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| nt roducti on

Pr evi ous Research

Very little has been witten or investigated about the
myriad Asian imm grant groups of Pittsburgh and All egheny
County. Most writings about them have appeared as short
articles in newspapers and nmagazi nes at the level of the
i ndi vi dual rather than the group.

Of the Asians in Pittsburgh the Chinese and a small group
of Syrians have had the | ongest historical ties to the area
fromthe turn of the twentieth century and slightly earlier.

Al nost all others of any substantial nunmber arrived in the
| ast few decades, and other than the Vietnamese and Hnmong
groups, nostly for professional purposes.

It is still surprising that the Asians by and | arge
remai n unstudied entities within the area, particularly as
t hey provide such a rich source of research material for
students in the institutions of higher |earning. The nost
ext ensive research on an Asian community was carried out anong
t he Chinese of Pittsburgh by Chien-shiung Wi as a dissertation
study for the Department of History at the University of
Pittsburgh in 1983 (see bibliography).

General works on Asian inmmgrants in the United States,
on the other hand, are fairly abundant, particularly dealing
with Chinese and | ndian, and Japanese i mm grants. Mbst of

t hese sources deal with the experience of communities in



California in the case of the Chinese and Japanese, and wth
| arger cities such as the New York area for the Indians. The
Organi zation of Chinese Anericans (OCA), with its base in
Washi ngton D.C. and chapters all over the country (including
Pittsburgh) has published its own history of immgration to
the U.S., offering interesting background to the causes of

em gration from China.

The Project

The cover term "Asian comunities" is an
oversinplification and in sonme senses a m snoner because
popul ar perceptions of what (or who) constitutes Asia are
variable. Being an Asian nyself, | see the termas reflecting
the vast diversity of the continent of Asia, and its peopl es.

This being so, it becomes an enornous task to "penetrate” al
cultural and ethnic enclaves fromthe continent. One then has
to separate the larger and nore easily visible communities
fromsmaller ones. The various universities in Pittsburgh -
University of Pittsburgh, Carnegie Mellon University, and
Duquesne University - have students from nost countries in
Asi a. Because students cannot be called immgrants in a true
sense, many of the Asian nations represented by them have been
| argely unaddressed in this initial survey. It nust be
recogni zed, however, that higher education in the United

States today is one channel through which many Asians wil |



eventual |y become naturalized residents of this country.
| ndeed, the imm gration history from some countries has been
precisely this.

Of the Asian groups in Pittsburgh and All egheny County, |
identified the Chinese, |ndian, Japanese, Korean, Arab
(Syri an/ Lebanese), and Vi etnanese as the nore visible and
prom nent ones. O these, | was not able to contact the
Vi et namese in any formal sense. O her than the Chinese and
Arabs, the target groups have had little or no direct contact
with Pittsburgh's steel history, and are largely recent
i mm grants.

Contacting these groups was not an easy task. Certain
communities tend to be nmore "cl osed"” than others - especially
t hose who have not yet established thenselves within the
| arger community and where | anguage barriers are nore of a
problem There is also the issue of legality of status which
makes some nore wary of a formal interview context replete
with official-looking forms and | anguage. In two cases, a
Vi et namese (see section on Vietnanese) and an Indian, | was
not allowed to record the brief interviews |I had with them

Most of the informants were puzzled that this
et hnographi ¢ survey was being conducted under the auspices of
steel heritage; in initial phone calls before any personal
contact, the typical reaction was that "We did not have any

relationship with steel,” or, "I probably will not be able to



hel p you." Another frequent response was that there was no
suitable tinme for an interview. The successful interviews
were ones in which | was able to neet with the informant
first, or if they were highly visible, professional nenmbers of
the community.

In traditional anthropological fieldwork, one |earns that
it takes a long period of tine to establish trust and rapport
with informants. This nmethodol ogical truth seens to be
hei ghtened for imm grants who have not yet assim | ated
confortably into mainstream Anerica. The reason that this
tends to be nore so with Asian immgrants i s because the
entire spectrumof their cultures are so strikingly different
from European i mm grants - | anguage, religion, foods,
clothing, and of course, physical traits.

| quickly abandoned identifying ny work under the SIHC
auspices until they at | east agreed to an interview. They
seened to be nore accepting of ny status as a graduate student
just conducting fieldwork in Pittsburgh. The information I
have gl eaned fromthe interviews is interesting in that it
sonetimes reveals rather deep internal problenms within the
various groups; otherw se, they are general rather than
detailed in nature. Each immgrant group is a full study in
its own right, and sometinmes there are numerous sub-groups
whi ch operate as separate entities.

| now proceed with a general denography of Asians in



Pittsburgh and All egheny County, followed by brief
descriptions and cases of the individual Asian countries

identified above fromthe interviews.



Asi an Denpgraphics in Pittsburgh and All egheny County
The follow ng table (Table 1) shows the concentrations of
sel ected Asian groups in Allegheny county and the city of

Honest ead/
Honest ead/

Honmest ead/

Honest ead/

Honmest ead/

Honmest ead/

Pittsburgh.
Chi nese | ndi an Japanese Kor ean Vi et nanese Filipino
Bet hel PKk. Bet hel PKk. Bet hel PKk. Bet hel PKk. Bet hel PKk.
Bet hel PKk.
51 110 0 43 0 0
Dor nont Dor nont Dor nont Dor nont Dor nont Dor nont
0 0 0 0 52 0
Fox Chapel Fox Chapel Fox Chapel Fox Chapel Fox Chapel Fox
Chapel
0 86 13 65 0 0
Franklin Pk Franklin Pk Franklin Pk Franklin Pk Franklin Pk
Fr ankl i nPk
52 103 24 0 0 0
G eentree G eentree G eentree Greentree Greentree
G eentree
45 0 0 0 0 0
Hanpt on Hanpt on Hanpt on Hanpt on Hanpt on Hanpt on
45 50 0 0 0 0

Munhal | Munhal | Munhal | Munhal | Munhal

Munhal

0 0 0 0 49 0
McCandl ess McCandl ess McCandl ess McCandl ess M Candl ess
McCandl ess

119 195 28 60 0 54
Monroevil |l e Monroevill e Monroevill e Monroeville Monroeville
Monroevil |l e

223 417 33 88 0 47
Mbon Mbon Mbon Moon Moon Mbon

0 64 0 41 0 44
M Lebanon M Lebanon M Lebanon M Lebanon M Lebanon M
Lebanon

184 153 48 51 72 33
O Hara O Hara O Hara O Hara O Hara O Hara

79 83 0 0 0 0
Penn Hills Penn Hills Penn Hills Penn Hills Penn Hills Penn
Hlls

0 63 0 0 0 0
Pi ttsburgh Pittsburgh Pi ttsburgh Pittsburgh Pittsburgh
Pi ttsburgh

1, 834 1, 365 604 822 318 251
Pl um Pl um Pl um Pl um Pl um Pl um

0 88 0 33 0 0
Robi nson Robi nson Robi nson Robi nson Robi nson Robi nson

0 50 0 0 0 0



Ross Ross Ross Ross Ross Ross
109 97 0 0 0 41
Scot t Scot t Scot t Scot t Scot t Scot t
44 119 27 0 0 0
Shal er Shal er Shal er Shal er Shal er Shal er
0 93 0 0 0 0
S Fayette S Fayette S Fayette S Fayette S Fayette S
Fayette
0 69 0 0 0 0

Up St Clair Up St Clair Up St Clair Up St Clair Up St Clair Up St
Cl?bg 230 51 91 21 49

This data is fromthe 1990 census. Asians are scattered all
over All egheny County; | have indicated only those areas that
seem to have the heavier concentrations of these various
groups. The general rule was to include those places that had
over 40 individuals of each comunity. In the cases of the
Japanese, Vietnanmese, and Filipino, | have in sone cases
i ncluded places with a | esser nunmber, in light of their
smal | er representation generally. The 0Os nean that there are
no significant nunbers of these conmmunities in the particular
area; it is not an absolute zero.

The two | argest communities by far are the Chinese and
| ndi ans. They are also the ones that have heavier
concentrations spread over a nuch wider area. O note is the
fact also that in many of the places all the Asians tend to be
wel | represented, such as Monroeville, MCandl ess, Upper St.
Clair, etc. Wth the exception of the Vietnanese (who have
immgrated to the United States for unique reasons), it can be
said that the settlenment configuration of Asians indicates in

general their mddle to higher economc status. |In sone
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cases, such as the Monroeville-Penn Hills areas, they live in
the richer suburbs closer to their workplace (Westinghouse,
etc.).

Only two communities with whose nmenbers | spoke indicated
that there was a specific area in Pittsburgh with which their
conmmunities were associated in the past. These are the
Chi nese and the Lebanese, whose respective nei ghborhoods fell
prey to Pittsburgh's urban devel opnent. |In the fornmer case,
there was an area around the 500 bl ock of Second Avenue
designated as Pittsburgh's "Chinatown"; in the latter, the
area where the Civic Arena now stands used to house many of
t he Lebanese/ Syri ans, although it was not an exclusive Arab
gquarter by any nmeans. As nentioned earlier, these comunities
are currently scattered over a | arge area.

The I ndi ans, Koreans, and Japanese belong largely to a
hi ghly professional class, and are primarily attached to the

uni versities, hospitals, and skilled industries in the area.

The Chinese in Pittshbhurgh

The first Chinese were introduced into the area in 1872
as strikebreakers to work at the cutlery manufacturing conpany
in Beaver Falls. The early |aborers brought here came from
ot her parts of the country where they were mainly involved in
the construction of railroads in California and New Ol eans.

They were brought to Beaver Falls largely due to the
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recomendati on of a China-returned m ssionary, a Rev. J.F.
Dyer of the Methodist church (Wi, 1983).

