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| nt roduction: Conception and Evol uti on of Fi el dwork

The conception and execution of this ethnographic study
derives fromthe prem se that an ei ght-comunity region |ying
al ong the border of Allegheny and Westnorel and counties, near
t he confluence of the All egheny and Ki skim netas Rivers, has
figured promnently in the devel opnment of the rich cul tural
and industrial heritage of southwestern Pennsylvania--i.e.,
within the designated broader "Study Area" of the Steel
| ndustrial Heritage Corporation (SIHC). A native (though not
alife-long resident) of the region, | began with sone
rudi mentary know edge of the industrial and cultural resources
of the projected study area. MW field- work proposal
anbi tiously (and naively) projected to know everything--soci al
and cultural settlenent, industrial history, attitudes/val ues/
bel i efs about private vs. public space, the environnment,
living and forgotten traditions, etc. (see epic-length
proposal ) --about these eight communities in 30 days: Arnold,
New Kensi ngton, Creighton, Tarentum Brackenridge, Natrona,
Nat rona Hei ghts, and Braeburn. Alas, | must report that that
m ssion is unful filled.

Al t hough these communities are "organically" (via the
river) and historically/culturally |inked, my proposed study
area (as well as thematic schene) was admttedly too vast.
Upon initial consultations with the project director and a
fellow fieldworker, a decision was made first, to relieve ne

of Creighton entirely, and second, to divide, in sone way,



ei ther Tarentum New Kensi ngton and/or Arnold with ny
counterpart, Robert Metil, who was based across the southern
border of my proposed region

(Crei ghton/ Springdal e/ Harwi ck/ Cheswi ck). After conducting
sone initial investigation there, | handed ny contacts in

t hose areas over to ny coll eague. Regrettably, however, the
| atter portion of the proposed division of |abor never

occurr ed.

| proceeded neverthel ess as thoroughly as possible with a
survey of all of the communities in ny initial proposal,
excepting Creighton, but adding (upon the request of the
project director) Vandergrift as a community | would, at a
m ni mum "probe."™ Upon reconsideration and consultation, ny
fieldwork plan was thematically narrowed to a focus on
i ndustrial and social-cultural heritage. M objective was to
devel op an et hnographic portrait of an industrial region: to
gain a full understanding of the region's industrial
devel opnent, and, concomtantly, the cultural heritage and
living traditional/social activities spawned by the peopl es
who |ived and worked (and still do) in these communities.

In terms of procedural execution, | possessed a handf ul
of personal contacts in two or three of the comunities and
nmoved fromthere, sitting in barber shops, taverns ("beer
gardens"” as they are called by old-tinmers here), and the |ike
to gain nore information. | conducted extensive cold calls to

et hnic and soci al/industrial organizations in the area and was



able to gain invitations to several of these, several |eading
to fruitful interviews, sone |less productive. By the second
week of my initial queries, | had garnered enough | eads,
names, and events to explore that could have extended this
project long beyond its schedul ed conpletion date. | thus
submt this report feeling |l ess than confident about the
project's consummati on--some comrunities require further
inquiry, a few key individuals have not been interviewed, etc.
(See Section VI of this report.)

This survey is heavily weighted in favor of industri al
heritage/oral histories and away from expressive cul tural
tradition, a deficiency attributable both to the paucity and
obscurity of still-vital cultural heritage organi zati ons and
to insufficiency of time: a nunmber of good contacts for
cultural traditions were discovered too |late in the survey to

be included at this tine.

1. Overview Physical, Historical, and Cul tural Geography

Li ke much of sout hwestern Pennsylvania, the study region
is characterized by small hills (less than 1,200 feet above
sea level), valleys, and ravines caused by the erosive force
of numerous creeks and the two maj or waterways in the area,
the All egheny and Kiskimnetas rivers. Bull Creek (pronounced
"crick"” locally) enpties into the All egheny River fromthe
nort hwest at Tarentum That inportant confluence spawned

early Native Anerican settlement and in 1734 "Chartier's O d



Town, " before eventually incorporating as Tarentumin 1842.
Pucketa Creek enters the All egheny fromthe sout heast at
Par nassus, on the southern perinmeter of New Kensington
Di viding the counties of Arnstrong and Westnorel and, the
Ki ski mi netas River winds fromthe east through the comunities
of Apoll o, Vandergrift and Leechburg before enptying into the
Al | egheny just north of Freeport.

Steep cliffs rise fromthe Allegheny River on its eastern
shore, fromthe present-day Tarentum Bridge north to Braeburn.

South of the bridge the increase in elevation is nore

gradual, historically offering flat ground for the riverside
i ndustrial devel opnent of Arnold and New Kensington. Hills
gentle and old in appearance define the upper, residenti al
(and now commercial, as well) sections of New Kensi ngton
Arnol d, and the bedroom community of Lower Burrell. Likew se
on the west side of the river: in Brackenridge and Tarentum
gradual hills rise to the west around Bull Creek and small er
streans, with steeper cliffs to the southwest constricting the
i ndustrial and residential devel opnent of Creighton and the
former G assnmere. Hollows marked by small streans and
scattered housing energe fromthese hills into Creighton at
Freeport Road (old Rt. 28).

Natrona lies in the narrowest section of the west-side
river plain, with Natrona Hei ghts--the nost el evated conmmunity
in the region--lying high on a plateau overl ooking the Bul

Creek valley to the west and the river valley east. Finally,



situated approximately 12 mles east of New Kensington, the
community of Vandergrift epitom zes this pattern: a flat,
riverside industrial site with undulating hills gradually
increasing in slant and natural beauty--a setting which

provi ded the perfect raw material for the architectural firm
of Frederick Law O nsted to design a picturesque "workingman's
paradi se" in 1896. Eastern U.S. hardwood forest and dense
undergrowth common to this portion of the western Appal achi an
Mount ai ns are the predom nant vegetative features throughout

t he study region.

Originally an agricultural/trade conmunity centered
around the Logan's Ferry and Parnassus section near Pucketa
Creek, New Kensington (the "New' was only added when it was
di scovered that a Kensington already existed in the state) was
developed in the early 1890s by a group of Pittsburgh
capitalists who realized the advantages of the relatively
| evel |and on the east-bank flood plain of the Allegheny
River. Their Burrell Inmprovenment Conpany quickly sold lots to
Pittsburgh investors and within a matter of nonths nore than a
dozen industries--steel, glass, tin plate, flour, and planing
mlls anong them -enpl oyed nearly 5,000 workers. Anobng these
burgeoni ng factories, nost significant for the |long-term
devel opnent of New Kensington and Arnold was the Pittsburgh
Reducti on Wirks, site of the first comercial alum num
production in the United States. Established in 1888 on

Smal | man Street in Pittsburgh's Strip District, the Reduction



Wor ks was noved to New Kensington in 1891 and | ater renaned
t he Al um num Conpany of Anerica (ALCOA). Thanks to the
t echnol ogi cal ingenuity of an Ohio inventor named Charl es
Martin Hall, alum num production becane not only econom cally
vi abl e, but was the pivotal devel opnment in the growth of New
Kensi ngton and gave it the appellation, "The Alumi numCity."
O der English- and Irish-stock Americans and earlier
European inmm grants, primarily Germans, were the predon nant
cultural groups in New Kensington, as well as throughout the
region until around 1890. Beginning in the md- to
| at e- 1890s, however, great nunbers of Poles and Italians, and,
to a | esser extent, Russian Ukrainians canme to the New
Kensi ngton/ Arnold area, lured by the word of industrial jobs
passed by relatives and friends. These |ate-arriving groups
settled thensel ves throughout the | ower sections (between the
railroad tracks and the river) and m ddl e sections (gradually,
and then steeply sloping toward the east) of both New
Kensi ngton and Arnold. The top of the hill (along and to the
east of Freeport Road) was unofficially but unequivocally
reserved for nore well-established nmerchants and industri al
managers of English, Irish, and Scotch-Irish ancestry. German
and Irish famlies lived in the area along and above Kenneth
Avenue. By the early 1920s, African Anericans migrating from
the south established settlenents in the Logans Ferry area, as
well as a |arge and wel | -defined nei ghborhood in New

Kensi ngton, on 12th and 13th streets from Second to Fourth



Avenue.

Poles and Italians, along with a few Hungari an- and
African- Anmeri cans, were the predom nant groups em grating to
Vandergrift. They were drawn by the prom se of jobs at the
nearby Apollo Iron and Steel, purchased in 1895 by George G
McMurtry, a Scotch-Irish immgrant, who expanded its operation
two and one-half mles south in Vandergrift. MMrtry
envi si oned, and conm ssi oned the design of a picturesque
residential comrunity; Vandergrift was incorporated in 1896
with the follow ng settlenment pattern: Angl o-Saxons and
Scotch-lrish "on the hill," Poles and Italians below in the
downt own section, and Bl acks and Hungarians |ocated in North
Vandergrift (the latter two groups generally had the worst
jobs in the steel mill).

Si mul taneous to these devel opnents in steel and al um num
t he Chanmbers G ass Conpany in 1891 becane the industria
i fe-blood of what was New Kensington's Second Ward, unti
seceding to becone Arnold in 1896. Like Captain John B. Ford
across the river, Janmes Al exander Chanbers inported hundreds
of Bel gian and French gl assblowi ng artisans to work in the
pl ant. The Chanmbers d ass Conpany enpl oyed several thousand
peopl e, changing its nane to the Anerican W ndow G ass Conpany
in 1929 and continuing as such for several decades until being
purchased and renaned the American St. Gobain d ass Conpany.

At its peak, it was the world' s |argest producer of w ndow

gl ass and provided Arnold a sobriquet, "The Gass City," to
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conpete with its rival (alum num nother. The |ower part of
Arnol d surroundi ng the gl ass conpany resenbl ed a conmpany town,
with the "Red Row' conpany hones situated al ong Second Avenue
from Cherry to 14th streets, and a conpany store | ocated at
17th Street and Fifth Avenue. Further north along the river,
away fromthe industrial area, was the Valley Canp section,
seasonal |y but exclusively inhabited by upper- and
m ddl e-cl ass outdoor enthusiasts from Arnold and comunities
beyond.

On the northern side of the industrial sites, enbracing
virtually all of |lower Arnold and New Kensi ngton, the new
imm grants settled and built their homes, churches, and
fraternal organizations. |Italians built St. Peter's Roman
Cat holic Church on Constitution Boulevard (in 1944 noving up
the hill to construct the elegant M. St. Peter's on Freeport
Road), and every other group, it seenms, built their places of
wor ship on Kenneth Ave.--a street listed at one tinme (year
uncertain) by Guinness as having the greatest nunber of
churches in the world (eight). Roman Catholic Poles built St.
Mary's of Czestochowa; African Anmericans, the First Bapti st
Church; Irish Catholics, St. Joseph's; the Jew sh people, Beth
Jacob Congregation--all on Kenneth Avenue from Arnold to New
Kensi ngton. Syrians and a few Lebanese established a tightly
knit nei ghborhood in the area of 12th Street and built the
nearby St. George's Antiochian Ot hodox Church.

Et hnic and fraternal organizations ranged fromthe
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Soci ety of Black Masons to the Polish National Alliance on
Second Avenue to the Sons of Italy in downtown New Kensi ngton.

Italians also had the Umbria Club (restricted to i mm grants
fromnorthern Italy), the Knights of Colunbus, and the
Spartaco (Sportsnmen's) Club--all located in the sanme genera
nei ghbor hoods of | ower Arnold and New Kensington, within
wal ki ng di stance of the riverside industrial area. Faced with
pervasive prejudice and stereotyping, Italians were expected
to remain in "their" nei ghborhood: when Ms. Vera G nocchi's
father tried to nmove his groceria fromthe southern to the
northern side of Drey Street, English and Scotch-Irish--sonme
of whom were patrons in his store--bal ked. "Those
Italians...trying to cross the line," as she remenbers the
reactions.

