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1. Previousresearch

In spite of their physica proximity, Smilar era of development as Pittsburgh suburbs and joint
inclusion in the Orthodox Jewish "eruv,® the communities of Sairrd Hill and Greenfield are very
different. The study of the two areas servesto highlight their historica, economic and cultura
differences.

A survey of the literature offers the firgt digparity: little research has been done about Greenfield
and it isrardly mentioned in Pittsburgh histories or guidebooks. Squirrd Hill, on the other hand, isthe
subject of severa books and is dmost dways noted in references to Pittsburgh as the best example of a
thriving, upper-income, urban residentia community.

The Jewish community, purported to include between 40% and 50% of the residents of Squirrel
Hill, has probably been the most important factor in the extensive record made of the community's
history and culture. Tradition, scholarship and knowledge are highly vaued in the Jewish community
and mogt of the work about Squirrel Hill focuses on the Jaws who live there, both secular and religious.

The Pittsburgh section of the National Council of Jewish Women put together an excellent sourcebook
of ord histories, My Voice Was Heard, edited by Ida Cohen Sdlavan. Sara Rosenblum's Neighbors,

You're Beautiful indudes a number of norntJews in her profiles of Squirrd Hill resdents. A primary text

on the higtory of Jewsin this region is Jacob Feldman's The Jewish Experience in Western Pennsylvania

A Higtory 1755-1945. Franklin Toker's Pittsburgh, An Urban Portrait offers a useful ingght into the

development of the community and its outstanding buildings. Updating earlier publications on the Jewish
community is Jewish Life, A Complete Resource Guide of the Pittsourgh Jewish Community published

in 1991 by The Jewish Chronicle. Barbara Burgtin's After the Holocaust: The Migration of Polish Jews

and Chrigians to Pittsburgh and Katherine Ruttenberg's Kitty - An Uncommon Memoir of a Non-

'An "eruv" is a symbolic wall around a designated “fortress’ area where it is sfe to live and worship.
In Pittsburgh, the area is designated by an unbroken wire that surrounds the area, hung from telephone
poles and indigtinguishable to the untrained eye from power and phone lines. The Orthodox community
designates a rabbi who checks the eruv for breaks every Friday before sunset. The eruv committee
maintains a telephone hotline for Orthodox Jews to cal in and check before setting out on their way to
Sabbath dinner and worship.
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Celebrity provide additiond insghts into the history, and socid and culturd life of the community. Two
media projects produced about Squirrd Hill life are Sheila Chamovitz's Murray Avenue and Jack and
Barbara Shore's Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, the city's only daily newspaper, is the next important source of

information about both Squirrel Hill and Greenfidld. Again, it is Squirrd Hill which iswritten about more
often; it isthe larger community of the two, with more people and ingtitutions competing for scarce land
resources and making news. Taylor Allderdice High School, which serves both communities, islocated
in Squirrel Hill. Greenfidd lacks its own branch of the Carnegie Public Library; the Squirrel Hill branch
isthe busest branch library in the system with an active group of "Library Friends' which organizesafull
schedule of events for writers, children and the genera public.

The United States Census for 1990 is very informative and its availability on CD-ROM at the
Hillman Library at the Univerdty of Rttsburgh greetly fadilitates its usefulness. In Oakland, the
Higtorica Society of Western Pennsylvania houses the Jewish Archives, established therein 1988. This
collection has grown over the past 6 years to encompass 450 linear feet of records, diaries and
photographs. The Archives of Indudtrid Society a Hillman Library is the repository for severd of the
areds Jewish organizations, dthough most new donations are now made to the Historical Society of
Western Pennsylvania. At The Carnegie Library's Pennsylvania Room the indexed photographic
collection yields some very interesting hitoric images of both Squirrel Hill and Greenfield.

One informant, Michadl Roman, donated a quantity of resource materials relevant to this study
to the SIHC, including the Golden Jubilee Program for &. John Chrysostom Byzantine Church in
Greenfield and numerous articles and memorabilia about the Carpatho- Rusin culture. Michad Roman
recommends contacting Mr. Sheffo, a barber on Greenfield Avenue. He used to have lots of old
photographs of the neighborhood hanging in his barbershop.

2. Fieldworker's plan and personal statement
| have made my homein Squirrd Hill since 1990 and was attracted to this neighborhood for a

number of reasons, some of which impact on the design of my research for this sudy. After living ona



Hazelwood hillside for 13 years, | began to search for anew home which was more centrally located,
out of the path of Hazelwood's LTV coke plant air pollution, and within walking distance of agood
public dementary schoal. In the area known as "north of Forbes' | found a reasonably priced house
one mile from: Linden Elementary School, the grocery store and the cultural digtrict of Oakland. Ona
rare summer day, the sulphurous fumes from the coke plant over the hill will till blanket us, but it is
never as bad as my old neighborhood. Our sreet, only three blocks long, iswhat | liketo cal the "hole
in the doughnut,” an oasis of reasonably priced houses surrounded on dl four Sdes by more expensive
homes, including some of the most exclusive enclavesiin the city. My motives are smilar to those of
many who seek out Squirrdl Hill: convenience, safety, good schools and red estate value which is likely
to increase over time,

The culturd life of the community isapleasant plus. The area boasts two movie theaters that
show firg-run features, dozens of pleasant restaurants, a number of friendly taverns, beauty shops and
doctor's offices, ethnic food stores, bakeries, fresh fish, fruit and vegetables, an ice-cream parlor, Sx
coffee shops. Despite the complaint that severa of my informants made that the shopping digtrict had
been going downhill lately, Murray Avenue, in my opinion, issmply the best neighborhood shopping
digrict in Pittsburgh and it is the only one designed for walking. There is parking available, sometimes
not enough, but large numbers of people, including housewives, ederly and teen-agers, are able to get
around without being dependent on a car.

By moving to Squirrd Hill | developed a new awareness of my own religious and ethnic
background. My mother, the daughter of Russian immigrants, was raised Jewish, but abandoned the
faith a adulthood as did her parents and most of her cousins. My father, son of an Irish-Cathalic
mother and a German-Lutheran fether, was raised Roman Catholic, but became an atheist whilein
college. After their secular marriage, my parents raised us, their three children, as agnostics,
occasonaly attending the Unitarian Church during holidays. My brother, sster and | remain non-
religious to the present. | was surprised to discover that, snce my mother was Jewish, other Jews

consider meto be Jewish. This actualy became a problem in my fieldwork when | proposed to tape
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record a "shabbat" service one Friday evening at the home of an Orthodox family. Terry Naiditch, the
woman who origindly invited me into her home for the services asked if | were Jewish. "Not redly,” |
answered. When she asked what that meant, | explained my background. "Since your mother is
Jewish," sheexplained, "You are Jewish." Asa"Jew" | could not "work™ on the Sabbath; if | cameto
observe the Sabbath with the Naiditch family | would be doing it as "fieldwork,” so | could not come,
After completing severd interviews | redized that, in some ways, | represent the worst nightmare to the
observant: the agnostic daughter of mixed religious parenthood who would not continue the faith and
traditions into future generations.

With the "handicap,” or perhgps advantage, of persond senstivity to the issue of ethnic and
religious continuity, | proceeded to design my fieldwork to reach as wide a group of residents of various
ethnic backgrounds as | could in both Squirrel Hill and Greenfield, with a greater emphasis on the
Jewish community as the dominant ethnic group in Squirre Hill and on the Carpatho- Rusin community in
Greenfiedld because its inditutions are in serious decline at the present time.

| began with people | knew, two of whom represented different minority ethnic groups, and
sdlected Hui Y uet Ming Eva and Satwant Kaur Mehta from among my friends and acquaintances
because they represent Chinese- and Indian- Americans. Chinese and Indian are two very digtinct and
prominent groups within the Asan community in Squirre Hill which, contrary to ethnic-racid
proportions in Allegheny County in generd, is larger than the Africant American population in both areas
being examined.

Persond connections led meto M.M. Castner; sheis my sister's mother-in-law; | knew of her
grong tiesto &. Philomena's Roman Cathalic parish, her Irish heritage, and her family higtory in the
area. Other contacts were sought out from various community ingtitutions: Brad Perelman from
Pinsker's Judaica Center is amember of the Lubavitcher Center; Dee Davis is Executive Director for
Senior Services at the Jewish Community Center (JCC) and was recommended by contacts | made at

the United Jewish Federation; Murray Avenue shopkeeper Genny Davud-Zade? isa " new American'”

“This spelling of Genny Davud-Zade's name is as it appears in the Pittsburgh telephone book, not Jenny



from the former Soviet Union; Ruth Paransky, my neighbor's mother, represents the Turtle Creek
Jewish community which consolidated into Squirrel Hill ageneration ago. | came across James Hahn
when he was demondtrating againgt the Rehabiilitation Indtitute's expansion plans, he represented an
individua sruggling to preserve the integrity of his neighborhood. Bill Smith works with the Greenfield
Organization and provides some ingght into that community. Father Joe Reschick isthe priest at S.
Rosdids Catholic parish in Greenfield. Maureen McBirney was suggested by my friend Faith Schantz
as someone who could talk about the areas Irish. | met Gerry Pakovitz at the Poale Zedeck
Synagogue Food Fair and was then referred back to her repeatedly by a number of peoplein the
Jewish community. Ron Deldlo's bar, the Squirrel Hill Cafe, has been awel-known and popular
eatery and "watering-hole' since Prohibition years.

Michadl Roman, recommended by Father Lambert of St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Church in
Greenfidd, was ared "find." Heisthe retired editor of the Greek Catholic Union Newspaper and a
sdf-described "pack-rat" with a tremendous collection of written materids about the ethnic communities
in Aittsburgh.

There are many more who should be interviewed. Severa whom | made attempts to reach are:

Mrs. Terry Naiditch, converted to Orthodox Judaism and now very active with Jewish educeation as
well asraisng her eight children. | attempted to reach Rabbi Eli Rothman, Rabbi Jaeger and Dr.
Weisherg, but was told by their wives or secretaries that they were too busy. Congregation Beth
Shalom's Cantor Moshe Taube, a holocaust survivor who worked at Oscar Schindler's factory asa
teen-ager, has an interesting story to tell, dthough it isless about Squirrd Hill than about his own story
of survivd. | tried to set up an gppointment with David Shtulman from the United Jewish Federation,
but he recommended lene Potashman-Cohen instead. She had just had a baby last October when |
cdled and was unavailable. Historian Corinne Krause was contacted, but suggested that | re-contact

her when | had gotten farther ong with my research.

Davud as she reported at the time of my interview with her.



| was able to speak on the phone with Reva Horn and with Linda Ehrenreich from Jewish
Family and Children Services to get some information on their organization and on settlement of new
immigrantsin Pittsburgh. Sam Newbury, who atends the Sixth Presbyterian Church on the corner of
Forbes and Murray Avenuesin Squirrel Hill, did talk to me about the congregation and recommended
that | interview parishioner David Miller, an higtorian & Carnegie Mdlon University.

Gerry Pakovitz from Poade Zedeck Congregation is a tremendous source for contacts. She
suggested | spesk with Kenny Dairn, principa at the Lubavitch Center, dso called "the Yeshiva,” on
Wightman Street, and with Rabbi Kletenick at Hilld Academy. She aso gave me names of Rabbi
Pfeffer (a scribe or "sofer” and ritud daughterer), Rabbi Naidof (“sofer” and ritual circumciser or
"mohd"), Rabbi M. Rosenberg (“mohd"). She was most helpful, suggesting the woman cantor at Tree
of Life congregation, Adrian Caplowe, and Rodef Shaom's woman rabbi, Deborah Pine. To talk about
the "HevraKadisha' or Holy Society, a group who bathe and prepare corpses for burid, Dr. Pakovitz
suggested Faith Milch asacontact. Rabbi Twersky was suggested as someone to talk to about the
Hassdic and Lubavitcher communities, and Sharie Maherim at the Jewish Education Ingtitute heads up
aclub for Jewish and Isradli dances.

In Greenfidd | found it more difficult to find resource people. At Big Jm'srestaurant in "The
Run" | inquired about someone who would be able to talk about the neighborhood. Waitress Darlene
Grabowsky suggested Mary Anne Barnes on Alexa Street. Unfortunately, she is not listed in the phone
book and | was not able to locate her. St. Joachim's Roman Catholic parish and school are closed,
dthough a priest from St. Rosdlias does perform Sunday masses for the 150 parishioners till remaining.

. John's Chrysostom Byzantine Rite Church is till active. Father Richard Lambert has only been
assigned to that parish for 2 years and recommended Michagl Roman, former editor of the Greek
Catholic Union. Asdescribed above, heis an excellent source.

Dee Davis suggested that | speak with Edward Ackerman of Edgewood. He takes people on

tours of Jewish Fittsburgh. She dso suggested two women who might know about Jewish children's

games. Barbara Chotner and Nina Butler. Another contact which could be followed up isretired
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businessman, Joe Rubengtein, Squirrd Hill resdent and member of Rodef Shaom, whose father was a
rabbi in the Hill Digrict before World War 1.