The reaction of striking workers was strong antagoni sm
until an agreenent was reached that they were there only for
the duration of their contract. This nediation between the
citizens of Beaver Falls and the factory managenent was done
| argely through the Harnony Society. In return for the
tol erance of the citizens towards the Chinese on a tenporary
basis, the conpany woul d donate a share of its profits for
community wel fare projects. After the fulfillnment of the
contract in 1877, all Chinese |eft Beaver county (Wi, 1983).

The first Chinese in Pittsburgh were recorded in 1874,
when two | aundries were opened in the old "Chinatown" on
Second Avenue. It is thought that the initial Chinese
settlers were seeking other places to live and work. They
drifted eastward fromthe Pacific Coast states where they were
under goi ng severe discrimnation and persecution as they
attempted to build |ives upon occupations that often directly
conpeted with the white najorities. By this tinme, the
rai l ways and ot her devel opment works in the west had been
conpl eted, and Chi nese | aborers were frequently being used as
stri kebreakers in the industrial northeast (including Beaver
Falls, PA). The earlier situation of |abor shortage had been
transfornmed into one of |abor surplus. The consequence of

this conpetition was the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 which
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barred Chinese imm gration and naturalization (Mark & Chi h,
1982), and which was eased only in the post-Wrld War 11
years.

The typical occupational niches to which the shunned
Chi nese turned were all non-conpetitive with the whites:
| aundries, shops(catering initially to the Chinese), and
restaurants. Such businesses also had the advantage of self-
enpl oyment or enpl oynent under anot her Chi nese. Because these
occupati ons were non-interactive with white Americans, fluency
of English was not required for the business to operate
properly. The early Chinese in Pittsburgh exenplified this
pattern. Wi observes that these Chi nese-run occupati ons were
seen by the Chinese as a stopgap for the eventual inprovenent
in the standard of living and education of famly nembers in
t he next generations. And in fact, the Pittsburgh "Chi nat own"
as a nexus of Chinese culture and activity began to decline
after the original generation of immgrants (Wi, 1983).

At the early juncture, there were few if any Chinese
women acconpanyi ng the workers; rather, the late 19th century
saw a rise in the inportation of "slave girls" and prostitutes
fromChina to cater to the | aborers and mners in the West.
Sone of these wonen/girls were subsequently rescued by
m ssions and had the option to return to China or to remain
here (Mark & Chih, 1982). Most of the married nmen had | eft

their wives and famlies in China, and woul d take back savi ngs
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to their home villages. It was not until the 1920s that sone
Chi nese wives were allowed into the country, and it was only
after World War |11 and the Conmuni st takeover in China, that

t he Exclusion Act was relaxed for this comunity (Mark & Chi h,
1982; Wi, 1983).

Wi notes that between 1903 (only 3 wonen in the census),
and 1950, the ratio of nmale to femal e Chi nese was extrenely
unbal anced, so that according to the 1930 census, the ratio
was 100: 15. 2. O her factors which contributed to the decline
of the Chinatown (see ES92-LM2-S #20-25 on remants of
Chi nat own) were the construction of the Boul evard of the
Al lies (which cross-cut a significant section), the den se of
old men without heirs, the Depression, and Chinese m gration
out of Pittsburgh to the major eastern seaboard cities.

Chi nese mgration from Pittsburgh was in part due to internal
factionalism between the On Leong and Hi p Sung organi zati ons.
These "organi zations" were |ineage-based, and were
transplanted fromold lineage rivalries in China itself.

I mm grants to the United States aligned thenselves with one or
ot her lineage, so that the "organi zations" and their rivalries

were spread throughout the U. S. (Wi, 1983).

Much of the story of the early Chinese (1921-1978) is
recorded on the gravestones in Honewood Cenetery (see ES92-
LML-S # 8-10, 13). They reveal that the early Chinese hailed

fromthe Toisan and Hoiping districts in China and were
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predom nantly of the Yee |lineage (63.8%; |esser |ineages were
the Lees (11.6% and the Ungs (5.46% (Wi, 1983).

A new wave of Chinese imm grants began to arrive in the
1960s. These imm grants were vastly different fromtheir
predecessors. They were far nore educated and of a
prof essional class. In Pittsburgh today they formthe | arger
section of the community by far, and are active in politics at
the | ocal and national |evels of the Organization of Chinese
Americans (OCA). The OCA actively adnm nisters and sponsors a
nunmber of cultural and political activities ranging from
Chi nese participation in the Pittsburgh Folk Festival, to
ai di ng Vi etnanese refugees. O her inportant Chinese
organi zations are the National Association of Chinese
Americans (Pittsburgh Chapter), the Fornosan Club of Anerica
(Pittsburgh Chapter), and the Chinese Anerican Republican Club
of Greater Pittsburgh.® Another cenetery has been opened in
Monr oevi | | e.

The professional/educational |evel of the Chinese has |ed
themto spread out into the various m ddl e-class and upper-
cl ass suburbs of the area. No longer is the community
dom nated by a few |ineages froma particular area of China.
| nstead, there are a nunmber of different places of origin

(i ncludi ng Tai wan and even Hong Kong), and a nore diverse

These may be what | later call "floating associations,"
or now defunct; | was not able to identify them through
informants or the tel ephone directory.
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i nternal soci oeconomc scale. There is also a |large
proportion of non-Christian Chinese: Buddhist,

ani m st/ ancestor worship, etc.. Descendants of earlier

imm grant famlies tend to be restauranteurs and proprietors
of small businesses. Menbers of the new generation of Chinese
i m grants hold highly professional occupations at the
universities, in technical firms, and to a | esser degree, in

the nedical field (Wi, 1893).

Case #1 [ES92- LMe- (]

Karen is a second generation Chinese of m xed parentage
(her mother is Caucasian). Her father came to Pittsburgh to
join his cousin between the World Wars (around 1926) from
Canton. Here he and his cousin opened a restaurant in
Bel | evue call ed the Bell evue Tea Garden, today one of the
ol dest Chinese restaurants in the Greater Pittsburgh area.
Her father still operates it.

Growi ng up, Karen renenbers that there was a Chinese
School (now run by the OCA), which she was unable to attend
because of the traveling distance. There was also the
Pittsburgh Chinese Church in the downtown area, which |ater
noved to the Northside. Wonen traditionally did not seek
out si de enpl oynent, but would help with the small famly
busi nesses. Since her chil dhood was split between cultures

due to a m xed parentage, she feels that she was only partly
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i nvol ved in Chinese culture and traditions. When asked about
t he | anguage, she says that she understands Cantonese and used
to speak it nore fluently as a child.

Speaki ng about physical synmbols of their heritage, Karen
points to the Chinese Nationality Room at the University of
Pittsburgh as having special meaning to her, particularly as
her father and uncle participated in its construction; her
uncle, in fact did some of the calligraphy init. Oher sites
of meaning to Karen are the two ceneteries at Homewood and
Monroeville. Before the Comruni st takeover in China in the
early 1950s, bodies were sent honme for burial; but that
st opped after the Communi sts canme to power there. In downtown
Pittsburgh there is a tenple and reading roomin the old
Chi natown area. Although there are no ancestral halls in
Pittsburgh, famlies pay honage to their ancestors in their
homes. There is an ancestral hall in San Franci sco where her
father goes to performrituals for his parents.

The Chinese School provides instruction in a nunber of
traditional activities such as calligraphy, dancing, Kung-fu,
al t hough Karen feels that children today don't have the tinme
to seriously pursue the study of |anguage, because they don't
have much tine left over fromtheir regular school activities.

Karen says that the Chinese community is changi ng and
"evolving" as traditional lifestyles and famly structures are

bei ng replaced by the realities of nodern life. Most Chinese
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women now strive for college degrees and are joining the
mai nstream job-force. These have affected daily activities
li ke traditional cooking, now nore and nore replaced with fast
foods. Another grow ng concern is the gradual di sappearance
of the multi-generational famly; and with this situation,
care for the elderly becones an inportant dilenma. In
California "homes" have been established by Chinese for the
care of their aged. Although there are no Chi nese honmes for
the elderly in Pittsburgh as yet, the Chinese community
sponsors certain activities exclusively for seniors such as
| uncheons about twi ce a year so that the elderly have the
opportunity to "socialize" with each other

Attitudes towards the Chinese have changed since Karen's
chil dhood in Pittsburgh. She feels that the non-Chinese
conmmunity is nore open to Chinese children than before,
particularly in extracurricular activities. She attributes
this largely to two factors: 1) Pittsburgh is a small enough
pl ace so that feelings of communality are still fairly strong
bet ween nost residents regardl ess of ethnic background, and 2)
t he conscious effort on the part of the Chinese to share their
heritage with others through the nedium of food and cul tural
activities such as the Pittsburgh Fol k Festival and ot her
conmuni ty organi zations. |In other words, there's a nuch
greater corridor of opportunity afforded to the young. And

this is of course enhanced by the enphasis on educati on.
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Of her own children, Karen says that they speak only a
few words of Cantonese. The reason is that the dialects
spoken by her husband's famly and her own are not very
mut ual |y conprehensi ble, so that in-home communicati on has
al ways been in English. She does keep her Chinese roots,
however, in famly visits to China, and her children have thus
been exposed to their heritage that way. Being initially
trained as a sociologist, she wishes to at sonme point go back
for a lengthier stay.

When questi oned about the worst scenario she could
foresee for the Chinese community, Karen feared a resurgence
of discrimnation towards the Chinese due to the general
econom c slunp in the country. She fears that the younger
generations, because of their higher educational standards
(stressed at home in childhood) are now in very close
conpetition with the majority community for a shrinking job
mar ket, and in many cases are better qualified for the jobs.
This situation may encourage resentnent towards the Chinese.
Ot her Asians, she feels, are aware of this predicanment, and it
is an issue that has brought the Asian communities together.
This problem has to be addressed and dealt with. Another
poi nt she made was that efforts to mx with other people wl
play an inportant part in easing such tensions; mnority
conmmunities can no | onger afford to be conplacent "encl aves."”