As suggest ed above, glassmaking figured equally

prom nently in the industrial growth of Creighton, G assnere
(now absorbed by East Deer Township), and Tarentum across the
river. Until the 1890s, the portion of town now known as East

(or "real,"” as partisan residents called it) Tarentum was the
only formally settled section. Wien it was formally laid out
by Col. Henry Marie Brackenridge in 1829, Tarentum was a
sprawing river community enbracing | ands which came to be
separated out as Brackenridge and Harri son Townshi p (Natrona
and Natrona Heights). Consisting originally of German and

Scotch-1rish entrepreneurs and farners, the conmmunity in 1828

was given its econom c raison d etre by the passage of the
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Pennsyl vani a Canal (via the Kiskimnetas River) through the
center of town. As it had since the Indian trading days of
Chartier's Od Town, Tarentum continued to serve as a vital
crossroads community for the passage of commercial goods and
i ndustrial raw materi al s.

Whi | e wood, salt, and coal dom nated Tarentum s early
i ndustrial years, in the 1880s gl assmaking cane to be its
econom c |ifeblood, and consequently transformed the town's
cultural |andscape. Captain John B. Ford, a Scotch-Irish
i mm grant entrepreneur and founder of the New York City d ass
Conpany, had determ ned to construct a plate glass works in
the area, using the area's plentiful supply of natural gas to
fire the production process. |In 1882 Ford aggressively
recruited highly skilled Belgian glass artisans to work there
and to train the local work force in plate glass production.
Bel gi ans cane in great nunbers to West Tarentum and cane to
dom nate the southern-nost section of the town's west side.
In 1883 the newly renanmed Pittsburgh Plate G ass Conpany
succeeded in producing the nation's first plate gl ass.

O her glass works followed: Challinor and Tayl or
(tabl eware and cooking utensils), J.WE. WIlson (delicate
"pressed glassware,” closely resenbling cut glass or crystal),
C.L. Flacus (prescription bottles and drug supplies), Fidelity
G ass (mlk bottles), and the Atlantic Bottle Conpany (tobacco
jars and m |k bottles).

By the 1890s, small iron and steel foundries, along with
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glass factories in G assnere (a now absorbed community j ust
south of Creighton) as well as in the far northern section of
Tarentum (by then Natrona), were attracting Polish and Sl ovak
imm grants. Slovaks concentrated thensel ves at the northern
end of West Tarentum (on the hill overlooking Bull Creek),
with a few famlies settling in Brackenridge and Natrona.

Thus by the turn of the century, West Tarentum had been
transformed froma sparsely settled rural community of English
and German peoples (Johnny Bull and Germani an cl ubs had been
established in 1873) into a grid-like (although steeply
sl oping) concentration of predom nantly Sl ovak and Bel gi an
i ndustrial workers. For decades thereafter, West Tarentum was
referred to, pejoratively, as "Little Europe,” or "the
Catholic part” of town. East Tarentum-from Bull Creek
northeast to Bridge Street--was, for residents of the West,
"the Protestant side.” It was a stark demarcati on which very
much determ ned where churches, ethnic clubs, businesses, and
of course succeeding immgrants, would | ocate. Around the
same time, Slovak and Italian famlies also settled west of
Tarentum in the Bairdsford and Russelton areas, many worKking
in coal mnes and a few establishing small farns.

Prior to the 1880s, Natrona was prinme fl ood-plain
farm and i nhabited by a few Ilrish and German famlies, with a
smal | community of ("German") Poles as well. The |one
i ndustrial plant--and it was a notable one--was the

Pennsyl vani a Salt Manufacturing Conpany ("Penn Salt"), which
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had started salt-drilling operations in 1850. "Uncle Billy"
Smith, a local Tarentum bl acksm th whose technol ogi cal prowess
was instrunmental in Col. Edwi n Drake's successful conmercia
oil well in Titusville, also made the drilling tools that
resulted in the accidental discovery of oil at a Penn Salt
well in 1845. Smith is an obscure, but absolutely pivotal
figure in western Pennsylvania's industrial heritage. Penn
Salt then drew to Natrona a nunmber of German chem sts to
perfect the technol ogical and scientific operations of a full
| ine of chemi cal and soda products, including: liquid
chlorine, laundry and agricultural chem cals, refrigerants,
and a variety of alum nous materials. Penn Salt won first
prize at the Chicago Wrld's Fair in 1859.

In the latter part of the 1880s, a nunber of small steel
and iron works began to flourish along the river, forerunners
of what becanme All egheny Iron and Steel (later Allegheny
Steel, and then All egheny Ludlum Steel Corporation). 1In the
| ate 1890s, Pol es began streamng into Natrona to work for
Penn Salt and in the foundries, recruited and settled here by
two well-established Polish immgrants, "Big Bill" Rusiew cz
and Tom Korpanty, who were thereafter regarded as |ocal folk
heroes. Poles donm nated the southern end of Natrona (south of
Garfield St., described even today as "the Mason-Di xon |ine of
Natrona, " separating Poles from"the Sl ovak side of town"),
nearest the steel and iron foundries. Irish and Germans, with

Sl ovaks increasingly dom nant after 1890, settled in the
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northern end of the town, nearer the Penn Salt plant and snug
agai nst the hill where coalmnes also were in operation. At
its height, that section of Natrona (which means "salt" in
Greek) was essentially a conmpany town, with several rows of
wor ker housing on either side of Federal Street and a conpany
store at the corner of Federal and Bl ue Ri dge Avenue.
"Everything up to Chestnut Street was all Penn Salt,"”
according to Stanley Kam nski, a local resident and
know edgeabl e hi storian.

What canme to dominate the other end (and eventually all)
of the industrial |andscape of Natrona and Brackenridge was
Al | egheny Ludlum Steel Corporation (AL). For decades the
worl d's | argest producer of specialty steel products, AL ("the
mll," or, nost affectionately, "Uncle AL") at one tinme
enpl oyed nearly 10, 000 workers, 75 to 90% of whomlived in
ei ther Natrona or Brackenridge, within wal king distance of
their jobs. 1In the first decade of this century, Poles and
Sl ovaks joined the Irish, Scotch-Irish, German, and English as
t he dom nant ethnic groups enployed at AL.

Early union history, although not popul arly cel ebrated,
is deep here. Like the entire steel industry, AL was non-union
in 1919 when organi zer Fannie Sellins (who had known and
wor ked with Mot her Jones and Philip Murray) was cl ubbed and
shot to death while attenpting to rally m ners and steel
wor kers enpl oyed by the conpany to unite under the banner of

the United M ne Workers. She and fell ow organi zer Joseph



16

Strezl eski died on the "Ducktown" hillside of West Natrona
(near "the rock™ off Bluff Drive), victins of the Coal and
Iron Police. Eventually, after a resurgence of agitation and
a failed conmpany uni on, AL workers reorgani zed and in 1938
signed the first contract in the United States between the
newly formed United Steel Workers of America and a "little
steel” conpany.

Restricted geographically, Natrona could not hold all the
Pol es coming there and m gration expanded in the 1910s up the
hill to West Natrona ("Ducktown,"” so nanmed for the nmany ducks
rai sed and eaten by Polish famlies there). Ducktown was
settled al nost exclusively by Poles, with sonme Sl ovaks.

Further up the hill--called "the heights" |ong before it was
Nat rona Hei ghts--was a largely rural conmmunity of Scotch-Irish
and German cultural origins. Never the site of industrial
activity, Natrona Heights (and the nei ghborhood communities of
Birdville and Canpton which it enbraced) evolved into a
sprawl i ng commercial district and bedroom community of sorts
for sons and daughters of Natrona and Brackenridge steel

wor kers, whose |ives were increasingly disconnected fromthose
towns "on the flats."

As noted earlier, Brackenridge was originally part of
Tarentum and then Natrona (when the |atter seceded from
Tarentum). The community known for a time as "The Avenue," or
"“Avenue, PA" for its nost dom nant thoroughfare, Brackenridge

Avenue, maintained a distinct cultural identity and seened
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destined for ultimate i ndependence. One of the chief snal
i ndustries in town was Anchor Beer, |ocated on Sixth Avenue
(formerly Canal Street, one of the many still-extant place
names derived fromthe canal era). 1In 1901 the town fathers
of Natrona (primarily of Irish and German stock) began
threatening to enact a tenperance statute for Natrona
(possi bly a defensive nove against the tide of Poles). In
response, the section of town which included not only Anchor
Beer but a dozen or nmore taverns along Canal Street and the
Avenue, decided to secede as the borough of Brackenridge in
order to preserve its alcohol consunption and production
rights. (Tarentum too, had | ong been a "dry" town.)

The other industrial site of note is Liberty Mrror,
whi ch relocated from East Liberty in 1930 and at one tine
produced 75% of the nation's autonotive rear-view mrrors.
Today they manufacture a |arge variety of netal -and-gl ass
assenblies used in various industries.

Cul turally, Brackenridge becane a nore diverse,
pluralistic community than either of its adjacent neighbors,
wel com ng roughly equal nunbers of Italians, Slovaks, and
Russi ans. Soon after arriving, the vast majority went to work
in the fledgling steel and m ne works of Allegheny Steel. In
1919, in response to the union organizing effort at their
Brackenridge plant, officials at Allegheny Steel aggressively
recruited dozens of African American workers and famlies from

regions of the South to work (unbeknownst to them as
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stri kebreakers in the mll. The conpany constructed row
housi ng for these workers on Clay Street (later Fourth Avenue,
known as "The Street" by residents) in Brackenridge.
Eventually The Street becane an interracial, tightly knit
community of nostly steelworker famlies with a |ifel ong
attachment to their neighborhood.

Per haps because of this industrially contrived African
American settlenment, Brackenridge was nore tol erant of Bl acks
t han ot her surrounding conmmunities. Natrona had a statute on
t he books as late as the 1920s forbidding Black persons from
appearing on the street after seven in the evening. Unlike
life on "The Street,"” Tarentunis African American community
was strictly segregated "across the tracks" in the |ower
reaches of West Tarentum although a racially m xed comunity
of African Americans, southern European inm grants, Jews and
English cane to flourish in the Job's Hole area. For the nost
part, however, segregation ruled, as in the 12th Street
section of |ower Arnold and New Kensington. Even in pluralist
Brackenridge, as recently as the early 1970s, there was de
facto segregation in workers' taverns; "George Greek's place"
was t he notabl e exception, the one public facility which
served an interracial clientele.

Across the river to the east lay the small community of
Braeburn, originally part of the |and grant belonging to Mjor
Andrew Arnold (namesake of Arnold), but an area that grew up

separately fromthe "glass city." Its life was tied nore
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directly to the All egheny Valley Railroad which passed al ong
the eastern shore of the river beginning in 1855, through
Arnol d, New Kensi ngton and Parnassus. One 1903 sketch of the
area shows coal mning at the south end of Braeburn along the
shore across from Tarentum Farther upriver was Braeburn
proper, site of a railroad roundhouse and train station, and
nore significantly, Braeburn Steel, producing an assortnent of
all oy steels for tool products. By the early 1920s this
farm ng ham et, conposed fornmerly of English, Irish and
Ger mans, had been transformed into a steel -maki ng community
with up to 300 or nore mlIl jobs available to a now m xed
popul ati on of Slovaks, Italians and older, British-Isles stock
("Johnny Bulls"). The residential area nearest the
steel -making facility was the only level site in Braeburn, and

was unofficially reserved for "Johnny Bulls,” who were chiefly
t he managers of the m 1l or held other independent nmercantile
positions in town. Newer imm grants--chiefly Slovaks and
Italians--settled up the hill and into the narrow hol |l ow

ext endi ng back approximately one mle fromthe mill.

