greensourg, Harrison City, and Wickhaven.
One couple come from Pittsburgh, and maost of them come from Greengburg. The line-dancing is not
only to Sovenian music, but to such pop classcs as "It's Electric.” The line dancers were al women,
athough afew men wandered in and out on the sidelines and one or two szt at nearby tables. Mogt of
the people in the room were at least over forty, and the average age was probably sixty or seventy.

The Sovenian Hall dso holds a country-western dance every Friday evening, and most
Saturdays they have polka dances. Every second Sunday of the month there are jam sessions, and any
musician can come aong and bring her or hisingrument.

Florence mentioned that she isinvolved in the Sovenian Folklore Ensemble, which has authentic
costumes and travels al over America. They performed in Rittsburgh at the Station Square |.C. Light
stage on Memorid Day this year. She started line-dancing, and then began taking button-box lessons,
which she's kept up for five years.

Other regiona Sovenian activitiesinvolve the SNPJ campgrounds in Enon Valey, Lavrence
County. Rita Zupanc told me that she and her family have atrailer there and "go up for the summer.,”
during which they hold dances, have bingo, "blyma’, and a Slovenianfest with foods and bands. The
Grape Fedtiva a Evangton (near Herminie) is another Sovenian summer event.

The buttonboxers and line-dancers were generdly friendly and dlowed me to take pictures, a
few of them coming over to say hello. Oneinteresting incident occurred as | was abouit to leave. | was
wearing a sweatshirt with Hebrew on it, and as | stood near atable collecting my things, a brown-
haired, socky man in his sixties, caled to me "hey, you ain't one of them Hebrews, isyou?' | looked at
him and said "As a matter of fact, yes, I'm Jewish." He had begun telling a Jewish joke, something about
how do you tell a Jewish boy from. . . | didn't pay much attention, as | didn't want to be baited.
Florence said to me, "Don't pay no attention to Ben, he likesto tease.” | began walking out and Ben
gpproached me and asked me some questions. | answered him, and he said he would show me the way
out. | said it wasn't necessary, but he inssted. On our way out, he turned to me suddenly and said "You
know | was just kidding with you, don't you? I'm a Jew mysdlf, Ben-ya-min" he pronounced his name
for mein Hebrew. Shocked, | looked at him. "Y eah, I'm probably the only Jew around for miles. My
wifes Sovenian.” In amonth of fidldwork in Westmoreland County and Forward Township, he was the
only Jewish person | met. | would have liked to interview him; it would be interesting to get his
perspective on the ared's ethnic group interactions and concerns.

H. Concerns and | ssues- Yukon and Herminie

Thefirst concern mentioned by peoplein Y ukon was the lack of work in the arear "'Put people
back to work, there's nobody working around here. They give you alittle raise in one hand and use
both hands to take it back™ (log2c side b 180). Another contact complained that *people don't want to
work anymore. . . they don't want to work for $4-5 an hour. . . the big-paying jobs are dl gone" (8-
25FN). He echoed the need for work, specificaly mill work: "We need some mills, man. . . we need
some business around here. All thistalk about industrid parks, they don't do no good, they don't put
nobody to work. . . " (8-25FN).
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Other important issues for Y ukon residents include, as previoudy mentioned, "getting] rid of the
acid plant” (log2c) and keeping ethnic heritage going in the Sovenian hdl. Also, the entire Y ough School
Didrict, merged from schoolsin Y ukon, West Newton, Herminie Mendon and Madison, will be
affected by the projected closing of the Mendon, Barn Run and Louber e ementary schools. The Y ough
high school will remain in Herminie, and the dementary schools in Herminie and West Newton will
remain open. There will be ajunior high in Mendon, and the high schoal in Herminie will be enlarged.
Judging by reactions | heard to the school merger in Elizabeth, thisis an issue which will greatly upset
the aredls resdents. Not only isit a great inconvenience for the children and their parents, it isaso
another poignant sign of the areds population loss and decline. Also, it contributes to this population
loss when families leave the smdl towns to move closer to schools.

The loss of the areals young isapivota concern in the resdents attempts to preserve ethnic
heritage. Herminies Sovenian Hall presdent, Al Lazaar, feds that athough Sovenian culture will till be
here twenty years from now, the clubs probably will not be; his concerns echo Adolf's and other older
ethnic group members: "We can't get young people interested. . . the youngest are 30-50" (9-24FN).

Y outh conferences are targeted a getting the young involved. Al is more optimistic than Adolf Korber,
though expressng smilar reservations : "The bigger lodges will survive. This one should be around for
quite afew years, but then you don't know who will be here to take our places. | 'm 73, and | cantt
keep going forever" (9-24FN).

VII West Newton and Sewickly Township
A. The Social Setting

West Newton welcomes you before your arriva with awooden sign on route 51 which reads:
"West Newton- 200 Y ears of Charm." | followed route 201 to east 136 towards West Newton as the
scenery changed abruptly from the heavy commerciaism of route 51 to alush green rurd area dotted
only withoccasiond hillboards for pizza, flowers, a stone and marble store, and afew churches. Severa
ramshackle gray weathered sheds added a picturesgue touch to the landscape as the one-lane road
wound toward and then through West Newton.

A sgn declaring thet ™Y ough children are protected. . . " told me that West Newton's children
have been incorporated into the larger common identity of the Y ough School Didtrict, which was
probably relatively recently created with the areals school merger. This sign symbolized, for me, the
Sudy ared's trend towards a melding of identities, and an attrition of the independent community
identities which were fostered in the days of the boom town.

People in the area are mainly truckers, farmers, or service workers. Truckers work for Charley
Brothersin New Stanton or for other nearby companies, and some are independent. Ethnic groupsin
West Newton include French Canadians, Itdians, English, and Sovak.

There are only 64 blacks and 3,081 whites in West Newton.

After talking with several people in West Newton it became apparent thet residentsin the area
see their town as embedded in the wider context of the area. They are knowledgeable about activities
and landmarksin other smdl towns in the region, and often work in different sections of townships and
boroughs s multaneoudy. Community boundary lines seem to be "blurry™ in the sense that people can
identify with more than one small-town community without conflict. The overarching regiond idertity of
Sewickley township may be a more sdient marker. Thus, for ingtance, Jack Kuiphoff, himsdf a
relatively new resident, could tell me hels a"fireman from Turkeytown" who livesin West Newton and
aso volunteers with the West Newton Ambulance team. He is intimately knowledgeable about strange
stuaions in Wyano, and he works in both Rostraver Township (at the Citgo gas Sation) and in West
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Newton. He wants to get ajob in Greensburg with the Mutua Aid Ambulance.

Jack’s father moved from nearby Ruffsdade to New Stanton where he and many other area
truck driverswork. Jason, who works with Jack in the Citgo gas sation, is a Fellsburg resident who is
familiar with placesin New Stanton and Perryopolis a which he and other area youth hang out for fun.

Despite the regionaly embedded context of West Newton's socid and culturd life, residents
create individual community identity through various community events and organizations. For instance,
West Newton has its own volunteer emergency medica services. The gas Sation, Hillcrest Exxon, on
east 136, seemsto be an informa community information center. Its outsde windows and wals are
covered with fliers announcing community events. The atendant there was quite hepful with directions
and knowsthe areawdl. A "West Newton Community Family Picnic” was hdd a the West Newton
Community Poal. A "West Newton Community Festival" was another summer community event.

Churches aso sponsor community events. Bingo is held at the United Presbyterian Church as
well asat the Firehdl. A "Soup and Sdlad Game Party” was sponsored by the Holy Family church at
their socia hal. The town of West Newton, population 3,152 (1990 State Census) boasts eight
churches, a Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist, Methodist- Episcopaian, Baptist, Presbyterian and
Wedeyan church.

Jugt afew milesfrom the Hillcrest Station, to the left on esst
136 isthe Sewickley P of H Grange, which held a" Sewickley Community Fair" in Augugt, before the
West Newton Fair. It would have been informative to have been able to attend both events and
compare vistors and organizers to see how much overlgp there is between the two "communities.”

Continuing down the narrow road (136E) away from West Newton in Sewickley Township, the
scenery ismodtly rurd. Fids of corn, barns, and spacious homes with horses and cows grazing in the
yard flank the road.

Coming back aong route 136, heading wes, there is a smdl road opposite the "Candldight Inn"
which rolls down through corn fields and green hills and over a picturesque covered wooden bridge.
Straight ahead lies Wyano, past ametd guardrail which is spray-painted: "Pa Dot for Kill." Yukon isto
the left a the guardrall.

On the way to Wyano was an intriguing place which looked like it was aremnant from
Halloween. Two red posts flanked a wide driveway; the posts were topped by leering plastic skulls and
adorned with upside down metal crosses. A dark red wooden sign warned: "Satan's Land- Enter At
Your Own Risk." A miniature American flag flew from each Sde of the Sgn. Next to it wasasmdl
white chair which read "Lifeguard" across the back, and undernegth it, in black "Jesus Chrigt." A Peps-
Cola can sat on the armrest of the tiny wooden chair. Across the driveway was a rope which was on
the ground, and a cardboard sign which warned people in fluorescent orange to "Stay Away." Next to
the other pogt, across from the Sign, lay an uprooted red mailbox, which read "Denny Skinnerback, 666
Devil'sLane."

At the top of the driveway, an upside down cross hung over the entrance to a large white garage.

Two eghteentwheder trucks were parked in front of the garage; one had "Welfare Line" spray-
painted on its white door. A negt, ordinary-looking stone house stood innocently across from the
garage, a the end of awide expanse of grass. This property and its owner play an interesting role in the
areds youth culture, which | will discussin more detail in the next section.

Across the gtreet from this property, two large white circles decorated with star-like symbalsin
the middle and leaves and flower-like symbols surrounding it in a circular pattern hung on the front of a
large red barn. They reminded me of Amish decorations. Above those two large circleswas asmdler
circle, decorated by a horse head st in the black outline of agtar. | wastold the family which ownsthis
barn has Amish origins. (log22c) I'm not sure if these two properties are considered to be in Wyano; |



39

think they may be consdered smply Sewickley Township.
Wyano has a pogt office, an honor roll, and afoundry which seemsto be il in operation. It
as0 hasahotel and the Wyano Evangelicd United Brethern church.