Both the OCA and the Asian Whnen's Associ ation are running
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prograns such as dinners for the honeless to evoke positive
conmmunal feelings.

As for the best kind of future, she feels that the
uni queness of Anmerica lies in its opportunities to share
bet ween comunities, and to appreciate and respect each other.
Again, in Pittsburgh, groups do tend to attend cross-cultural
functions and prograns nore than in other parts of the
country.

Karen is an active participant and | eader in community
affairs. Currently, she is the president of the Asian Wnen's
Associ ati on; professionally, she works for the Pennsyl vania

Wel fare Office, besides being a nother and wfe.

Case #2 [ES92- LMb- C]

Dr. Frank Liu is a very prom nent nmenber of the Chinese
and Asian community. He currently holds or has held a nunber
of high and influential positions in local, state and nati onal
organi zations. He hails from Guangxi province in southern
China. Dr. Liu canme to the United States as a | aw student,
and after Yale and the University of Texas, was appointed as
the Director of the Law Library at Duquesne University in
1980.

Since comng to Pittsburgh, Dr. Liu has held severa
positions of inmportance in the OCA (he was both national and

Pittsburgh president), and is presently on the Board for the
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Fol k Festival corporation, and is Chair of the Asian
Coalition. He speaks of his concerns for not only the

Chi nese, but for other Asians in Pittsburgh and the United
States. As far as Chinese activities, he points to the

Chi nese Church, the Chinese School (which tutors children
under 12 in | anguage, calligraphy, and dance), the OCA (which
cel ebrates Chi nese New Year in February and hol ds a banquet
for city and county dignitaries), and the Folk Festival as
bei ng "community focal points.” He feels that the Folk
Festival has done the nost in integrating and awakeni ng

awar eness about Asians in Pittsburgh. The traditional dancing
di spl ayed during the festival is performed by | ocal Chinese
(see Appendix Il1). So far as the objectives of the Asian
Coalition, it was formed to deal with political, |egal, and
soci al issues facing the Asians generally. He was

particul arly concerned about discrimnation against the Asian
mnority, and would like to see Asians appointed at |evels of
city and county adm nistration, even though (and precisely
because) Asians represent well established professions.

When asked about how many cultural traditions his teenage
son has retained, Dr. Liu pragmatically observes that it is
not possible to pass the entirety of Chinese heritage to his
son. It is only possible to instill values, not |anguage,
etc., because the world the young people live in is different.

Of course, he says, "Food will always be Chinese!"
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Chi nese |like to gather in private homes to share food.

The new craze at these social events is "karoaki," or singing
into a m crophone and having it connect into the tel evision
set. Larger activities are held at hotels or the church -
wher ever space can be rented. Dr. Liu would like to see the
Chi nese community own a building where they could carry out
activities: "We'd |ove to have a place, though.”

Al though there is sonme intermarriage now wi th Caucasi ans,
he feels that it is easier for a Chinese woman to narry a
Caucasi an man than the reverse. But the "norm' remins
marriage within the Chinese community.

The Chinese community in Pittsburgh has been healthy
since he's been here; in fact, it has even grown. Dr. Liu
says that nowadays at events sponsored by he church or the
OCA, he does not recognize a | ot of the faces.

Dr. Liu would like to see the Pittsburgh econony inprove,
al t hough he does not see any "energing new i ndustries" here.

"I would like to see Pittsburgh grow nore,"” he says. 1In his
vi ew, the Chinese and other Asians need to find a voice in the
| arger community by occupying "positions of authority"” --
that is the only way that they can beconme nore integrated into
the mainstream This is the reason that he enjoys his work
with the Fol k Festival so nmuch; because in it, everyone's

Voi ce counts.
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Case #3[ ES92- LM6- C]

M. Xu is a graduate student at the University of
Pittsburgh, and has been here for seven years. The Chinese
students, roughly around 350 at this university, are a little
renmoved fromthe inmgrant conmunity. This is because they
still have much stronger ties with their countries of origin
(Tai wan, Hong Kong, China, etc.): their famlies are there.
Even so, many of themw |l eventually find jobs and settle in
this country. Ohers will return hone, and still others I|ike
M. Xu, are undecided and a |little apprehensive about the
situation in China. Although he has not been back in five
years, he already feels that he is quickly |osing touch with
events there.

The Ti ananmen Square |ncident of 1989 plays on his m nd.

And certainly it has affected the life of Chinese foreign
students. Their student associ ati on was previously sponsored
by the Chinese governnment. After the massacre, governnent
support was retracted, and the University of Pittsburgh no
| onger has a Chinese student association (although Carnegie
Mellon still does have one).

M. Xu says that the | onger he stays here the less he is
involved with the other Chinese students. This is because he
now has an established circle of friends, as opposed to when
he was a newly arrived student and tended to band toget her

with other new arrivals fromhis country. There used to be a
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Chi nese Students House in Oakland as part of their
organi zation. That, too, lost its funding after Tiananmen.
M. Xu at one point was the volunteer nmanager of it. It was a
pl ace students could go to neet and socialize, play Chinese
checkers and exchange information. Sonme students still go
there, but it has stopped being a hub of activities. |Instead,
people neet in their hones.

Many of the students play traditional nusical instrunments
and are good calligraphers, usually for the benefit of each
ot her, although there are a few who play professionally.

M. Xu is hopeful for China's future. He thinks that
Chi na has to change to keep pace with the changes around the
wor |l d, because it cannot afford to isolate itself. People who
have settled in the U.S., in his view, are out of touch with
the trends and realities in China; they tend to have
stereotyped i deas about China. |In our conversation, it was
apparent that Dr. Xu was concerned that one day he too may

becone |i ke that.

The Pittsburgh | ndi ans

As the census data shows, |ndians conprise the second-
| argest Asian group in Pittsburgh and All egheny County.
Per haps nore than the Chinese, they occupy professional
positions in nedicine and engi neering, and are a fair portion

of the science faculties at the universities. Their history



24

here, however, only began in the late 1960s, when U. S.
imm gration | aws were relaxed for that part of the world.
Most | ndi ans who canme here initially, came for professional
reasons: because of the |lack of opportunities and facilities
inlIndia in their specialized fields, particularly in medical
and scientific research. Pittsburgh turned out to be an ideal
pl ace to pursue their professions, because of its numerous
research-oriented hospitals and its industrial conpanies |ike
West i nghouse, Alcoa, etc. Up until the late 1980s, Pittsburgh
only had one or two restaurants and two | ndian grocery stores.

The current imm grants are no | onger only professionals -
they are al so businessnmen. This is a trend occurring all over
the United States, and has been caused by two things: first,
in the early 1980s, G eat Britain inposed strict inmgration
regul ati ons on non-white British Compnweal th menbers; second,
al nost simultaneously the United States relaxed its
restrictions on South Asian inm grants. Before, prospective
imm grants were tightly screened for their educational and
pr of essi onal aptitudes; this screening has now been rel axed.
In Pittsburgh, new restaurants (there are now at | east five)
and shops (no |l onger catering exclusively to Indians) are
ener gi ng.

| ndi ans generally tend to be extraordinarily traditional
in custonms and attitude. They are also very religious. The

Hi ndu Jain Tenple and the Sri Venkateshwara Tenple (located in
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Monroevill e-Penn Hills) are nonunments to I|Indians' sense of
cultural identities (for their are many kinds of Indians) as
well as to their economc strength (see ES92-LML-S # 1-7).
These are also testanents to India's nultiple cultures and
regions. Sone people think that the best "gift" the British
gave to India was the English | anguage, and nost |ndi ans,

unl ess they hail fromthe sanme |inguistic-regional-cultural
area, use the foreign tongue for conmunication. Originally,
only one tenple had been envisioned for all Indians (I
hesitate to use the word "community"). Very quickly, due to
internal cultural divisions, the South Indians split off and
invested in their own tenple, with sone financial help of a
maj or temple (Tirupathi) in India, constructed the Sri

Venkat eshwara (SV) Tenple which is visible fromthe parkway.
This left the North Indians to fend for themselves, and a few
years later, in 1986, they were able to buy |and and
consecrate the Hindu Jain Tenple. This tenple, unlike the SV
tenpl e, was supposed to cater to not one specific deity, but
to the major deities of the North, so that in theory all North
| ndi ans woul d have access to their own gods. Currently there
is alot if dissatisfaction within the tenples, brought about
by regional differences. "Unity is diversity” is a truismfor
I ndia and the Indian psyche, and Pittsburgh Indians certainly
reflect this axiom In other words, Pittsburgh Indians are a

m crocosm of their native country.
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Tenpl es have historically always been the |oci of
cultural activity. 1In the Indian tradition, one cannot
di vorce the religious fromthe mundane. The SV tenple, in
particular, is a center of cultural activity for South Indians
in the region. Famlies will go on outings to the tenple, not
only for worship, but to eat, socialize, politick, have their
children attend classes in the major South Indian | anguages,
tutor thenselves in the performng arts, and to attend speci al
functions and recitals. On any weekend, the SV tenple is
abuzz. The Hindu Jain Tenple is not as active, but provides
space for regional functions. For exanple, the Bengal
community (people who bel ong to West Bengal State, speak the
Bengal i | anguage, and have their own uni que deities and
festivals) rents a part of the prem ses for their Durga Puja
Festival held in Septenber-CQctober

Pittsburgh is also fortunate to have sonme prom nent
| ndi ans who actively promote the perform ng arts (dance and
classical nmusic) to the general public. Spic-Macay (Society
for the Pronotion of Indian Classical Misic and Culture
Anmongst Youth) is a non-profit organization that invites
illustrious artistes to performfor the general public free of
charge, and sponsors several performances annually. O her
performances by maestros such as Anjad Ali Khan and Zakir
Hussai n are possible due to the efforts of individuals |ike

Dr. Dixit (see bel ow).
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Case #4 [ES92- LM/-C]

Dr. Balwant Dixit arrived in Pittsburgh 31 years ago as a
graduate student at the University of Pittsburgh. He
remenbers the days when I ndians only nunbered a handf ul
conpared to today, and says that he has seen the
transformations within the group over the years.