I11. Shifting/Current Settlenment Patterns

Unl ess stated here, settlenment patterns in all the
communi ti es have remai ned essentially unchanged. Several
devel opnents, however, are worth noting: African Americans
are now the dom nant racial/ethnic group residing in the

downt own/ i nner nost sections of both New Kensington and Arnold,
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between the railroad and the river. While the area east of
the tracks and west of Freeport Road ("m ddl e section”) now
consi sts of nei ghborhoods nore culturally heterogeneous, it
remai ns al nost exclusively white. Many of the sons and
daughters of Italian and Polish, Ukrainian, Lebanese, and
Syrian inmm grants have noved "up on the hill," either to
sections of New Ken along Freeport Road, out along the rura
areas of the Seventh St. Extension (Rte. 780), or, in greater
nunbers, to Lower Burrell. There are still significant
English, German and Irish/Scotch-Irish populations living in
t he upper sections of both comunities.

"Wayman Way," or "across the tracks," was a segregated
Bl ack community, devel oped around 1910 in the area of West
Tarentum between the railroad tracks and the river. It was
home to male industrial workers and femal e donestics, many of
whom had migrated from Peyton City, West Virginia, in search
of jobs. Not told by Allegheny Steel of the |abor troubles at
their mll, sone refused to cross the picket line as
strike-breakers in the infanous 1919 | abor strife that killed
Fannie Sellins and Joe Strezleski. Indeed, one story has
Fannie Sellins at Wayman WAy in 1919 urging residents not to
cross the picket line and to join the organizing effort at
Al l egheny Steel. Waynman Way was razed after WAl for
i ndustrial devel opnent, with Blacks fromthat original
community scattering throughout the valley but remaining

strongly attached to the church they had built for
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t hemsel ves--the Bethel A.ME. Church. A few African Anerican
fam | ies are now scattered al ong West Seventh Avenue.

"The Street"--the racially m xed, though predom nantly
Bl ack nei ghborhood of Brackenridge--was razed in the |ate
1960s for redevel opnment, dispersing African Americans to
various places throughout and beyond the valley--off Sardis
Road i n New Kensington, in the Shel don Park housing project of
Nat rona Hei ghts, West Tarentum and el sewhere in Brackenridge.

Simlarly, the tiny, racially m xed (though largely African
American) settlenent called Job's Hole, tucked into a hollow
at the sharp bend in Bull Creek just west of Tarentum proper,
was al nost entirely obliterated in the late 1970s by the
construction of the Allegheny Valley Expressway. Job's Hole
natives, though they remain attached by phone and i nfornal
reuni on, have scattered to other areas.

Not surprisingly, few of these displaced Black residents
nmoved to Natrona. That comrunity remains al nost purely and
ardently Polish, Slovak, Irish, and German. The " Mason- Di xon
line" of Garfield Street is now hone, ironically, to a few
African Anerican famlies, as is R ver Road, but Natrona
residents fiercely resist what they variously perceive as a
dangerous intrusion, or a dilution of white ethnic
honogeneity. Many, if not the majority, of Slovak, Polish,

I rish and German sons and daughters of Natrona, have noved "up
on the hill"/"up the (Natrona) Heights" or "across the river"

to Lower Burrell. This outward m gration has been the single
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nost profound devel opment in the devolution of Natrona: while
the overwhelmng majority of All egheny Ludl um enpl oyees before
the WANI era lived in either Brackenridge or Natrona, now | ess
than 10% reside "on the flats”". Mre than 100 busi nesses once
thrived in Natrona, now fewer than 15 serve Natrona's
popul ati on of aging natives and younger non-native renters.

Nat rona Hei ghts is possibly the npst heterogeneous
conmmunity in the region, with its original cultural base of
English, Scotch-Irish, and German now further m xed with
peopl e of Polish, Slovak, African, and Russian descent, mainly
younger refugees of older industrial areas. |t remains,
according to nost observers, "the npbst Protestant” and
seem ngly individualistic town in the area, with a paucity of

soci al and cul tural organizations.

V. Social-Cultural Life

A.  New Kensi ngt on- Arnol d

The sumrer nonths, quite obviously, are the time for the
key outdoor, comrunity-wi de social activities that take pl ace
t hroughout the region. Sponsored by the city's Volunteer Fire
Departnent, New Kensington's "Community Days" festival is held
during the | ast weekend in June. The event was originally
hel d downt own when the event began five years ago, but grew so
| arge and popul ar, say organizers, that it had to be noved to
t he New Kensington Menorial Park. The park is situated on the

periphery of the city limts on the picturesque banks of the
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Pucket a Creek.

Extrenely wel | -attended, New Kensington Comrunity Days
seens to draw crafters from nostly outside the
regi on-- Ukrai nian egg decorators from Murrysville, quilters
from Latrobe, for exanple--and features a variety of Anmerican
(and sone ethnic) foods, a children's petting zoo, and various
(nostly Anmerican popul ar) nusical performances. This is an
enor mously successful fundraising event for New Ken firenen
and seens to fill a social void for the greater (non
et hni c-specific) community, one created by out mgration,
increased nmobility, and the general nmovenent away from
traditional famly, church, and nei ghborhood ties. Arnold's
"Street Fair," held near Roosevelt Park at Drey Street and
Constitution Boulevard in m d-August, seens to performthe
sane social and financial functions, the principal difference
being its physical proximty to the heart of the conmunity.
Arnold also holds its Famly Day in |ate sunmer at Roosevelt
Park, with big-band nmusic, ethnic foods, and children's games
hi ghlighting that event.

Ot her simlar sumer events--a "Street Fair," "Festival
'93," and an "Alarm ng Weekend"--are staged by the three
volunteer fire conpanies in Tarentum Summt, Eureka, and
Hi ghl and Hose, respectively. Eureka's "Festival '93" was
clearly the | argest and nost successful, probably due to its

prime |ocation in Riverview Menorial Park.

New Kensi ngton and Arnold, as suggested earlier, are
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strong church-going communities, and much of their remaining
traditional life is bound to religious belief and
institutions. A Syrian Food Festival is held in md-My at
St. George's Antiochian Othodox Christian Church in Arnol d.
Sone of the foods prepared and offered for sale by
parishioners at this three-day event include the follow ng:
Syrian and Lebanese cheeses and yogurts, various breads,
stuffed grape | eaves, bread di ps made with chick peas and
olive oil and egg plant, taboul he-like sal ads nade wi th grape
| eaves and cracked wheat, and "Ki bbe,"” a raw neat delicacy.
Services at St. Ceorge's, fornerly said all in Arabic and
Latin, are still 1/3 Arabic, 1/3 Latin, and 1/3 English. Use
of Arabic is being phased out, however, with the aging of
Syrian imm grants. St. George's also holds a Syrian Picnic in
m d- Sept enber at the Veterans of Foreign Wars pavilion in
Lower Burrell.

At St. John the Baptist Catholic Othodox Church in New
Kensi ngton, Catholic Othodox Christians have retained a
strong spiritual sensibility that is nurtured by the regul ar
practice of traditional custons and rituals. Established by
Ukrai ni an and Russian imm grants a century ago, they are today
"not an ethnic church,” instead serving as a refuge for
"wounded Cat holics" and peoples of other ethnic groups.
Ethnicity is expressed chiefly in occasional use of Slavonic
| anguage in special services and in a Slavic Food Festival,

held for two days at the church during June.
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According to Father Paul Ziatyk, the cosnol ogical views
of the people begin fromthe prem se that "one's custonms nust
reflect something very neaningful” behind them It is a "very
religious world view," expressed in a rigorous church cal endar
of traditions: Elevation of the Cross with hymography and
procession, rooted in the first century; St. Phillip's Fast
with intense Advent preparation for Christmas; Ukrainian and
Russi an native Christmas caroling at hones of elderly and
shut-ins; Blessing of Water from pari shi oners honmes on
Epi phany, January 6; intensive, reverent fasting for Lent
climaxed by three-hour Easter vigil service which ends at 3 to
4 AM after which "we all go hone and enjoy sunrise feast™
with food bl essed at service; decoration of altar with green
branches 40 days after Easter; two additional sumrer fasts
(during which the people are strongly discouraged from
schedul i ng weddi ngs).

CASE STUDI ES: Polish and Italian Heritage in New
Ken/ Arnol d

The Polish community of New Kensington and Arnold, as it
has for over a century now, remains united around its church
St. Mary's of Czestochowa. Although not quite so rigorous as
at St. John's, there is at St. Mary's a simlar cal endar of
rituals tied to ethnic custom and religious belief: Christms
Eve traditional dinner and m dnight mass, with the opl atky
(thin bread wafers) passed around during mass; "Ponchki

Dance,” ("ponchki" are doughnuts w thout the hole) held the
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| ast Saturday before Lent; "Dingus Day," occurs the day after
Easter and features boys and girls, in a playful
gender/romantic ritual, dousing each other with water;

"Lament ations” during Lenten Season; a May Crowning for the
Bl essed Mot her perforned by the Sodality Grls; a candlelight
processi on service in October where parishioners forma
"Living Rosary"; services in August marking the feast day of
St. Mary of Czestochowa; and the bringing and bl essing of
flowers on the Feast of the Assunption. St. Mary's al so

mai ntains a strong parochial school next door.

"The people's |ove of God...God and Country...pulled them
through [hard times]...a quiet resistance"” of the Polish
peopl e has made them endure, here and in the O d Country,
not es Dorot hy Perdeus, a tradition-bearer of Polish-Anmerican
heritage at the church. "Anybody who thinks about the world
[today] will find joy in these traditions,” says Perdeus.

St. Mary's organi zes a Polish Day Picnic every August, a
hugel y popul ar event featuring Polish nmusic by Robert Jezewski
and The Merrynmakers, Polish beer and foods--pierogi, halushk
(cabbage and noodl es), hal ubki (stuffed cabbages), and Polish
dancers from Pittsburgh. This event is held at the VFW
Pavilion in Lower Burrell.

Italian-Anerican heritage is maintained through a nunber
of visible and vital organizations, events and individuals.
Italian Day, staged two weeks after Polish Day at the same

venue, is also enornmously popul ar and features an outdoor mass
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and Italian foods and nmusic. The Spartaco Club, |ocated al ong
the river in Arnold near the fornmer |ocation of American St.
Gobain G ass Corporation, was organi zed to pronote various
traditional recreational and sportsnen's activities in the
Italian-Anerican community. Menbers still participate in
weekly bocce ball tournanments, in addition to regular hunting
and fishing outings and "towel bingos,"” a popul ar regi on-w de
variation of bingo in which winners take hone towels. Very
occasional ly, older nmenmbers join in a round of traditional
Italian song and nmusic. The wonen's branch of the Arnold
Unbria Club (northern Italy descent only), though small in
nunber (50 and decreasing) is still active and gets together
occasionally to prepare "tagliolini"™ (w de noodl es) anong
ot her group donestic activities. The Knights of Col unmbus,
Loggia Italia Redenta, Sons of Italy, Sons of Col unbus, and
the Italian Daughters of Anerica all are viable organizations;
t he Kni ghts of Colunbus and Sons of Italy maintain buildings
and strong soci al nenmberships.

The spiritual centerpiece of Italian-Anmerican heritage in
these two communities, and one of New Kensington's true
architectural |andmarks, is Mount St. Peter's Church on
Freeport Road in New Kensington. This highly ornate building
was constructed in 1944 fromthe Mellon Mansion in the Oakl and
section of Pittsburgh, when that structure was dismantled. A
smal | but dedi cated group of parishioners currently works hard

at researching and preserving the history of the structure,
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and produce a quarterly publication, The Barque, recounting
hi story and tradition in the church. Anthony and Vera
G nocchi, ny Italian-American informants, give tours of the
church with great pride to interested nmenbers and groups in
t he area.