3. Community identity
SQUIRREL HILL

Squirre Hill isardatively large neighborhood of 17,000 acres and one in which many residents
in neighboring communities aspire to live. According to the United Jewish Federation, there are 50,000
Jews (broadly defined, including many non-observant) in the Fittsburgh area. Roughly half of the
observant live in Squirrel Hill. To Brad Perdman, owner of Pinsker's Judaica Store on Murray Avenue,
"It's one of the desirable placesto live in the United States for an Orthodox Jew... It's an urban
environment that's fill vigble. It's pleasant, the cogt of living is very moderate.” Judith Ross, archivid at
the Jewish Archives at the Historica Society of Western Pennsylvania and Squirrel Hill resident, agrees,
"It redly is a Jewish neighborhood, it redly hasthat fed and it'svibrant gill. And you just don't see that
anywhere dsein the city..."

Ron Del_alo, owner of the Squirrd Hill Cafe has this gppreciation of Squirrd Hill's ethnicity:
"They go by the ethnic value. Anywherein the city of Fittsburgh. My mother's from the Northside,
shes afull-blooded German. Father's from Homewood, it was dl Italians. Y ou know in the Southside,
you have the Polish and the Slovenians over there. Squirrel Hill, predominately Jewish.”

Asfar as Gerry Pakovitz is concerned, Ron Delalo's perception was right:

[ grew up] on Phillips Avenue, just down the Street... When | was growing up in
Squirrd Hill, I went to public schools, but &l of my classmates were Jewish. | went
here to Colfax School. When it came a Jewish holiday, they could have closed the
school down. Thered be in the whole school, maybe 10 kids. And the kids used to
say, 'Oh, aJewish Holiday, well be able to go swvimming dl day.' That's what they
used to do... When | went to Taylor Allderdice, that's where | first met norn+Jewish
people, redly. It was 7th grade.

But ask M.M. Castner, who grew up no more than a haf amile from Gerry Pakovitz, and
sheld describe avery different ethnic community: "I lived in the block right at the end of this street
[Morrowfield by] Beechwood Blvd. and ... | thought there was nobody but Cathalics. ... Asfar as



growing up in amulti-ethnic neighborhood, | didnt... They were German... Irish... They werenot all
Irish, but everybody was on St. Patrick's Day!"

Community identity-- Greenfield

Greenfidd is amdler, about one-third the Sze of Squirrd Hill, more hilly and off the beaten path,
athough good housing vaues are now attracting middle-class familiesto the area. Father Joseph
Reschick thinks there is good reason to live in Greenfield:

Greenfidd isavery close-knit type of neighborhood. | do believe that people do watch
for each other... Everybody knows each other. A lot of people who grew up here
never |eft here. Oncethey got married they wanted to stay here. | think it'san ided
location. Y ou're close to downtown... to any of the culturd things... to the shopping
centers, themalls. You're not far from the turnpike, you're not far from the parkway.

Y ou can be hooked up to the airport in 20-25 minutes. ... Plusyou're far enough from
the city... Asyou cometo Greenfied acrossthe Schenley Park bridge, it says'a
suburban community inthecity.' Itis. Thisisthefirg city parish I've beenin, but it
does remind me of a suburban place.

Some of the Irish in Greenfield settled there because of the proximity to Squirrel Hill where Irish
often worked in the larger homes. Maureen McBirney's parents both immigrated from Irdland in the
late 1920s or early 1930s, "My own mother worked for the Levy's. They lived on Beechwood Blvd. |
believe he was with Gulf Qil. They had avery large home. These homes, unlike today, would have
maybe 12 people working in the house. Of those 12, maybe 8 of them werelrish. Soit would be a
home away from home" Although Maureen was raised in the Lincoln Avenue areg, her father was
initidly drawn to the Irish community in Greenfied: "Oakland is where he settled when he first came,
then he moved to Greenfidd... There was a boarding house, afamily named Keating, and there were...
about 7 or 8 men hisage, in their early 20s, just come to Pittsburgh who stayed at that boarding house.”

Maureen's parents met at an Irish function in Schenley Park:

| have afew photos... some pictures of Schenley park where they would gather on a
Sunday afternoon... The girlswould work al week, | don't know if they got every
Sunday off, but they often got Sundays off. The men would have Sunday off, they were
laborers usudly, so that was the great place to gather on a Sunday afternoon. They
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were dl dressed up. The men had suits and tiesand hats. And the women were in their
Sunday best. ... They met, probably at a dance, at one of the Irish dances that they
used to have. Those dances kept up until, 1 can remember going to them in my early
20s. There were specificaly Irish dances where you could do Irish dancing, group
dancing, sats and ceilidh dancing.

Upper Greenfidld gtill has the reputation as an Irish section. The locad youth gang that was
reportedly involved in an incident with riva neighborhood groups at Taylor Allderdice High School in
1993 isagroup of teenagers known asthe "lrish Gang." Father Reschick says,

About 1/3 of the parish now islrish, /3 isItadian and 1/3 is Eastern European. St
Joachim [parish, in The Run] was a Sovak parish. . Rosdids a onetimewas Irish,
but somewhere dong the line alot of Italian people began to movein. | want to include
the German people in with the Eastern Europeans, there is a substantia number of
Germans.

Bill Smith describes Greenfidd as alow-crime area compared to other neighborhoodsin the
city, with alot of activities centered around the Magee Recregtion Complex: "There's the swimming
pool during the day and... basebal games and so forth." Bill sees the church as being a centrd
inditution:

Theres astrong Cathalic influence in the community. St. Rosdidsis by far the largest

church... TherésaKnights of Columbus Hal on Greenfield Avenue... The church does

dlow some of the organizations to sponsor and do events. AARP will do aNight &t the

Racesthere. The footbal organization is doing a Night at the Races there tonight.

We're doing, next Saturday, a community awards dinner to recognize volunteers... Well
have somewhere between 250 and 300 people there.

The section of Greenfidd known as The Run was devel oped before 1900 as aresidentia area
for people working in the factories that lined the northern bank of the Monongahela south and west of
Second Avenue. Michad Roman callsthis area Russka Dolina "[1t] means Russian Vdley, and [the
resdents] came from the Carpathian Mountains..." The predominant groupsin that area were
Carpatho-Rusin Byzantine Catholics and Sovakian Roman Catholics. "I would say the Carpatho-
Rusins were the mgority and the Sovaks were close," continues Roman, "And then there were some
Itdians. And | think the county controller, Frank Lucchino, was born there, too.”

Roman asserts that the two groups dways got dong very well:



11
They were quite friendly... They came from that Zemplin county... wherein one village
there were Sovaks and across the hill in another village there were Byzantine Catholic
Rusins and sometimes if the village were big enough there were both, Slovak and
Byzantine Cathalic...

Although Michae Roman grew up in acodmining town outsde of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, he
fdt very much a homein The Run because he was amongst krajane (compatriots). Hisfamily
immigrated from Zemplin County (now part of Hungary) as did the Carpatho- Rusin resdents of The
Run. Greek Catholic Union Lodge 255 was established in 1905. "This was the lodge that was
instrumenta in the founding of St. John Chrysostom Catholic Church in 1910... Between 1905 and
1910 they were going to St. John the Baptist Church in South Side... It was located around 7th Avenue
and across the street was the Ukrainian Catholic Church... It was along walk... They did have horse-

drawn trolleys then."

4, Relationship between Greenfield and Squirrée Hill

The conflict between Greenfidd's "Irish Gang" and other neighborhood gangs at the high school
last year was reported to involve inter-racia conflict between students from Greenfield and Homewood.
The relationship between natives of Squirrd Hill and Greenfidd is subtler, but still competitive, perhaps
hodtile. Father Reschick said:

| think alot of the people up there... have their roots in Greenfield. The people that
were moved quickly to register here were origindly from St. Rosdias or from
Greenfidd. ... | think people might have an attitude of 'l don't want to live in Greenfield,
| want to livein Squirrel Hill" because it has more prestige... When St. Philomends
school was closing and people said, 'No, were not coming to Greenfield,’ then people
here said, 'Well, they're not coming here.’

M.M. Castner is now in the geographic area of St. Rosdids parish snce"St. Phil's' has been
closed. She decided that for her, St. Bede's would be more convenient since she works at nearby
Clayton giving tours on Sunday afternoons. She misses being able to walk to church on Sunday and is
gtill very angry a the church hierarchy:

| fed very much betrayed by the bishops and | don't trust them and I'm not getting



involved. So 1 go to church every Sunday morning. Now | fed that I've been excused
by the bishop when it snows, ‘cause | canit drive in the snow and we don't have bus
sarvice. The shuttle bus that | take to work when it snows doesn't run on Sundays.

5. Geography and important ingtitutions

Many of Squirrd Hill's quiet resdentia streets are tree-lined, gardens are well-kept. Few of the
dreets are cobblestoned anymore, but the neighborhood il retains the calm dignity and tal trees of a
long-established resdentiad community. The hill in Squirrd Hill isabroad, fairly flat-topped mound,
ending aoruptly in the bluffs overlooking 5th Avenue and Mdlon Park towards the north and tapering
downward towards the east and the neighborhood of Point Breeze. To the west it is bordered by the
lovely Schenley Park and by Greenfield. To the east, south of Point Breeze, lie Homewood Cemetery
and the wilder acreage of Frick Park. The dag hegpsfill in the valley to the south where the
Monongahela River marks the southern border. Across the Homestead High Level Bridge is the town
of Homestead, outside of the city limits of Fittsburgh.

Greenfidd's landscape is characterized by steep hills blanketed by a spiderweb of streets and
darcases. Thereisaprivate, hidden qudity to the neighborhood as though most of the streets are
travelled only by the loca residents themsdves. Neat, modest homes line the streets. The top of
Greenfidd's bluff offers one of the most spectacular views of the Golden Triangle.

In the frontier years, both Squirrel Hill and Greenfield were known as good hunting grounds
abundant with game. A few country homes and log cabins were built in the area, but the development
of Squirrel Hill and Greenfield as Pittsburgh suburbs had to wait until the end of the 19th century and the
building of the eastbound trolley lines from Oakland and downtown.

GREENFIELD

The 1990 Census provides data on current residents, and the definition of the census tracts
themsdlves offers geographic dimension to the neighborhoods. Greenfidd, the smdler of the two
communities, isin the 15th Ward and is described in Census Tracts 1516 and 1517. Tract 1516
includes "Lower Greenfidd,” acommunity aso known varioudy as"The Run,” after Four Mile Run, the
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creek that comesinto it from Oakland; "Russian Vdley," dfter its Carpatho-Rusin settlers; and "Sdine
Valey," dfter the road that runs up the valey into Oakland. The southern border goes aong Sylvan
Street, east to include Parade, Georgekay and Winterburn streets that perch on the bluff overlooking
Hazelwood. Winterburn makes the eastern border and the Penn Lincoln Parkway marks the northern
boundary.® St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Rite Church, St. Rosdlias Catholic Church, Magee Field
and the Greenfidd Organization are dl in this area, most near the business didrict at the upper-western
gretch of Greenfield Avenue. Franklin Toker describes this section of Greenfield as "a two-horned
pyramid* with "extraordinary views from amost every drest. ... [O]ne can see the downtown
skyscrapers five miles and the steelworks upriver and downriver on the Monongahela on Y oder Street
there isaso avivid panorama across Schenley Park into Oakland.”

Tract 1517 shares the Winterburn Street boundary on its western edge and the Parkway to the
north. To the west it includes the Minadeo School and part of Saline Street south to Hazelwood and
Bigelow Avenues dong the southern boundary, including "Upper Greenfidd* and "Bigelow Heights" A
smal Orthodox Jewish congregation of 100 members, B'nai Emunoh, islocated in this areg, asisthe

large Giant Eagle grocery store and the business didtrict a the southern end of Murray Avenue.

SQUIRREL HILL

Squirrel Hill, encompassing the massive 14th Ward of Pittsburgh (the largest Democratic Party
ward in the Commonwedth of Pennsylvania), isalarger area, boasting close to 29,000 resdentsin
1990 as compared with Greenfield's 8,500. For the purposes of this study, | have grouped the 7
censustractsinto 4 aress, pairing off adjacent tracts that share smilar demographic and cultura
features. "South Squirrd Hill," Census Tract 1414, borders Greenfield Tract 1517 at Saline Street
aong the eadt; the eastern border continues southward aong Saine then Brown's Hill Road to the
Homestead High Leve Bridge. The Monongahela River marks the boundary to the south, including the

®Penn Lincoln Parkway is the official name for US Route 376, which is better known by its nickname
"the Parkway."
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Riverview Center for Jewish Seniors® and the tiny community of "Duck Hollow" below the dag hesp left
by United States Stedl in the south end of Frick Park. Connecting Frick Park to the River isasmall,
polluted creek called Nine Mile Run. This creek marks the eastern border of Tract 1414. Forward
Avenue is the northern border. The site of the now-closed St. Philomenas Roman Catholic Church and
schoal isinthis are, asisthe oldest rdigious congregation in Squirrel Hill, the Mary F. Brown
Memorid Methodist Church with its cemetery plot, early pioneer graves and Indian mounds.