When Dr. Dixit came to Pittsburgh in the early 1960s,
there were only two or three famlies here - postdoctoral
students and their wives. There were about 150 students
living in OCakland at the time. Dr. Dixit describes that
period as one in which Indians were a "honmesick peopl e”
there was no access to cultural activities, and one could not
even eat Indian foods, as there were no grocery stores here.

Today there are, according to himabout 3000 Indians in
the Greater Pittsburgh area. The changing of the tide canme in
1968- 69 when new i mm gration | aws were passed so that
naturalized Indians were allowed to bring their dependents
here. Sinultaneously, highly educated and skilled
pr of essi onals were needed in the U. S., and Indians m grated
"in droves.” Now, Dr. Dixit says, there is a m x of
pr of essi onal s and non-professionals: the latter tend to be the
"dependents” (usually relatives outside the nuclear famly) of
the original inmgrants.

He is an energetic pronoter of Indian culture to the
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American public, particularly of the performng arts. It is
largely to his credit and | abor that Pittsburgh gets such a
hi gh quality of perforners from India.

Dr. Dixit is |less concerned about what he calls "physical
synbol i smi mani fested in buildings and structures. He is
commtted to establishing an awareness and appreciati on of
| ndi an cul ture(s) for both Indians and non-Indi ans through
education. He thinks that because Pittsburgh is endowed wth
a number of universities, the pronmotion of Indian culture
shoul d occur through these institutions. At present he and a
group of others are pursuing funding for an endowrent to
support a rigorous Indian Studies Program under the Asian
Studi es Program at the University of Pittsburgh. According to
him the first-generation Indians have preset dispositions and
| oyalties to their own cultures, their |anguage, their
wor ship, etc. Second-generation |Indians, however, are caught
bet ween two worlds: that of their parents and that of their
peers. Mst of them do not even speak their native | anguage,
and need to be exposed to their cultures in a manner they can
identify with. The younger |ndians are becom ng nore
"renoved” fromthe parental generation - and the inmm grant
parents (very traditional for the nost part) are fairly
intolerant to the idea of assimlating their children into the
mai nstream He cites the exanple of a friend' s daughter -

exceptionally educated - who was di sowned by her parents
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because she wanted to marry a non-Indian. He feels that this
type of assimlation is positive and should be expected by the
parents who, after all, chose to come here and raise their
children in a different country. He recognizes that this kind
of approach is not specific to Indians, and gives the exanple
of Catholic parents opposed to marriage of their children with
a Protestant. Dr. Dixit says that this is harnful, because
t he population of Indians is very small (~700,000 in the
entire U.S.), and unlike other imm grant groups, they have
been here only a short tine.

Li ke other Asians, he is also concerned about the |ack of
voice in politics, and was a nenber of the Pittsburgh Ethnic

Coalition, which included non-Asian ethnic mnorities.

Case #5 [ES92-LMLO-C]?

This interview was a conbined interview with Ms. Anuja
Rao and her daughter Anila.

In October 1992, Anila perforned her arangetram at the SV
Tenple in Penn Hills. The arangetramis a dance pupil's first
sol o performance in public with the bl essing of her teacher,
or guru. It shows the world both the talent of the student

and the teacher, and denonstrates the range of the student's

’Pl ease see the acconpanying videotape of Anila Rao's
dancing (ES92-LML-V), which has full explanations of each
dance. Al so, see the attached program for Anila's
performance.
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expertise. When asked about the selection of the dances and
music, Ms. Rao says that they were selected on two | evels:
first, those ragans (song, tune, beat) which were nost diverse
and all owed for the spectrumof Anila' s footwork and
nood/ expressi on were chosen. Also, songs in the two |Indian
| anguages that Anila could understand, Tel egu and Sanskrit,
were picked so that her expressiveness would be highlighted
t hrough the songs' neaning to her. Second, those songs and
dances relating to the gods that the Rao's thensel ves worship
were selected: to Ganesh, Shiva, Devi, Dasratha, and Krishna.
The first dance to Ganesh, the Renover of All Obstacles, was
preceded by the dancer's worship (puja) to him Ms. Rao
mentions that what is not shown in the tape was the synbolic
gesture of the teacher tying the bells on Anila' s ankles prior
to the performance, since it happened backst age.

The first part of the dance recital, says Ms. Rao
focusses on the nmore nmechani cal aspects of Bharatnatyam those
denonstrating Anila's footwork and stam na. The latter
portion of the program highlights the expressiveness of
Bharat natyam and in Anila's ability to show expressiveness
and di fferent noods such as devotion, |ove, affection, anger,
etc.

Ani | a says she plans to continue dancing as |ong as her
free time allows, since it involves intensive and regul ar

practice. A tenth-grader now, college is only a couple of
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years away and Ms. Rao is unsure whether she will be able to
continue with it. Anila has other interests besides
Bhar at nat yam she pl ays soccer!
| asked them about Anila's guru. Ms. Jaya Mani used to

teach Bharatnatyamin India before joining her husband in the
US. Ms. Jaya Mani's husband is a faculty nenmber at Slippery
Rock University. Since she was quite well-known in India, the
SV Tenpl e asked her to teach dance there as a way of inparting
| ndi an culture to the younger generation of Indians in
Pittsburgh. She has been teaching for about 15 years now, and
Anila is her 41st student to have perfornmed arangetram Ms.
Rao says that she does not give such perm ssion to all her
students, only about 4 or 5 a year. Even then it is a great
| oad on the teacher, since it means that she has to
chor eograph about ei ght dances per student - around 40 a year.

Ms. Rao proudly asserts that Anila' s dances were the
t oughest Ms. Mani has choreographed for any student so far.
And if one views the videotape of the performance, Anila

richly deserves her nother's pride in her!!

The Korean Conmunity

The history of Korean imm gration to Pittsburgh is
simlar to that of the Indians. They also arrived here
initially as students, and |l ater brought relatives and

dependents to live with them There are perhaps 1,000 Koreans
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in Greater Pittsburgh (Post Gazette, 20-4-80), nopst of whom

live in Squirrel HIl, Mnroeville, Mirraysville, and Fox
Chapel . Although a nunber of themrun small businesses (see
newspaper cuttings), nost Koreans are engaged in professional
activities - at the hospitals and at Westi nghouse Corporation
in

The Koreans have attend several churches: one in the
North Hills - although at this point it is |eased fromthe
Presbyterian Church, in Monroeville, in Downtown (Catholic),
on Center Avenue (Methodist). Fornerly, Korean services were
held at the Sixth Presbyterian Church on Forbes Avenue. There
is also a Korean Acadeny which was opened a couple of years
ago to teach and transmt Korean | anguage and culture to
children. The school is held at the Bellefield Presbyterian
Church in Gakland. Most of the children who attend,
interestingly enough, are adopted children of Anmerican
(Caucasi an) parents. One often sees the parents participate
in the activities with their little ones, and they too are
tutored in the | anguage.

Li ke ot her groups, Koreans have a Korean Associ ation
whi ch organi zes function, such as Korean New Year cel ebrations
in the churches, and acts as an information broker for the

conmuni ty.

Case #6 [ES92- LMB- C]
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M's. Lee® runs the Korean Academy in Oakland. She is a
pharmaci st by profession, in addition to which she also runs a
smal | busi ness (which she did not nane). Ms. Lee cane to
Pittsburgh about twenty years ago; her husband is an engi neer
(she did not say where). She identified two "waves" of
i mm grants that have cone here, and says that the earlier ones
were nore highly educated than the nore recent arrivals. She
does not see the Koreans m xing nuch with non-Koreans,
partially because Koreans have a difficult tinme speaking the
Engl i sh | anguage.

She feels that the Korean War in the early 1950s made
peopl e aware of the United States (and of the West generally).

Prior to that, Koreans had been isolated fromthe world at
| arge. Many South Koreans first left just after the War,
because of the Communist threats from North Korea and Chi na.

Most Koreans in the Pittsburgh area do not live in
traditional extended famlies. Even parents and ol der people
now |l ive separately. This is due to the independence provided
by U S. Federal Governnent's social security systemfor elders
here. In Korea, the old rely on their dependents for support.

Only a very small nunber of Korean famlies in Pittsburgh

]Ms. Lee was very reluctant to do this interview, saying

that she was afraid of giving "wong" information and the
possibility of a lawsuit. | was therefore very careful not to
ask her specific and personal questions. Pl ease see her

rel ease formto get an idea of her fear
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are Buddhist. By and large they are of Protestant Christian
faith. Ms. Lee feels that churches are not enough to unite
Koreans as a group. What they really need is a Korean
community center to which all Koreans have access. At
present, the churches provide sonme social activities: |lunch
and tea on Sundays, and New Year's cel ebrati ons.

Wth grown children of her own, Ms. Lee feels that the
younger generation is |losing nuch of the Korean traditions.
It is why she takes a keen interest in running the Korean
Acadeny, so that in the future, other children will have had
the opportunity to know their roots. Unfortunately, the
Acadeny has fundi ng constraints (as well as housing
constraints) and is not able to tutor adol escents and
t eenagers at present. Many young people feel that they don't
have an identity, she says. Many of the second generation
that she knew as children are no longer in Pittsburgh. They
| eave because of college and job opportunities el sewhere.