B. Youth culture, " Satan'sland" and graveyard entertainment

The teenage boys of Rogtraver and Sewickley Townships are involved in various activities such
as hunting, fishing, hiking, and volunteering with the fire or emergency medical departments. Many of
them aso hold some sort of service job in gas Sations or fast food places. For entertainment, some of
them "hang out a Kmart's'; others enjoy mischievous pranks and "spooking” themselves and their
friends. (log18c 188) As| only spoke with boys (two) | didn't find out much about the young girls
activities, but | wastold that severd of the girlsthey knew also worked at McDonald's. My guessisthat
few of the girlsin the areawork at the gas dations.

Denny Perlow, who cdls himsdf "Denny Skinnerback,” and his home "Satan's Land" provides
entertainment for the ared's youth and a source of gossip and head-shaking for the adults. Also,
unfortunatdly for his neighbors, he is a nuisance, lowerstheir property's vaue and makes it next to
impossible for them to sdl their homes.

Teenswho don't fed like "hanging out a K-Marts' drive through Denny's yard at night and
damage his property, knocking down the rope at the bottom of his driveway, uprooting his mailbox, €tc.
They knock on his door and run away. When Denny responded to one of the midnight drive-throughs
by assembling a""dummy™ replica of one of the boys hed seen in the car, with a death threat on i,
neighborhood boys dismantled the dummy. According to them, Denny then "hooked up 220 valtsto it
which shocked people when they touched it" (log22c 020).

Tdes about Denny include rumours that he chases people in his eighteen whedler, and that he
rides "hislawn tractor & night with no clothes on and adevil's mask. His neighbors think he's
sck"(log22c 091).

Jack Kuiphoff did not know where Denny worked; he assumed he was an independent trucker.
However, Jason, his co-worker, told me that Denny worksfor D + A Auto Auction on route 70 as a
truck driver. He knew this because his father had also worked there at one time,

Denny supposedly "goes to work drunker than hell.” Although the company was somewhat
reluctant to hire him because of his strange behavior, his record was very good, and as "he's a pretty
good mechanic,” they hired him. (log22c 136)

The Sewickley Township teens aso "cruise” through cemeteries for fun. The idea of the
supernaturd in the forms of ghogts, spirits, or the devil seemsto fascinate them. Thisis probably the
casein many rurd communities; one contact | met briefly from New Kensngton told me of teenswaiting
a "Seepy Hollow" for "the bride," abride tragicdly killed on her wedding night years ago, to cross the
road. They bring acoholic beverages and drink until someone "sees’ the bride.

Jason told me thet there are two cemetery "atractions’ he goesto occasionaly. Oneis"the
Archangds', who arein aNew Stanton cemetery. They are reputed to have some mystical or spiritud
aspects, because "some kid was going to take pictures of it for a school project of memorias and that
was the only picture that didn't come out. The two angels were guarding the tomb and the picture was
al blurry where the two angelswere." (log22c 155) He regards the outings as entertainment,
pragmatically, not as a chance for atrue encounter with spirits. "No [noone ese has taken a picture] it
would ruin the fun cause then the picture will come out right.” (log22c 155)

He had the same pragmatic gpproach to their other graveyard destination, thet of the "glowing
tombstone.” Thisisin acemetery on a hillside nearby:"when you drive past there's one tombstone that
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glows, and what it isisaporchlight, but you're not supposed to know that. A smart person would
know, but when you first seeit. . . " (log22c 165-187)

Also theré's "the old Quaker cemetery that's been moved, it's only 'bout a hundred feet by a
hundred. . . they say weird things happen up there but | never seen anything." (log22c 165-187)

VIIl. Mt. Pleasant

A. Geographical and Social Description

Mt. Pleasant can be approached via 76 to the Donegal exit and then west on 31, or via51 to
981, through Smithton and Alverton. Approaching Mt. Pleasant on west 31 one passes signs for the
Acme Methodist Church and Community Center, which hold bingos and auctions. Thereisa Mt.
Pleasant Mine Service off of route 31, and the Bear Rocks Community is dso nearby. The Mennonite
Church Center is on route 982, aright off of west 31. The Lenox Clearance Center ison route 31, asis
Mount Joy, asmdl town like Médlingertown or Elkshorn which obvioudy was a town with an individud
character and identity but today conssts of afew houses and maybe a sign or two. The attendents at the
Sunoco dation at the Donegal exit were surprised that Mt. Joy was on my map, and they were
astonished that Médlingertown, which is now essentialy just one road, was on the map. Mt. Joy was
distinguished by the smdl Mt. Joy church, which has an adjoining cemetery.

After the Mt. Joy Church is the Church of the Brethren, and shortly after the church asign
welcomes you to Mt. Pleasant. The first church sign insgde Mt. Pleasant proper is one for the First
Assembly of God. After that isablue and ydlow state Sgn commemorating John Geary, the first
governor of Pennsylvania, who had been a Mt. Pleasant resident. Opposite that sign is Méelingertown
Road, next to King's Copies.

Further in town isthe only Sunoco in Mt. Pleasant- the Donegd Sunoco attendants had told me
the attendant there would know where Mdlingertown is. Obvioudy gas sations are informal information
centers for these towns, too, asin West Newton. The attendant at this station was able to direct me to
Mélingertown Road; however he didn't know much about the town it once was, (nor could he tell me
where the newspaper offices are).

In the heart of Mt. Pleasant, population 4,787 (1990 State Census) is the Chamber of
Commerce, which advertised the community's glass festival. Downtown Mt. Pleasant boasts an
American Legion, afunerd home, a Church of God, a Reunion Presbyterian church, a United
Methodit, a First Assembly of God, and a Methodist- Episcopalian church. Stores such as Co-Gos and
bars line the main sreet. The office of the State representative of the 26th district, Eugene G. Sdloom
(the funeral home bears his name) islocated on the main street next to a hunting and fishing store.
Ohbvioudy the Sdoom family isinfluentid in town, because the department store also bears the name
Sadoom, George Sdoom. The "racid” compostion of Mt. Pleasant conssts of 55 African- Americans, 9
people of "hispanic origin," 6 American Indian, Eskimo or Aleut, 4,720 whitesand 5 Asan or Pecific
Idanders. Ethnic groupsin the areainclude French Canadians, Italians, Polish, Sovak, German, Czech,
and English.

The Mt. Pleasant area was surrounded by Henry Clay Frick's cod mines and coke factories. It
is aso renowned for its glass, the natural elements needed for glass-meking are dbundant in its hillsdes.
The main items produced today in Mt. Pleasant are colored glass and crystd. The Smith Glass factory
in town produces pressed glass. The Lenox Factory produces crystal. Lenox used to be located in
town, at the Ste of the old Bryce factory, but it was "moved out of town because the old buildings
weren't good enough or something.” (9-1FN) Obvioudy this was somewhat of ablow for Mt. Pleasant,
asfewer Lenox customers continue into town to purchase items there. Nevertheless, the very presence
of the popular Lenox plant helps the town's economy. A Lenox saleswoman told me that the crystd is
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gtill produced in Mt. Pleasant because the natural materias for it are abundant here, but that the chinais
produced in New Jersey.

B. The Mt. Pleasant Glass Festival

The Mt. Pleasant Glass Fegtiva centers around the town's principal past (and present)
industries, as does the Scottdale Coke and Coal Festival. A wooden wagon at the entrance to the
fedtiva prominently displayed glass objects, and Lenox and Smith glass tents were set up near aglass-
blowing demondration.

The concept of crafts as production (i.e. glass) was reflected and reinforced by the many handi- craft
boothsin the festiva.

The Scottdale Festivd, in contrast, had emphasized historical aspects of the town and of the
cokeindustry as work rether than as acraft or skill. While the Scottdde festival had a section for "Arts
and Crafts' which was relegated to the basement of a bank, the crafts booths at Mt. Pleasant were a
dominant festival feature, scattered throughout the food, drink, and readymade goods booths.

In addition to booths and the glass-blowing demondtration, the festiva sponsored entertainment
such asa"twins contest” and gospel music by the Mt. Pleasant based Steel City Quartet.

Mogt of the people running the festiva booths came from outside of Mount Pleasant; in fact,
none of the craftspeople | encountered were from the town or even a nearby area. One, Seamus
Connoally, isfrom New Stanton; others were mostly from Westmoreland and Allegheny counties-
Glassport, Pittsburgh, Ligionier, Conndllsville, Confluence, etc.

1. Steelworkers, car penters, housewives turned craftspeople

The craftspeople at both the Scottdale and Mt. Pleasant festivals were people who had come
up with crestive solutions to their economic problems. The men often had the help of their spousesin
beginning their own businesses using previoudy acquired skills or familiar materids. The men were
mostly involved in wood carving and painting, while the women seemed to establish more solitary crafts
bus nesses such as crocheting, needlework, jewery or hand-painted clothes. WWomen seemed to have
less spousal support. Women sat together in many of the women-run booths, some of them mother-
daughter pairs.

For many of these craftspeople, their crafts are hobbies which have become either supplemental
or dternative means of support astheir crafts businesses became more lucrative than other available
jobs. For instance, Gary Barden, a carpenter turned craftsman now creates cabinets, decorative hooks
and other carved wooden items. He told me that his craft business has become so busy that he had to
take days off of his recently acquired factory job to prepare for this show. He has been doing carpentry
work since high school, and decided that he wanted to work for himself; someday hed like to own his
own shop.

Severa other craftspeople mentioned owning their own shops as a persona and occupationd
god. Richard Bilak told me the tory of his occupationd evolution from stedworker to craftsman and
aspiring craft shop owner. After losing hisjob in 1979 at the Fittsourgh Sted Foundry (now Bucyrus-
Erie Sted) he started doodling, and then "putzing around” in his cellar making names out of wood.
People liked his crafts, and he continued making them, giving them away or kegping them. When he and
hiswife, Caral, were down to their last few hundred dollars of savings, they purchased a scroll saw, and
he began creating figurines. Starting in 1981, he soon branched out into painting on wooden plagues and
creating bird houses and unique tree trunk planters with carved faces.