Tracts 1413 and 1408 each have large parks within their borders. Tract 1413 lies due north of
the Parkway and Greenfield and Tract 1408 lies north of Forward Avenue and South Squirrel Hill.
Murray Avenue is the dividing line, north to south, between these two tracts and Forbes Avenue and
Schenley Drive mark the northern boundaries. Tract 1413 includes the Jewish Community Center, the
Lubavitcher Center, Hille Academy of Rittsburgh, Y eshiva Ache Tmimim, and Schenley Park, with
Boundary Street and the Batimore and Ohio Railroad tracks running along the western edge. Tract
1408's eastern border is Nine Mile Creek in Frick Park. Within Tract 1408 are Shaare Torah, Beth
Shalom and Poale Zedeck synagogues, as wel as anumber of smaler Jewish congregetions, the Jewish
Educationd Inditute, Colfax Elementary School and Taylor Allderdice High Schooal.

Due north of Tracts 1413 and 1408 is the area known as "North of Forbes." Forbes Avenue
and its extension into Schenley Park, Schenley Drive, mark the southern border of thisarea. The
western tract, 1401.98, includes Carnegie Mdlon University, Melon Indtitute, the Pittsburgh Golf Club
and the "Morewood Farms' residentid section. Fifth and Wilkins avenues mark the northern boundary
of thistract and Wightman Street marks the eastern boundary. | have paired it with Tract 1402, which
includes north of Wilkins, south of Fifth Avenue and east of Shady Avenue. Tract 1402 includes
Chatham College and a very pricey resdentid neighborhood encompassing Dunmoyle, Fair Oaks,
South Negley, Murrayhill Streets and Woodland Drive.

East of Wightman and Morewood Farmslies Tract 1403. This areais bordered to the north by

“formerly called the Jewish Home for the Aged
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Wilkins, to the east by Dallas and to the south by Forbes Avenue. In the southeast corner is the
Smithfidd East End Cemetery, dwarfed by Point Breeze's Homewood Cemetery just across Dallas
Avenue. Included inthis areaiis the Squirrel Branch of the Carnegie Library, Tree of Life Synagogue,
the Wightman School Community Center, Pittsburgh Fire Station #34 and Anathan House Senior
Center. Paired with thisis Tract 1404, bordered to the south by Wilkins Avenue, to the east by Ddlas
Avenue, to the north by Penn and Fifth avenues and to the west by Shady Avenue. Thistract, though
identified on the NeighborFair map as being largely within Squirrd Hill, is often referred to as " Point
Breeze" Included in this area are Linden Elementary School, Mdlon Park and asmall business digtrict

on Reynolds Avenue.

Schenley Park

Three hundred acres of prime, undeveloped real estate were donated to the city by Mary
Schenley in 1889 for the express purpose of creating a public park. Phipps Conservatory was erected
in 1893 and Andrew Carnegie convinced the city to set aside land for the Carnegie Library and
Museum, which were built in 1895 and enlarged in 1907. In 1905 Carnegie built the Carnegie
Technica Schools® on an adjacent tract. Pittsburgh's Director of Public Works, Edward M. Bigelow,
added another 120 acres to the park and oversaw the park's development.

The Arcadianstyle park was landscaped in the 1890s according to the style of English
landscape architect William Falconer. George Burke succeeded Bigelow in 1903. He conceived of the
tuffa stone bridges.

Some of the early buildings have dissppeared. The Casino, buiilt in 1895° a the present site of
the Frick Fine Arts Building, had an ice rink and amusement building. It wasreferred to asthe
handsomest building of its kind in the country.

®ater renamed Carnegie Ingtitute of Technology, the ingtitution merged with Mdlon Ingtitute in 1967
and was called Carnegie Mdlon University

®the casino burned down in 1896
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Schenley Park was a place where new immigrants went to vidt with their fellow countrymen.
Maureen McBirney describes it thisway: "Schenley Park... especialy when the weather was nice, was
aplace to go to gather and meet people you knew and meet others you had not met yet.”
In 1913 a merry-go-round opened on the corner of Greenfield Road and Panther Hollow
Drive. M.M. Castner remembers.

My father... would pile al the neighborhood kidsin the car and we went down to
Shenley park where they had a free merry-grand, a huge one down there. We used to
do this severa nightsaweek. Then weld stop at Isaly's on the way home. We got
those big long scooped cones... You had to sand in line, but it was free. 1t was ahuge
one, as big asthe one a Kennywood. And it was right &t that big intersection in the
park, where the road goes into the skating rink... 'Y ou could ride once, then you had to
get off and get back inline...

Development continued, and the use of the park expanded. The first automobile races took
placein 1899; in 1907, Schenley Ova was completed and was used for horse races. In 1909 Schenley
Lake was built for boating in the Panther Hollow ravine and 8 miles of bridle paths expanded the
number of people usng the park. That same year Forbes Field was opened and became the home of
the Rittsburgh Pirates for 60 years. The band shell was built in 1911. Later, the ravine south of Forbes
Avenue wasfilled and the Schenley Plaza parking lot was formed. The University of Pittsburgh
expanded towards the park as well as into Oakland and towards downtown Pittsburgh.

The rapid concentration of ingtitutions in Oakland and Schenley Park created the first planned
culturd and civic center in the United States. Devel opment continued, but the pace was dower, due
somewhat to the fact that the area was becoming crowded. Schenley Pool was built in 1921. Many
bridges built by the Works Projects Administration of 1939 are clearly marked. The bowling green was
put inin 1932, and in 1976, the Schenley Ice Rink was constructed.

The Park maintainsiits centrd place in the lives of East End resdents. Dorothy Miller's
Rich/Poor Man's Guide to Pittsburgh lists Schenley Park as the place to watch CMU's buggy racesin

April or the Grand Prix auto racesin August. The Park isthe place for informa picnics, family reunions,

and use of the public poal. Itsview of downtown Pittsburgh attracts huge crowds to view fireworks on



17
the 4th of July.

From 1895 to 1958, thirteen public sculptures were erected within Schenley Park. Four of
them, including the panthers on the bridge over Panther Hollow and the statues of Edward Bigelow,
Stephen Foster and Hygela, were designed by Guiseppi Moretti. Other artists include Henry
Hornbostel, Augustus S. Gardens, Victor David Brenner, Danid Chester, Richard Hamilton Couper,
Frank Vittor and J. Massey Rhind.

Frick Park

Indugtridist Henry Clay Frick's 1919 will |eft 150 acresto the city of Pittsburgh for the express
purpose of establishing a public park on the grounds. The will dso stipulated a $2 million trust for future
land acquisition, operation, maintenance and capital improvements. Ninety acres were subsequently
purchased from the Country Club Land Company which was then an exclusiveriding club. The second
purchase included property where the Swisshem Grigt Mill and log cabin home had once stood.

Frick Park now includes property of the Shaws, Rankins, Phillips and Swisshems. Itisthe
wildest park in the city, comprising over 300 acres and extending from the Penn Lincoln Parkway north
to Reynolds Street in South Homewood and from Squirrel Hill east to Edgewood. Mogt of thisarealis
undeveloped. Nine Mile Run risesin the Park to flow south to the Monongahela River at the eastern
edge of Hazelwood.

Recreetiond facilities include two large and popular playgrounds. One, at the corner of
Braddock and Forbes Avenues, is adjacent to a baseball field and tennis courts and sits above Nine
Mile Run. There are severa hiking paths, a soccer field and picnic areas south of the playground. The
second playground, known by the children affectionately as "Blue Slide Park™ because of the color of
the big cement ground-dide there, islocated north of Forward Avenue off Beechwood Boulevard.
There, abasebal fidd, hiking trails and grassy dopes attract neighborhood children and families year-
round. Some traditiond ethnic activities do take place in the park: for instance, according to Maureen

McBirney, the Irish Centre has awomen's sports team caled Camogie which holds games at Frick
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Park.

Méllon Park

Méllon Park isthe smalest of the three parks adjacent to Squirrel Hill. It islocated on the
corner of Fifth and Shady avenues at the previous ste of the etates of Richard B. Mdlon and John N.
Marshdl. The Rittsburgh Civic Garden Center was established therein 1935. The Park is now home
to the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts and has been the site of the annua Fair in the Park since 1969.
The City Parks program uses the Park for Jazz concerts, classical music brunches and other outdoor

concerts.

6.A. The People--Ethnic identity

The 1990 census provides information based on race, on first ancestry reported and on the
language spoken at home. Whileit is somewhat difficult to put together a picture of the community's
ethnic make- up from these figures, the numbers are interesting nevertheless,

Assuming that more recent immigration coincides with greater use of alanguage other than
English in the home, then, in most cases, the predominant ethnic groups appear to be long-time residents
of the region, because "native" language use in these groups has dropped dramaticaly. By examining
the data on language spoken in the home, it is possible to get a picture of settlement patterns of recent
immigrants.

North of Forbes, in Census Tract 1401.98 with atotal population of 5,406, 18%, or 952,
chose German astheir first ancestry reported. Thisisthe largest group. Russian isfirg ancestry of the
next largest group, 468 or 9% of the resdents of thistract. English with 387 (7%), Irish with 317 (6%),
Itdian with 323 (6%), Polish with 318 (6%) represent the next largest ancestry group. Therest are
distributed among every other census category of firg ethnic ancestry except Yugodavia The language
gpoken a homeis adso interesting, but the categories of nationdity are different from the mgor
ancestries declared above. One hundred people (2% of the total number in the tract) are shown as



19
gpeaking Chinese in the home, 87 (2%) speaking Spanish, 85 (2%) speaking Indic, 78 (1%) speaking
French, 65 (1%) speaking Korean, and 44 (1%) speaking Greek and another 44 (1%) speaking
German. In 84% of the households only English is spoken, but there is awide range of other languages
being spoken by small groups of people.

Census Tract 1402 is smdler, with 2,463 tota residents, and seems mostly made up of people
of northern European origin. Of these, 484 (20%) report German ancestry, 346 (14%) report Irish
ancestry, 263 (11%) report English ancestry, 223 (9%) report Russian ancestry. Therest are mostly
European with Polish, Italian, Hungarian, French, Scottish and Slovak heading the list. Of this group,
85% speak only English at home. 63 (3%) speak Spanish, 60 (2%) speak Indic, 38 (2%) speak
Itdlian, and others speak Greek, Arabic, Chinese and Japanese.

In Census Tract 1403 the total population is 3,610. The largest group reported here is German,
with 781 (22%). Next is Russan with 411 (11%) and English with 410 (11%), followed by Polish with
359 (10%) and Irish with 353 (10%). The rest are mostly northern European in origin.  Eighty-two
percent of the tract's resdents spesak only English in the home. Spanish is spoken by 125 (3%) of the
resdents. Arabic is spoken by 49 (1%), French by 38 (1%), German by 31 (1%), Chinese by 29
(1%), and Hungarian by 28 (1%).

Census Tract 1404 has 2,445 residents. The largest ancestry group reported here is 312
(13%) for Russians, followed closdly by the Irish with 277 (11%), the Germans with 240 (10%), the
English with 219 (9%) and the Italians with 191 (8%). Of this group, 86% spesk only Englishin the
home. French isthe most popular other language with 43 people (2%) using it in their homes. Other
languages spoken by 11-16 people each include German, Y iddish, Spanish, Polish, Hungarian and
Korean.

Moving south of Forbes, Census Tract 1408 has 4,573 residents. The largest group is of
Russian ancestry, with 528 (12%). The Polish are second, with 493 (11%) and the German are third
with 465 (10%). Hungarian ancestry is reported by 239 (5%). Other major groups represented are
the English, Irish, Itdian, Lithuanian, ScotchIrish, and Slovak. Inthistract, 70% speaksonly Englishin
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the home, alower percentage than in the "North of Forbes® tract. Yiddish is spoken by 175 residents
(4%), Spanish is spoken by 166 (4%), Chinese by 121 (3%) and Russian by 89 (2%). Other mgjor
languages spoken include Indic, German, French, Japanese and Portuguese.

Tract 1413, which includes Schenley Park, has 5,139 resdents. Thisis another diverse group.
The largest ancestry group reported first is Russian with 797 residents (16%). German is second, with
599 residents (12%). Following these are the Irish with 384 (7%), Polish with 318 (6%), Hungarian
with 264 (5%) and English with 210 (4%). Eighty-one percent spesk only English in the home.
Chinese is spoken by 134 residents (3%), Yiddish is spoken by 118 (2%), and Russian is spoken by
90 (2%). Other languages represented include German, Greek, Indic, French, Spanish, Polish, Arabic,
and Hungarian.