The worst thing that Ms. Lee sees happening is that the
Korean community may disintegrate in the sense of a support
base, as peoples' ties with each other dimnish over tine -
anot her reason for the inportance of establishing a center for
t he Koreans.

The nost positive thing to happen would be to solidify
and unite the Korean community beyond the |evel of the

churches, which after all, have their own special agendas.



35

"Because they're Korean, we should be able to talk.... That's

what |'d |like to see."”

The Japanese in Pittsburgh

The majority of Japanese in the Geater Pittsburgh area,
and nmore than 3/4 of those listed in the directory of the
Japanese Society (shown to me by Ms. Shim zu), are tenporary
visitors working in highly skilled technical and scientific
pr of essi ons, or conducting research on a tenporary basis.

They are what nmay be called a community of "visitors."” The
reasons for this peculiar status is that Japan today does not
need to "export" its best people. It is economcally stronger
than the U.S., and enjoys a high standard of living. Japan is
noted for its success in sophisticated technol ogies.

This was not the case for those caught in the United
States during World War 11, when all Japanese were | ooked on
with suspicion and transported to and housed in concentration
canps. Not many of these "original" Japanese reside in the
Pittsburgh area, although there are one or two such people
(see Appendi x).

After World War I, the healing/recovery period after the
nucl ear devastation neant that sone highly educated schol ars
and scientists were not able to pursue their skills in Japan
for lack of facilities (and probably also due to priorities in

t he governnment rebuil ding agenda) - in sonme fields of physics,
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for instance. So it was that between 20-30 years ago many
Japanese sought academ c and scientific solace in the United
States. Many initially came as graduate students.

The current prosperity in Japan provides no incentive to
remai n here and becone full-fledged citizens; nobst Japanese
residents here hope to return honme after a period of tine,
when their contracts expire, or when they retire. A |ot of
Japanese al so come in an advisory/supervisory capacity in the
technol ogi cal and scientific fields; their tenure is even
shorter, sonmetinmes only a nonth. The primary role of the
Japanese Society is to coordinate the novenents of the
Japanese in Pittsburgh - to initiate theminto |life in a
different country, and nmake them feel as nuch at hone as
possible. This is of course, the responsibility of those who
have been here | onger.

Because the longterm plans are to return to Japan in the
future, children are often tutored according to the Japanese
school curriculumin addition to attending regular Anerican
school in Pittsburgh public school system There is a
Japanese School currently run by M. Ezawa (Principal) which
is in session on Sundays from 12:45 p.m to 4:45 p.m at the

Rodef Shal om Tenpl e in Qakl and.

Case #7 [ES92- LM4- C]

Ms. Shimzu is the present secretary of the Japanese
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Society and lives in Squirrel Hll, Pittsburgh. Her husband
is a physicist who came here 13 years ago. Although they got
their residency permts three years ago, they are undeci ded
about their future in this country. She says that her two
young boys have "two nationalities.”

When asked about the proportion of Japanese who have
taken American citizenship, Ms. Shim zu responded that it
depended on the circunstance and a person's position. Often,
peopl e took Anerican citizenship in order to have access to
grant nmoney for their projects (NASA, NSF, etc.).

Ms. Shim zu pointed out that for wonmen, it was all right
to be here with their husbands for their husbands' work; but
in the end, if anything were to happen to him wonen preferred
to be hone in Japan where they would have the advant age of
being in their own culture and having the support of famly
and friends.

Her children were born in Pittsburgh, and know Japanese
because it is the | anguage spoken in their hone. Ms. Shimzu
says that her short-term Japanese nei ghbors sonetimes have
difficulty balancing the two "nationalities" of their
children; on the one hand their English skills are poor, but
on the other, enforcing English in the home will make them
forget Japanese, which creates problens when they return to
Japan. She feels that the pressure nost parents put on their

children of a double education is ultimately detrinmental to
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bot h kids and parents. Her own boys go to the Japanese School
at Rodef Shalom for three hours every Sunday to |learn the

| anguage and to have lessons in math. She al so observes that
her el dest son thinks of hinself as American, and resents the
doubl e work, and so she does not force himany nore.

Ms. Shim zu says that the newer Japanese in the United
States are not |ike those that came previously. The ones that
cone now are rich and to an extent "spoilt" because they do
not have to work as hard now to be able to afford the conforts
of life. In many ways they are not as professionally
commtted or serious. They are alnost like "travellers” in
the United States, who spend a |ot of time sightseeing in the
Grand Canyon and Yel | owst one Park, etc. When they return to
Japan, they get a |l ot of prestige for their relative fluency
in English (even though, Ms. Shim zu says, they are afraid to
speak it here and so make very few Anerican friends!). Ms.
Shim zu feels that there is a great difference between the old
and new Japanese in Pittsburgh, and that at tines it is even
hard for themto carry on a conversation with each other.

Case #8 [ES92- LML2- C]
Prof. Harol d Sasahara® teaches the ol der formof what is

popul arly known in the United States as | kebana. The art

‘Pl ease see the appended biographical note on Prof.
Sasahara, which gives nmore qualifications and details about
hi s worKk. There is also a note on |kenobo |kebana which is
attached. | obtained both of these from him
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Prof. Sasahara teaches is correctly called |Ikenobo | kebana.
Prof. Sasahara's teaching commtnents used to span four states
- Ohio, Pennsylvania, Mchigan, and New York. Today, at the
age of over 90, Prof. Sasahara says that he no | onger goes to
New York or M chigan, but still travels to three cities in
Chi o several times a year to teach his craft. Locally, in
Pittsburgh, there are three flower arrangement groups that he
nmeets with. One of them neets nonthly at the Pittsburgh
Garden Center in Shadysi de.

Japanese fl ower arrangenent, says Prof. Sasahara, is
based on the three dinmensions of heaven, sky, and earth; this
is the ethical philosophy that forns the basis of Japanese
fl ower arrangenent. Thus all Japanese flower arrangenents are
principally triple-layered. Prof. Sasahara does not do
bonzai, or Japanese horticulture, which is simlarly based in
this principle. Having been raised in Japan, Dr. Sasahara
says that it is the kids who do bonzai in their home gardens
by wat ching and practicing, so that all Japanese have done a
certain amunt of bonzai work.

Prof. Sasahara canme to the U S. in 1913, and lived in
California for about thirty years. When Japan and the U S.
became involved in World War |1, Prof. Sasahara's famly was
forcibly evacuated and put into a concentration canp (one of
11) in Arizona. The policy was at that time was that with

governnment cl earance, sone Japanese were permtted to relocate
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to the Eastern United States. Since Prof. Sasahara's son and
daughter were at the age at which they were to enter coll ege,
Prof. Sasahara applied for a permt, and relocated to

Cl evel and, Ohio. Cleveland was where Prof. Sasahara began his
teaching career 45 years ago. About 15 years ago, Prof.
Sasahara retired, and he and his wife Blanche cane to live
with their daughter in Pittsburgh. Prof. Sasahara says that
hi s daughter needed soneone to "babysit" her children, and

t hat her need was greater than his son's in Boston. Prof.
Sasahara's son-in-law, Dr. Avery, is now a sem -retired

Prof essor of Sociology at the University of Pittsburgh.

Of the three | ocal groups Prof. Sasahara teaches at the
Garden Center in Pittsburgh, each group consists of between
25-30 students who are nostly non-Japanese and ol der [see
ES92- LM2-S # 13-19; ES92-LM3-S # 1-3). Most of Prof.
Sasahara's students are wonen, which he says is the opposite
of Japan: in Japan it is the nen who are involved in flower
arrangi ng, because wonen are too busy with donestic work.

Al nmost all the great nmasters of |kebana , Prof. Sasahara
asserts, have been nen. Learning lkebana is different in
Japan, says Prof. Sasahara, is different fromhow it is done
here. The training takes many years before one is considered
a "master"” of |kebana, and training formally begins at a very
young age. There are flower arranging institutes, and al nost

every offers courses in it; therefore it a part of the



41

academ c curriculum rather than a hobby. Prof. Sasahara used
to teach at the Carnegie Museum and at the University of
Pittsburgh, but because of the heavy work | oad, has had to
drop those cl asses.

Prof. Sasahara went back to Japan for the first tinme in
1981 after 68 years. He said he did not recognize much: "The
only thing that rem nded ne that I was in Japan was that the
people on the street were all Japanese!™ In 1983, Prof. went
to visit Japan again, this time to receive "The Decoration of
the 6th Class of the Sacred Treasure” fromthe Enperor and the
Japanese Governnent for his role in pronoting appreciation for

Japanese culture through | kenobo | kebana in the United States.

Case #9 [ES92- LML2- C]

El l en Madono is a doctoral student in the School of
Education at the University of Pittsburgh. Wen she and her
famly (her two children are 10 and 15 years old now) cane to
Pittsburgh 10 years ago, they were interested in educating
their children in the Japanese | anguage and in the Japanese
math curriculum Ms. Madono's husband was the Principal and
a nenmber of the board of directors of the Japanese School at
the time of its inception. When asked about the Rodef Shal om
connection, Ms. Madono said that there was a Japanese
violinist with the Pittsburgh Synphony who was married to a

menber of the Rodef Shal om congregation. It was through him
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that the site for the school was negotiated, and M. Madono
during his termas the Principal of the Japanese School, took
great care to nurture the relationship, which remains very
"cordial." The teachers in the school are volunteers, usually
col |l ege students at the University of Pittsburgh. The
youngest Japanese children who attend the school are pre-
school ers of about 3 years; the school continues through the
hi gh school curriculum In the beginning the school only had
30 or so students; today there are about 150. Ms. Madono
feels that the Japanese community in Pittsburgh has expanded
over the 10 years she has lived here, particularly because of
t he Sony Corporation (Wexford). Although the core of nore

per manent or |ong-term Japanese residents in the area run the
school, Ellen feels that the nunber of nobre transient Japanese
in the business/corporate conmunity has increased
dramatical ly.