Carol, amedica secretary at the Pittsburgh Epilepsy Center, helps him and dso carves some
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items hersdf. She fedstha Richard's cregtivity had been stifled by the mills, and only now was able to
emerge. They, dong with many of the other crafts and sales people a the festiva, now make the rounds
of areafedtivasto sl ther crafts, creating and selling them from their home.

Some of the other craftspeople at the festival don't sall their crafts out of their homes, and are
not professiond festival attenders. They attend festivals sporadically as a means of supplementing their
other income. For example, Della Resh of Sapesville, amother of two who was sdling her own hand-
knitted items, does not sell out of her home. She works and attends the Community College of
Allegheny County. Her mother was assisting her at this festival, and she told me that her sster would be
selling some of her crafts at the Soroptomist Annua Antique Show in Somerset.

Family seemsto be an important support for craftgpeople saling their merchandise and starting
crafts busnesses. One family has taken their craft beyond the world of festivas and had gone into
didribution to different stores in Fittsburgh and on the Pennsylvaniaturnpike. In an interesting twist they
creste continuity with the region's past dependence on cod through their craft. Their cod figurinesare a
potent symbol and reminder of Southwestern Pennsylvanias occupationd heritage. It is fascinating how
this craft changes cod from a sometimes painful reminder of past losses to a symbol of people's
reslience and their ability to condruct a new future.

C. Mélingertown Road

Méelingertown Road, the Russalstold me, was "like alittle town & one point” (9-1FN). The
road had not had asign "until the reverend moved here. . . his congregation hed a hard time finding him.
Hesretired now. . . " The sign was misspelled because " someone keeps taking it down. That's about
the third sgn they put up and they Hill can't get it right” (9-1FN).

The only trace of the Mdlingers who hed lived on this road was a smal cemetery which the
Russds, who live on Mdlingertown Road, told me about. It isin the backyard of "someone who owns a
lot of eighteen-wheders' and amost as many barking, chained dogs. The cemetery is very smal, dmost
afamily plot, with very old faded gravestones and footstones. A Samud and Mary Mdllinger are buried
there with their son Joseph. It is my guess that Samuel was an assmilated Jew and married a non
Jewish woman, Mary; not only is their name a Jewish name, but her scone mentions Jesus, and his, while
lacking a Jewish marker or Hebrew, does not. They were both born in Lebanon, Pa, and died four
years gpart, hein 1871, shein 1876. Joseph, who is probably ether their son or his brother, died in
1875. Histombstone is much smdler and less legible than Samud and Mary's. The two other surnames
in the cemetery, Moody and Kramer, are dso possibly Jewish names. Unfortunately, because of the
faded inscriptions, it was difficult to redly tell much more about these past Mdlingertown residents.

However, the Mdlingertown story reminds me of the other little towns | have encountered in my
research such as Elkhorn and Manown Hollow, whose identities today emit only afaint echo of their

past vitdity.
I X. Scottdale
A. Brief geographic and socio-historical description

A sgn a the entrance to Scottdae proclams that you are entering a"friendly community.” Some
community inditutions that one passes on the way up the hill to the center of the "friendly” town include
an American Legion Pogt, Loucks park and playground, a denture clinic, an architect's office, aFirst
Baptist church, a Church of God, a Calvin United Presbyterian Church, a Ferguson Funerd Home, an
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optometrist's office, and alibrary. Scottdale appears to have many more services than most of the small
towns| visited. The main square on Pittsburgh street boasts a restaurant, several stores, and the
"Independent Observer" newpaper office. The Courier Daily, which is published out of Mt. Pleasant,
has a Courier company office in Scottdale on North Broadway S.

Scottdale, with a population of 5,184 (1990 State Census) has aracid distribution typical of the
study area of very few African Americans (69) in an overwhemingly white community. Its main ethnic
groups are Germans, Polish, Irish, Itdians, Sovaks, and English.

Scottdale and its surrounding areas were famous for their coke production and for their
proximity to Connellsville in Fayette county, whose coke was consdered to be the top grade of coke
available. Scottdae was dso well known for the famous cod and coke moguls who resided there, such
as Henry Clay Frick and H. B. Thompson. Frick was reputed to own 95,000 beehive ovens between
Brownsville and Latrobe" (logl7c) Coke more than anything € se defined life in Scottdde. People
riding on the trolley at night read the newspapers by the light of the coke ovens, and people waited for
days on which coke wasn't drawn to do their laundry. Otherwise, their " clothes were going to be so
black that it wouldn't do much good.” (log 16¢)

Today, the beehive ovens are largdly arelic of the industrid past, and the ovensin Alverton,
near Scottdale, serve as educationd tools. Dick Campbell reported having "aguy cal me and ask meto
arrange for atour for awhole company of men down here who'd never seen a coke oven. . . they make
coke dl their life and they don't know what an individua coke oven lookslike." (logl7c)

B. The Scottdale Coke and Coal Festival

The Scottdde Coke and Cod Festiva, held annudly in September, ismore of a
commemoration of an industria heritage and a celebration of its legacy than of present indudtrid
production. Coke production has now moved towards the Mon river, and is mainly carried out at the
large Clairton and Wheding-Pitt works, rather than at the smaller works such as Alverton which dotted
the area surrounding Scottdae.

Thisfestivd's god isto congtruct a proud memory of thisidentity-defining industry: "The coke business
iswhat made our indugtrial history. To get good iron you have to have coke.” (logl7c) A pressng
concern for Dick Campbell and other Coke and Coa museum supportersis the need for fundsto
restore and maintain such monuments to the past as the Alverton bee-hive ovens.

The Alverton ovens provide Scottdale residents with an opportunity to see actua beehive ovens
and occasiond (usudly at least once ayesar, a the festival) coke drawings. Dick Campbell stressed the
need to tie these ovensin with the museum so that people wouldn't have to travel even asfar as
Mammoth Park to see them; an outing could be made to the museum and the ovens in one afternoon.

At thefestiva, booths sdlling sweatshirts, jewery, wooden name plates, toys, etc. lined the
walkway to the central gazebo. The Mt. Pleasant Firemen's Band was playing, and other groups were
scheduled to play in the gazebo throughout the day. Crafts, as mentioned previoudy, were in the
basement of the bank on the square. A dightly unhappy looking llama strolled dong the cement plaza
with his trainer, John Pavlik of Fantasy Enterprises, Inc., from white Oak. (They also attended the Mt.
Peasant Festivel, & which the Ilama seemed much happier in the grassy upper park.)

Around the gazebo were various booths. One was for the Scottie Marching Band, another for
RACC, Rurd Area Concerned Citizens, who are fighting the ingtalation of a sone quarry in Bullskin
Township, across the Fayette/Westmoreland border. | talked with a RACC member, Marian Ash, and
the presdent, Deb Wilson. Marian told me of their distress at the possibility of the quarry damaging their
homes and well water, and destroying the beauty of Greenlick Dam Reservoir. She said that the dust
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and pollution would affect Scottdale aswell.

The "ethnic" food booths which were advertised consisted of pierogi and haushki, Itdian
sausage, kidbasa, pizza, Chinese food, fried vegetables, etc. There were aso amusement park rides for
the children. A wagon pulled by atractor instead of a horse waited for passengers on Fittsburgh S

1. The Alverton workstour and the Coke and Coal museum

The biggest festival attraction seemed to be the tours, for which schoolbuses | eft regularly from
the front of the Y.M.C.A. building.

There were tours of the city, the museum, and the Alverton Coke Works. A coke draw was listed in the
program for the 4:00 tour, so | chose to participate in that tour.

However, upon arriving a the works with Dick Campbell, he told a disappointed group that
coke would not be drawn this year, and pointed to the surrounding black heaps, explaining: "It'sin very
bad shape because this year Mrs. Painter decided that she was going to try to reprocess dl of the
leftover coke that was around the ovens that had built up for years. She thought she could make alittle
bit of money if she could scrape up dl of thisand sdl it to somebody. But once she got into the thing the
DER wouldn' let her take it off the grounds so we have the whole thing dug up and now they won't give
us permission to do it. When she did that she cut our beehive oven off so we can't get into the beehive
oven. . . again we got politicsdl over the place.” (logl7c)

One of Dick's main concerns, then, is the Department of Environmental Resources. Despite his
earlier comment about the coke drawings turning the air so black even the laundry got dirty, he
downplayed the effects of the industry on the environmen.

Dick's comments capture the ambivalence of many people about the coke, cod and sted
industries of Pennsylvania; people look with nostagia on the rdlative security (availability) of the work
and theway of life it supported, but many are relieved to live in a cleaner environment. He argued.: " . .
.Y ou see the pictures of al the company houses, and they took greet pride in their gardensand . . .
raised big plants. So | don't know that it did such great damage as far as the environment. Welve gotten
S0 accustomed to this thing of trying to protect the environment that | don't know if we haven't
destroyed ourselves to some extent.” (logl7c)

Dick aso needs funds not only for the preservation of the coke ovens, but for the desired
purchase of the Frick office building in Scottdde. Thiswould fit in nicely with the historica
recongtruction of Scottdal€'s occupationa legacy .

2. TheCraft Circle

After thetour, | visited the crafts section in the bank basement. | met aretired gentleman, Mr.
Willis, who had begun making crafts with his daughter. When she turned to other things, he and hiswife
continued the crafts busi ness, making wooden and cloth items such as potpourri hotpads.

Sandy Stohl was sdling the cod figurines | mentioned above. An artist was drawing caricatures
in the corner. One other table offered toys and handmade gadgets and Christmas ornaments, another
held carved, stained wooden objects. The table at the entrance was run by the Craft Circle, agroup of
senior women who are dl members of the Jacobs Creek Church, the oldest Methodist church (160-70
years old) in Scottdde. They were raffling off a quilt they had stitched together. The group also does
other things together, such as cooking and serving food for lunches, and craft shows at the church.