In the South Squirrel Hill Census Tract 1414 with 5,256 resdents, Russan isthe first ancestry
reported most often, with 493 residents (9%). They are followed closely by 485 residents (9%)
reporting German ancestry and 463 (9%) reporting Italian ancestry. 368 (7%) came from Irdland, 363
(7%) from Poland, and 267 (5%) from England. Other ancestries reported include Hungarian,
Lithuanian, Romanian and Scotch-Irish. One-fifth of the residents speak alanguage other than English
inthe home. Of these, the largest language group is Yiddish, spoken by 239 residents (5%). There are
anumber of smdler groups. 120 (2%) speak Polish, 98 (2%) speak Spanish, 75 (1%) speak Itaian,
55 (1%) speak Chinese and 48 (1%) speak Korean.

In Greenfield Census Tract 1516 there are 2,881 resdents. The largest first ancestry group is
Italian, with 634 (22%). Second to this group are the Sovaks, with 536 (19%). Irish are next with
490 (17%), followed by Germans with 374 (13%) and Polish with 143 (5%). Eighty-six percent of the
residents speak only English in the home; 85 (3%) speak "other Savic language” (perhaps Carpatho-
Rusin, Slovak or Croatian), 81 (3%) speak Itaian, 31 (1%) speak Spanish and 12 (.5%) speak Greek
and 12 (.5%) speak Chinese.

The other half of Greenfield, Census Tract 1517, has 5,604 residents. The largest group there
isof Irish ancestry, with 945 (17%) reporting. Close behind are Italian with 942 (17%) and German
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with 929 (17%). The next group is Russian with 399 (7%) reporting, followed by English with 290
(5%), Polish with 250 (4%), and Slovak with 247 (4%). 83% speak only English in the home. The
two most popular languages other than English are Italian (128 or 2%) and German (125 or 2%). After
that Chinese is reported by 68 (1%0), Spanish by 60 (1%), Russian by 56 (1%) and "other Savic
language’ by 45 (1%).

Thereisasggnificant use of Yiddish in the south Squirrel Hill neighborhoods described by
Census Tracts 1408, 1413 and 1414 where Yiddish is the language used in the home by 535 people.
The Orthodox Jewish community is strongly represented in these areas, with dl of the Orthodox
synagogues, the Jewish day schools and the Jewish Community Center (JCC) located here. Gerry
Pakovitz thinks that Yiddish is used by two distinct groups within the Jewish community:

Therésagroup of people who spesk Yiddish who aretotally irrdigious, they're Jewish,
but they don't redly affiliate with tradition or Judaism. Then there are other people who
speak Yiddish who arerdigious... There's awhole new phenomenon that has
blossomed in the last ten years. In Hebrew it's called the Bad T'shuva Movement,
people who have returned to their roots. ... In our synagogue there's alarge number of
people who were raised ether in a Reform home or with no background, who have
become Orthodox.

Dee Davis, Director of Senior Adult Services a the JCC, has set up a Yiddish group as part of

the senior activities at the center:

| do know there are people, 70 and 80 year-olds, who come here... Just to keep it
dive. Theré€s another group who meet here at the JCC that speak Yiddish. Don't
forget, Jews were dl over theworld. They were coming from Poland, they spoke
Polish. From Hungary, Hungarian. German Jewish people. But if you spoke Yiddish,
you could talk to any Jewish person... The people coming from Russawho are elderly
gpeek Yiddish. | can go into [our daily lunch program] and pull out someone who's
here from Isradl, an older person, someone who's just come from Russia, someone
who's lived here along time, and bring them together with Yiddish. None of them

gpesking English, maybe.

Yiddish isthe only language used in this area that indicates religious afiliation or rdigious
heritage as wdll as nationdity or ethnic heritage. As Dee Davis explains, thereis a strong emotiona

attachment to the language amongst those who useiit:



Yiddishis absolutely arich, ddightful language. You cant trandae literdly. ... Asa
child, if my mother said to me 'hak mir nich ko'chainik’ --the literd trandation is 'Don't
pound any teakettles” Which meant, figuratively, don't make noise, don't bother me,
don't make a disturbance. It originates with children playing. What did they play with?
They didn't havetoys... They had pots and pans, and so they banged them and made
noise. ... The cursesare fabulous, 'Solst du vachsn za 'betsbil’'n mit dein kopp en
dreir-- you should grow like an onion with your head in the ground!" Or it talks about,
'Y ou shoud have a big house with lots of bedrooms, but you shouldn't deep one night.’
Y ou should be running from bedroom to bedroom with... Or 'All the teeth should fall
out of your mouth except one and that should have a horrible toothache.” ... Those
were beautiful, they had substance to them.”

Chinese is gpoken by smdl groupsin dl the census tracts examined except for the North of
Forbes/Point Breeze neighborhood described by Tract 1404. In al, 519 persons report using Chinese
inthe home. According to Y uet Ming Eva, hersdf a naturdized American citizen who immigrated here
from Hong Kong, there are many forms of Chinese language used among the Chinese living in
Attsburgh:

Some speak Cantonese, some speak Mandarin, you can tell some are from Mainland,
some are from Taiwan. We don't know them... We have dl kinds of different
didects.... The written language is the unifying force, we read the same written text. |
had to learn to spesk Mandarin when | wasiin college... In Hong Kong we al spesk
Cantonese, but if you're from a different part of China, you spesk different dialects...

According to Hui Yuet Ming Evaand Elena, her friend who is aso from Hong Kong, the
Pittsburgh-resident students they have met from China don't usudly spesk Cantonese.

Spanish is used in the home by 665 residents of Squirrel Hill and Greenfield, spread among al
censustracts. The largest numbers live in the northern neighborhoods of Squirrd Hill, which leeds meto
believe that most of this group is ffiliated with the universty community in Oakland.

Use of Russian isreported by 235 individuals in Census Tracts 1408, 1413 and 1517. These
numbers are from the 1990 Census. They predate the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1990 and the
subsequent emigration from Russia, Eastern Europe and the new, previoudy Soviet republics. Russian
is often heard nowadays dong Murray Avenuein Squirrd Hill. Genny Davud-Zade, herself a recent

immigrant from Azerbaijan, estimates that there are now about 2,000 new Russian immigrantsin
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Pittsburgh. Linda Ehrenreich from the Jewish Family and Children Services (JFCS) works with new
immigrants. She sees not only Russans, but dso Bosnians, Azerbaijanis and immigrants from other
republics. They are not dl Jewish, and the Jewish immigrants are not dl religious. Except for afew
"free cases," mogt only come to Pittsburgh through contact with other family members after they have
acquired refugee atus. Since the end of 1988, the JFCS has worked with approximately 200 new
immigrants per year. Mogt areliving in the Squirrd Hill area of the city, but some move to the suburbs
after getting jobs.

The next census will undoubtedly reflect this new immigration, probably showing arapid
increase in the numbers of Russan speakersliving in and around Squirrd Hill. Genny Davud-Zade's
daughter, Victoria, opened the Moscow Nights Restaurant in November, 1993, featuring Russian
cooking and music. "In thisrestaurant, they remind of their culture. They sSing songs, Russans sing
songs and Russian dancing and Russian food. What they doing when they was young... Every week
coming new and new Russian people.”

There are smdl groups of people using other languages in their homes, aso concentrated in
specific neighborhoods. Indic, for example is reported by 138 people in the exclusive North of Forbes
neighborhoods described by Census Tracts 1401.98 and 1402. My guessis that this group is made up
of students and professionds associated with the universities and hospitals in nearby Oakland. Satwant
Kaur Mehta, hersaf an American-born Punjabi, livesin South Squirrel Hill and doesntt think that the

Indian community is concentrated in any one neighborhood in particular:

We tend to not identify with our local neighborhoods, just because of the numbers of us.
There aren't not that many. We tend to identify with the larger communitiesto which
we belong. Thenit'sby rdigion. The Skh community is one community. Inthe Hindu
community there are severd communities. In the Mudim community, they have their
own mosque. Our religious centers become the socia centers as well.”

Savic, Itdian and German languages are il used in a significant number of householdsin the
southern Squirrel Hill Census Tract 1414 and in both tracts describing Greenfield. The individuds

involved are probably older immigrants, representing those remaining from or raised by those who
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arrived in the waves of immigration that took place before 1920 into the steelmaking centers of this
region. Theway the language is reported in the Census makesit difficult to differentiate between the
Slovaks and the Carpatho-Rusins, as the choices offered to them by the census form are "Russian,”
"Southern Savic" and "other Savic." Those in the largest non-English language group in Greenfidd
identify themselves as speakers of "other Savic." Michadl Roman reports that few are learning to spesk
the language of their ancestors. His own son istrying to learn, now that he has been dected to the
executive board of the Greek Catholic Union. Roman is happy, however, that his granddaughter has
taken an interest in the culture and is sudying Russian in college.

6.B. The People--Age
Father Joseph Reschick talks about the aging population of Greenfidd as an issue and how his
parish is concerned about continuing to provide reigious and community servicesto an increasingly

senior membership:

Probably 55-60% of the parish is ederly, 55 and above... Thereisthe senior citizen
center up near Magee [fiedd]. We dso house AARP for their meetings on a monthly
bass. ... Thisfdl they're going to be breaking ground for asenior citizen highrise right
up across the dtreet here [overlooking the Parkway]. There's [nowhere] in Greenfidd
[for the elderly to live]... Unlessthey have arideit would be impossible for some of
them to come to church.

The census data bears him out: in 1990, 19% of Greenfield was 65 years old or older, a2%
higher population of elderly people than in the county at large. Even more dderly, 21% of the total, are
reported in Tract 1516, which includes " The Run” area of Greenfield.

Geographic concentration of the elderly is aso apparent in Squirrd Hill. The tracts with the
highest incomein Squirrel Hill, 1401.98 and 1402, show the lowest percentage of elderly residents: the
first has around 8% of its residents reporting ages 65 and older, the second has 11%. Tracts 1413 and
1414 show very high percentages of residents older than 65, 24% for Tract 1413 and 27% for Tract
1414. Thereis aclugter of gpartment houses along Wightman, Hobart and Covode streets in Tract
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1413 which house seniors. The Riverview Center including the Riverview Towers senior gpartments
arein Tract 1414, as are severd apartment houses along Murray and Morrowfield avenues, the
Beechwood A partments and the old riverside community of Duck Hollow at the southern sector of the
tract.
Judith Ross suggests that the high concentration of ederly in parts of Squirrel Hill isnot just an

issue of concern to the Jewish community:

As| understand it, the senior population in Pittsburgh is only second, percentage-wise,
to Miami. Which is pretty incredible. That'swhy dl this businessis going on about
additiona senior facilitiesin Squirrd Hill. After dl, the Jewish community feds astrong
commitment to take care of its own and have some placeto live. Riverview, which
looks like it will be undergoing some changes, has been the only place. For some
people that's a bit far out. ... Many people have their parents and grandparents here.
So they want to provide a nice place for themto live.

Y outh are least dbundant in South Squirrd Hill, Tract 1414, and in Squirrel Hill Tract 1413,
athough both of these areas show large numbers of peoplein the 25-44 age range. The University of
Pittdourgh, Chatham College and Carnegie Mdlon University have the effect of increasing the numbers
of youthsliving at and around the campuses. Tract 1401.98 shows an astounding 66% in the 0-24 year

old range, 86% of these youth are in the 18-24 year-old range.

6.C. The People--Income

According to the 1990 Census data (and the chart and graph in Appendix B of this report), of
the over 1.3 million residents in Allegheny County, 61% earned between $10,000 and $49,999, 17%
earned less than $10,000 and 4% earned over $100,000. Squirrel Hill is known as an affluent
community, but it is only in the area north of Forbes that the income data differs substantidly from the
norm for the County. The data shows that in Greenfield, 70% of residents households made between
$10,000 and $49,999 per year, 14% made |ess than $10,000/year and fewer than 1% made over

$100,000/year. These figures deviate only dightly from the county's overdl picture, with fewer very
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poor or very rich and more midde-income households.

South and Central Squirrel Hill, census tracts 1408, 1413 and 1414, demongtrate Smilar
income curves, with fewer fdling in the $10,000-$49,999 brackets and more in the $50,000-and-more
brackets. Interestingly enough, dl three have alarger percentage than Greenfield does of households
with incomes falling below $10,000/year. This could be attributed to larger student populations and to a
higher percentage of ederly resdents on fixed incomes.

North of Forbes, the income curve is skewed way out of the norm, especialy for the two
western-most tracts, 1401.98 and 1402. There, only 5% of the households make less than $10,000,
whereas 34% make over $100,000/year.

6.D. The People--Work

Thereisadigtinct ethos regarding work in Squirrdl Hill and in Greenfidld. In generd, peoplein
Squirrd Hill vaue professons such as law, medicine and business more than blue-collar l1abor or
congruction professons. In Greenfield the oppositeistrue. Dee Davistels of her own reaction to her

youngest son's childhood desire to be a carpenter:

| remember when my youngest son wanted a tool set and he says hé's going to be a
carpenter, and | sad, 'if you're handy, you could be abrain surgeon.’ | guess| felt that
if hés going to use his hand and he's going to be bright, let him be a doctor instead of a
mechanic.