According to Ms. Madono, the phil osophy of how to run
the school is undergoing transformation due to the conflicting
interests of some parents who wi sh to continue the school in
the traditional "egalitarian” manner found in Japan, and those
who wi sh to nmake the education nore formalized and
st andardi zed. The curriculum of Japanese and mat hematics
taught in the Japanese School follows the standard curricul um
taught in schools in Japan, and is accredited by the Japanese

M nistry of Education. According to Ms. Madono, there is a
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group of parents who wish to introduce entrance exans to the
school, and to separate the children into an "elite" group and
a "substandard” group: this is in contrast to the policies of
school education in Japan. At the present tine, there is no
testing or exam nations in the school. Part of the problem
says M's. Madono is that some Japanese think
that the textbooks (which are donated by the Japanese Mnistry
of Education)shoul d be enphasi zed, since the teachers are not
formal Iy trained.

The Japanese School sponsors sone cultural activities for
the students and parents. Ms. Madono says that the two
bi ggest extracurricular activities are the "Athletic Day" held
in the Fall, and New Year (standard) celebrations. Athletic
Day is held usually in some quiet and out-of-the-way field,
and invol ves students, parents, and teachers. Since the
Japanese School is a greater focus of interest and activity
for the Japanese than the Japanese Society, according to Ms.
Madono, the Japanese Society is attenpting to conbine their
New Year's celebration with that of the Japanese School's.
Aside fromthese activities, the Japanese children perform
annual skits, recitals, and keep "books" in which they wite
essays. The parents also give a dinner in appreciation of the

t eachers every year

The Syri an/Lebanese of Pittsburgh
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Of all the Asian groups considered, the Syrian/Lebanese
have had direct experience in the steel mlls of this area.
There are two reasons why this is so: first, the Syrians who
imm grated here - as far back as the early 1900s - were of
Christian faith. Wth the vast nunber of ethnic denom nations
formed by the steel |abor force, their churches was no
different or any stranger than the others being established at
the time. Second, because of their |ight skin and
Medi t erranean features, they were not easily singled out for
di scrim nation, and could blend in nore easily into the
wor kpl ace. Mbst were escaping the dom nation of the Otomans
in their honmel ands, who were Misli ns.

Most Syrian/ Lebanese belong to the Maronite Catholic and
Syrian Orthodox denom nations. The heavi est concentration of
Syri an/ Lebanese in Allegheny County initially was the Hill
District in Pittsburgh, around the area where the Civic Arena
now stands. According to Ms. Khalil, it was not an
excl usively Arab nei ghborhood; there was a healthy conbi nation
of a nunber of groups there.

The Syrian Orthodox Church, originally |ocated on Bedford
Avenue in the Hill District, eventually noved to Dawson Street
in Cakland, and is now called St. George Orthodox Antiochian
Church (see ES92-LM2-S # 1-12; ES92-LMB-C). The Maronite
Cat holic congregation (St. Anne's on Fullerton St., and nostly

Lebanese) relocated to Brookline, and is now called Qur Lady
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of Victory Church (Cl arke, 1983).

Aside fromworking in the steel mlls and factories, the
early Christian Arabs found a rich niche as peddlars. They
woul d each have their own circuit around the towns in nost of
the counties of southwestern Pennsylvania, and woul d peddl e
groceries, clothing, housewares, etc., to comunities wthout
transport. Often they would take the train and then wal k door
to door with their nmerchandise (Clarke, 1983; interview).

Today nost of the Arabs in Allegheny County are
busi nessmen, running restaurants and stores. As a group they
also owmn a |l ot of comrercial properties. Education for the
descendant generations is enphasized by the parents, and nmany
Arabs hol d professional jobs, particularly in nmedicine. In
ot her words, the early inmmgrants built the base on which
their young coul d conpete through higher educati on.

It is interesting that the Christian Arabs hail fromvery
specific areas in their honelands, and maintain strong ties
with their native villages and with each other in this
country. One of the annual highlights is the get-together of
people and famlies linked with their place of origin; they
converge in Pittsburgh fromall over the country for these
occasions. And these |inks have been maintained over the

several generations they have been here.

Case #10 [ ES92- LML- C]
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Aggi e Khalil's orphaned nother arrived in Pittsburgh
around 1907 as a 2-year old with her uncle's famly who were
em grating to the United States from Syria. Her "grandfather”
was a sheikh in Syria. It is interesting that once in Rankin,
her "grandnother" becane a peddler. She would receive her
supplies there and sell themin the Rankin-Braddock area. Her
grandnot her on her father's side was al so a peddler, but her
circuit was much farther afield; she would go from Kittanni ng
(Armstrong County) to West Virginia. She catered to regul ar
custonmers en route. O course such wonen peddl ers did not
make these journeys al one, but were acconpani ed by ot her
peddlers in their community. They used the train and then
woul d wal k into rural towns that were not |inked by rail,
carrying their heavy packs.

Asi de from Honmestead and Pittsburgh's H Il District, sone
Christian Arabs lived in the South Hills. Wen they had to
di sperse fromthe HIl, many of them noved into Brookline,
primarily for its terrain. Ms. Khalil says that it remn nded
them of the nmountains in their own country. Early occupations

anong the Syrians and Lebanese were small businesses: "nom
and- pop" stores, tailors, shoemakers, mlk and ice delivery
drivers, etc. In other words, they chiefly worked in the
support and service industry.

Ms. Khalil's father and some of his relatives worked

briefly in the coal mnes of West Virginia. Wen the War broke
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out (World War 117?), he worked on Neville Island, and then for
Edgar Thonpson Steel in Braddock until he retired. Her uncle
from Rankin was active in the |ocal Honestead | abor union, and
was jailed frequently for his participation. One of her
cousi ns (now deceased) becanme extrenely prom nent in the steel
i ndustry, and attended the inauguration of many mlls in Japan
and Germany during the reconstruction period after the Second
World War. Her cousin, who retired in 1963, was the |ast
menber of her close famly to have worked in the steel

i ndustry, although nore distant relations continued to work
until the dem se of the industry.

Most of the Syrians in Pittsburgh come fromthe Hosn area
in Syria, froma nountainous region. Ms. Khalil's own side
of the famly conmes froma village in the | ower vall ey,
wher eas her husband hails fromthe village of Mkl os, higher
up the slope, but within wal king distance. There continues to
be a I ot of marriage between Pittsburgh Syrians with those in
Syria. Pittsburgh Syrians often visit and invest in their
villages of origin in Syria. O course this maintains strong
ties and networks anong them There is an annual gathering of
people from M klos held in Pittsburgh, to which friends and
relatives who hail fromthere come fromall parts of the
United States. Ms. Khalil has seen the attendance to this
function drop over the | ast decade - and a | esser proportion

of young people attend. Before over a thousand used to cone,
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and now they only come in the hundreds. She feels that it is
nostly due to a nore hectic |ifestyle, where people cannot
take | eave fromtheir jobs.

Ms. Khalil is very proud of her daughters who hol d
col | ege degrees. Her ol dest daughter, Tammy, went back to her
home village in Syria to do research on a Full bright
scholarship. She is now married with small children
According to Ms. Khalil, she is exceptional in that she
consciously strives to uphold Syrian traditions and the
| anguage. Most of the younger people today are assim |l ating
at a rapid pace at the cost of losing their heritage.

Al t hough Ms. Khalil feels that this is inevitable, and in
sone senses positive, there is a sense of sadness at what is

bei ng | ost.

Filipinos in Pittsburgh

One of the nore invisible Asian groups in Pittsburgh, the
Filipinos began to arrive in the early 1970s. Like the
| ndi ans, Koreans, and Japanese, the Filipinos belong to the
pr of essi onal class. According to Dr. Abola, there are about
400-500 famlies of Filipinos in the Geater Pittsburgh and

Butl er areas. There are no Filipino "enclaves,"” however, and
Filipinos are spread over many nei ghborhoods. The census
i ndicates that aside fromthe city of Pittsburgh itself,

significant nunbers of Filipinos live in MCandl ess,
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Monroeville, Upper St. Clair, M. Lebanon, Mon Township, and
Ross Township within Allegheny County. COccupationally,
Filipinos are nore heavily enployed in the nedical and
engi neering fields, Westinghouse (Monroeville) and U.S. Steel
provi ding a bul k of enploynment for engineers. Most Filipinos
cane to Pittsburgh as students or trainees.

The Philippines is a diverse country with 11 separate
| anguages and cultures. Again, they are not unlike Indians in
this regard. Because of a half century of American influence
in the Philippines, all Filipinos speak fluent English as well
as their national |anguage, Tagalog. The fact that they are
culturally diverse, but yet nunerically small in the Allegheny
County area is probably the primary reason why Filipinos are
so anmorphous in terns of their cultural visibility. To
socialize, they neet informally in small groups (Dr. Abola
mentions a group that neets weekly to go bowing), usually
conposed of people who cone fromthe same area or culture in
the Philippines. There is a Filipino Organization, but its

primary function is to organize traditional dancing.

Case #11 [ ES92- LMD- C]

Dr. Abola, in the Department of Crystall ography at the
University of Pittsburgh, came to Pittsburgh as a student in
1971, and now heads the Filipino Organization of Pittsburgh.

He stresses the diversity of the Filipinos, and states that
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one of the factors contributing to the limted activity of the
Filipinos as a comunity here is that they are so dispersed as
to where they reside here.