Carolyn Schmuck, a Craft Circle member who livesin Bear Rocks Community now, near Mt.
Pleasant, till comes to the church on Sundays and participates in these kinds of activities. Sheis skilled
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in doing the unusua "tenneref” ditch, which she taught the group to do on their firgt quilt. Another
member, Leora Kooser, practices the rapidly fading (according to C.C. members) art of tatting. They
told me that the Scottdae Christ United Methodist Church aso has members who quilt and that they
have a bazaar every year.

Another folkcraft genre popular in this arealis gogpel music. Gospel groups performed at both
the Scottdae and the Mt. Pleasant fedtivals.
Carolyn Schmuck told methat a"gospd sing” is hdd on the first Sunday in June a the Mennonite
Center near Scottdale, and at New Salem in Fayette County. Her son attends agospel sing in Deep
Creek, Maryland.

D. The onewho would call hersdf " queen”

| met Marina Philips at the Scottdale Coke and Cod festival. Sheisfrom the Philippines, and is
the only Asian person I'd come across in the duration of my fieldwork, so | was particularly esger to
find out her perspective on community life and her own role in it. She was helping another Philippino, a
mde friend from New Y ork, sdll hisimported toys. | asked her if | could interview her, and though
suspicious at first, she agreed after | showed her the survey explanation shet.

Shetold me that sheisthe only Philippino in the area, and that she has ahdf-gder in
Missssippi, but her father, two sgters and abrother are il in the Philippines. The only Philippino
community in theregion is Pgh, she told me, and there are afew Philippinos in Greensburg.

Marina clamsto be the messiah, the "queen” of the world, chosen before Jesus to be the
prophet after him, to reved the way the world is built and to teach people about "God, the Holy Spirit
and the Devil." (log23c) She asserted repeatedly that "your president knows about me" and said that
gheis"the one Nostradamus predicted.” Her sense of aienation from the community came out in many
of the things she said: ""People will laugh & me when | reved mysdf to theworld because | aman
Orientd girl." She lambasted the Americans treatment of blacks: "American people think black isno
vaue and s0 they want them to die' and of her "peopl€e’ in her country. "1'm going to go home and prove
to my people what the Americans did to my people.” Marina accuses America of dumping itswastein a
cavein the Philippines. "Americaistrying to control everything and not tdling everybody whét they're
doing.” (log23c)

Marinalives done in a huge old manson on Attsourgh S. filled with antiques and gorgeous
gtained glass windows which she dlaims are symbols of "the prophecy” and demonstrations that the Holy
Spirit chose this house for her.

Marina has lived in Scottdde for five years, moving to this house because it was a "gift from the
Holy Spirit." Previoudy she lived in Greensburg for 15 years. She immigrated to Americaat 17, married
to an American serviceman whom she subsequently divorced. He has custody over their three children
and livesin Export. She is separated from her second American husband, who lives in Washington,
Pennsylvania

Marina consders herself a businessvoman. She presently distributes embroidered sweatshirts
to area shops. Before beginning this business, she owned an eggroll business, Hohitas Philippino Food,
which was in Greensburg. She supplied stores such as Shop N' Save and Giant Eagle. She dso helped
run a Philippine food fair in town for five years.

Marinafeds that she has been manipulated and taken advantage of in her business and by her
husband because she can't read and write, is Philippino, and because of her "prophecy." She was
persuaded by her business advisors and her ex-husband to alow him full custody while she retained
vigitation rights, sSince that agreement she has not been dlowed to see her children. Sheis presently
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fighting for the custody she rdinquished in 1986.

Marinaisin asmilar position to Denny Perlow in the Wyano/West Newton areg, in that their
aberrant beliefs make them not only virtual outcasts but the objects of curiosity, gossp, fear, and pranks
by neighborhood kids. Marina, however, functions much better asa community member than does
Denny Perlow.

She says, "'l don't hang out with anybody but alot of business people know who | am because |
did the food fair and was in the newspaper. . . | havelots of friends but | like to be by mysdf. . . | hang
out a Tartd'salot for dinner. . . One of my best friends in Scottdde is Bonnie from the Herb
Cupboard.” (Iog23c) She taks about the neighbors reactions to her: "They tell Soriesthat I'm awhore
and adrug deder because | live in abig house aone, but it's not true. . . They're trying to run me out of
town. . . I'm an Oriental person and Scottdade is the most discriminating place. . . neighbors don't
associate with each other . . . the children want to know who | am, gossip about me, knock on my door
and run away." (log23c)

Marina dso complained about the Mennonites, with whom she worships occasionaly. She said
that athough she likes their anti-war beliefs, they are hypocriticaly exclusve of non-Menonites and dso
"want to know everything . . . aout your private life"" "Mog of the people in town are Menonites" she
sad. The plethora of other churches seemsto belie this assertion, but | have no statistics on church
membership in the area.

She also told me that Scottdale was known for Ku Klux Klan and Mafia activities. How much
of her description is true remains to be seen; interviews with members of the black community or the
few other Asans she clams are in town would help to verify or disprove her assartions.

The overdl impresson | got from Marina, asde from her (to me) strange religious beliefs, was
an overwhdming sense of dienation from the community, despite her desire to participatein it. "'l want
to serve the community. | was involved with the Coke and Codl. . . I'm trying to show that even without
education | can do better for mysdif.”

The worgt scenario Marina predicted was a continuation or worsening of the discrimination she
fedsin Scottdde. She fed's that the presence of Sony will somewhat lessen community discrimination
againg Asans. The best scenario Marino could imagine would be if neighbors "try to get to know ther
neighbor instead of judging them and being scared of each other.” She has a pogtive outlook for the
future of the community: “the childreris minds are different from this generation, Scottdale will be better
in the future, they don't like war." (log23c)

X. Jacobs Creek
A. History of Jacobs Creek and the Alliance Furnace

Jacob's creek was formerly called "Sdt Creek™ by early settlers because of the ubiquitous sat
licks dong its edges. (Rowe: 5) The present name of the creek and the town was derived from the
Dédaware Chief Jacob, as he was cdled by the Americans. He often camped along the Y ough River
and the creek. His Kittaning stronghold was destroyed in 1756 by Colonel Armstrong.(Rowe: 5)

Early indudtries in the area included salt works and iron works. It is one of these iron works, the
Alliance Furnace, the oldest iron works west of the Allegheny mountains, that Bill Garber of Jacob's
Creek pointed out to me.

Bill Garber agreeswith A.L. Rowe, the author of Rambling in the Valley of Jacobs Creek, that
there is an urgent need for such an important monument to Pennsylvanias industrid past to be
preserved. (Rowe: 21) The furnace was first "blown in* on November 1, 1790. (Rowe: 10)
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The origind owners of the furnace were Turnbull, Marmie and Co., merchants from
Philadelphia. (Rowe: 11) Folk legend has it that Marmie, the Frenchman who managed the daily
operations of the furnace, "'committed suicide by jumping into the mouth of the burning furnace, after
driving in his dogs of the chase before him." (Rowe: 12) Rowe points out that this"romantic’ story is not
true, and that asmilar story wastold of a Fayette County furnace proprieter.

The furnace was "the centre of life and trade for miles around” providing employment for many.
(Rowe 13) It dso played an important hitorical role. The "shot and shdll used by Generd Waynein his
expedition againg the Indiansin 1794 were cast as this same old furnace at Jacobs Creek." (Rowe: 14)
The furnace ceased operation in 1802, and was purchased by the Jacobs Creek Oil Co. around 1823.
Presently it is on state gamelands property.

One of the earliest sdt works in western Pennsylvaniais located about a mile from the furnace.
(Row: 19) A barre factory was also nearby. On the Fayette Sde of the Jacobs Creek fdls are "the ruins
of asaw and grist mill, supposed to be the ste of Thomas Kyles mill." (Rowe: 36)

B. Geographical and social description

Jacobs Creek isa smal community on the other side of Smithton on route 981. Nearby
Smithton has a brewery, Jones Brewery, which makes Staub's beer. Smithton has severa churches,
including a Universdist church, alibrary, and a post office. Jacobs Creek has a First Baptist church and
the St. Nicholas Russian Greek Orthodox church. Attendance islow at the old Baptist church: "Not
many go there anymore, about 12 people.” The Orthodox church building is"relaively new. . .and was
moved from the lower end of town [to thislocation]." (logllc sde b 143-50)

Across from the Orthodox church sits awhite building which used to be the Jacobs Creek loca
grade school, but has been vacant since the Y ough district merger about fifteen years ago. It isnow
used by St. Nicholas as a socia hall. There are so two bars and a post office.

Ethnic groupsin Jacobs Creek are mainly English, German, Russian, Slovak and Hungarian.
There are very few African- Americans in Jacobs Creek; Bill Garber recdls only one African American
family ever having lived there

Activities in Jacobs Creek are very limited. Most people, Bill told me, go to Greensburg's and
Bdle Vernon's mdls; the storesthat used to be here are now dl gone, along with the gas gtation. One
can hear loca gossp at the post office, however. There are no socia organizations in Jacobs Creek
now, athough they used to have agun club and a UMW (United Mine Workers) union hall.

Jacobs Creek just recently received city water because of the poor loca water loaded with
irons and chemicals. Residents had to petition the state to receive the state-funded water lines, and were
required to pay tap-in fees.