Thisview contrasts with Bill Smith's comments on the rdlative status of various types of work:
People don't have much regard for people that work in government, ... Most of the

people grew up having to work pretty hard. So there's ill that strong influence. Most

of the people that live here, their parents or grandparents worked in the mills or in the
railroads... Therésaprideinthat... People who worked there are ill proud that they
worked there...

For Dee Davis, ethnic identity and discrimination both played arole in gppreciation of work,

education and socid power in the Jewish community:

Most of the Jewish people of my parents generation were in businesses, or worked for
someone. My generation was the first generation to go to college... And what was clear
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in our household beyond and above everything else was to get an education. That was
the mogt vital, important thing. At great sacrifice to parents.

My in-laws owned a little grocery store, it was probably opened 18 hours aday in case
somebody wanted to buy a quart of milk and they could make another penny or two.
But ultimately the god was through the children. That they would be educated.

So my peer group, in large measure, went to college, and alot of them are
professonds. Those were your doctors, your lawyers. Doctors and lawyers more than
engineer[g]. In my generation there was a quota system at Pitt medica school. And
many of my Jewish friends could not get into medica school. Not because their
credentials were not better than those getting in, but because there was a quota system
then. And they would only take so many Jewish students.

They knew that the road out was education and professions and that they weren't going
to makeit if they were in the trades.

Brad Perelman adds that " people who are Orthodox keep the Sabbath, can't work on
Saturday. So interms of business, this has limitations.”

According to Bill Smith, it wasthe stedl industry that provided most of the jobsin Greenfield up
until the late 1970s.

People did very well with the mills. They were getting paid big, big money... Themain
employer back in the 50s and the 60s was J& L, US Stedl, large number of local people
worked for the mills, or they worked for the railroads... [The mill closures were] kind of
acontinuous decline. ... The decline arted to happen "77-78 and just proceeded to a
point to where there was virtudly nothing. It has kind of rebounded alittle bit with LTV
in Hazelwood. It just seemed for the longest time from "77-78 through the mid-80s it
was just congtantly, people were getting laid off.

Those well-paid sted mill and railroad jobs are gone now and they are ill sorely missedin
Greenfidd:’

I'm sure anumber of people are not working... for the same take-home pay they were
when the millswere going strong.  There's definitely been adrop-off. ... Therésan
increase in spouses going to work and second incomes...

"both this and the next quote are exerpted from Bill Smith's interview
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For many Greenfield residents, the changing regiona economy has forced people to seek work

dsawhere:

Now, alot of people work for alot of different places, and ... theré'salot of people
working in government--various departments of the city, public safety, a number of
firemen live in the community. There are Some police that livein the area. Parks and
recregtion, or the Mayor's--the row office, the finance department, mayor'sinformation
center. Probably, ... the single largest employer is government now. A lot of
professonds, younger folks who have moved in recent years that have jobs in the hedlth
industry over in Oakland... 1t might be a contest... between government and hedlth
related jobs ...

Thereis disagreement amongst my informants as to the effect the mill closures had on Squirrdl

Hill resdents. M.M. Castner didn't know anybody from her neighborhood who worked in the sted!

mills, dthough her neighbors, the Woffords, once had abig bakery in Homestead. Ron Del_dlo feds

that the activity in the mills was good for business, and he missesit:

T.A.

Y ou had mills, you had congtruction. Everything went by shifts, you never had to wear
awatch. You knew just by who was coming in the door, who was leaving what time of
day itwas.. | usedto get herea 6 aminthe morning, this place wasfilled up by 6:30
am. By 7 when the cook and everybody else was here, you had afull breskfast going,
full bar. Thiswas 6 daysaweek. Now, it's changed so much that we don't open our
doors'til 11 am. Because of that treffic, that flow. You don't have it anymore.

Settlement patterns-Squirre Hill
When, in 1901, indudtridist Isaac Frank moved his family to a stately red-brick Squirrd Hill

mansion, which is dill ganding & the corner of Wightman Street and Aylesboro avenues, he was part of

an eestward movement of Rittsburgh Jews from the Hill Didtrict, Allegheny City and the downtown

Market Street commercid didtrict. The movement had started two decades earlier with the introduction

of dreetcars serving the neighborhoods of Oakland, East Liberty, and Squirrd Hill. The synagogues

moved to be with their congregations. in 1904 Rodef Shalom (a Reform congregation) relocated from

downtown to its present site on Fifth Avenue. A year later Tree of Life Congregation (a Conservative
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congregation) moved from downtown to Craft Avenuein Oakland. Beth Shalom (a conservative
congregation) was established in Squirrd Hill in 1919, Pode Zedeck (an Orthodox community) was
formed in 1929.

Although the population of Pittsburgh's downtown wards increased from 42,700 to 55,282
between 1870 and 1890, the eastern-most wards grew from 29,998 to 103,091. With the trolleys,
travel time from the East End to downtown was reduced from 100 minutesto 32. When Fittsburgh
Traction added a two-mile dectrified feeder line up through Squirrd Hill in 1893, the company added
500-800 riders per day to their Fifth Avenue cable-car line. Thetrolley travelled through Schenley
Park, up the ravine on the south side of Forbes Avenue to Murray Avenue. At the sametime the
Panther Hollow Bridge was finished and an acre of ground in Squirrel Hill rose in vaue from $500 to
$5,000 in lessthan one year. Murray Avenue was unpaved, with wooden boards serving as car tracks,
going south from Forbes dl the way to Brown's Hill Road.

The streetcars made it possible for those who did not own horses, carriages and cartsto live a
agreater distance from the downtown center. This option had long been open to the wedthy
industridists and merchants of Pittsburgh who had settled in Shadyside and Point Breeze in the 1880s
and 1890s. These people, including indugtridists Henry Clay Frick, George Westinghouse, Andrew
Carnegie and William Thaw, society doctor James McClédland, severa households of Mdlons and
others, built their lavish residences dong the corridors of Fifth and Penn avenues. The lack of good
road access contributed to the relative isolation of Squirre Hill and kept it undevel oped until severd
decades after the northern neighborhoods had been suburbanized.

The Squirrel Hill Development Company was established in 1890, and in 1903 Frederick Lay
Olmsted, Jr., rebuilt Beechwood Boulevard--two additiona, significant factorsin the opening up of
Squirrel Hill to new residents.

Before thistime, the area had remained a didtrict of large estates with abundant game gtill being
hunted as it had been since the aredls days as an Indian hunting ground. Peebles, the origind village
established in 1833, fronted south on the Monongahela River, toward Homestead, near where
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Beechwood Boulevard and Brown's Hill Road now intersect. This political unit lasted until 1868 when
it was annexed to the city. The eighteen homes in the isolated pocket of Duck Hollow are dl thet is left
of the first commercid center in what is now Squirrel Hill.

With the trolley system and better roads came a rush of development. Hundreds of large homes
were built for the area's burgeoning middle management class. "Millionaire Row" crept up Beechwood
Boulevard, Shady Avenue and Negley Hill. Photosin the Carnegie Library of Fittsburgh's Pennsylvania
Room collection, most dated 1908, document the paving of roads, from Forward Avenue north to
Reynolds Street, long Forbes and Murray avenues. Fire station #34 on Northumberland Street and
Asbury Place which was rebuilt in 1926 was origindly built in 1906, an indication of the increased
population dengity in the area.

A second surge of development took place between 1922 and 1927 when the Boulevard of the
Allies was congtructed, linking Squirrel Hill directly to the "Golden Triangle" downtown Pittsburgh.
Central and South Squirrel Hill were developed at thistime, and new houses were built in empty lots
and cut-up estates in the northern-most sections. The cross-streets of Bartlett Street and Darlington
Avenue were put in dong with block after block of row-houses for middie- and working-class residents
moving in from The Hill and Oakland. Mogt of the available land was developed by 1930.

Since that time, new congtruction has taken place on large lots in between stately mansions, or
on old estate lands put up for development. Aylesboro Avenue, eestward from Wightman, has three
huge turn- of-the- century mansionsin arow suddenly cut off by a private drive. There, five houses built
in the 1960s and 1970s cluster dong an dley cutting north into the block, probably on the site of an old
edtate. On Solway Street between Murray and Shady avenues, most of the houses on the north side of
the Street were built circa 1960. One of these smdl, brick homes has two magnificent and oversized
gateposts on ether side of the driveway, relics of the gate to a private drive that had once served the
edtate formerly located there. A third example is Kinsman Road, behind Linden Elementary School and
off Wilkins Avenue, where degant brick columns topped with 19th century gas lighting fixtures, hinting

at amore luxurious past, mark both the entrance and exit to this block-long stret, which is now lined
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with modest houses constructed in the 1920s and 1930s.

The early residentsin the area north of Forbes were monied folks, either of Scotch-Irish or
German-Jewish descent. Southern Squirrel Hill was settled by amix of middle- and working-class
Jews from Eastern Europe, Roman Catholics from Ireland and Italy, and assorted "Americans,” thet is,
working-class Scotch-Irish, Germans and English. Unlike other neighborhoods such as The Hill,
Homewood or East Liberty, the origina resdents of Squirrd Hill did not leave to be replaced by new
waves of immigrants or African- Americans. The area has maintained its upscale image in the area north
of Forbes and the Jewish community has become entrenched throughout, providing a stable and thriving
religious and ethnic neighborhood.

The Jewish community in Squirrel Hill acted like a magnet, atracting more Jews to the area.
Ruth Parensky left Turtle Creek for Squirrd Hill in 1941--by then the Jewish community in the Turtle
Creek Vdley had dwindled:

So many people ... also moved. ... (I moved to) Squirrd Hill,... Douglas Street.”
...0Our store was taken over by my sister and brother-in-law. My mother's motivation
for moving wasto redly get into a Jewish community. | was 16 and my younger Sster
was 12. And she didn't want to take any chances on any of us getting involved with
anybody who wasn't Jewish... ... romanticaly.

Theincreased use of automohiles facilitated Jewish families moves to Squirrd Hill while they maintained
businessesin the mill towns.

For some, moving into the neighborhood was due less to whom they knew than to the
community's reputation. "[Squirrel Hill] isaplacel fdt safe,” said Satwant Mehta, "I caled the police
and said, 'How about Shadyside? How about Oakland? How about Squirrel Hill? And they sad,
'Squirrel Hill." Okay."

New immigrant Genny Davud-Zade came to Pittsburgh from Azerbaijan in 1990 after the
collgpse of the Soviet Union. "Thefirg time Jewish Federation helped me make rent in Squirrel Hill and
| stayed here. | very likethisarea”

The 1990 census shows 13.6% of al Squirrel Hill resdents to be foreign-born, dmaost 20% in
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Census Tract 1408 (east of Murray Avenue, south of Forbes and including Frick park). Three point
two percent of Squirrel Hill's foreign-born entered the country from 1987 to 1990. Since the collapse
of the Soviet Union there has been agreet influx of immigrants from the new republics of Eagtern
Europe and Asa. Reva Horn from the Jewish Family and Children Services estimates that they assst
200 immigrants to settle in Squirrel Hill each yeer.

7.B.  Settlement patterns-Greenfield

Father Joseph Reschick had one short answer when asked what brought people to settlein
Greenfidd, "The mills thet were a the bottom of Greenfield Avenue." Greenfield has been a blue-collar
resdentiad community since development sarted in the latter haf of the 19th century. Millworkers
settled in south Oakland, Lower Greenfield and Upper Greenfield, within walking distance from the mills
dong theriver'sedge. Although Jones & Laughlin did not sart producing stedl there until after 1900,
there were dready numerous plants dong theriver.

In 1889, the Second Avenue Passenger Railway Company came under new ownership and the
line was extended eastward past Greenfield to Glenwood, now absorbed into the Pittsburgh
neighborhood of Hazelwood. Downtown Pittsburgh became readily accessible from the line on Second
Avenue (then Irvine Stret) at the bottom of Greenfield Avenue. Lower Greenfidd, or The Run, was
right on thetrolley line. In 1891, the Second Avenue line was extended past Glenwood across the
Monongahela River to Homestead.

The Irish were predominant in Greenfield; St. Rosdlids parish was established in the early
1900s, according to Father Reschick:

It cameto bein the early 1900s. It was a group of men who were one day discussing
out here on Greenfidld Avenue that they should have a church. They were looking at
this property... St. Rosdlids has gone through some changes, alot of it dedt with the
fact of the mill being opened. Where we are Sitting right now there was alyceum, which
was agymnasum and abowling adley for the parish.

The mills played avery big rolein thelife of Greenfidld and in the life of this parish. ...
When the bishop was here... he told me that the mass schedule revolved around the mill



schedule, when the men had to be a work or when they were coming out of work. We
change the mass schedule for holy days. Therewasa5:40. That had something to do
with the bus schedule and something to do with the streetcar, when there were
dreetcars. Had something to do with peoplée's working schedule with the mill.