According to Dr. Abola, the Filipinos found it easy to
bl end into Anerican culture when they first came to the U S.,
havi ng experienced much of it (American culture) when they
were in the Philippines. From personal experience, Dr. Abola
feels that over the years the realization that they "are not
the same" as Anericans gradually becane apparent to him and
he also feels that his case is not different fromthe
experience of other Filipinos in Anerica. The Filipino
experience in America, he says, is a m xed one of
di sappoi ntments and opportunities.

M. Abola says that Filipinos keep up very close ties
with their native country, and nost of themreturn to the
Phili ppi nes eventually, usually after having earned a fair
anount of incone in the U S.

When asked about what cultural traditions were being
taught to the Filipino children born and raised in the U S.,
Dr. Abola said that for a tine there was an effort to formally
teach Tagal og through the Filipino Organization, but it was
not very successful, and so was discontinued. The younger
generation of Filipinos do not really speak Tagalog; if it is
taught at all, it is taught informally in the hone. M guess

woul d be that the preference of Filipino parents would be to
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teach their particular regional |anguage rather than the
national one. Dr. Abola points out that it is difficult to
speak the native | anguage with the children because the
children are so confortable with English, as are the parents;
so it is sinpler just to speak Engli sh.

The young people are, however, quite enthusiastic about
learning traditional Filipino folk dancing, says Dr. Abol a.
The Filipinos practice dancing in the community room of the
Monroeville Mall. Teaching dancing initially began with
Filipino participation in the Pittsburgh Folk Festival, as a
means of preparing for the festival. It sparked a | ot of
interest and enthusiasmin the Filipino children, and has
since continued as probably the only activity that the
Filipino conmmunity participates in. Dr. Abola feels that it
is an excellent "vehicle" with which to teach Filipino culture
to the kids. There are no formal teachers; sonetinmes parents
will take turns teaching, sonetines the older children (high
school age) teach younger ones, and still other times
pr of essi onal dancers may come to Pittsburgh fromthe
Phil i ppi nes and spend sonme tinme teaching here. At the nonent
the Filipinos are | ooking for a nore permanent place in which
to performthis activity, says Dr. Abola. Some Filipino
t eenagers have becone so ent husi astic about dancing that they
have joi ned a professional Hawaiian danci ng troupe which

perforns readily at the Radi sson Hotel Dinner Theater in
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Monroeville. The |eader of the group is Hawaiian, but because
of the simlarities in Polynesian dancing, many of the
Filipino youngsters have taken the opportunity to put their

artistic interests to practical use, says Dr. Abol a.

The Vi et nanese

Anmong the groups which | elected to investigate, the
Vi et namese was the conmunity which I could not access at all;
this section is therefore drawn fromliterature on the
Vi et nanese, and an account of sonme of the obstacles | faced in
contacting them | also suggest reasons for the Vietnanmese
being a particularly "cl osed” comunity due to their status as
ref ugees.

Unl i ke nost ot her Asian conmunities who cane to the
United States largely for econom ¢ and professional reasons,
the Vietnanese are political refugees. This status is always
difficult for individuals and groups who are refugees in any
part of the world, since their status is synonynmous with
cultural, economc, and political displacement and | oss. They
are, in other words, victinms of forces beyond their control,
and once having fled their country, helpless (in nobst cases)
to directly influence or change the political atnosphere in
their home country. |In addition, the trauma of personal and
cultural losses linger sonetines for several generations. |

have had cl ose contact with Ti betan refugees in India; they
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are, however, one of the nore "fortunate" refugee groups
because they have an inbuilt structural identity with the
exi | ed governnent of the Dalai Lama which oversees and ensures
cultural continuity. Most refugee groups, the Vietnanese very
much included, do not have this "luxury,"” and must rebuild
their identity in foreign soils where the |arger cultures and
environnents are totally alien. This, of course, takes a | ong
time to achieve. One of the Vietnanese | spoke with
informally (an enpl oyee at Al pha Books in Honmestead) when I
was trying to initiate a formal interview - which he declined
- said that he had conme to Pittsburgh from California to work
in the fam |y business, and that he was m serabl e here because
he was unused to the cold climte.

The rel ationship of the Vietnanese with the United States
is, of course, conplex and probably anbivalent fromthe both
perspectives. There may be added stress with the idea of
having resettled in the country which was so involved in the
Vietnamcivil war, and in the destruction of the honel and.

The bul k of Vietnanmese refugees arrived in the United
States, first on the West Coast, in the md-late 1970s.

According to an article in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (March

12, 1979), one refugee resettlenment program the Sout heast
Asia resettlenment Office run by the Pittsburgh Di ocese, had
resettled 900 individuals, or between 150-200 famlies in a

span of two years. Several newspaper articles (see attached
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articles) nention that one of the reasons the Vi etnanese found
resettlement so difficult was the problem of | anguage. The
Connelly Learning Center in the Hill District of Pittsburgh
was one of the places the Vietnanese | earned English as a part
of the resettl ement program

Newspaper articles (Pittsburgh Press, March 13, 1981,

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, April 13, 1981) in early 1981 revea

that there were sonme adm nistrative problens with the
Vi et namese refugees in Pittsburgh, and as a protest to
m smanagenent, a commttee of about 40 Vi etnanese formed "The
Committee of Frank Chinh's Victinms." Frank Chinh was the man
in charge of Vietnanmese refugees for the Southeast Asia
Resettl ement Office. According to these sane articles, it is
clear that the nunber of Vietnamese in Greater Pittsburgh was
not precisely known: the articles nention anywhere between
1,600 and 2,500. The Vietnanese concentration, according to
the articles, seenms to have been on the North Side.

Thi s discrepancy in nunbers may be due to the Vietnanese
t hensel ves nmoving in and out of the city at different times.
This was a part of my problemin contacting them Also unlike
ot her Asian communities in Pittsburgh, the Vietnamese are
primarily small businessnmen, with several small busi nesses
(see ES92-LM3-S for pictures) not only in Pittsburgh, but
networked with their relatives in other parts of the United

States, particularly in New York, and perhaps as far west as
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California. This situation makes themtravel to other cities,
and makes it difficult for a fieldworker to contact them

Thi s happened to ne with M. Dang, the Vice-President of the
Vi et namese Associ ation, M. Coi Nguyen, the president, and
with Lisa Yahan, a graduate student. The two fornmer persons
were out of town on business, and Ms. Yahan was on her way to
New York. Part of the problemis also that the Vietnanese
busi ness community does not have a precise schedule, and
therefore often do not know whether they will be avail abl e at
any tine.

According to the 1990 census, and shown in Table 1, the
Vietnamese in the Pittsburgh area, besides the North Side, are
concentrated in varying degrees in Dornmont, M. Lebanon,
Honmest ead and Munhall, and Upper St. Clair. This is
interesting because it denonstrates the range of econon c
class within the Vietnamese conmmunity. M guess woul d be that
those Vietnanmese living in the nore expensive areas such as
Upper St. Clair would tend to be professional Vietnanmese, nopst
likely in the nmedical field.

It is difficult to speak to the Vietnamese over the
t el ephone for several reasons: first, language is still a
problemw th the ol der generation, the original refugees, who
run the community. Second, there is a sense of wariness which
may be attributed in itself to the community being in the

center of nmedia attention when they first arrived in the
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United States (and Pittsburgh), to the feeling of ambival ence
mentioned earlier, and to the fact that the resettl ement
trauma in ternms of their cultural continuity may be sharper
today. As the younger generation becones nore "Anerican” than
"Vi etnanese,"” there may be a fear of culture | oss, especially

with the unlikelihood of ever returning to Vietnam These

| atter problenms are probably nuch deeper within the comunity,
as it separates the generations sharply. These are nere
specul ations on ny part, but it seens typical of the refugee
situation to want to return to their honmel and at sonme point in
the future, since they are not refugees by choice, but by the
necessity to survive.

I n concl usi on, because of their unique predicanent, the
Vi et namese community in Pittsburgh needs special attention and
penetration if one wants to understand their cultural

experience.

Concl usi ons and Recommendati ons

From the information gathered for this project, several
under | yi ng problens facing the Asians (apart fromthe
Christian Arabs) can be identified. First, there seens to be
a distinction within each group between ol der and newer

imm grants. While some reasons for this may be historically
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specific to the hone countries, there is also a comonality
they share by virtue of com ng from devel opi ng countries (the
earl i er Japanese and Koreans nmay be thus classified). Second,
there is a real consciousness anongst Asians about their |ack
of voice in the larger community. Third, the major dilenmmm
with a growi ng second generation is the paradox presented by
cultural retention and assim|ation.

There is notably one community that this research was not
abl e penetrate at all: the Vietnamese. O hers of nmention are
| ndonesi ans, Thai, Asian Miuslinms (Arab, Pakistani, Afghan,
etc.), and Canbodi an/Hmong. It is not feasible to gain
entrance into all these communities singly, given the limts
of tinme.

Anot her problem has been to integrate steel history with
Asian imm grant history. For the nobst part they are
unrel ated, and | found nyself dropping that |ine of
guestioni ng al nost conpletely.

My maj or recomrendati on would be, that if a study of
Asi ans - even at the level of a "survey" - is to be pursued in
any depth, a researcher should be assigned to cover each
community. Often it takes tine to create rapport and
contacts, and focus on a single community for each fiel dworker
woul d be far nore profitable.