1. Past and present occupations

In the past, many Jacobs Creek residents worked in the mines, as Bill Garber's father did.
Working conditions were so bad in the mines that his father refused to let him work there. Hed
narrowly missed being in severd explosions. "Mog al your cod minersin those days had something
wrong with them, broken arms, date fell on them, something happened to them. A lot of them carried
pieces of date or cod dust in the cuts that they had, the dust would get in and leave a blue stresk.
Sometimes the charges would go off prematurdly and it would blow date and coa and pepper their face
with little black specks.” (logllc side b 368)

Mr. Garber eventualy left the minesto work in the Scottdale and then the Wyano foundries,
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and taught his son a bit about blacksmithing. Although mining bothered his father, Bill pointed out that
"no one questioned it in those days. . . It seemed like a man would go into the mine and get ajob and
they actudly liked being in there, they liked the work. Most cod miners you would talk to didn't want to
work anywhere but themine" (logllc side b 403)

Farming was aso an important source of livelihood for Jacobs Creek at one time. Today there's
only one working farm in Jacobs Creek, and even that farm no longer ships milk. (logllc sde b 000)
Mogt of the farmsin Jacobs Creek have been sold to "people from the outside . . . [who] aren't farming
them. . . they may be speculating.” (logl1c side b 000) Most of the stedlworkersin Jacobs Creek who
are old enough draw their pension, and some of the younger ones got called back to work at Monessen
and Clairton. (logllc sde b 040) Many people work for the Wettarau Corporation, afood distribution
company (logllc sideb 061) "There are alot of people working at the 76 truck stop, pumping geas. .
[theréq] redlly not awholelot around thisarea. " (logllc side b 061)
+"A lot of the people [from Jacobs Creek] move out” Bill told me, giving me an example from his own
family, "like | was saying about my nieces, onesworking at Seven Springs and one in Fittsburgh” One
Jacobs Creek woman works with heavy equipment as an operating engineer. She used to work for the
stedl mills but now works on state roads and projects.

C. The Russian Greek Orthodox Church

The Bobbiches are active members of Jacobs Creek St. Nicholas Russian Greek Orthodox
church. His family isfrom Czechodovakia, hersfrom Croatia. As thiswas "the only church for Savonic
people [in the Smithton/Jacobs Creek areg] [they] were baptized there." (loglsc) Ther families are
from the area of the Carpathian mountains, so they are actudly Carpatho-Russians. Their church isone
of the few which ill celebrates Christmas on January 7, while most of the other Orthodox churches
have begun cdlebrating Christmas on December 25. They aso celebrate Easter after Passover, a
tradition they're likely to hold on to.

Chuck, who was a stedlworker at Whedling-PFitt in Monessen for 40 years, has been a treasurer
in the church since he was 23. Becky was the president of the dtar society, which was like awomen's
auxiliary. It dissolved about eight years ago, dthough if something is needed for the church the women
make phone calls and mobilize. Becky and Chuck just helped coordinate the 48th nationa convention
of Russan Orthodoxy in Greensburg. Their church was the host chapter and sponsored the convention.
The convention was attended by about 400 people, and meetings were held to discuss changing
organization laws, fundraisers, and getting youth involved. Chuck said he was surprised a how many
"young ones' there were at the convention.

The congregation conssts of about thirty-five families. Chuck's brother, Frank, is the church
president, Nick Rubbish is the secretary, and George Opaenick is the vice-president.

Congregants come from Dawson, Jeannette, and "this Sde" of Greensburg, but most of them
arelocd. The ethnic composition is"mixed, redly, alot of intermarriage.” The church is occasiondly
used for community events, for which the church charges just enough to cover costs. (Ilogl5c) The
church now holds services on some Saturday evenings with Fether David Smoley. When services are
Saturday night, there are no services Sunday morning, except in Monongahela. The Jacobs Creek S.
Nicholasis amission church of the Monongahedla St. Nicholas.

. Nicholas was founded in 1911 at the lower end of town near the railroad tracks. Around
1962 a new building was constructed at the present location to replace the deteriorating old church.
During the coa boom years of Jacobs Creek, St. Nicholas had over 200 familiesin its congregation.

The church coordinates events with other Carpatho- Russian churches such as hayrides with the
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Monongahdla St. Nicholas.

Although many families have moved out in pursuit of jobs, there are gill some young children in the area.
The church recently held a holy communion for 4-5 children who are over nine years old. One of those
children is the Bobbiches grandaughter.

The Bobbich family is representative of the regiond pattern of mohility. Those of their four
children who were able to commute or work in the area have stayed nearby, while the others moved to
find employment. Their daughter, Barbara, works for the Muskeega L ake Millen Brewery in Wisconsin.
One of their sons, Michad, lives "up on the hill" in Jacobs Creek, and works at Robert Shaw, which
sls controls for stoves and furnaces. Another son, Charles, livesin Y ukon and owns the farm behind
Mill Service, and owns abusiness cdled Vertex Imaging right down the street. Their son John livesin
Y ukon and worked in the mills until they were phased out and then began work at the Liebart Company
repairing computers, he is separated from his wife and children who live across the street from the
Bobbiches. Michad is dill active in the church, and John was until he moved to Y ukon.

1. Ethnic Traditions

An interesting and beautiful ethnic craft activity which Becky and afew other S. Nicholas
members pursue is that of Pesenke egg decorating. Becky's priest runs projects annually before Eagter,
such as reading the Bible, etc. About ten years ago her priest decided to teach the members pesenke
egg decorating for that annua Easter project. Becky has been designing eggs since then and has taught
her children and grandchildren how to do it aswell. Becky refers to her book, Egas Beautiful- How to
Make Ukrainian Eggs, for new idess.

Becky showed me her pesenke eggs, which were decorated with many different patterns and
colors. Becky recalled that athough her mother never practiced ethnic arts, except needlework, her
grandmother created pesenke eggs using a dull red dye she got from soaking onion skinsin water. Her
grandmother would drip the wax on the area where the design would be, and then dip the egg in the
onion dye. Becky picked up severd of her eggs and showed me the difference in style between them
and the others she made. "Old timers used to do this but it wasn't as delicate a design- these are what
they used to do." These had fewer colors, mostly red, black, and white, and smpler designs. Becky's
other eggs more closely resembled the eggs in Eggs Beautiful; they were more colorful and more
intricately designed.

Many of the decorations, according to the Eggs Beautiful, symbolize religious ideas or practices.
For instance, the pussy willows are reminiscient of the pussy willows the Orthodox use for PAm
Sundays ingtead of Pam. Becky laughingly told me, however "I just do what [design] | like" (log15c)

Cregting pesenke eggs, Becky told me, involves melting wax onto the egg in areas you don't
want to have a certain color, then dying the egg that color, moving the wax, etc. She buysthe dyesin
packets, and uses a Sylus to make smdler, more detailed designs. The designs are intricate and
complicated on many of them, and it's a time-consuming art which requires patience.

Becky aso decorates eggs with pictures of rdigious Sgnificance such as "the Virgin Mary" with
beads and sequins. These have hooks and can be hung in Christmas trees as ornaments.

Other ethnic traditions the Bobbiches keep include Savic cooking. They make ethnic food such
as halushki, kielbas, sauerkraut, and goulash for food booths in aMonongahda festival and for
Monessen's ethnic days, and South Park Community Days. Also, to raise money for the church, they
make hoagies every week and sdll them at the 76 Truck Stop.

Both Becky and Chuck do crafts such as needlework, and she crochets and knits as well.
Becky's mom taught Chuck to do needlework to pass hisidle time during a sickness, and he enjoyed it
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s0 much he's continued with occasiond projects since then. Their house is decorated with many
beautiful products of Becky's work.

D. Concernsand | ssues

Bill Garber is quite concerned, as mentioned previoudy, about the preservation of the Alliance
Furnace. He and the Bobbiches agreed that there is a need for jobs, and that the condition the townisin
has to do with "employment and the number of young people leaving." (logllc sde b 323) The people
who arein town are trangent, the buildings are "abandoned, old, and delapitated. . . falling gpart.”
(logllc sde b 323) Thereislittle new congruction in town, partly because of the lack of work and
money, and partly because the town isin aflood plain, which makes insurance expensve.

Bill is somewhat pessmidtic about the outlook for employment, athough he holds that some
positive effects might result from the Sony plant. He decries the "Reagan Bush adminidration. . .
thinking they're going to run an economy on service jobs, but they're eroding the tax base because
people on minimum wages aren't paying much taxes. They're not paying into any pension plans, socid
security, and | fed that somewhere down the road thisis going to cometo abad end.” Chuck and
Becky suggested the possibility of "high-tech work” for the next generation, but concluded that "it's
unforseeable whether it will happen. . . with work it's dmost impossible to dream dong those lines.”

Bill'sidea of a"best future scenario” isto revive some of the industry such as stedl and bring in
plastics companies and "high tech stuff" such as computers and software.” Chuck mentioned that he
would like to see more socidizing in the generd community, as there was when he grew up, rather than
the televison-centered mindset.

Asfor the church's future, the Bobbiches would like to have more church functions to keep
people interested in their ethnic heritage, particularly the younger generation. Chuck stressed the
importance of teaching them the vaues of family life. They would aso like to see more people and
better attendance in church.

The Bobbiches are interested in the prospect of a united Orthodoxy, as are the Dackos and the
Esseys and many Orthodox church members. Chuck agrees with them that it would be agood thing: "It
would be splendid” but adds his reservations, "but | think we would sill stick to our own.” Becky said "I
look for it" and Chuck added that "It's the only thing we have to keep us going till the Second Coming.”
(log 15¢) "Since I've seen so many churches close [their] doors I'm hoping that the younger generation
will be able to maintain enough support to keep the community dive" (logl5c)

XI. Overview of Cultural Patternsin the Study Area
A. Shifting patterns of social, ethnic, and religiousinteractions

For the people in my study area dong the Monongahela and in Westmoreland County, the loss
of big industry has meant not only the loss of employment but the loss of occupationd, socid, ethnic and
religious ways of life. Towns whose community and ethnic identities were vibrantly independent during
the cod and stedl boom area have begun fading into the surrounding township or other nearby towns.
These towns dl had their own honor rolls, post offices, firehdls, and at least afew stores, schoals,
restaurants, bars and churches.

With the industrid decline, stores were the first to leave, in an exodus with the people who
owned them and worked for them or for nearby coa or steel works. The owners of the stores moved
to big urban centers such as Pittshurgh or Greensburg. They often burnt their storesin order to collect



51

enough money to leave, for no one was interested in purchasing property in places such as Y ukon or
Herminie after the cod boom collapsed.

Post offices and firehalls sometimes closed as thelr services were taken over by nearby towns.
A few bars and till fewer nice restaurants remain in the towns, eking out an existence and hoping for
better times. Although socia and fraternd clubs are present in dmogt dl of the study area, many clubs
have been disbanded, including most of the women's church auxiliary clubs.