8. Meeting Places, Activities& Families

Socid lifein both Squirrd Hill and Greenfidd, gpart from the sudent/university communities, is
vay much family-based. Most of the informants find both areas to be stable communities. According
to Father Reschick, in Greenfield: "Everybody knows each other. A lot of people who grew up here
never left here. Once they got married they wanted to Stay here.” The same goes for Squirrel Hill,
according to Judith Ross. "Pittsburgh is a very stable community in generd, | don't think that's particular
to the Jewish community. So people are herefor life, or if they move away, they come back."

Bill Smith works with the Greenfield Organization and finds that people identify themsdves with
Greenfidd even after they move away:

There's a cohesve bdief in the community, the fact that people have grown up withthe
same people around them dl thetime. The pride feedsinto that.... We do a monthly
newdetter from the organization, people may move out of sate, they may move to the
West Coadt, but they have rdatives il living here and they ask usto mail the
newspaper out to them. These people write us letters that they're so happy to ill stay
in touch with things back here. Even if you do leave, you il fed part of what's going
on.

Although both communities are primarily resdentid, with resdents earning their liveihoods
outside of the immediate neighborhoods, the business didtricts are active. On Forbes and Murray
avenuesin Squirrel Hill there are numerous shops, specidizing in locks, antiques, books, bicycles, toys,
televison repairs, Judaica, Asan and kosher foods, video rentas, jewelry, clothing of dl sorts, flowers,
hardware, hedth foods, music, coffee, sweets, shoes, etc. The mgor banks are al represented and two
universty medica centers have opened officesin this area, as have anumber of other professonas--
medica, accounting, real estate, and legd.

There are three oriental restaurants in Squirrd Hill and two in Greenfidld. The Silk Pagodain
the new mini-mal by the Greenfield entrance to the Parkway has a pleasant interior more than making
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up for the rather strip-mall exterior. Suzie's, near the corner of Shady and Forbes avenues, features a
popular Greek menu; Sweet Basil's serves an eclectic menu of pastas, meats and sdlads. Moscow
Nights serves Russan food. There are anumber of esteries catering to the Jewish community.
Regtaurateur Ron Deldlo is till cooking and serving up his Itdian and German specidties a the
Squirrel Hill Cafe, but he remembers better times:

It's changed alot. We were abustling town at thetime... The street cars used to run
on Forbes Avenue... They quit running back in the early '60s, but they left the idand out
here. Just by who got on or who got off the bus, ‘Okay, it's 8 o'clock in the morning,’
or'lt's9 o'clock."... Anything heading due east out of the city of Fittourgh hits this
corner. Thisisone of the hottest corners in the whole town of Fittsburgh for 24 hoursa

day.

Brad Perdman, dso a Squirrd Hill businessman, has adightly different spin on the evolution of
the didrict:

The business digtrict has changed alot over the years. It used to be dl independent
businessmen. There used to be, | guess, a dozen butchershops up and down this street,
25-30 years ago. And Forbes Street used to be mainly independent businessmen.
Now, as everywhere, chains have moved in, diminated certain kinds of classes of
businesses, and so the landscape changes. But theré's dtill a very strong independent
business community here.

The Jewish community, discussed in greeter length below, dominates the locd indtitutionsin
Squirrel Hill, even more so now that St. Philomenas Roman Catholic Church was closed. Closing
down that parish has angered many, including M.M. Castner, former president of the Women's Club at

<. Philomena's.

| was the co-chair of the group up & S. Phil's to do this reorganization/revitalization
which every parish had to do. ... There were agroup of us that had worked on this
thing from al over the diocese who met and we were each assigned a number of these
reportsto read. So I'm not totally against closing parishes. | voted to close some of
them. If you have 50 people and you have 1 mass aweek, you can't support a parish!
But thisis the only Catholic church in Squirrd Hill. Itisdmog impaossible for any of us
to get to church unless we drive, now that it's closed.

The 1,500 members of . Philomena's were assigned to either St. Bede's in Point Breeze or St
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Rosdids in Greenfield after the closure. Aswith other reorganization plans throughout the Fittsburgh
Catholic Diocese, the new or regrouped parishes are now assigned geographically. A number of the St.
Philomenas parishioners assgned to S. Rosdias have yet to join. Father Reschick believes that most

will eventualy come around:

In time, [the parishioners] will have to settle somewhere. And they'll settle when they
need something. To be baptized, funera, amarriage. | know that, because that's
beginning to happen now. People need a sponsor form that says that they are
registered in the parish and that they are a practicing Catholic. They need that from a
parish if they're going to be a godfather or a godmother for a baptism or a sponsor for a
confirmation. When they need something, they arefiltering in. There are somewho |
understand have joined the Cathedral. The former mayor's wife, Jeannie Cdiguiri
joined the Cathedral... We had inserted prayersin a particular part of the mass, our
Sunday services, to pray for those people, caling to mind the hurt that they must fed
with their parish going to be closing. They closed in the end of June and the last Sunday
in July we had awecoming. Weincluded different people from there who had joined
hereinthemass. ... It wasthe entire weekend. A chalice that the people had given to
. Philomenas, we had it down here. A chalice was brought down in processon. All
of the sacramentd records, . Bede is housing those, but we borrowed a baptismal, a
marriage and a death record that day. ... After every masswe had juice and cookies
and doughnuts out in front of the church out on the avenue. Then we had tables set up
where people could automaticaly sign up to bein the choir, or alector, or aCCD
teacher, parish council.

The Wightman Community Center isin a century-old school building, once Squirre Hill's
Wightman Elementary School. The building is now owned by Carriage House Child Center which uses
the basement and first floor for its popular daycare program. Offices, the gym and meeting rooms are
rented out to avariety of community groups, such asthe Squirrel Hill Codition. Activities which take
placein the building include exercise classes, birthing classes, chess tournaments and voting in locd
elections.

There is a shoe-repair shop on the southern end of Murray Avenue, in the Greenfield shopping
digtrict centered around the Giant Eagle grocery store. Also in that arealis an optometrist, a
chiropractor, adentist, a branch of PNC bank. Up the street at the corner of Hazelwood Avenueis a
childcare center, another chiropractor's office and aliquor store. The beer distributor which was

located on Murray Avenue across from the Giant Eagle recently closed its doors, apparently in
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response to the discount beer distributor which recently opened up nearby, off Brown's Hill Road
before the bridge to Homestead.

Mosgt commercid activity in Greenfield centers around the large Giant Eagle grocery storein
Upper Greenfidd. The "Eaglée" (dso known as "the Big Bird") is a place where locals leave notices
about items for sale, or services offered. Children sdll candy to finance their schools, and various
charities have people posted at the door, soliciting donations.

Community life in Lower Greenfidd centers around &. Rosdlia's Catholic Church and
dementary school. Father Reschick has revived the church committee structure since he was made
pastor two years ago. The membership activity has grown tremendoudy and he finds histimeisin great

demand as aresult:

With the second Vatican Council in the '60s there was an emphasis on the role of the
laity. Now, because of adeclinein the people becoming priests, that vison of the
second Vatican Council and therole of the laity isnow coming into full force... With
this place blossoming and more activity taking place here, Father can't be everywhere.

Acrossthe dtreet from St. Rosdlids are the offices of the Greenfield Organization. 1t was
incorporated in 1970 and receives most of its financid support from the United Way (a source that was
just cut back in 1994). Bill Smith, Executive Director, has gotten the organization involved in awide
range of community activities

The organization currently provides awide range of programs and servicesto avery
broad age group ... Informal education, recreationa programming for youth, socia
adjustments such as food drives and assstance programs for the elderly, the
handicapped and low-income... Were involved in some community development...
we've been funded to do a Section 202 senior citizen housing fadility in the community
and we are currently going through the governmenta process of getting approvas and
o forth... We are part of the Greenfield Athletic Association and we are currently the
scheduler of Magee Recreation Center gym facility. We're probably moving towards
the point in time where we will dso be doing the fidd."

0. Case study of traditional cultural life: The Run

Traditiond culturd lifein The Run, with its three distinct immigrant groups, is oriented around the
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Joachim's Roman Catholic Church. Father Reschick can tell a parishioner's ethnic background from the

contents of hisor her Easter baskets:

Roman:

The custom that we have within the Catholic church of blessng the Eagter food... when
they're lined up, you can tell people that are not redly brought up with it and the people
who were brought up with it and it's atradition. ... Some people will have aregular
tablecloth in there with angpkin. Some people will have napkin that has some things
embroidered on it. That would show an ethnic, Eastern Europeant-type background...
In the basket you're to have ham, kolbassi, horseradish, wine, bread, butter, eggs. ...
Another indicator of somebody that's redlly steeped in the tradition... somebody who
would have made an egg like that [shows traditiond 'pysanky’ givento him by a
parishioner]... Thereé's a couple of guysin the parish that know how to do that... Oneis
Gary Sipko. He's very much stegped in the Sovak tradition. Helivesin The Run and
his parents, grandparents live down there. Gary'sin hislate 20s, probably. He's
involved with the Pittsourgh Sovak Organization... Thereredly isnt an Itdian basket,
it's ether Eastern European or nothing..."

Eagter isabig holiday with the Byzantine Cathalics, too, as is Christmas, according to Michaeel

"We cdebrated Christmas... according to the Julian calendar, which means 13 days
later. We would decorate our Christmastrees. That Saline Stireet was asight to
behold because almost every home from Schenley Park to the trestle there would be
Chrigmastrees dl lit up. That meant that even the Sovaks, they had theirs early on the
25th, but they kept those trees up, too... Chrisgmas for the Byzantine Catholics... isa 3-
day celebration... The church choir with the cantor would sing Christmas carols, then
they had arepresentation of the birth of Christ using alittle church, going from house to
house wishing Christmas tidings. Sometimes the trustees of the church... would aso go.
They redly celebrated it.

. John Chrysostom Church maintained the socid fabric of the community:

At that time the services were in Church Slavonic, a close resemblance to the Russan
language... Then they would have the blessing of the water on Epiphany. That's when
the priest would vigt his parishioners and bless the homes. They kept the church people
together by having these thestrica entertainments... would bring memories of the Old
Country. One play that | recall was called 'Uike os Amerike,' [Uncle from America.
The uncle comes back to vigt the homdand... 'Seska svad’ba meansthe Village
Wedding [re-enactments of old country wedding] and that provided entertainment. The
church choir would hold concerts. Keep the people together. They would hold these
plays... and concerts a least once ayear. The cantor would have an examination of
what the children had learned during the year. They caled it a church school. There



they learned something about the Catechism with the help of the priest and the cantor
and they dso learned to read...

Many Fittsburghers know of The Run only as the place where Big Jm's Restaurant is located.
This popular estery has along bar with atelevison at either end and an adjoining family dining area.
Their menu is srong with traditiond Itdian- American fare (pizza, wedding soup, pastas) but they aso
cary ddli-style favorites such as reuben and corned beef sandwiches. The restaurant was origindly
cdled Kranik Tavern. It was owned by the Kranik family and specidized in Carpatho-Rusin foods,
catering to the mill workers. It was purchased by an Itaian family and renamed Big Jm's. "Jm" is dead
now and the new owners are two lawyers from outside of the areawho are kegping the same menu and
loyd clientele of the previous owners.

The evolution of Big Jm's from Carpatho-Rusin to Itaian to unknown ethnicity seemsto mirror
the ared's transformation. Many of the residents are ederly, housing stock is deteriorating and property
values are low. The building of the Parkway East in 1951 cut a wide path through the community,
eiminating 300-400 houses and precipitating an exodus from the area. One of the proposed pathways
for the Mon Valey Expressway would connect to the Parkway in or near The Run, further endangering
its future as acommunity. Culturd identity isin precipitous decline; by the turn of the century when the
older generation passes, traditiond life will have become, for the most part, afaint memory.

Timeis changing lifein The Run, according to Michae Roman:

Somehow, as they became more Americanized, some of those things have falen by the

wayside. | haven't seen athedtrical presentation in years... Some moved from The Run

when they started building the Parkway [in 1950-51] when they started taking homes...
That caused peopleto leave...

10.  Case Study of Traditional Cultural Life--Squirre Hill's Jewish Community

On Sunday, December 4, 1994, the Tree of Life Synagogue dedicated anew Torah. Although
members of the congregation had donated severa family-owned Torahs to the temple over the years,
the new Torah isthe first one commissioned by Tree of Life congregation in its 130-year history. The
Torah was carried under a""chupa,” or canopy, up Solway Street and along Shady Avenueto the
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synagogue where the dedication ceremony took place. Torah dedications are rare events because
commissioning oneis an expensive undertaking. Tree of Life Synagogue successfully raised the
necessary funds from their 750-member congregation and will gpply any |eftover moniesto the building
of their new education building.

The June 9, 1993, issue of The Squirrd Hill Gazette reported a million dollar bequest from the

edtate of Adde and Maurice Weiner to the Pittsburgh Council of NA'AMAT USA to be administered
by the United Jewish Federation of Pittsburgh. The first project to be funded from this bequest isa
"gate-of-the-art day care center” in Jerusdem a Pisgat Zeev. The Pittsburgh Council has sponsored
five other Fittsburgh indalationsin Israd: Ness Ziona Day Care Center, Ann Sigesmund Community
Center in Raanana, Nazareth [llit Day Care Center, Alex and Leona Robinson Community Center in
Pardess Chana, and the Gloria Elbling Women's Center in Herzlia.