Among the many cultural and religious traditions still
carried on at M. St. Peter's: a 13-week-long Novena to St.
Ant hony, el aborate processions marking various feast days
t hroughout the year, a dramatic visit by St. Nicholas to the
children in church every Decenber 6, an el aborate "My
Crowni ng" out in the church courtyard, paying reverence to the
Bl essed Mot her, and the "Pilgrim Madonna,"” a ritual involving
the i n-hone honmage and passage of an ornanmental statuette of
Mary by parishioners. The host/hostess of the Madonna invites
wor shi ppers to come nightly for one week to say the rosary
before the Madonna noves on to the next hone.

There is a quilting group recently formed by the wonmen of
M. St. Peter's Church. They convene regularly during the
cool nonths, and occasionally sell their work (I saw them at
the New Ken Community Days Festival). (The inter-ethnic
Al l e-Kiski Valley Senior Citizens Center in New Ken al so does
quilting.) There are donestic forns of Italian artistic
expression, as well: Ms. Gnocchi, for exanple, does |arge
and delicate enbroidery work; this craft, along with nuch
Italian cooking and baking, comes fromher father's artistic

sensibility, she says.
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On the heritage of imm gration, Anthony and Vera G nocch
say this: "We appreciate ...and admre (greatly)" the
sacrifices of the em grating generation. "Com ng here

with nothing but their faith, w thout know ng the | anguage,

the culture, etc...[you] can't say enough about what they all
did...not just the Italians--all inmmgrants.™

The G nocchis described their efforts to maintain the
sense of fam |y upon which they grew and were nurtured. "W
gave our children roots and wi ngs," notes Vera G nocchi, and
now, "We have every plan AT&T offers!”™ The children remain
interested in famly, church, ethnicity, history, and
tradition, requesting that the parents bring and make them
speci al ethnic foods when they visit, and that the speci al
prosciutto neal be on the table at Christms. She discussed
at sonme length the ritualistic, rhythm c nature of seasonal
foods in her famly's past, vestiges of which she carries on:
"Not hi ng goes to waste...one season |eads to the next."

It should be noted that, although fewer in nunber than
when Vera G nocchi's father operated his store, the
nei ghbor hood "Mom and Pop" groceries are still prevalent in
Arnol d and New Kensington. Still operating are Spezanno's,
Mazziotti's Bakery, Fazio's, and Costa's; all specialize in

the preparation of Italian-Anmerican foods.

Ot her New Kensi ngton/ Arnol d Soci al -Cultural Traditions

Et hni c- - Regi onal but with a strong base in New Kensington
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and Lower Burrell: Allegheny-Kiski Chapter 73 of DANK, the
German Anerican National Congress, was organized in January
1991 to "teach the German | anguage and culture.”™ This is a
vital and growi ng organi zation with 200 nmenbers whose i nterest
in heritage preservation extends beyond the bounds of their
own German ethnicity. Don Stoffel described the organization

as a "bridge-builder,” and offered the follow ng exanple: at
the group's "October Fest,” they will feature the "Pas Sl ovak
Ensenbl e,” a Slovak vocal group from Sw ssvale, along with a

core of German nusici ans and dancers recruited fromw thin the

region. One ethnic group other than Gernman, he says, will be
invited every year. In the same cross-ethnic spirit, the
group arranged for a multilingual series of readings for

Pent ecost Sunday at the Sacred Heart Church in Tarentum the
traditional German church in West Tarentum (one reading in
German, the second in Slovak, and other spoken verse in
Italian). The October Fest will feature German nusic (brass
bands and a nen's choir), as well German foods, including:
strudel s, "beenenstisch" (al mond-flavored cake topped with
honey), and tarts. DANK also, as per its stated m ssion,
conducts German | anguage cl asses at various |local schools, and
offers a $100 award for the top graduating student.

In the summer, there are regular opportunities for Poles
and Slovaks to engage in lively pol ka dances. These are
festive occasions, held at Legion Halls or VFWs in New

Kensi ngton or Lower Burrell. Many aging residents have fewer
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opportunities for ethnic dance because, according to Eddie
Mack, their children and grandchildren prefer disc jockeys for
the current generation of weddings. Thus the elders | ook
forward to those community pol ka opportunities that are still
avai lable: "1'd rather dance than eat!" says Mary Tonko of
Natrona. These dances usually feature Bob Jezewski and the
Merrymakers.

Cccupati onal -- Al |l egheny Vall ey MORA (Men Over Retirenent
Age) Club includes a significant proportion of ALCOA retirees.

The MORA Cl ub, which also includes retirees from All egheny
Ludl um and Pittsburgh Plate G ass, gets together regularly for
bow i ng and other |arge social events. ALCOA itself has a
25-Year Club which exists to reunite former al um num workers
at banquets and picnics held at |east annually. For gl ass
wor kers, there is the Annual Anerican St. Gobain Reunion held
at the Spartaco Club every July. [NOTE: See the 1993 report
of a study conducted by Anerica' s Industrial Heritage Project
for nore information on ALCOA history and the heritage of
al um num wor kers. ]

Communi ty--Pi cni c nei ghborhood reuni ons of forner
residents of the Valley Canp and Val |l ey Heights areas of New
Kensi ngton are held annually. Literally covering the walls of
the Arnold Minicipal Building are hundreds of old phot ographs
chronicling Arnold's past. Arnold's Menory Walls are frequent
obj ects of the residents' nostal gic gaze.

Rel i gi ous--Revi val s sponsored by the African-Anmerican
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churches, Baptist and Methodist, are held in | ate summer and
fall. These are region-wi de and churches take turns hosting
the event. Revivals feature spirituals and gospel nusic,
charismatic preaching, and traditional African-Anmerican foods,
i ncl udi ng: barbecued ribs and chicken, "greens" (Il eeks,
mustard, collards, etc.), and chitlins (pork intestines). A
gospel radio station based in New Ken reaches the
African- Aneri can community throughout the Valley.

B. Tarentum

Envi ronment al / Conmuni ty--As suggested earlier, the river
has |1 ong been a traditional source of recreation for residents
from Tarentum and t hroughout the region. Frances Magoc, a
former Brackenridge resident, remenbers the river of the 1930s

as "our private swinm ng pool." Though not nearly as popul ar
as it once was, Braeburn Beach still attracts swimers on hot
sunmer days.

Richard Esler is a retired PPG managenent enpl oyee whose
"true profession is a poet." Esler has published 14 books of
poetry and prose, nuch of it inspired by and centered on the
Al l egheny Valley. His work is both historical docunentation
and fol kloric text, describing the course of mmjor events and
traditional life in communities along the river. Mich of his
prose has an environnmental ethos about it and offers a
strongly regional "sense of place.”

Wal king and sitting in Riverview Park are tine-honored

summer rituals that have survived the devol ution of the nearby
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East Tarentum busi ness district. Boating and fishing remain
popul ar environmental /recreational activities for |ocal
residents. Indeed, with the cleanup of the river and the
creeks over the past two decades, fishing seens nore popul ar
t han ever: Opening Day of trout season finds the banks of Bul
Creek and Little Bull Creek lined with anglers; small boats
with anglers dot the Allegheny River daily throughout the
sunmmer nonths. Walks "up the crick™ on hot summer days, with
swimm ng stops in Job's Hole, is a tradition that remains
sonewhat alive. Although not investigated in this survey,
deer hunting--as is true throughout Western
Pennsyl vani a--renmai ns a sacred, nostly macho, tradition. Folk
pl ace names (beyond those previously nmentioned) include:
"Hunky Alley," named for the many Sl ovaks who filled the
wor ker housi ng established on Conroy Way in the first decade
of this century; "Job's Hole," named for the | egendary
teanster Job (the story varies as to the color of the man)
whose horse went into a deep hole while crossing Bull Creek at
its Little Bull Creek confluence and was never seen again.

Gar deni ng--"Everyone had a garden in West Tarentum
...there was friendly conpetition anmong nei ghbors for the

ni cest flowers, the biggest zucchini,"” notes Wayne Kl ens.
Al t hough not the dom nant ritual it once was, gardening--
fl ower and vegetabl e--remai ns a serious passion for nmany
residents of Tarentum and throughout the study region. Berry

pi cking (bl ackberries and bl ack raspberries), although in
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decline as well, is still enjoyed by residents able and
willing to search (patches are fewer since the intrusion of
the All egheny Valley Expressway). Sone traditionalists

continue to make jellies fromthe berries (Pauline Arnold even
makes violet jelly.)

Food preservation in general is still carried on,
al though certainly not to the extent it once was. Tonmatoes,
pears, and peppers are anong the foods grown, processed, and
preserved by locals (nmostly wonen). This is a traditional
activity that seenms rooted both in "old country” rural life
and in "making do" through the |ean years of the G eat
Depression. "Nothing ever goes to waste" is a phrase repeated
again and again by gardeners and food preservers throughout
t he regi on: conposting and seasonal, ritualistic food
preparation seemto reflect a region-wi de circular cosnol ogy
froma pre-nmodern era, though often suppressed by the dom nant
culture (see Burtner House interview, anmong others).

Nei ghbor hood reuni ons are held (albeit irregularly) by
former residents of the obliterated settlenent of Job's Hol e.
Community firemen's fundraising fairs (discussed in the
previ ous section) remain popul ar events. Children's street
play, while until recently officially outlawed by an arcane
ni net eent h-century ordi nance, has | ong been a pastine of West
Tarentum children. Anong the ganmes played in back alleys and
mai n streets: football, baseball, and, nore recently, hockey,

along with traditional ganes |ike "hide and seek,"” "kick the
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can," and "rel ease the beldruni--neither the etynology nor the
spelling of the latter is clear to ne, but the ganme revol ves
around the "capture" of players by opposing teans in two

desi gnat ed areas.

Skip Culleiton's local postcard collection is a real
treasure, several hundred i mges chronicling and recalling the
past of Tarentum and other |ocal communities. Bob Lucas al so
mai ntai ns a vast photograph/ postcard coll ecti on.

Et hni c/ Rel i gi ous--The Sl ovak Heritage Associ ati on was
formed by several parishioners of St. Clenment Roman Catholic
Church in West Tarentumin 1992 for the purpose of pronoting
the preservation of Slovak | anguage and culture. Provoked by
the current, sonmewhat contentious nmerger of St. Clenment with
Sacred Heart-St. Peter (which fornmed Holy Martyrs Parish), the
organi zation has held one full year of successful |anguage
classes and is interested in expanding its activities to
i ncl ude sone kind of ethnic food and nusic/ dance festival
(see the Recommendations section in this report).
Church-centered, the group also pronotes the continuation of
Slovak tradition at St. Clenment, including at |east one Sl ovak
song at every mass, and the Procession of the Risen Christ at
the Easter Vigil mass. The Jednota Club, the "First Catholic
Sl ovak Union," maintains a viable social nenmbership and
fraternal |ife insurance program

For the famly of Stephen and Frances Magoc, Fam |y

Reunions remain a vital living traditional activity. The
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Unhrics, the maternal side of that fam |y, has remai ned
extrenely close and recently held its 53rd annual reunion,
growi ng | arger and stronger every year. \Where once Sl ovak
music filled the air at this event, those who speak and can
sing the | anguage are di m nishing in nunmber; now, the
princi pal expressions of ethnicity are the foods on the table.
Softball ("mushball" as it is still called by sone) is a
featured recreational activity at this reunion, though one
reserved for the nen. The Magocs, paternal side of this same
fam |y, were once held together geographically in the same

nei ghborhood of the Bull Creek Valley, but were scattered in
the early 1970s with the com ng of the All egheny Valley
Expressway. Their regular festive gatherings became a thing
of the past. Five years ago, however, they began reuniting
annually in an attenpt to recapture that famly spirit.