School and church mergers have been among the most significant factorsin changing peopl€'s
way of life. People whose churches have merged fed that their ethnic heritage has been "taken away” or
stolen. People whaose churches have been closed or moved are also frustrated and bitter at being
deprived of an important form of socia and ethnic identification and solidarity. School closings have dso
shifted the socid focus from intra-community to inter-community associaions. In some cases, this
degraded community solidarity or blurred the sharp lines of community identity, and in some cases
contributed to awider identity with atownship or area (such asthe Y ough School Didtrict or Sewickley
Township). These closings and mergers may aso contribute to the movement of people from the
ghrinking towns to larger urban aress.

These patterns have caused people to reshape their modes of interaction to some extent. People
who have logt their church, such asthe eastern and southern European Catholic groups of Monessen
and the Irish and Itdian Catholics of Elizabeth, focus more on ethnic activitiesin the remaining ethnic
clubs astheir last forma hub of ethnic relations.

According to Foster's reformulation of Barth's (1969) theory, "ethnic identity isthe result of a
community's shared categories, which form the basis of their interactions with each other and with
outsders’ (Pomponio, 1992: 4). These are people who have logt ingtitutions which provided and
created many "shared categories' of ethnicity, and therefore their interactions, socid patterns, and the
expressons of their ethnic identity have been profoundly changed.

The church closings and mergings actudly provide a new "shared category” of sorts around
which ethnic pride and identity can be ralied and strengthened. For instance, the Slovaks of Holy Name
Church in Monessen have strongly identified themselves as a coherent group separate from other
Cathalic groups in thelr anti-merger campaign.

Orthodox churches provide not only afocus for ethnic activity but aforum for Orthodox
community interaction through the annua Sunday of Orthodoxy and their plans for a potentid United
Orthodoxy of America. These are people who want to cross and yet maintain boundaries
smultaneoudy, putting the patches of ethnicity together to cregte the patchwork quilt of asngle religious
orientation.

One of the centra issues in the merging of churches and the possible Orthodox union isthe
practice of forelgn-language services. Orthodox members expressed relief at the recent trend away from
"hard" priests who perform services mogtly in the "old country's' language (log4c) but despite this, il
sing some "old country™ language hymns in the mosily English service. This adoption of amaostly English
serviceis seen asimportant in encouraging English speaking spouses and children to participate more
fully in the church. However, many of the Catholic members expressed regret at losing their "old
country™ language services, particularly those in the Christmas and Easter services.

The ethnic groupsin my study area are rapidly aging as young people move away or lose
interest, becoming more absorbed with televison culture than ethnic-hal culture. There seemsto bea
concerted effort by dl of these ethnic groups to entice youth to stay. Ethnic clubs, organizations, and
churches sponsor youth conferences and activities, and English has become the primary language for al
of the ethnic groups. The average age of ethnic hall and church members is aout 60-65. Their only
hope for continuity isif the young somehow are returned to the area through revitdization of the
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economy. However, some expressed the bdlief that even that wouldn't help, because of the mediaand
the "me" focus of today's culture. The youngsters, the older ethnic group members complain, aren't
interested in community activities anymore, only in materid gains.

Intermarriage has adso contributed to ethnic attrition. Interestingly, however, the intermarried
couples| talked to follow one ethnic tradition, mostly the husbands. This involves atending their
husbands churches and participating in thelr activities, possibly heping with related club activities, and
cooking ethnic foods.

B. Cultural Geography

Geography isimportant in the gpatial structuring of ethnic groups and their networks, and isan
indicator of socid prestige and occupation. For instance, African-American communities were dmost
invaridbly in "hollows" below flood levels, asin Elizabeth and Smithton, or in alower-leve "cod patch,”
asin Gdlatin. Informants refer to going "down to the patch.” The white community in Elizabeth, for
example, is Stuated above the Africant American community in the hollow. As discussed earlier, the
physicd infrastructure of African American neighborhoods is much more primitive and neglected than
that of white neighborhoods.

The digtinction "up on the hill" seemsto imply higher status or wedth. People who lived "down”
a the "lower edge of town" would often try to move up the hill, asin Monessen, where alot of
immigrants lived on Third S. or Morgan Ave. and then "moved up the hill" (log 13c) to placeslike the
Park Plan area, which is"ameting pot" (log3c) and isa"nice ared" (10g3c).

Morgan Ave. has become not just a street but aso a cultura symbal of times and socid
networks that have disappeared. The street and its memories are kept aive through "Morgan Street
Reunions’ of the now-scattered past residents.

Geography is sometimes smultaneoudy linked with ethnic and occupationd identities, asin
Forward Township, where the German farmers occupy the inland, rura areas, and the Itdian merchants
dominate the riversde, more commercia area of marinas, restaurants and bars. According to Terry, the
Italians didn't and till don't know too much about the "farmerish” Germans up in the township.

Theinland/riversde digtinction is dso an important culturd and geographicad marker in terms of
community referents and identity. From peopl€'s expectations that towns "right across the river” (Iog6éc)
or "down theriver" should be smilar to their town, | understood that being a "riversde town" was more
important than actua geographica proximity in establishing socid ties and community relaions.
Monessen is"'just up theriver" from Elizabeth, while for Elizabeth or Galatin resdents people in the
townships live "out there" in the townships. This again could be partly due to occupationd differences,
asindustry was concentrated along the river. However, in the Scottdale/Mt. Pleasant area, coke and
glass production prevailed, rather than sted and tin, providing another cultura separation from the
riverside towns. Now that the river is no longer used to ship the massive exports of coke and coa from
Wesmordand County, thisinland/riverdde digtinction may have become stronger as industrid and
socid links have diminished.

The blending of communities dong the river in Forward Township dso seemsto indicate that
the river is an overriding common denominator; the township community seems to remain digtinct from
these riversde communities. (8-18FI) A deeper investigation of inter-community socid networks would
reved how sdient these digtinctions are in daily socid life and busness.

C. Fak Arts
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The folk artsthat are most widely practiced today in the region are cooking and music. Among
Sovenians, in particular, music is an important part of their heritage, and there is a strong button-box
band tradition in mid-Westmoreland County. Gospel music is aso popular in this area. Cooking and
other arts often center around the church. For instance, the women of St. Spyridon's do Greek cooking,
the women at St. Michael's Syrian Greek Orthodox Church make Syrian bread and other delicacies,
and the Bobbiches of the St. Nicholas Carpatho-Russian Church in Jacobs Creek make "Savic" food
for festivals and hoagies for church fundraisers. The priest at the Bobbiches church aso taught some of
its membersthe art of pesenke egg making. Some of the Scottdale Jacobs Creek Methodist Church
members participate in the quilting Craft Circle, etc. The Slovenians seem to be one of the few groups
that practice traditiona dancing, with polkas and line-dancing on the weekends in Herminie and afew
timesayear in Yukon. The Syrians do their dancing to traditiona Syrian music & their annud picnic,
and the Polish seem to save their polkas for weddings.

D. Social Hubs

Asde from fraternd and ethnic halls and churches, there are awide variety of socid "hang-outs'
or informa hubs of communication and interaction. The study area shared a distinctive pattern of these
hubs. Almogt everyone | talked to suggested post offices as places to "get information, find out what's
happening." Some pogt offices put up notices of community activities. Other informal hubs indlude
convenience sores, restaurants, bars, and libraries. In the communities with gas Sationsin or nearby,
such as Mt. Pleasant and West Newton, people stop in to ask for information and can read notices
about community events and activities. Sports such as soccer are a'big thing" to do in places such as
Monessen, and in the past were big in Gdlatin and other areas aswell: " This here place [Gdllatin] used
to have the best soccer team in the nation. They were champions in the 1942 open™ (8-13FN). Inthe
countryside, beauty salons and antique shops abound, and dthough | didn't talk to many people from
the townships, | would speculate that these are dso important informa socia hubs.

More forma socid hubs include the firehdls and boat clubs, which sponsor fish fries and sdles,
corn roasts, bingos and dances. People dso often vote in firehdls and occasiondly in post offices (such
as Jacobs Creek). The Chambers of Commerce also sponsor events and post activities.

E. TheWork Situation

Although many of the resdents | talked with look back with nostalgia on the "good old days’,
they acknowledge that even then it was never easy working in the mills, mines, and coke works. A few
described the difficult working conditions of their past to me, "1 came out of there, [the tin mill] my hair
wouldn't grow on my legs cause | pulled five-six hundred pound bundles off the heet, sure. . . When |
worked at the coke plant you could have put needles in the bottom of my feet and | wouldn't have felt it,
from the heat." (log18c) Other contacts told me apaling stories told to them by their fathers or uncles,
or injuriesthat they had seen, "People were killed and trgpped. Most dl your cod minersin those days
had something wrong with them, broken arms, date fell on them, something happened to them. Alot of
them carried pieces of date or coa dust in the cuts that they had, [and] the dust would get in and leave a
blue streak. Sometimes the charges would go off prematurely and it would blow date and coa and
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pepper their face with little black specks. My mother's brother, Uncle Joe, he was in the Dahr mine
exploson and hewas dl burnt. Until the day he died he had scars on his face from the explosion ™
(loglic, 393).

Despite the risks inherent in the stedl, coke, and cod industries, "Nobody questioned it in those
days. It seemed like a man would go into the mine and get ajob and they actudly liked being in there,
they liked the work. Most cod miners you would talk to didn't want to work anywhere but the mine'
(loglic, 403).

Unsafe working conditions in the mills and the mines were not the primary concern of the
workers, however. The frequent patterns of lay-offs and strikes was their fundamenta concern. Most
sought, above dl "steady work™ (log18c), and some contacts admitted that they would have worked
elsawhere, aslong as the pay was smilar and the work was steady. Industriad workers in the 1930s and
40s thought that they would be "set for life" (log 18c) because there were "more jobs than you could
shake adtick at" (8-25FN). The increasing number of temporary and permanent lay-offs demonstrated,
unfortunately, the growing fragility of the industries. Even the unions which many of them strongly
supported couldn't save many of ther jobs.