The September 2, 1993, issue of The Jewish Chronicle reports the founding of two new

organizations. the Jewish Associaion of Aging (JAA) and "Renaissance” The JAA, headed up by Jod
Smadley, was established to develop a comprehensive system of services for older persons. This group
acquired the former . Philomenas Catholic Parish with the intent of building a senior high-rise on the
ste® "Renadissance” isajoint fundraising effort of severa Jewish organizations, coordinated by the
United Jewish Federation, to increase the breadth and quality of services available to the Jewish
community. The project includes the expansion of the Jewish Community Organization (JCO), the JAA
senior services and expangion of Jewish education.

At the end of June, 1993, the Jewish Residential Services, Inc. (JRS) opened the Leonard
Staisey House in Squirrd Hill. The apartment building has four separate, two-bedroom apartments
which house eight residents who have a higtory of perastent menta illness. The misson of JRSisto
provide housing and support services for people who need assistance in their everyday lives because of
psychiatric, developmenta or physicd disabilities, and to provide alink to the Jewish community

8Neighborhood protest against this plan forced the JAA to seek an alternate location.
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through the celebration of Shabbat and holidays. JRS Executive Director Deborah Friedman Dizard

was pleased that Squirrel Hill was chosen asthe site for their first resdentid project:

Squirrdl Hill is so dynamic -- not just with the Jewish community, but it dso hasa
library, banks, buses. | think it'simportant that many of the people we serve grew up in
this community. They've been involved but have been disassociated from it as aresult
of their illness. Our residents, across the board, are excited about reconnecting partly
with their Jewish culture and partly with the physical area, where they're familiar with

things?

The dedication of the Torah at Tree of Life Synagogue, the Isradli day-care project of the
Pittsburgh Council of NA'AMAT USA, the establishment of the "Renaissance’ project and the Jewish
Association of Aging, and opening of the Leonard Staisey House are dl examples of the high leve of
activity within Squirrd Hill's Jewish community. They are ds0 examples of the diverse activities and
organizationsthat exist. The Jewish community cannot be described as a single, god-directed,
homogeneous group, nor smply as ether an ethnic or ardigious community. There are many
Synagogues, competing congregations, awide variety of Jewish socid services, severd religious schools,
avaiety of Jewish stores and restaurants and the Jewish Community Center, dl of which combine to
make up the community. The community, with its heart firmly placed in Squirrd Hill, is unified
geographicaly, not if philosophicaly.

Four different viewpoints are found in Pittsburgh's Jewish community: Orthodox, Conservative,
Reform and Recongtructionist. Squirrel Hill's Pode Zedeck, Shaare Torah, the Lubavitcher Center and
Greenfield's B'na Emunoh Temple are the principle centers for worship for Orthodox Jews in this area.

The Conservative community centers around Beth Shalom and Tree of Life synagogues. Rodef
Shaom represents the historic center for the Reform movement, aong with its offshoot, Temple Sinal.
The Recongructionist is the smalest and the newest group to emerge as an organized religious group

within Judaism and is represented in Squirrel Hill by smal congregations, such as Dor Hadash, which do

°quote from Iris M. Samson's article, "JRS provides caring, helpful household," The Jewish Chronicle of
Pittsburgh, Thursday, August 19, 1993, Elul 2, 5753, page 13
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not own their own buildings and rent space for their meetings.

Doris Dyen'® suggests that there are two main issues facing Pittsburgh's Jews today; interaction
between different viewpoints or branches of organized Judaism and the large number of unaffiliated
Jewsin the community. On Sunday, January 8, 1995, the first meeting of The Synagogue Council of
Pittsburgh was held a Temple Sinai.™* At this meeting, representatives of the various viewpoints
discussed how to bridge the communication gaps between the various reigious organizations and how
to reach out to the unaffiliated within the wider Jewish community.

In spite of the divisons, there is afeding, being Jewish in Squirrd Hill, thet you are apart of a
"family." Within the family, everybody fights, yet the various groups unite againg outside criticism. As
Dee Davis putsit, "The humor is what [gets you] through difficult times... they're not as gppreciaiveif it
comes from without, ... but it's okay in the family.”

Dr. Gerry Pdkowitz tellsthisjoke, "If therés two Jews, there's dway's three synagogues, the
ones that they both go to and the one that nobody goesto. A lot of paliticsto the synagogue.” She
acknowledges that within the "family” there are antagonisms.

Each group feds that they have the right way. Sometimesiit just comes out that one
group islooking down their nose a another group because of the way they practice the
religion. Nether isright, but everybody thinks they are right... Sometimes people like to
play therole, 'I'm more religious than you are€ and sometimes people like to play down.
They say that being religious and being traditiond is very narrow minded, so thet'sa
negative. Sometimes when there should be unity in the community, thereisnt. It'ssuch
asmdl group and there's so many opinions on how things need to be done... It's 'you
better have my opinion." Unfortunately, thereisalot of that.

Dee Davis ds0 talked about internd conflict within the Jewish community, but links this conflict

to a sense of community responghility:

Djrector of the ethnographic survey project of the Steel Industry Heritage Corporation and President
of Congregation Dor Hadash in Squirrel Hill. Notes from my conversation with her are included in the
interviews file accompanying this study.

"Doris Dyen attended this meeting and provided me with the information | have on it.
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The German Jewish people had more culture... [they were] much more educated, ...
than the Jewish people who came out of Poland... | think they were here earlier and
were alittle embarrassed by the lack of culture from people coming out of Europe who
didn't have the background they had... Jewish or not Jewish, we naturdly pick people
who are culturally morein tune with us. The Jewish people fet very insecure in this
country. ... AsJews, we took responsibility for every unpleasant act performed by a
Jewish person... When Jewish people do well, ‘ah, look," and if someone did something
horrendous...

Judith Ross moved to Pittsburgh from a city with amuch smaler Jewish community. Sheis

enthusiagtic about the diversity here:

| made the assumption myself that if someone went to an orthodox synagogue they
didn't walk around in t-shirt and shorts, and then | would meet people on a shabbat and
I'd see them and there they would be. That was just naiveté on my part, having, for the
fird time, been apart of alarger orthodox community. And it redly isdl over the place,
from modern orthodox, where individuals may or may not go to the synagogue
regularly, may or may not egt out in anon-kosher restaurant to the Lubavitch group
which is ultra-orthodox at the other end of the spectrum. But even within that group
therésalot of variation.

One of the chalengesin doing ethnographic research isto get a sense of the internd dynamics of
acommunity. Judith Ross suggests that some things are off-limits for outsders, Y ou redly don't see
that unlessit's more or less from the insde and you get to know people on an individud leve." She

elaborates, by explaining the difficulty of living atraditiona Orthodox lifestyle in modern-day America:

It redlly isavery, dmost closed community. Because the traditiond Jewish lifestyleis
s0 dl encompassing, on adaily bass. From what you put in your mouth to what prayer
you say before you go to the bathroom or when you get up in the morning and when
you go to bed. Intermsof your daily time schedule, thereés not alot of room to
participate in the secular world that much.

The Jews that have ‘one foot in each world' --secular and religious... These individuas
are highly unusud. But there are others who are doctors, lawyers, what have you, but
who lead afully observant lifestyle. But... most of the time those people end up being in
business for themselves because it's extremely difficult to work that out in the secular
world. It doesnot lend itsdlf to full participation. Particularly for the children, they fed
very srongly that they want them to marry within the religion, ... they close off some of
the influences from the outsde world, be it televison or even reading materids. Itis
redly an dl-encompassing lifestyle.
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The lifestyle of the drict Orthodox is one that keeps drictly to the Jewish laws as defined in the
Torah thousands of years ago. A name given to thislifestyle is " Shomer Shabboz"--"Keep the
Sabbath"- - but those who follow it don't just observe the Sabbath. They maintain areligious lifestyle at
al times. The Jewish laws define dl agpects of life, including clothing styles, food preparation, daily and
weekly worship practices, community activities, persond hygiene, and school studies.

For Orthodox Jews, Squirrel Hill and Greenfidld are set aside, symboalicdly, asasafe
community to livein by virtue of the "eruv"" which surroundsthe area. The"eruv* isa symbolic wall
around a designated area where it is safe to live and worship. As Gerry Pakowitz putsit, "The purpose
of an eruv isto make a... private domain into a public domain. So that people can carry on the
Sabbath according to the laws of the Torah." In Pittsburgh, the eruv arealis designated by an unbroken
wire which surrounds the area, hung from telephone poles and indistinguishable to the untrained eye
from power and phone lines. The Orthodox community designates a rabbi who checks the eruv for
breaks every Friday before sunset. The eruv committee maintains a telephone hotline for Orthodox
Jewsto cal in and check before setting out on their way to Sabbath dinner and worship.

For the Orthodox, it is very desirable to live within an area designated by the "eruv.” Brad
Pereman explained:

Therésalaw that saysthat if you surround a city by awal, and thewall is defined ina
certain way, then you are permitted to carry certain things on the Sabbath...Like a
prayer book. ... That'samajor proscription, you're not alowed to carry anything on
the Sabbath [or be trangported by vehicle] or cook, or turn on alight, or do awhole
host of things... So this permits people, for example, to carry achild on Sabbath.  Push
adroller, carry abook. ... | don't go out of my way to useit, but if | haveto, if were
taking kids to the Schule, I'll use the straller. ... 1t has most to do with how you handle
children. If you're within the eruv it permits you alittle greater freedom as to what you
can do with your children and thisis redly the main benefit of it.

Maintenance of the "eruv" is the responghbility of the "eruv" committee. The committee is made
up of representatives from the Orthodox congregationsin the area. Their central task isto raise funds to
pay for the weekly task of checking and maintaining the eruv. Gerry Palkowitz is the representative
from Pode Zedeck Synagogue and President of the "eruv" committee:



It's acommunity project so any of the orthodox synagogues are involved with it. So
that would be Pode Zedeck, Shaare Torah, Young Israel, the Russan Schuul. ... Itis
wires that are connected to the telephone poles. That's what we use. They haveto be
connected, o every week the whole circumference of the eruv has to be checked to
make sure that everything isin order. Our eruv in Pittsburgh is a pretty large one... It
goes dl the way to Schenley Park... The Jewish home for the Aged isincluded,.. It goes
to Wilkins Avenue... The purpose of the committeeis... to ask for donations every year
becauseit's very expensive, the upkeep. People don't redize. We have to constantly
trim the trees around the eruv. Every week when it's ingpected, the person who's
ingpecting it has an eectrician on cal, in case there's something wrong, he calsthe
dectrician. In eight years we have never had a Shabbat, a Saturday, that it isn't
operative. We have agood record with it. ... It'snot eectrified, it's just wires... [The
eectrician] is the one who climbs up the telephone poles to do the repairs. ... We hire,
more or less, the people in the kalld... The kalld isagroup of men, married men, it's
kind of like a post-graduate study of Torah and Jewish studies. ... They have to have 10
men and their lives are devoted to sudy and we hire them to be our inspectors. | think
you had Rabbi Y eager's name... He's the executive in charge of defining who checks the
eruv for us. We pay them and once every few years we have to cdl in the eruv expert
in the country, from Lakewood New Jersey. He comesin and makes sure that
everything is according to the law....

Eventhe"eruv" is controversa within the Fittsburgh Jewish community. Gerry Pakowitz
explained:

Wetry to keep alow key because when we initiated it 8 years ago, we were real
excited about it and we put publicity in the [Jewish] Chronicle and there was somein
the Press at that time. We got such flack. People were so upset about it. Eveninthe
Jewish community. Because they saw it, people who don't understand what it is, said
that it was return to the ghetto. It'swhat wasin Europe. It has nothing to do with that.
Then the power companies contacted us and they sad if there's any more negative
publicity, they weren't going to let us use thair poles...

Education is of great concern within the Jewish community, as elsawhere. Most Consarvative,
Reform and Recongtructionist synagogues have afternoon and weekend rdligious education for their
children. There are dso severd full-day schools. Brad Perelman describes the full-day inditutionsin
Squirrd Hill:

The children are going through a very defined educationd structure, Hebrew Day
School. That has two tracks, has an English track for secular studies and a Hebrew
track for Jawish studies... It'saprivate school... There are three day schools, thereis



the Yeshiva a Hobart and Wightman. Therés the Hilledl Academy and there's
Community Day School [CDS]... Yeshivaand Hilld go through high school and CDS
goes through the 8th grade. The Y eshivaand Hilld service more the Orthodox
community and CDS services more the Conservative and Reform communities... In the
Hebrew track there's bible studies, Torah, fluency in Hebrew reading and writing and
comprehenson. Tamudic studies are avery important part of this. Prophets, Jewish
history, Jewish law, Jewish customs and just a genera socidization process of
trangmitting a tradition from an older generation to a younger generation. Thisiswhat
thejobis.