There are sonme suggestions also as far as the role of the

SI HC and Cul tural Conservation is concer ned. Si nce nost of
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t he organi zations are not necessarily stable in the sense of
having an office, permanent paid positions, forml agenda,
etc., but may be nore aptly described as "floating
associations,” it is nore difficult to gain entry into the
"community": one only gains entry into a part of the total
community. | believe that this research has identified
several avenues through which the SIHC can pursue a close
associ ation with sone Asian groups so long as SIHC recogni zes
t hat none of theses communities are honobgeneous. Sone
suggestions are enbedded in within the sections describing the
communities. So for instance, the Koreans and the Filipinos
said repeatedly that they would |like to have a nore permanent
site (building) in which to conduct their cultural activities.
Even if the Koreans have churches avail able for doing sone of
these activities, often the activities may be inappropriate to
a religious setting. Moire inmportantly, it discrimnates
agai nst non-religious persons or those who do not belong to
the Christian faith. One role the SIHC may adopt as an
initial entry would be to help locate sites for cultural
activities. SIHC nmay al so pronote individual "tradition-
bearers” within the communities through either sponsorship or
by creating a resource network between individuals where their
traditions may best be "displayed,” such as museuns, theaters,
uni versities, denmonstrations and |ectures, etc. on a

continuing all-year basis rather than the annual Fol k
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Festival .

Of course, nuch nore intense work has to be conducted
within each community in order to arrive at a full list of
"tradition-bearers" and opinions of the cross-section of
menbers in each community, before SIHC can properly assess how
it mght interact with the Asian communities to their nutual

benefit.
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Annot at ed Bi bl i ography

Archives at the University of Pittsburgh
Et hni ¢ Groups of Western Pennsyl vania collection has
sever al boxes on the Chinese. They include mnutes files
and commttee reports for the OCA. Also directories and
menmber shi p cards.

G gler, Rich*
Synbolic Sewing. The Pittsburgh Press Roto,
June 14, 1981.
Article about the Hrong needl ework exhibit at the
Pi ttsburgh Center for the Arts. Background of the patterns
and their religious significance along with a brief
"“history" of the peopl e.

Growal d, R H.
Vietnamto City: Saga of 2 Boat People. The
Pittsburgh Press, July 29, 1979.
Account of a couple en route to Pittsburgh, to highlight
the significance of finding a home here. Experiences at
refugee canps, the Malay police, etc.

Kiely, Kathy
Call Us Lucky, Viet Boat People Say Here. Post-
Gazette, July 30, 1979.
Account of the escape of a couple.

Mar k, Diane Mei Lin and G nger Chih
1982 A Place Called Chinese Anerica. Washington, DC
Organi zation of Chinese Anericans.
A good general source on the imm gratiom history of the
Chinese in the U S..

Pitler, Alexander Zerfel
1930 The Hill District in Pittsburgh: A study in
succession. Dissertation, the University of
Pittsburgh.
A detailed study of the different phases of devel opnment.
It is interesting in its relevance to the Christian Arabs.

Thomas, Cl arke

1983 They Cane to ... Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh: Post-
Gazette.
Newspaper clippings of this journalist's coverage of
et hni c conmmunities over the years. Sone information,
nostly vi gnettes.

Vondas, Jerry
Arranged Marriages: Many Hi ndus here cling to
t he old tradition. The Pittsburgh Press, August 1,
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1984.
About I ndian traditional and non-traditional marriages,
with particul ar references to opinions within the group.
The dilemma of intermarriage. Sone data questi onabl e.

W sser, W
Area Hindus Build Tenple, Pride. The Pittsburgh
Press, June 3, 1979.
inions and el ation of Indians. Sonething was "m ssing"
fromtheir lives. Description of structure and deities.

Wor | dvi ew Productions

1979 "Consecration of a Tenple” (film. Madison.

The history and consecration of the Sri Venkateshwara
Tenpl e in 1979 is recorded on film It gives a brief
account of t he devel opment of the idea, the objectives, and
the building process itself.

Wi, Chien-shiung

1983 The Chinese in Pittsburgh: A changing mnority
community. Dissertation, the University of
Pittsburgh.

A detailed and thoroughly researched - archival and
contenporary - study of the past and present of the

Chinese. It recounts their story fromall possible
angl es, and provi des the single conprehensive source of
i nformation on the topic.

*Ot her newspaper and magazi ne cli ppings are appended.
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APPENDI X 1
I nterview Question Guideline
HI STORY

When did the famly come? From where? Specifics. Were there
al ready nenbers of the community/famly here?

Was the fam |y extended or nuclear?

Where (in the area) was the community concentrated? Are they
still there? Where have they dispersed?

What occupations did people of the community/group/famly have
when they first canme?

Did anyone in the famly work in the steel industry? Were?
In coal mnes? G ass? Coke plants?

What were their experiences with the union? Was there any
sense of discrimnation?

Who was the |ast menber of the famly to work in steel-related
i ndustry? Are they still living? Nanme?

Were wonen involved in earning noney in the early days? What
types of work did they undertake to hel p support the famly?

What were the organizations they first fornmed here (churches,
clubs, etc.). Were these open to nmen and wonen, or did each
have their own?

What sorts of activities took place within these
organi zations? Where were they |located? Are any of them
still active? Which? Were are they |ocated now?

What types of rel ationships existed between your ethnic group
and ot hers?

Are there any locations (buildings, sites) in the area that
have special neaning to the famly? To the community?

What specific traditional cultural skills were brought to the
area? (Needl ework, crafts, cooking, woodwork, nusic, dance,
etc.).

How and to what extent were these skills transmtted? Who
were the bearers of these traditions? How were they taught -
formally, informally?
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What was the | anguage spoken within the 1) famly and
2)community in the past? How was it taught?

Was nmarriage usually within the community - in Pittsburgh, or
outside? How did people neet?

How | arge was the nmenmbership of your congregation? What is it
now?
CONTEMPORARY CONCERNS

Do you feel, generally, that your cultural identity is being
mai nt ai ned, or lost? Wat are the signs?

I n what occupations are menbers of your conmunity now? What
occupation are you/your famly in? (Professional - what,
busi ness - what).

What is the highest |evel of education in the famly?

Whi ch econom ¢ cl ass woul d you consi der you bel onged to?

Has your church or other community organi zations rel ocated?
Where? Why?

How has the social life of your community changed through the
years? On what occasi ons would you neet before? VWhich ones
do people attend now?

| s your | anguage spoken in the home, in church or other
soci al /religious occasions?

How are traditions taught to children now? Who are the
bearers of tradition now?

What types of traditions, ritual, and skills are being
mai nt ai ned?

s religion (church services) perfornmed in the traditional
way? What is the |anguage of the service? Have any of the
formal rituals and cerenoni es been nodified/ changed?

How have the roles of nen and wonen changed?

How are marriage practices different fromearlier? 1s there
significant intermarri age now?

Do you feel that too many young people are | eaving the area?
What is the primary reason?
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When they | eave, do they usually go to places where there are
existing famly or comrunal ties?

How has the structure of the famly changed?

What is the worst thing you can see happening in the future as
far as your community - and famly - are concerned? The city
of Pittsburgh?

What is the best scenario you envision for the future? What
types of things can be done to bring it about?

APPENDI X |1
List of Foll ow Up Contacts

Chi nese:
Al bert Wang (OCA president)
Good source for pinpointing "culture-bearers” in the
community, and information on current OCA activities.

Dr. Tomand Lily Chen
Teach traditional dance, and can be a good resource for
cultural activities.

I ndi an:
Sanj ay Bhattacharjee
Excel | ent sarod pl ayer.

Anuja and Dittakavi Rao

Parents of Anila Rao who is a Bharatnatyam dance student.
The famly is very involved in the cultural activities at
the SV Tenple.

Ms. Jaya Mani
Teaches Bhar at natyam (one form of classical |ndian dance)
at the SV Tenple. Contact at the SV Tenpl e nunber.

Japanese:

Har ol d Sasahar a

Survivor of concentration canmp in the U S. Very involved
in fl ower arrangenent.

CGeorge Kitazawa
His nmother is over a hundred, and would be a good source
for Japanese history in Pittsburgh.

M. Ezawa
Princi pal, Japanese School at Rodef Shal om
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Lebanese/ Syri an:

Zel fa Khalil

Nati onally recogni zed player of traditional druns.
Fili pino:

Nel |y Hool ey

Teaches Filipino dancing
Vi et nanese:

M . Nhuan Dang
Vi ce- Presi dent, Vi etnanese Associ ati on

Li sa Yahan
Know edgeabl e about the Vietnanmese, and a good source for
ot her contacts in the conmmunity.

APPENDI X |1

LI ST OF ORGANI ZATI ONS
Chi nese

Organi zation of Chinese Anericans (Pittsburgh Chapter)
Al bert Wang (President): 337-2362

Pittsburgh Chinese Church
931-4098

| ndi an

Hi ndu Jain Tenple
325-2073

Shirdi Sai Baba Tenple
823-1296/ 374-9244

Sri Venkat eshwara Tenpl e
373-3380

Spi c- Macay
Contact Carnegie Mellon G aduate Students Organi zation

Bengal i Associ ation
Korean Acadeny

| ndi an Students Associ ati on



Kor ean
Kor ean Associ ati on

Korean Central Church of Pittsburgh
Rev. Chung: 687-7775

Korean United Presbyterian Church
369-9470

First United Methodi st Church (Korean)

681- 4222
Rev. Ji nwook Jeong: 683-9791 (OFf.)

Japanese

Japanese Schoo
M. Ezawa (Principal): 422-4428

Japanese Soci ety
Ms. Shimzu (Secretary): 421-5159

Vi et nanese
Vi et namese Associ ati on
M. Coi Nguyen (President): 621-2271/682-7853
Syri an/ Lebanese

St. George Antiochian Othodox Church
681- 2988

Qur Lady of Victory Maronite Catholic Church
531-4234

Filipino
Filipino Organization of Pittsburgh
M scel | aneous

Asi an Wonen's Associ ati on
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