Most of the people in my study area agreed that the unions were "the grestest thing that ever
happened” to workers, but afew expressed reservations about the changed role of unions, feding that
they had "gone too far" and "gotten greedy” (8-13FN). One Elizabeth resdent explained: "I think they
had a place years ago when people didn't even have a high school education, but | don't think we need
them now. . . companies and workers should work [directly] together.” (loglc)

Although the coke works at Monessen and Clairton are dlill operating, most of the laid-off
gedworkers and cod miners have had to "give up the idea of going back to the mills and mines’
(log3c). Many of them, often with the help of Monessen Library's Workplace program, have gone back
to school for retraining in other fields such as the booming hedth fidd.

More men are entering the business and management fields and performing service jobs. The
work scene has shifted from awhite, male-dominated industrid labor force to include African-
Americans, femaes and other minoritiesin a more service-oriented economy.

Women contacts mostly worked in domestic or "feminized" jobs such as housawife, sewing
industry worker, house maid, floor scrubbing, and volunteer worker for ethnic and religious
organizations. Women contacts who worked for the sted industry werein secretaria capacities, in
contrast to Albert's description of Hungarian women workers of his time who "shared the cod |abor
with their men. . . forking coke into cars' (1882: 408). The company then took ""no account of them,
and their time [was] computed with that of their husbands, fathers, or brothers.”" (1882: 408) Women
now are entering the hedth care fidd in increasing numbers, aswdl asremaining in traditiondly femae
fields such as child care, secretarid and clerica work, and sdes.

F. Women'sroles

In generd, the older women | talked with only held jobs until
their marriage, mostly menid tasks which they happily relinquished for the job of "domestic engineer.”
(log12c) Their hushbands expected them to stay a home and run the house. The women were
subsequently ingrumentd in preserving the ethnic identities which have perssted today. The women
often perform volunteer dutiesin lieu of their husbands, for example Doreen Essey is "volunteered” for
her husband's organi zations frequently, salling ice cream or other goods to raise funds.

Women's auxiliaries in churches and ethnic clubs were respongble for maintaining them, raising
funds and cooking for events. These roles were essentialy an extension of their domegtic role. Very few
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of the officia women's church or club auxiliaries are il in exisence, dthough the women do participate
in separate church activities and mobilize when aid is needed. Contacts told me thet the auxiliariesfell
gpart because of the age of the women, but dso, interestingly, that younger women weren't willing to do
the work for free anymore. Adolf Korber complained, "They want a percentage of the profitd"” (log8c)

The existence of separate men's and women's branches within the churches and clubs seemed
to be universa throughout the study area. Men tended to have "breskfast clubs' which meet on Sunday
mornings for brunch, while women had "auxiliaries’ which clean the buildings and raise funds. The
fraterna clubs such as the Moose aso have women's branches, in this case Eastern Star.

The ethnic and fraternd halls, which usudly have bars, are primarily male preserves. Women
participate in events but don't "hang out" a the clubs. They have only recently been admitted into
firehalls as membersin some areas, such as Elizabeth.

A mgority of women in many of these small towns are "little old ladies' (log6c) who live done
on minimal incomes and often become "bingo mameas' (log6c), spending money they can't afford on
bingo, out of boredom. These "ladies’ are thought of by some asasocia problem because they livein
"ten-room houses' and pay little in taxes. Some of the senior women volunteer in religious and ethnic
and public sarvice inditutions, for instance, in Elizabeth, it is primarily women who gaff the dl volunteer
library.

XI Regional Concernsand I ssues, Future Projections
A. Concerns

One mgor shared concern of the region is the need for work to revitalize the economy and with
it the community's socid and ethnic life. Some people think that industrid parks might provide some
solutions; others are less optimistic about them. What people do agree on isthat "We need some
business around here."

Resdents are concerned about the physica deterioration of their infrastructure and buildings and
their shrinking tax base which exacerbates these problems. They are upset about losing churches and
schoolsto mergers, and in Elizabeth, about the possibility of losing vita community services such asthe
police force to the township. Elizabeth resdents fed that this would degrade community life further by
diminaing the "face-to-face’ nature of the community and subsequently successful socid control of
crime Theflight of youth from the study areais afact many acknowledge asinevitable; others are upset
about it and stress this problem as the primary motivator for their concern about jobs.

Those with strong ethnic identities were more concerned with the direct impact of adeclining
economy and mergers on their ethnic heritage and continuity.

Terry Stefl, of the Sovenian Heritage Association, points out that "Pittsburgh has 37 or 38
identifigble ethnic entities- it'sthe kind of city that wouldn't exist without them™ (log10c side b 398) He
fed s that not enough is being done to "showcase" ethnic heritage, and that more municipa support is
needed to muster the kind of support that other cities such as Toronto give to their ethnic groups. Terry
stresses the need for good marketing and "a spoonful of sugar” to make ethnic heritage events tempting
to younger generdtions.

It isindeed ironic, as one contact told me, that ethnic cohesion and strength is declining & atime
when "culturd diversty” is becoming the popular "watchword." He laughed: "Used to be they'd make
fun of you, the teacherswould say Thisis America speak American, no hunkies." Now you got to pay
to take aforeign language!™ (8-25FN) Perhaps the new interest is symptomatic of the decline, an
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attempt to preserve sadly fading traditions.

B. Future Projectsand Hopes

The tourism industry was suggested by many informants as akey to revitdization. In Elizabeth, a
plan for an artists colony and glassworksis being negotiated by town adminigtrators and the
Waterworks company which donated park land to Elizabeth. Bill Boucher suggested that theriver be a
focd point for turning Elizabeth into a"New Englandy” tourist town, with resdents having "a boat down
a themaring," complete with plenty of quaint antique shops. (log7c)

In Jacobs Creek, the preservation of the Alliance Furnace and the nearby Saltworks and Grist
Mill stes on gate gamdands would make a significant contribution to the area as a historica museum.

The reviva of the railworks and the introduction of some "clean indusiry” has been suggested for
Monessen. Area residents have presented plastics and high-tech production as hopeful future
possibilities. Indudtrid parks such as Sony may aso offer possible future revitaization.

In Monessen, the library which serves the entire Mon Vdley isin desperate need of funds for its
important Workplace Program and other vital services. In Scottdale, the Coke and Coal Museum
provides an important historical education for many on the occupationa heritage of the areg; the
museum needs to preserve its nearby coke ovens and to purchase the Frick office buildingsto provide a
full context for its sgnificant lessons.

C. Interpretive Programming

Retraining programs are essentid, and SIHC shoud work with the Monessen Workplace to
enable it to continue to provide its services.

Programs which address concerns of ethnic group members, such asthe lack of youth participation,
should be encouraged. People such as Sally Leskosek, Terry Stefl and Frank Kdik of the Sovenian
Heritage Association who are experienced in marketing ethnic heritage and encouraging participation,
should be consulted for ideas on supporting heritage in the area.

FiIming heritage events which are then used to fundraise for the ethnic groups or to lobby their
causes againg church mergers might be helpful.

Terry Stefl informed me about a program that has been implemented at Gateway school, in
which people from different ethnic groups give seminars to the children. Thisis sponsored by the
Pittsburgh Folk Festiva groups. His group, the Slovenian Heritage Association uses puppets to get the
children interested in Sovenia. Developing asmilar program for Westmoreland County, for the Y ough
School Didtrict, for example, would be effective in preserving some of the region's rich heritage.
Programs could concentrate on ethnic groups which were dominant in the areas from which the children
are from, and their rdation to and role in past industria occupations.

Using techniques such as puppet shows and plays, as Terry's group does, or perhaps traditiona
crafts shows or musica events (e.g. button-box bands), would interest and educate students more than
lecture-style seminars.

Continued research which discovers and preserves the richness of the ethnic groupsremaining in
the arealis aso of vitd importance to discover how to design and implement education programs. These
programswill help regiona ethnic groups maintain their pride and cohesion despite the loss of identity-
maintaining inditutions.

XI1 Recommendations for Future Research in the Area
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Africant American/white interaction is an important research issue which | wasn't ableto
explore fully enough. The number of Africant Americans left in these communitiesis very smdl, and
getting their storieswould illuminate past and present racid interactions. It would also alow researchers
to hear the stories of how African- Americansin these overwhemingly white areas fed about being
there. Also, their personal histories should be fit into the context of our knowledge of the region's white
population. The previoudy mentioned geographicd discrimination againgt African Americansin towns
such as Elizabeth, Monessen, and Smithton indicates that there are many deeper layers to unpesd!.

| observed agenerd trend in these communities, particularly Monessen, for African- Americans
to buy or moveinto older, smdl buildings sold by ethnic groups who were "moving up” by sdling their
old inditutiond hdlsto finance thair purchases of larger, newer buildingsin more desirable locations. For
ingtance the (African- American) Grace through Faith Church purchased the old Syrian Orthodox church
in Monessen, "colored folks' (log14c) moved into the old Russian hall in Monessen (now an gpartment
building), "Black peopl€’ bought the "Sons of Italy” (log18c) club in Monessen, etc. Initid contacts for
more research in the study ared's African- American communities should include Myrtle Cotton and
Toby of Toby's Auto Service, Elizabeth and Jerome Long of Gallain.

A morein-depth study of the strong Slovenian communities of Y ukon, Herminie, and
Monroeville which focuses on their musica traditions and dancing would uncover more of their ethnic
heritage.

A closer look at Sovenian socid networks which branch at least through Allegheny and Westmoreland
Counties and even across state lines (as evidenced by the Y ukon Kaikfest attendees from Michigan)
would provide important information on the adaptive srategies Sovenians utilize to maintain their ethnic
cohesion and identity. Case studies of Sovenian and other ethnic families such asthe Leskoseks with
more than two generations involved in ethnic activities would provide vauable information on
"successful” socidization processes.

A fascinating follow-up study in about ayear would involve interviewing Sony employees and

nearby residents to examine the impact of the plant on employment, residence and socid patterns.

| would aso suggest a study of craftspeopl€e's networks to investigate how they identify
themsdlves and who they identify with. Severa factors may be sdient, such as gender, type of craft, or
previous occupation. Types of craftspeople (i.e. professond festival goers, shop owners, etc.) and
their interactions should be examined, as should their motivations for becoming craftspeople and their
individud life histories. Which of these craftspeople turned to crafts as an dternative method of support,
and which as a supplement, and why? Connections between past occupations and crafts should also be
investigated.