Most non-Jews are not aware of the wide-ranging proscriptions of the Jewish laws, but many
have heard of "kosher" food and "keeping kosher." The gtrict rules governing preparation of food are
cdled the laws of "kashrut." Brad Perelman explained:

Any timethat there isfood involved, in terms of ingredients, aswell as cooking
procedures, the laws of kashrut come into play. What you can mix together, how it can
be cooked, what are the ingredients, so things are under supervision. What certifiesa
food kosher isthat they're under supervison... Every kind of food hasits own
particular parameters.

Since food is often shared between people and groups of people in socid Stuations, the issue of
what is kasher isimportant in socid Stuationsin Squirrel Hill. There are different definitions of kasher
within the Jewish community, as Brad Perelman explained:

There are dl kinds of parameters that define kosher, whether mest, or chicken or
cheese, there's awhole body of law that defines what makes afood kosher... In the
Orthodox community they're adjusted to certain parameters of technology and changing
gtuations. ... Consarvative have made it less stringent, and the Reform don't redly hold
by it. ... It'spart of being an observant Jew -- to follow the Jewish digtary lavs. We
don't mix milk and meat. We daughter our animals according to a particular fashion
that's extremely humane. And we have certain ingpection of the animas to determine
whether they have any disease...

Ruth Fauman: Fichman'? moved to anew street in 1993 and, wanting to get to know her
neighbors better, tried to organize ablock party in the summer of 1994. What she found was that,

?Ruth Fauman-Fichman is a friend of mine who attends the Conservative Beth Shalom Synagogue and
recently moved to Solway Street in the "North of Forbes' section of Squirrel Hill. This story was
recounted to me in the fall of 1994 and was not recorded.
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athough most of her neighbors, including hersdf, were Jewish, they were from different congregations
and had very different ideas of what would be considered kosher food. Some were " Shomer
Shabbos," others shopped at the secular stores and followed a modified kosher diet, while others had
their own persond diets and habits. Overwhelmed by the prospect of having to organize " Shomer
Shabbos," modified kosher and dl other foods on separate tables, Ruth abandoned the idea of the
block party.

Sometimes family members celebrate their heritage differently and this can be agtrain for those
involved. One informant™ is prohibited from serving food to her own grandchildren in her home. Her
stepdaughter married an Orthodox man and they have become more involved with the Lubavitcher
Center over recent years. "l can't sand it,” my informant told me, "It wasn't so bad until she started
covering her hair and wearing those thick cotton stockings. It'sjust awful.”

There are a number of " Shomer Shabbos' kosher food stores and businesses, according to
Brad Perdman:

We have two herein the city, KosherMart and Prime Kosher... they are kosher
supermarkets, basicaly, smal markets, they have full service kosher food, they have
kosher mest, kosher chicken, delicatessen and food products that usualy are not found
in the regular supermarkets...

The Jewish community is one steeped in tradition. Traditional foods, songs, baths, books,
prayers and much more. There are also long-standing controversies, such aswhat is kosher, and who is
observing the Jewish lifestyle properly. Overdl, the Jawish community in Squirrd Hill isthriving. The
traditions are being maintained, along with the controverses. The JCC has a branch in the South Hills
now, reflecting the move of Jews out of the city to the suburbs. The Jewish community of Fox Chapdl is
aso growing. These satdlite communities are made up of Reform and Conservative congregations.

The Orthodox are concentrating more and more into the Squirrel Hill area, partly because of the "eruv,”

3This story was told to me by a prominent member of the Conservative community who asked that |
keep her identity confidential.
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but aso due to the concentration of schools and synagoguesin the area. Gerry Pakowitz seesthis
trend continuing:

If it kegps going in the direction that its going, Squirrel Hill is going to become avery
Orthodox community. And the Conservative and Reformed Jews are not going to be
too vishle... | imagineit would [affect the JCO] because they don't have alot of

Orthodox participation. There is some, but that's not where they get their main thrust
from... | think [the JCC] isbadcally Consarvative and Reformed, with alittle Orthodox

participation...

The Jewish Community Center has 14,000 members and is building an addition to its complex
between Forbes Avenue and Darlington Street. The new building will house the Jewish Educationa
Ingtitute and the Jewish Family and Children Services as well as other services. Dee Davis describes
the purpose of the Jewish Community Center:

The JCC, obvioudy, is agathering place... When you have a community... of 45,000
Jewish people, to have 14,000, that's alarge percentage. To say nothing of the norn+
members who gather here for holiday events, plays, book fair, events that are
sponsored.

Socid support services, such as the Jewish Family and Children Services and the Anathan

House Senior Center, often developed firdt in the Jewish community in Pittsburgh and served as moddls
for pardle services developed by Allegheny County to provide for the secular community in the region.

Dee Davis supports investment in Jewish inditutions in Squirre Hill. She thinks thet the
investment hel ps keep people here. To Dee Davis, the worst thing that could happen to the community
would be for it to abandon the centrdized core it hasin Squirrd Hill:

[My grestest fear i that the Jawish community would move out and there would be no
Jewish community as such. | think that alot of the culture would be diluted because
gnceit is, there are Jewish inditutions here and it's much eesier to be Jewish here.
Much more comfortable. If you move out into the suburbs, you lose that. And the
intermarriage would be gregter. Obvioudy, it's much harder to marry within your
religion if you're not meeting people who are the same religion.
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The concern about intermarriage cuts across al the divisons within the Jewish community and is
one of the priorities addressed by the Synagogue Council of Pittsburgh. The concern is greatest among
the Orthodox who see it, according to Doris Dyen, as "diluting Jewish identity.” Reform and
Recondructionist Jews are more likely to accept intermarriage and mixed couples, but are il
concerned about the effect that intermarriage has on synagogue effiliation The Synagogue Council of
Pittsburgh is looking at the various barriersto full participation and affiliation within Pittsourgh's religious
community, including congregation dues* and synagogue rules of affiliation which sometimes bar families
with non-Jewish members.

11. Recommendationsfor interpretive public programming and follow-up studies

Thereisaquaint feding in Lower Greenfield, with its beautiful Byzantine Catholic Church, the
popular Big Jm's Restaurant, and wooden houses lining the streets and flowing up the hillsides. Perhaps
The Run could be developed as an historic mill town site for tourigts to visit, have lunch, go to St. John
Chrysostom Church and see one of the Carpatho-Rusin plays that Michael Roman talks about. At the
least, these plays should be collected to ensure that they not be lost.

The long stairways going to Oakland and Upper Greenfield should be preserved and maintained.
The areaisided for urban living with arura feeling. It isnestled in the valey south of Schenley Park and
only afew miles from the business districts both Oakland and Squirrel Hill.

The higtory of St. Rosdlia's Church needs to be better documented. Oral histories should be
done to get more detail of the stories of the Irish, the Germans, and the Itdians. A Greenfidd Historicdl
Society or committee could be set up to collect photographs and memorabilia which could be archived
at the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania, The Carnegie Library's Pennsylvania Room, or & the
Archives of Indugtria Society at the University of Pittsburgh. The area, while stable, is becoming

culturally homogeneous, not unlike every town in America. Celéebration of ethnic traditions could

1Synagogue dues vary greatly from congregation to congregation, from a few hundred to over a
thousand dollars per year, and there is usudly a diding scale with lower dues for those less able to pay.
This information was given to me by Doris Dyen.
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strengthen community identity and pride.

Squirrd Hill is dready wel-documented by its Jewish community. The growth and persistence
of an urban Jewish community israre among American cities. This phenomenon isworth exploring in
greater depth and in amore public forum, perhaps as ateevison or film documentary.

The growth of traditiona Jewish Orthodox congregeations and especidly of the Lubavitcher and
other Hasidic groups is unusud for urban Jewish- American communities, and raises interesting questions
about neighborhood gahility, safety and cultura identity. s the Orthodox tradition of waking on Friday
evenings, Saturdays and on the Holy Days in any way responsible for the reative safety of the
community streets? How does Jewish lifein Squirrd Hill compare to Jewish life in the suburbs of
Fittsburgh? Do nonJewish Pittsburghers have a more positive or more negative perception of Jewish
culture than do nortJewish residents of Harrisburg, Johnstown, Cleveland or Toledo? Are the rates of
intermarriage and assmilation of Jews into nortJewish culture lower in Squirre Hill than in other Jewish
communities of comparable sze? Can the Jewish community in Squirrel Hill serve asamode for
improving urban living in other communities, both Jewish and non-Jewish?

The non-Jewish community in Squirrd Hill could be the topic of study and possible public
programming. The Asan community, athough dispersed throughout various Pittsburgh neighborhoods
and suburban communities, is one that would benefit from amore in-depth study. Food markets and
restaurants in Squirrel Hill could provide the sart-off points for such an inquiry.

The settlement of new immigrants from Russia and the former Soviet Republics has
concentrated in Squirre Hill and Greenfield and would aso be an interesting group to document. Oral
histories should be collected soon; focused, videotaped interviews could follow. Oneinteresting line of
inquiry might be an evauation of the re- settlement support within the Jewish community with comparison

of the present immigration to past waves of Jewish immigrants

12. Short biographies of informants
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Mary Madelyn "M .M." Castner: (ES93-SD8-C & ES93-SD9-C) Lifdong resdent of South
Squirrd Hill, member of the former St. Philomenas Roman Catholic Parish, member of the Irish Club
and volunteer docent at Clayton.

Dolores" Dee" Davis: (ES93-SD5-C) Director of Senior Adult Services at the Jewish Community
Center in Squirrd Hill. Of Lithuanian Jewish heritage, origindly lived in The Hill Digtrict. Member of
Hadassah, B'nai B'rith & Pioneer Women

Genny Davud-Zade: (ES93-SD7-C) A "new American” from Baku, Azerbajan, in the former
Soviet Union. Jewish heritage, now attending Congregation Dor Hadash. Owns "Bear," asmdl
grocery store on Murray Avenue specidizing in Eastern European foods. Her daughter runsthe
"Moscow Nights' restaurant on Murray Avenue.

Ronald "Ron" Del allo: (ES93-SD14-C) An Itdian-German bar-owner who commutes into
Squirrd Hill to cook for and manage his popular Squirrel Hill Cafe, otherwise known as the " Squirrel
Cage" Ron hasavesed interest in the success of the business digtrict and has seen changes over the
20 years he has worked in the neighborhood.

JamesHahn, Sr.: (ES93-SD13-C) Retired sdesman, German ethnic background, has lived North of
Forbes in Squirrel Hill since childhood. Waged a successtul fight to have trash collection at the
Rehatilitation Ingtitute moved from across the street from his house.

Hui Yuet Ming Eva: (ES93-SD1-C) New American from Hong Kong, ethnic Chinese, married to an
American. Squirrel Hill resdent, teacher at a private schoal.

Maureen McBirney: (ES93-SD6-C) North Hillsresdent, active in the Irish Club of Fittsburgh. Both
parents natives of Ireland. Member of the Gaelic Arts Society and the Celtic Dance Academy.

Satwant Kaur Mehta: (ES93-SD12-C) Punjabi-American resdent of South Squirrel Hill, activein
the Pittsourgh Sikh and Indian communities.

Dr. Geraldine" Gerry" Palkovitz: (ES93-SD10-C & ES93-SD11-C) Lifelong resdent of South
Squirrd Hill, member of Pode Zedeck Synagogue, and president of the Eruv Committee of Pittsburgh.

Ruth Paransky: (ES93-SD3-C) Native of East Fittsburgh, move to South Squirrel Hill as ateent
ager to be closer to the Jawish community. Russian heritage, now livesin Fox Chapel.

Brad Perdman: (ES93-SD2-C) Lifdong Squirrel Hill resident, raised Conservetive, now Orthodox,
active with the Lubavitch Center in Squirrel Hill, owner of Pinsker's Judaica Center on Murray Avenue.

Father Joseph " Joe" Reschick: (ES93-SD16-C) Parish priest a St. Rosdias Catholic Churchin
Greenfidd, aunified parish which includes former parishioners from St. Joachim's Catholic Churchiin
"the Run" and from S. Philomenas Catholic Church in Squirre Hill.

Michad Roman: (ES93-SD17-C & ES93-SD18-C) Member of the congregation at St. John
Chrysostom Byzantine Rite Church on Saline Street in "the Run” in Greenfield and former resident of
"the Run,” Michadl was the editor of the Greek Catholic Union for 40 years.
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Judith Ross: (ES93-SD15-C) Archivig at the Jawish Archives at the Higtorical Society of Western
Pennsylvania and Squirrd Hill resdent, Judith has an gppreciation of the historical resources available to
researchers on the Pittsburgh Jewish community.

Bill Smith: (ES93-SD4-C & ES93-SD5-C) Resdent of Greenfield, executive director of the
Greenfield Organization. German Irish heritage, sudied at St. Rosdias Grade School and Centra
Catholic High Schooal.