Et hni ¢ foods (including hal ubky, halushky, pierogi, and krupy)
and a photograph display of the old days are features at this
event; a pledge was made this year to try and relearn and
teach the younger generation a few Sl ovak songs for next

year's event.

CASE STUDY: Annual Corpus Christi Sawdust Carpet Display
Hel d at Sacred Heart-St. Peter's worship site of Holy Martyrs
Parish, this event recently sawits 50th year. Originally
derived fromthe Black Forest of Germany, the ritual was

brought to the German congregation at Sacred Heart during



37
World War Il by local priests. It is truly a dazzling
cultural/artistic expression involving considerable
preparation and participation. First, key organizers gather
ni ghtly for one week in advance of the event to neticul ously
dye--in dozens of bright colors--several hundred pounds of
sawdust. Then, early on the norning of Corpus Christi Sunday,
thirty or nore groups, nostly parish famlies and extended
fam lies, gather in the church parking lot to begin the
construction of their individual carpets. One person wll
draw in chalk an outline of their carpet design; inmages cone
fromfuneral card and cal endar pictures, Christnmas cards, or
sonetimes from someone in the group itself. One sonmewhat
controversial carpet design at this year's display, put
t oget her by one conciliatory parishioner at St. Clenment's,
synbolized the merger of the two churches, an issue |ess
resol ved for some than for others at St. Clenent.

After the image is laid out, group nmenbers fill in the
spaces with a variegated and sonetines spectacul ar conbi nation
of colored sawdust. The carpets are formally laid out in a
| ong path fromone end of the parking lot to the other, and
occasionally (and lightly) watered down to preserve them for
the duration of the day. Towards twilight, an indoor mass is
held (this year featuring one German hymm), ending with a
processi on of priests, altar boys, the choir, and the Knights
of Colunbus in full robes. Consecration of the "body of

Christ" (Corpus Christi) at a highly decorated altar at one
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end of the carpets concludes the cerenony.
The Carpet Display was initially carried out solely by
the nmen of the parish, who would nmeet nightly for weeks
bef orehand at the nei ghborhood Belgian Club to plan the event.
In the early 1970s, after some quiet agitation and increased
peri pheral participation by a few women and children, they,
too joined in the design and | abor of the carpets. Although
the event is now perceived nore as a famly affair, there is
sone di scussion afoot to return patriarchal control to the
pari sh Men's Cl ub.
At any rate, the parish greatly anticipates the feast of
Corpus Christi for reasons that have a ot to do with "famly
and tradition,"” as Dave Kuniak put it. "There aren't many

things like this...that mean sonething and are rooted in the

past...left in the world today," said Marilyn Huey, another
event organi zer. "It's a denonstration of faith,” notes Skip
Cul leiton. "You sacrifice, you do all this hard work and it's

torn up at the end of the day. Yet you're striving in your
work to eventually see God."

* * *

The Bel gi an Club, organized at the turn of the century by
Bel gi an gl ass workers recruited by Captain Ford, remains a
vi abl e social, though no | onger ethnic, organization with sone
vestiges of traditional activity. |Its slogan enshrined on the
front of the building, "Fraternite Miusicale Belge," reflects a

musi cal tradition that was expressed for decades in nusical
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group/ orchestral conpetition anong Bel gi an and ot her ethnic
clubs in the region. Although that no | onger exists, another
tradition fromthe club's early years remmins: the raising and
racing of hom ng pigeons, a tradition club president Wayne
Kl ems specul ates derives fromBelgian rural folk culture. The
West Tarentum Uni on Eagle Hom ng Club remains active, keeping
their pigeons in cages in the basenment of the Bel gian Cl ub,
and attending races in various places within and outside the
region.

Homecom ng Weekend for the Bethel African Methodi st
Epi scopal Church, held every August, is a special event in the
life of a once geographically centered church. Fornmer nenbers
of the congregation return fromas far away as Texas and

Okl ahoma for this "famly reunion,” for famly is how the
menbers of the church perceive thenselves. In its 14th year,
t he Homecom ng Weekend draws nore then 125 people and features
church services, gospel singing, a picnic with traditional
foods, and children's ganes.

Ot her rituals at the Bethel A.ME. Church (and the Bl ack
community at |arge) include "Watch Night"--New Year's Eve when
a neal of spicy pork and greens is prepared as a hopeful
synbol of good luck for the com ng year. Oher activities at
Bethel A.ME. include: a rigorous Sunday school and Bible
School program daily hot |lunches prepared for the children,

and m ssionary visits fromoutside the region--all vestiges of

anot her tinme when the Black churches ("the only thing we
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really owned," recalls Ruth Johnson) were the spiritual and
soci al center of the Black comunity, in Tarentum and
t hr oughout the study region.

Most German famlies in Tarentum maintain vestiges of
their traditional Christmas cel ebration, including the |eaving
of straw in shoes for the Dutch Santa, who replaces the straw
with goodies on Christms norning. Bayberry candles are |eft
burning in the wi ndow as a synbol of welcome for stray
travelers, special breads (nut rolls, poppy seed rolls and
strudels) are made as well every Christmas; pork and cabbage
are prepared for New Year's Eve.

OCccupational --Regrettably, | uncovered few living
expressions of Tarentum s inportant industrial heritage (no
gl assbl owers, for exanple); nostly what | found was in the
real mof historic preservation: the Tour-Ed M ne, a |ocal
tourist site located on the outskirts of Tarentum and operated
by Ira Whod. Visitors are led deep into a coal m ne shaft
where they are provided a history of mning in the region,
after which they tour the mning nuseumfilled with various
| ocal artifacts fromthe industrial era. At the Museum of the
Al I egheny Valley Historical Society in East Tarentum there
are exhibits illustrating the rich history of glass and
alum num These are artifact-rich displays, which beg
expansi on and greater social-cultural interpretation. There
are al so nodels of salt and oil wells and other industrial

artifacts scattered about the nmuseum Per sonal bottle
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coll ections reflecting Tarentuni s gl assmaki ng heritage are not
uncommon anong i ndi vidual residents. Bob Lucas has painted a
nunber of nural-size inmages recalling life in Tarentum from
Shawnee tinmes through canal days.

C. Brackenridge

CASE STUDY: Annual Reunion of "The Street”

When Al |l egheny Ludlum recruited African Americans from
the South to work at their m Il as strikebreakers, the conpany
constructed a row of houses al ong what was first known as Cl ay
Street, then Fourth Avenue in Brackenridge. To residents, it
was al ways "The Street." Life on The Street was "nice, very
nice," recalls Eunice Wal ker, a fornmer resident. Contrary to
t he segregated nature of public facilities elsewhere in the
Val | ey, Blacks and a mnority of Whites (who cane |ater on)
co-existed happily in this insular neighborhood, irrespective
of color. Men and wonen shared conmon public bathroom
facilities at either end of the settlenment, their children
pl ayed together, and they worshi pped at a conmon Bapti st
Church which AL also built for residents. Life was close,
seemingly a world apart: "I don't knowif | can express to you

how cl ose we were on The Street,"” recalls Dennis Wl ker, a
former resident. So close, in fact, that dozens of natives of
The Street--sone comng fromas far away as Texas--still get

t oget her annually for a day-long reunion to share nmenories and
try to pass on "that feeling of community...that |ove for one

another" to their children. "We still see it in our mnd's
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eye," Dennis Wal ker told ne.

Al ways wel | -attended, The Street Reunion features a
phot ograph col lection and the victuals of the African Anerican
conmuni ty which Euro-Americans in the nei ghborhood had cone to
enjoy as well: barbecued ribs and chi cken, greens, ham hock
wi th bacon, chicken- and pig s-feet, and bl ack-eyed peas (the
|atter, along with pork and sauerkraut, is a New Year's good
luck favorite anmong African Anericans).

Communi ty/ Envi ronnent al - - The annual Fourth of July
Fi rewor ks Di spl ay, sponsored by the Pioneer Hose Vol unteer
Fire Conpany, is so revered an institution that when it was in
danger of cancellation for lack of funds this past sumrer,
resi dents and busi nesses responded generously and
ent husiastically to save the event. Residents from
Brackenri dge, Tarentum and all of Harrison Township cone
together in backyards and in Riverview Menorial Park (which
ext ends through Brackenridge) to watch the display. Firenen
occupy a revered place in comunity consci ousness throughout
the region. That hallowed niche was further enshrined in
Decenber 1991 when four firemen fromHilltop Hose in Natrona
Hei ghts were tragically killed fighting a Brackenridge fire.
They have been nenorialized with four dogwood trees and a
pl aque in the Brackenridge section of Riverview Park that
honors war veterans. This area is now the site of an annual
commenor ati on on the Decenber 20 anniversary of the fire.

Just across the street, the American Legi on bingo, held
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weekly at the Legion building, is an enornmously popul ar event.

Next door one finds another popular summertine ritual in
Brackenri dge, the barbecuing of ribs and chicken at JT' s

Par kvi ew Tavern. Swi mm ng, boating, fishing are popul ar
river activities in Brackenridge as well as in Tarentum
Qut door sporting activities are formally organi zed at the
Oregon Hunting and Fishing Club, a socially exclusive group of
out door ent husi asts.

Team sporting events have |ong been a staple of community
life throughout the region, and the baseball fields at Dreshar
Stadium in Tarentum and Brackenridge (on the border of the two
conmmuni ties) synmbolize that tradition. The riverside stadi um
continues to host Little League baseball and "mi dget" and
hi gh-school football ganes. The Allegheny Ludlumfield,
situated in the shadow of the mll, likewise is the site of
ni ghtly sumer basebal |

Et hni c/ Rel i gi ous--Revivals are held at the end of every
sunmmer at the Shiloh Baptist Church and feature charismatic
preachi ng, gospel song, and traditional African American
foods. The First Church of God continues its |ongstanding
religious rituals: the Washing of the Saints' Feet and a
reenact nent of the Lord's Supper on the Thursday preceding
Easter Sunday, and baptism by i mmersi on.

Italian-Anerican heritage in the borough is maintained,
at least nomnally, at the Integrity Lodge. Organized in 1935

under the auspices of the Italian Sons and Daughters of
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America "to pronote the ideals of American citizenship,” the
club maintains an active social nmenbership not restricted to
persons of Italian descent. They hold an annual summer

picnic featuring Italian foods and nusic, and sponsor a bus
trip to Italian Day at Kennywood Park in Duquesne. Dileo's,

an Italian corner groceria on Ninth Avenue, specializes in
homemade Italian foods and retains a faithful clientele.

As is true throughout the region, Italian, Rusin, and
Slovak famlies neticulously maintain flower and vegetabl e
gardens, and grow trees and shrubbery in their yards with the
utnost | ove and care. As one Brackenridge Italian-Anerican
told me, "You can always tell a man by the way he keeps his
yard. "

Cccupati onal --The Pensioners of United Steelworkers of
America Local 1196, operating fromthe union hall on
Brackenri dge Avenue, organize an Annual Summer Picnic and a
Fal |l Banquet. Horseshoe pitching, bingo, and story-swapping
are the principal activities at the picnic. Local 1196 al so
hosts a | arger banquet in the fall at Laube Hall in Freeport
Park. Fornmer enployees of the Bar MI| departnent at AL get
together every fall at the White Star in Freeport to share

stories over dinner and to | ook at ol d photographs.

CASE STUDY: Industrial Lore at All egheny Ludl um
Conversations with retired AL steel workers reveal a

richly fascinating and significant industrial heritage. From
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Fannie Sellins lore to | egendary tales of men with superhuman
strength, stories of steel mlIl |ife abound and workers seek
out opportunities to recall their experiences. One sees
retired workers sitting alnost daily throughout the sumrer on
the Sycanpore Street bench in Natrona, in the shadow of their
former enpl oyer.

Joseph Fal ensky, for exanple, speaks proudly of a work
ethic which runs across ethnic and racial lines and is still
expressed in the retired |life of many steel workers: "Joe don't
loaf, see . . . it was a hard life in them days but we ate.