Findly, I would recommend an more in-depth study of people who were specificdly laid off
from the mills and mines; in a similar gpproach to this project but more time-intensvely, through contacts
developed in this study. Of particular interst would be astudy of their coping mechanisms and
emotiona, occupationa and socid responses to the lay-offs.



ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORY
Bdle Vernon
Mon Valey Chapter of the Pgh. Opera
Bundla
Bunola Church of the Nazerene

Elizabeth Township

Elizabeth Township Ex- Servicemen's Association
Smithfield St., Mckeesport 751-9984

Elizabeth Township Historical Society
5811 Smithfidd Bstn ~ 754-2030

Centrd Volunteer Fire Company
Atlantic Ave.

Elizabeth Borough

American Legion
Bethseda Presbytarian Church

Cdvay Temple Church
Second Ave.

Eastern Star Organization
(Sister branch of Masons)

Elizabeth Baptist Church
Centre Ave.

Elizabeth Hotel

Elizabeth Library
Second Ave.

Elizabeth United Methodist Church
Second and Walnut

Elizabeth Volunteer Fire Company
Water St.
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Elks Club
Engine No. 2 Bar
Frehdl

Firgt Presbyterian Church
Third Ave.

Independent Order of Odd Fellows Old Monongahela Lodge 209
Loya Order of Moose Club
Masons Club

Municipa Building
Third Ave,

Riverfront Park
Water Street

Rotary Club

Shamrock Restaurant and Bar
Second Ave.

Sportsmen's Bar
Second Ave.

Rockwdl's Red Lion Restaurant
Second Ave. and Plum S

Senior Center
Third Ave.

Veterans of Foreign Wars

FdlIsburg
Fdl's Church Oldest Methodist church in Pa

Gdldin
First Baptist Church
Reverend Galiath



Herminie
St Edward's Catholic Church
St. Mary's Greek Orthodox Church

The United Brethren Church

SNPJ campgrounds in Enon Vdley, Lawrence County -Sovenianfest

Herminie Moose Lodge

Herminie Sovenian Balroom
SNPJ Lodge

Jacobs Creek

ACRY - American Carpatho-Russan Y outh Club
Jacobs Creek and Monongahela St. Nicholas together

76 Truck Stop
First Baptist church
St. Nicholas Russan Greek Orthodox church

Mendon
Mendon Baptist Church

Monessen

For acomplete listing of Monessen organizations, see SIHC archives

Boys and Girls Club
Schoonmaker Rd.

Croatian Club
Elks Club, Lady Elks

Epiphanes Church (was S. Cgjetan, an Itdian church)
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Epiphanes Chapd ( was . Hyacinth, a Polish church)
French Club (Franco-Begian Bendficid Society)
Hungarian Club

Ladie's Guild, St. Michad's Antiochan Orthodox Church
Landmark Place

Main Stret Mall

Monessen Chamber of Commerce

Monessen Fire hdl
(next to library)

Monessen Public Library

Polish Club

Polish Nationd Alliance

Rotary Club

Sovak Club

St. John the Divine Russian Orthodox Church
St. Michadl's Antiochan Orthodox Church

St. Spyridon's, Monessen

Ukrainian Club

UROBA - United Russian Orthodox Brotherhood of America
(headquartered in Pgh.)

Workplace Program
Monessen Public Library

New Kensington

American Hosn Association
(Syrian background group)
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New Stanton
Hempfidd Hunt Club

Stefon Crysta Studio and Workshop
417 Centre Ave.

15672

(412) 925-1990

Mount Joy
Mt. Joy Church

Route 31
Mount Pleasant
American Legion Post 446

Bear Rocks Community
Route 31

First Assembly of God
Route 31

Laure Art Glass and Craft Center
Star Route Box 75

15666

(412) 547-2724

Lenox Clearance Outlet
Route 31
Reunion Presbyterian church

Mennonite Church Center
Route 982

Mount Pleasant Firemen's Band
Mount Pleasant Lions Club
Nanas Hand Crafted Gift Outlets
434 Man St

15666

(412) 547-4405

Smith Glass Factory
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United Methodist
Methodist- Episcopaian church

Pricedde
Hungarian Hall
Ohio S.
Pricedale Post Office

Rostraver Township

Sweeney's Bar and Restaurant
Route 51

Picnics Bar and Restaurant

United Mine Workers of America
Route 51

Ruffsddle
Lebanon United Methodist Church
Ruffsdale Baptist Church
Ruffsdde Gun Club
United Church of Chrigt

Scottdde
American Legion Post 240

Firgt Baptist Church
Loucks and North Chestnut Streets

Calvin United Presbyterian Church

Garden Club

(Senior citizens, associated with Mennonite Church)

Loya Order of Moose
Scottdale Coke and Coal Museum

Sawickley Township
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Sewickley P of H Grange
Route 136 East

Smithton
Firemen's Club
Lions Club
Oddfdlows Lodge
Smithton Library
Universdist church
U.S. Post Office

Sunnysde-Gdlain

Menner Bible Church

Riversde Tabernacle

Route 136

Sunnyside

Sunnyside- Gdllatin Volunteer Fire Company

Route 136
Sunnysde/Gdlldin

Tarrs
U.S. Post Office
Webster

Webster Boat Club
Route 906 and Gilmer St.

Holy Cross Church
Route 906 and Gilmer St

Webster Presbytarian Church
Route 906

Webster United Methodist Church
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Route 906

Westmore and County-Greensburg/Norvelt

Westmoreland County Fair end of August
Norvet

Greensburg Pointer and Setter Club

For more complete listing of Greengburg organizations, see SIHC archives listing from the Greenburg
Y.W.CA.

SNPJ Federation of Westmoreland County
Westmordand County Drill Team

West Newton
West Newton Community Pool

First United Methodist Church
106 North Second Street

Holy Family R.C. Church
225 North Second Street

United Presbytarian Church
Third and Main Street

Mt. Zion Baptist Church
North Second Ext.

Christ Lutheran LCA Church
Vine and Fourth Street

First Baptist Church
Vine and Sixth Street

Wedeyan Church
310 Pgh. St

St. Paul's AME Church
Collindburg Road

Wyano



Wyano Vets Club

Wyano Evangdica United Brethren church
First Street and Bells Mill Road

Wyano Pog Office
First Street

Wyano Veterans of Foreign Wars P.O. 8659
First Street

Y oungwood
A + B dub, an Itdian club

League of Separated Tribes (L.O.ST.) Last Sunday monthly-2 p.m.

St Paul's United Methodist Church
101 N. Fourth St.

L.O.ST. Culturd Center M-Sat., 10:30 am.-5:00, Weds.-9 p.m.

122 N. Fourth St.
Yukon
Croatian Club
Senior Citizen Organization
Seven Dolors Catholic Church
United Church of Chrigt
Y ukon Loya Order of Moose Lodge 442

Y ukon Button-box Club
contact Sdlly Leskosek

Y ukon S. Huntingdon Township Volunteer Fire Department

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Elizabeth

Event and Location

Date
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Baptist Church Sing-a-long

Loyal Order of the Moose
Bluegrass Festiva

The Shamrock's Annua Golf
Evangown (near Herminie)
SNPJ Federation picnic
Sovenian Harvest dance

Sovenian Grape Fedtiva

The federation picnic isin Evanstown, and the Harvest dance, too.

Everson

Country Western Square Dancing (for couples)
Laurel Swingers Square Dance Hall (Mayflower Hall)
Brown S.

Heda

Hecla Firemen's Fair

Herminie
Sovenian Hal dances
Line dancing, Sovenian Hall

Button-box band, Sovenian Hal

Monessen
Culturd Heritege Festivd

Monessen Chamber of Commerce Annua Steak Fry
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weekly

annudly- Tournament

mid-summer
Beginning of September, annualy

End of September, annudly

Sept. 11-13

Friday and Saturday evenings

Thursday evenings

Thursday evenings

second week in June

early September
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Sunday of Orthodoxy annudly
Polish Heritage Month October
Mt. Pleasant

Laure Art Glass Ingructiond Classes
Stained Glass Mon. 7-9 p.m.
Ceramic Class Tues. 6-9 p.m.
Oil Panting ~ Weds. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
TolePanting Thurs. 7-9 p.m.

Laurel Art Glass and Craft Center - year round, M-F 10-9, Sat 10-5
Star Route Box 75 Sun. 1-5
15666
(412) 547-2724
Mt. Pleasant Glass Fedtival September 25-27,

Fri., Sat.-11 am.-11 p.m.
Downtown Sunday 11 am.- 9 p.m.
Mt. Pleasant Glass Festival Poker Ride Sunday, September 27
Main and Diamond Streets Bicyderide- 5 or 15 miles
Bear Rocks Craft Show October 10

New Kensngton

Hafflee Ficnic (Syrian Ficnic} duly(?)
Sewickley Township
Sewickley Community Fair Augudgt 10-15

Sewickley Grange, route 136

Scottdale
Gospd Sing The firg Sunday in June
Mennonite Center near Scottdale
Scottdale Coke and Coal Festival Third weekend in September

Jacobs Creek Church the oldest Methodist church (160- 70 years old) in Scottdale

Craft Circle (quilting group- members of J.Creek Church)



Y ukon
Sovenian Hal dances

Kdikfest
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March, July 4th, October

@ September 20 -annudly

Sovenian Hal Christmas Party Chrigmas Eve.

Sovenian Hdl Fcnic
(members and invited guests)

Westmoreland County- Greensburg/Norvelt
Westmoreland County Fair

West Newton
West Newton Community Festival

West Newton Family Ficnic
West Newton Community Pool

Soup and Salad Game Party
Holy Family Church Socid Hall

Somerset County
Soroptimist Annua Antique Show
Ramada Inn, Pa. Turnpike
Exit 10, Somerset
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