We took care of each other. . . | worked in three or four coa

mnes in West Virginia (when work was non-existent at AL

during the Depression). . . . | was a "Junbo" (one who worked
too hard, pushed his co-workers). . . . | wasn't afraid to
work. | still work. . . . | do ny own |lawn with a handnower
and | don't use electrical/nmechanical tools, see. | get down

on ny hands and knees and use hand clippers (to trim hedges).
| do things by hand. . . . No, | was a workin man all ny
life."
Anot her current enpl oyee (now president of the union
Local 1196), Tony Sl onkoski, spoke of life in "The Butcher

Shop, " Number 11 Departnent, where scores of nen (including

his father) lost linmbs and a few lost their lives. (This may
be the source of the dubious sobriquet applied to the mll by
one informant, "Agony Steel.") Inspired rather than repelled

by his father's experience, Tony went to work in the mlIl and
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continues to work toward the strengthening of his dad's union
and the preservation of |abor history throughout the region.

Variations on the traditional "Man of Steel" | egends,
while not plentiful, can be found. Dave Stewart reports with
awesonme wonder the tale of his father doing one-handed

chin-ups fromthe end of a crane hook seventy-five feet in the

air. My Dad woul dn't take an easy job (not just sayin' this
'cause he was ny dad)...he was the strongest nman | ever saw in
my life. |1 don't believe they make men |i ke that anynore.

He would lift the front of a car up with one hand.” There are

tales of a |legendary strong man from Duckt own who could lift a
two-ton box of scrap steel off the ground; and of "Big
Shovel ," who used the | argest shovel available to |oad the

open- hearth furnaces.

D. Harrison Townshi p: Natrona/ Natrona Hei ght s/ Duckt own

Et hnic/ Religious--Still revered by the Slovak and Polish
people of the entire region, the ethnic nusic of Eddi e Mack
"brought a |l ot of pleasure to the hearts"” of inm grants and
their famlies. Mack is retired now, his nusic available only
on the six albuns he recorded with his band. Bob Jezewski of
Nat rona Hei ghts, however, seens to be carrying on that
tradition quite well, with frequent appearances around and
outside the area (he was in fact out of the area for an
ext ended period when | belatedly "di scovered” himand sought

hi mout for an interview).



47

The Slovak Hall in Natrona, after nearly closing a decade
ago, is stronger than ever financially with a |arge soci al
menbership. Wiile the days of Slovak vaudeville dramatic and
musi cal performances are |ong gone, Margaret Jancech, the
daughter of one of those performers and current president of
the Hall, is determ ned to keep Slovak heritage alive in
what ever ways she can. Duck-pin bowing | eagues and an
occasi onal Slovak song fest are remmi ning vestiges of
tradition/ethnicity at the hall, although Ms. Jancech sees
conbining energies with the Heritage Association at St.
Clement to orchestrate an ethnic festival of sonme kind as a
real possibility. She greatly nmourns the |oss of Slovak
traditions at St. Matthias, previously the Slovak Catholic
Church in Natrona but now merged and stripped of its ethnicity
by the diocesan reorgani zati on.

Just outside of Natrona Heights in Butler County's
Buf fal o Townshi p stands Pal ko's Bar, a nondescript buil ding
(with not even a sign to mark it) constructed with wood from
the old Washi ngton Hotel in Natrona, but whose nore
interesting cultural features are inside. On the walls are
epi c-size nurals depicting rural life (Slovak and local, it
seens, nobody knows) painted by an unknown Slovak artist in
1933 when the bar first opened. There are frequent and
i nformal nusical performances by | ocal guitar and banjo
pl ayers, and ads for turtle soup on the bulletin board. Frank

Pal ko, long-time owner of the bar, once hosted religious
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education classes for Slovak children fromrural areas who
couldn't attend St. Clement or St. Matthias (in Tarentum and
Natrona, respectively). This is a rural neighborhood pl ace
reeking of tradition.

The Polish National Alliance in Natrona, four generations
old, is another still-vital ethnic organization. Certainly it
is "less ethnic" than it used to be, with a | arge, young
soci al nmembership of frequent drinkers and the ethnic dances
only a nmenory. Still, there are remmants of Polish cultural
roots: 60 fraternal nenbers who subscribe to the PNA's
val uable life insurance policy; and one extended fam |y that
still rents out the large dining hall for their wigilia, or
Christmas Eve Dinner, a traditional activity confined to the
home for nost Poles in Natrona. Only certain dishes are
all owed for this meal and no one is permtted to eat anything
until the first star in the sky is visible. Fish and soups,

i ncluding "Szczaf," a sourgrass soup still made by a few ol der
wonen, are features at this ritual neal

Ot her aspects of Polish heritage still viable in Natrona
include two other fraternal organizations, the Polish Roman
Cat holic Union and the Kosciusko Club, visited nostly by ol der
women and nen, respectively; finely manicured fl ower gardens;
and the preparation of "czarniena," a duck soup made with the
bl ood of duck. This is a delicacy in the folk culture of
Natrona Poles and indirectly gave West Natrona its sobriquet

of Ducktown, as many peopl e rai sed ducks to make the soup in
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their backyards. Sabotka's in Natrona, one of the |ast
nei ghbor hood grocers serving Polish people in the area, still
offers the ingredients needed to prepare czarniena.

I n Ducktown itself, Polish residents are fighting
tenaciously for the preservation of their heritage as it is
mai nt ai ned at their church, OQur Lady of Perpetual Help. They
are currently involved in litigation to roll back the merger
of their parish with the Irish/German church in Natrona
Hei ghts, which is much | arger and nore "honobgeneous, "
according to Joseph Stokwi sz, a Polish nmenber of Qur Lady of
Perpetual Help and a | eader in the current struggle. Custons
and religious rituals they believe are at risk of being | ost
t here include: the Ponchki Dance before Lent, Polish nusic,
Lament ati ons during Lent, Christmas Eve m dni ght nass with
Polish carols, oplatky (comunion wafers) broken in church
and an Easter sunrise service with a "Risen Christ" carried
around the church by an el der.

Communi ty/ Envi ronnent al - - Community Days was organi zed
annually in Natrona from 1976 until 1990 when Freddy Skwi reg,
the inspirational and organi zational force behind the event,
passed away. This was a hugely popul ar event, which all owed
the ethnic and other clubs in town to open their doors to the
public (each one taking a different night) and to cel ebrate
both community and ethnicity in high-flown fashion.

Partici pants someti mes went round-the-clock with ethnic foods,

dancing, a firenmen's "battle of the barrel,"” and consi derable
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drinking. Community Days was narked each year with a materi al
monument of some kind in "the Square,"” | ocated on Pond Street.

For exanmpl e, one year the schools and churches were honored
with a plaque, another year Penn Salt paid for a granite salt
barrel with an inscription. There is great interest in
revitalizing the event: the Anerican Legi on Post 48, one of
t he remai ni ng organi zati ons of some vitality in Natrona,
hosted a very successful one-day event this sumer as a "test

run" for future endeavors; plans are underway to expand it for
1994.

Al'l of this and nuch, nuch nore is reviewed in Louis
Chernan's recently conpl eted docunentary vi deotape history of
the town, "Renenbering Natrona." Produced solely for the
pur pose of "tryin to make 'em (especially the children of
Nat rona who are no longer living here) feel how inportant this
town was at one tinme," according to Chernan. Chernan includes
in the video shots of paintings done by Frank Jagodzi nski, a
Natrona artist and life-long resident whose
i npressi oni st-style work depicts Pennsylvania Canal and Penn
Salt days in the town. Produced with great |ove, "Renenbering
Natrona" will hopefully becone nore than an artifact of the
past (see Recomendati ons Section).

German and Irish traditional rural life is
institutionally preserved by the Burtner House Restoration

Society, along with their nanmesake--an early

ni net eent h-century farnmhouse designated as a Nati onal
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Hi storical Landmark. The Strawberry Festival and Fal
Festival are the key social/fundraising events for the group
and feature honemade foods and traditional dress by caretakers
of the house, some of whominclude Burtner descendants. M
interview with the Burtner House wonen provides an interesting
study in gender roles, the work ethic, and wonen's roles in
hi storic preservation and the mai ntenance of traditional rura
val ues and traditions in an increasingly suburbani zed
| andscape.

"That's Pennsyl vani an,"” noted Pauline Arnold, referring
to an apparent regional tendency to see sonething one |ikes
but rather than buying it, to go home and build a replica from
menory. Her husband "can fix anything” and they have taught
their children that they can "do anything"--a conmmonly
expressed sentinment | heard throughout the valley across
racial and ethnic |ines.

El sewhere in Natrona Heights, there is a spring Arts
Festival held annually at Harrison Hills Park, and gatherings
of various groups, sone apparently nusical, at the
Tarentum Pi ttsburgh Canmpground. "Singing festivals"” (by whom
| could not ascertain) are held each Sunday and Wednesday
eveni ng during July and August at the canpground. Bl essed
Sacrament Church holds a Parish Festival, with small anusenent
ri des, ganes for children and various foods. At the end of
the sumrer, the Natrona Hei ghts Plaza shopping center invites

non-profit social and religious organizations of all stripes
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to sell baked goods and other itens at its Good Nei ghbor Day

Sidewal k Sale. Finally, "the spring,"” |ocated on Argonne
Drive between Natrona and Ducktown, continues to draw | oca
residents to its cold pure spring water as it has since human
habitation of the area. Township officials have warned in
recent years of the spring's possible deleterious inpurities,
but residents have had i ndependent nedi cal anal yses conducted
as reassurance of its benign nature.

E. Vandergrift--My probe into this comunity invol ved
principally a lengthy interview with Clyde Floyd, who was a
fornmer steelworker at US Steel, a know edgeabl e | ocal
hi stori an, a woodwor ker and cl ockmaker, and a terrific
storyteller.

Since the founding of Vandergrift, the Fourth of July has
been the focal point of comrunity celebration. Fireworks and
a three-day Community Heritage Days (featuring crafters,
et hni ¢ foods and dance, bingo, etc.) are the key festivities.

Not being able to attend, | can report nothing else on this
event, other than to note that its 1995 celebration will be
the | argest ever, marking the town's centennial year. There
is a video history in the works for 1994 in advance of that
event, being produced by G eg Renmpel Productions. Finally,
| have |l earned that former enployees of the Vandergrift
Mur phy' s store have recently gotten together for a reunion.

F. Braeburn--Again, the chief inquiry here was a

fascinating interview with a former resident and enpl oyee of
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Braeburn Steel. Andy Piecka, like other steelworkers from
ot her communities, continues to do sone of the sane kinds of
work he performed at the mll, only at honme. He fashioned a
metal grill and other iron and steel products for his hone,
and he maintains a | awmnnmower repair business in his garage.
He I ongs for a local revival of Slovak gymastics, of which he
was once instructor at the |ocal SOKOL Cl ub.

Ot herwi se in Braeburn, there is a Strawberry Festi val
sponsored by United Methodist Wonren in July at the Braeburn
Met hodi st Church. There is a store (rarely open in summer)
call ed The Heritage Shop which ought to be investigated.

Ri ver activities remain popular: there is a small marina
on the shore of the river facing Jack's Island and a snack and
bait store maintained in the sanme place. An interesting
Braeburn [andmark is the St. John Bosco Roman Catholic Church,
a spin-off fromM. St. Peter's, serving Braeburn's
I talian-Anmerican comunity.

Footnote on Ford City: Wth the PPG plant about to close
down, it seens to be a prinme opportunity to help that
communi ty rebound enotionally by helping to preserve its deep
gl ass industry heritage. A M. Engler of Ford City has
written a book on Ford City history and "does" Captain John B.
Ford for school groups and various |ocal organizations.

H.  Additional Thematic Connections Anong Communities

Many of these have already been noted in individual

community sections. Belowis a summary in list form with a
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few additions previously not noted:

1. Garden culture remains particularly strong anong
Polish, Slovak and Italian ethnic groups.

2. Blessed Mother (of Jesus Christ) Gottoes, adorned
with flowers, are found throughout the valley, with an
especially strong concentration in "Catholic parts” of
comrunities.

3. Food preservation activities and rituals, coupled wth
a pre-nodern environnmental /conservation ethic was noted by
virtually every ethnic group--German and Irish, Slovak,

Pol i sh, Anglo, and African.

4. Socially viable ethnic organi zations with vestiges of
ethnic tradition are found throughout the Valley. (Belgian
Cl ub, Slovak Hall, Jednota, Integrity Lodge, Polish National
Al liance, etc.).

5. Hunger for a revitalized ethnic pride is being
expressed in new organi zational activity, and there seens to
be renewed determ nati on anong sone groups to hold on to their
fraternal organi zations as |long as possible, in whatever
ethnic-diluted form One also sees this regeneration of
ethnicity in the enthusiasm which greets visitors fromthe old
country: Not noted in above section, this was recounted to ne
by three different ethnic groups: the (Slovak) Magoc famly in
1991 sponsored a spirited wel com ng cel ebration for a
Sl ovaki an cousin at the Jednota Club in Tarentum conplete

with ethnic music; a nephew of Joseph Stokw sz in Ducktown was
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overwhel med with the attention and cel ebrations offered him
upon his visit in 1992; and M. and Ms. G nocchi who hosted
an Italian Cardinal from Rome, strengthening their already
deep religious faith and ethnic sensibility.

6. Volunteer Firenen's Community Fundraising Festivals

7. Ethnic Heritage Days--Polish Picnic, Italian Day,
Syrian Picnic, COctober Fest--organized by New Ken's ethnic
groups, held in Lower Burrell, serve the whole valley.

8. African-American Religious Revivals

9. Boating, fishing, and hunting

10. Industrial Heritage/ Wrk ethic--noted anong every
occupational group in every conmunity.

11. Video Histories--already executed in Natrona and New
Ken, there is one in the works for Vandergrift. A videotape
hi story of the Corpus Christi Sawdust Carpet Display at Sacred
Heart Church in Tarentum has been made as well. There is talk
of a Tarentum vi deo docunentary.

12. Paintings and other Visual Expressions of Collective
Menory--Richard Nitowski, a retired school adm nistrator from
Harri son Townshi p, has rendered a series of paintings
depicting America's mlitary experiences; these hang at The
Ameri can Legion-Post 48 in Natrona and at Natrona's PNA
Robert Lucas's painting of the Shawnee arriving at Bull Creek
hangs in the upstairs children's roomof the Public Library in
Tarentum  Frank Jagodzi nski has produced numerous paintings

of Natrona during canal days and at the peak of its industrial
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power. As noted earlier, there are paintings of rural scenes
at Pal ko's Bar in Buffalo Township done by a Sl ovak i mm grant
nore than 50 years ago. The large nural circa World War |1 at
the Alle-Kiski Valley Museum depicting mlitary, industrial
and honme front scenes is a real gemin need of sone
restoration. Also, there are the walls of photographs hangi ng
in Arnol d' s Minicipal Building, and nunmerous personal

col | ecti ons of postcards and photos.

V. Cul tural Heritage |Issues of Concern

A. Ethnicity and Religion

If the attitudes of tradition-bearers are any neasure
(and surely they nust be), the nmost dynamic living cultural
expressions--particularly those with deep | ocal roots
associated with the churches--seemto have a bright future in
these communities: Vera and Tony G nocchi are extrenely
confident about the maintenance of religious and ethnic
heritage at M. St. Peter's Church, as well as through the
staging of Italian Day. Dorothy Perdeus at St. Mary's of
Czestochowa echoed that sentinment on the future of Polish
traditions in New Kensington. Likew se for the maintenance of
ritual and customat St. John's Orthodox Catholic, German
American culture and | anguage as preserved by DANK, the
Sawdust Carpet Display at West Tarentum s German church
Homecom ng Weekends of the Bethel A.ME. Church in Tarentum

and the Unhric/Magoc famly reunion tradition centered in
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Brackenridge and Tarentum These all appear to be secure,
sacredly held traditional activities with a long |ife ahead.

Ot her events and institutions have futures | ess certain:
the Wal ker famly in Brackenridge feels rather certain that
The Street reunions will become a thing of the past within
anot her decade or so, as nore and nore folks with a direct
connection to that nei ghborhood pass on. Poles in West
Natrona, faced with a bitter church nmerger and the | oss of
ti me-honored traditions, are in an anxious and defensive node
while they cling tenaciously and proudly to the ethnicity
"al |l owed” them by di ocesan "revitalization." Slovaks in
Natrona are perhaps nmore angry and | ess hopeful, for they have
been given even Il ess roomfor ethnic expression in their
church. The nerger conbi ning Poles and Sl ovaks into one
parish in Natrona has only reignited and exacerbat ed
century-old tensions, suspicions, and prejudices between these
two groups. For their part, Natrona Poles seem nore resigned
to the inpendi ng changes and cannot understand the outrage of
the Slovaks ("selfish,” "self-centered" are adjectives | heard
two Polish persons use to describe the Slovaks).

In West Tarentum the nmerger involving Slovaks at St.
Clement with Bel gians, Germans, Irish, and Italians at Sacred
Heart-St. Peter has not erased Slovaks' | ongstanding
perception of discrimnatory attitudes directed at them by
Sacred Heart parishioners. Though they took it as an affront

to their cultural dignity, it was not surprising to the
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Sl ovaks at St. Clenent's when in the 1960s the Sacred Heart
school was closed by the diocese and the parishioners of the
|atter refused to send their children to the Catholic school
operated by "those Hunkies.” Ironically, the nerger has
reinspired a defensive ethnic sensibility among Sl ovaks.

Di scrim nation against African Anmericans has been
previ ously noted but should be updated here. It is said in
Natrona that the only thing the Poles and Sl ovaks are together
on is their antipathy toward Bl acks. Together, they continue
to resist the "intrusion" of African Americans in sonmetines
horrific ways: in the spring of 1992, Beau Cannon, a
l4-year-old African Anerican from New Kensi ngton, was badly
beaten in what was wi dely acknow edged to be a hate crine; the
i ncident pronpted the establishment of an All e-Kiski council
on human and racial relations. It is needed, and not only in
Natrona: Ku Klux Klan graffiti and Confederate flags, al ong
with retaliatory messages by Bl acks, are visible throughout
t he area.

At any rate, because of racismand a strong sense of
racial solidarity, "a degree of cohesiveness [anong Bl acks
t hroughout the valley] will always be there.” This group
sensibility is maintained, despite the geographical dispersal
of African Anmericans throughout the valley. Pockets of
exclusively Black communities do remain--at the MII| Street
housi ng conplex in Tarentum in nost of downt own New

Kensi ngton and Arnold residential areas, in well-defined areas
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of North Vandergrift, and in Shel don Park of Natrona Hei ghts.

Regrettably, however, say African informants, what is |acking
in these areas is the unity, the sense of extended fam |y that
used to exist in the Black conmmunity; neighbors having carte
bl anche to show one's children "manners," respect, val ues.
That sense of cl oseness and reliance upon traditional
institutions (church, famly, elders, and neighbors) for
acculturation is largely gone, sonmething very nmuch regretted
by ol der African Anericans. Despite racial solidarity, the

Bl ack community in general has |ong been nore open than the
sout hern Europeans to racial intermarriage and to
"honogeni zati on" of cultural traditions, e.g., there is a |ot
of crossover in food preferences anong area Bl acks. The
churches remain a strong force for African Anmericans, though
not the social and spiritual center they once were.

Several informants expressed their concerns over what
they perceive as the loss of their [ ocal newspaper. The
Val | ey News Di spatch, although still locally published, is
owned from outside the region and is now nuch | ess focused on
| ocal communities than it was years ago. Reasons for this go
wel | beyond the scope of this project, but that attitude seens
to reflect a hunger--expressed throughout this inquiry--for a
return to traditional fornms and institutions of conmmunity
life, one of them being a "real |ocal paper.™

Except for the Polish Day Picnic and other occasional

cel ebrations, Poles in Natrona and Ducktown see little
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connecti on between thensel ves and Polish heritage in New
Kensi ngton/ Arnol d. Likewi se, Italians from across the Valley
and beyond m ght attend Italian Day and the Spartaco Cl ub, but
for the nost part, see little connection with New
Kensi ngton-Arnold Italians (who generally do see thensel ves as
a community). German-Anericans are interested not only in
regi on-w de preservation of their ethnic heritage, but
commtted to a healthy spirit of cross-ethnic cooperation.
Syrian and Lebanese peopl es of New Kensington, although marked
by differences in immgration history and other concerns,
remain rather tightly knit in the celebration and nmai ntenance
of cultural and religious tradition through St. George's
Church. The Catholic Othodox religious comunity has
di ffused itself throughout the valley, with various ethnic
groups establishing their own churches in various places.
Church festivals provide opportunities for region-w de
reunions of famlies, many of whom have their religious roots
at St. John the Baptist, the nother church. Saint Vladimr in
New Kensi ngton (Ukrainian) and Sts. Peter and Paul in Tarentum
(Rusin) are both Byzantine rite, but are quite distinct
communities. (The latter is the only Catholic Church in East
Tarentum having been built near the east-west border fairly
recently.)

Expressed throughout nmy interviews are the strong
religious beliefs amng Roman Cat holics of various ethnic

origins; those remain a comon source of strength as several
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churches struggle through reorgani zation. The Catholic
Orthodox faith has remained true to its rigorous cal endar of
rituals which require discipline and are inmbued with a deep
sense of spirituality; there is a sense anong Ot hodox people
t hat Roman Catholic churches, in an effort to maintain
congregations, have conprom sed on the practice of their faith
and made things too easy (giving up, for exanple,
| ongstanding religious traditions and cul tural custons).

Bl ack churches, though they do not fill the central role they
once did in African Anerican life, are still vitally

i nportant; Bible Schools, Sunday Schools, and religious
revivals, though less rigorous than in a previous era, remain
inportant religious institutions. Declining congregations
were noted by several Black church | eaders as cause for
concern in their communities.

In contrast, the merger of Catholic churches in
Duckt own/ Nat rona Hei ghts and West Tarentum has created the
probl em of congregations that are too | arge and that do not
share the same religious culture. Polish parishioners at Qur
Lady of Perpetual Help conplain that incom ng nmenbers of their
newl y nerged parish do not share their sense of reverence and
duty toward God and the church. These concerns were al so
noted by the Slovaks at St. Clenment vis-a-vis Sacred Heart
pari shi oners, who, they say, cone |ate and | eave early, stand
in the back of the church during nass, don't support their

church nonetarily, etc.
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B. Occupation

Econonmi ¢ concerns of unenpl oyment, underenpl oynment,
decl i ning wages, and the threat of reduced pensions are nearly
uni versal across the region. African Anericans, Slovaks,

Pol es, Italians, Germans, Rusins, and Ukrainians all spoke
with one voice on this issue--the present age is a far cry
fromthe days when ALCOA and All egheny Ludl um each enpl oyed
nearly 10,000 workers, and other steel, glass, and iron

wor kers nunmbered in the tens of thousands combi ned. This
expl ains the great reverence in the community and anong

wor kers for AL managenent, which still enploys 2,700 workers
and remai ns the econom c pul se of the northern end of the
Val l ey. Automation at AL has been both a curse and a

bl essi ng, although nmost informants weigh in toward the latter:
AL is, after all, one of the few large industrial enployers
remai ni ng, precisely because they have reinvested in new

t echnol ogi es.

Interestingly, there is overall nore blanme than synpathy
directed toward the striking workers at Pittsburgh Plate d ass
in Creighton, in spite of the fact that PPG this sumer nade a
decision to close down its Ford City plant, the economc
i fe-blood of that community. Though not universal, there is
a sense anong residents in the region that the workers in
Creighton are "cutting their own throats" and ought to settle
for whatever managenent is willing to provide. Ohers

(i ncludi ng sone union locals of other industries) express
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union solidarity and bitterness and resentnment toward
managemnent .

The union | ocal at AL, though significant in |abor
hi story and once quite mlitant, is currently in a nore
passi ve node, ready to acknow edge conpany managenent nearly
as much as the union as the key to their job security. (It
is, they acknow edge, nmanagenent and not the union, which
provi des reinvestnent.) Though AL once paid a |large
settlement to Black workers in a class action discrimnation
lawsuit, that is apparently an issue of the past only.
Current union nenbers in the |ast contract expressed
solidarity with their forebears, giving up a percentage of
their wage increase in order to allow pensioners to receive
t he schedul ed cost-of-living increase in their pensions.
Managenent, says Joe Fal ensky, cal culates that "we don't make
one nickel for them anynore,” and thus feels free to cut their
benefits. Indeed, that is one of the large issues at stake in
Creighton (see Rob Metil's Ethnographic Survey).

Work conditions and safety at AL, though vastly inproved

from generati ons ago, are always a concern. "Every job in
that mlIl is (still) dangerous,” declares Tony S| onkoski .
Stories of mll accidents, many fatal, abound in my oral

hi stories of m |l workers.

There is a |latent sense, sonetines expressed in these
sane stories, that the work ethic anong steelworkers is not

what it once was. While this certainly may be the natural



64
nostal gic prejudice of a retired generation, the decline in a
strong and disciplined work ethic was a concern | heard across
the region--fromfarnmers and rural wonen to steelworkers in
Vandergrift and Braeburn. Conversely, however, when ethnic
groups tal k about inportant values to their cultural heritage,
a strong work ethic is one of the first words one hears, and
they remain hopeful about it in that sense ("M people work
hard and al ways have").
C. Fam |y/Community
Thr oughout the region, a sense of resignation donm nates
t he di scussion over aging comrunities and the need for
children to | eave in search of better enpl oynment
opportunities. "Wat can we do? They go where they have to
go," is the typical response. Ms. Gnocchi's "roots and
wi ngs" is an apt metaphor. Children who do | eave, it seens,
stay in close touch with famlies and have in recent years
devel oped a new sense of ethnic pride connected to this place.
Some informants reported to ne that they knew of i nm grant
chil dren who, once enbarrassed by their ethnic nanmes and
havi ng changed them have gone back to their famly nanes.
In terms of the integrity of the community, the follow ng
i ssues and concerns were comon throughout the region: a | oss
of safety--"you can't |eave your doors unl ocked for a m nute
anynore" (in many cases this issue had racial connotations); a
general decline of individual pride (reflected in the

degradati on of backyard appearance, a |eadi ng exanple);
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personal responsibility (increasing nunbers of welfare
recipients "loafing"); l|aziness of the children/addiction to
popul ar entertai nnent (seen in the difficulties this sumer
experienced by high schools in recruiting high school footbal
pl ayers--a stunning and sonmewhat al arm ng devel opnment in this
sports-crazed area); and perhaps above all, a reliance on the
aut onobil e and tel evision as sources of famly and conmmunity
fragnmentati on and obsessive individualism

D. Environnent al

| experienced a conflict myself with one individual boat
owner |ast summer over public v. private access to the
ri verbank, an encounter which pronpted an inquiry and
sati sfactory response fromthe borough of Tarentum (there is
in fact free public access to the riverbank area fl anking
private docks!). In general, the rivers are wi dely accessible
to the public. One finds, for exanple, elevated parks and
pat hs down to the shoreline in Tarentum and Brackenri dge,
steps | eading to Braeburn Beach areas, a marina in Tarentum
for boaters, etc. By increasing pedestrian traffic, the
borough of Arnold is attenpting to reclai man abandoned and
unsafe riverside park near its forner industrial section, and
generally to revitalize riverside recreation.

The rail bed of the Allegheny Valley Railroad in Braeburn
is in the process of being converted over to hiking trails,
and offers great potential as a natural recreation site.

Braeburn residents do feel isolated in their area, though nost
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seemto prefer it that way; they are fearful of runors of
private condom ni um mari na devel opnent al ong Braeburn's
shoreline. Most are confident that those plans will not, at
| east soon, cone to fruition.

"As long as you seen snmoke comn' fromthat mll, you had
food on the table,"” Stanley Kam nski told ne. That is a
typi cal remenbrance of traditional attitudes toward any
envi ronnent al degradati on caused by regional industrial
activity. One gets the feeling that the tradeoff of cleaner
air and water is felt with sone anbival ence by ol der
residents, who renenber the region as an industrial powerhouse
with environmental /health effects that one sinmply accepted.

Not everyone accepted them so easily, however. Richard
Esler's adoration of the Allegheny River valley is coupled
with a strong conservationist ethic, one that makes him | ess
t han confi dent about planetary ecol ogical survival. And two
Polish women in Natrona expressed to nme their |ongstandi ng
grievances with All egheny Ludlum Steel and m || workers
t hensel ves. Mary Tonko of Natrona rail ed about having al ways
mai nt ai ned spotlessly the inside of her home, her front yard,
and even the street in front her hone on Bl ue Ri dge Avenue,
only to have the heavy snoke from Penn Salt and AL soil her
house, and the workers | eave personal trash and scraps of
steel lying about. This is an interesting line of concern
whi ch, | suspect, mght well fall along gender lines, if one

were to fully investigate.
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There is surprisingly little concern expressed over the
del ayed cl eanup of one old industrial site in Harrison
Townshi p. The ALSCO Park Superfund site, left over from nore
than a century of (nobstly) Penn Salt and All egheny Ludl um
dunping, is scheduled to be cleaned soon and, at | east
currently there is little concern over it. (I understand
there was nore outrage when it was first revealed a few years
ago that ballfields were knowingly built on top of a toxic
dunp.) The Babcock and W I cox nuclear site in Apollo
provi des an interesting conparison; residents there are up in
arnms over the deliberate speed and suspect nethods of waste
cl eanup. In general, though, residents here | ong ago
reconcil ed thensel ves to the environnental costs of

i ndustrialization.

VI . Recommendati ons

A. Interpretive Public Programm ng

One of the key regional institutions engaged in historic
and cultural preservation--the All egheny-Kiski Valley
Hi storical Society and its Museumin Tarentum-is in need of
rejuvenation, clarification, and possible expansion of its
vision. Currently, industrial/mlitary history dom nates
museum exhi bits; there is little to be seen of the Valley's
richly textured cultural heritage. The current president and
board acknow edge these deficiencies and are determ ned to

begin the revanping and restoration of their building (a
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treasure in itself, exenplified by the hallway nural and
art-deco architectural features) and to nove in the direction
of community-oriented programm ng. Society |eadership woul d
i ke technical assistance in restoring the hallway nural and
the art deco interior of the ballroom Anmong the other needs
is a serious attenpt to support the activities of the
still-viable ethnic and fraternal organizations working to
mai ntain their heritage. There is a striking paucity of
i ndustrial workers and nenbers of ethnic organi zati ons anong
t he | eadership.

The mlitary history contained in the museum s "Hall of
Honor" (a |l arge, art-deco style, war nenorial ballroom could
be augnented with materials fromthe various ethnic groups and
the patriotic spirit expressed by their participation in
American wars.

It seens al so that the Society could support an effort to
conplete a series of videotape/photographic histories of
Val l ey communities. Tarentum Brackenridge, Arnold, Braeburn,
Saxonburg, Ford City, Creighton, and G assnere are anong the
towns neriting a visual portrait simlar to those recently
conpl eted on Natrona and New Kensington. Even the videotape
on New Kensington is just 32 mnutes |long and could be
expanded significantly. |[If the response to Lou Chernan's
Natrona history is any indication, people fromall of these
communi ties would respond enthusiastically to such

productions. They would find them cathartic in the face of
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rapid social and econoni c change, in addition to whatever role
they mght play in the construction of a useable past.

Postcard and extensive personal photograph collections,
home novi es, newspaper archives and fascinating oral histories
abound t hroughout the vall ey, and ought to be incorporated
into these visual and narrative portraits.

Anot her option would be to create an Et hnographic
| ndustrial Heritage film docunmentary, tracing the vital role
t hat various ethnic groups played in the course of this
region's significant contributions to national industri al
hi story: the first alum num and plate gl ass production, the
first "Little Steel™ union contract, the world's |argest
specialty steel maker, Fannie Sellins, etc.

Al t hough estranged fromthe Historical Society, Bob Lucas
will be an integral figure in whatever comes about in the area
of historical and cultural preservation. Hi s vision of the
public menory is an inclusive, collective one, although his
Tarentum Hi story and Landnmarks Association is oligarchic in
organi zational structure while doing sonme val uabl e
preservation work. Lucas speaks of Wal ki ng Tours of
nei ghbor hoods as sonet hing he (and Lou Chernan, anpbng ot hers)
woul d |Iike to organi ze.

Et hnic Heritage Festivals--Italian, Polish, and Syrian
peopl es have a strong tradition of orchestrating these events;
Germans are about to pull off their first ever; SIHC ought to

do whatever it can to support the efforts of the Slovak
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Heritage Association to organize a simlar effort in either
West Tarentum and/or Natrona. There is great prom se and
energy behind the idea, there are sone hunman resources
(musi ci ans, | acemakers, cooks) avail able; technical/
net wor ki ng assi stance (e.g., putting themin touch with
regional tradition-bearers--Slovaks dancers, crafters) and
organi zi ng expertise are primarily what is needed. Sl ovak
gymastics used to be a vital part of the |ocal ethnic
heritage--could it be revived? (Andrew Piecka is available).
Li kewi se, the Slovak vaudeville troop from Natrona (the

Jancechs) coul d possible be rejuvenated in some form

For West Tarentum another possibility is to orchestrate
sone kind of photo collection/ethnic foods event that woul d
i nclude individuals, organizations, and churches of all ethnic
groups fromthat side of town--including African Americans,
Bel gi ans, Irish, Italians, and Germans. | believe there would
be strong support for this from Bel gian Cl ub nenmbers, Jednota
Sl ovaks, the ethnic churches, and that it m ght nove those
groups toward a better understandi ng and appreciati on of one
anot her's comon heritage.

Students attending the area's principal institution of
hi gher education, Penn State University in New Kensington,
ought to be given an opportunity to explore their own place
and cul tural background. A course in Regional Folklife seens
to be an obvious way to invite individuals to connect

thensel ves to their roots and to institutionalize the
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expl oration and cel ebration of cultural and industrial
heritage throughout the region. Simlarly, elenmentary and
secondary schools ought to be encouraged to devel op
progranm ng around industrial and cultural
heritage-dramati zati ons of key events, sections of history
courses, guest speakers are anong the possibilities. School
progranm ng i s sonething in which Jim Thomas of the Historical
Soci ety has a great interest; Clyde Floyd in Vandergrift is
avai | abl e, anxi ous, and quite able to becone involved in
public speaking on industrial heritage. M. Engler's Captain
Ford dramati zati ons ought to receive greater visibility beyond
Ford City, since Ford and the glass industry played such a
central role in the entire region's industrial history.

Nei ghbor hood reuni ons are occasi onal existing events
whi ch could be replicated in other areas. Natives of Stieren
Street in Brackenridge and the Bull Creek Valley in Tarentum
for exanple, marvel at the gathering of "The Street"” people
and long for a simlar sort of occasion for thensel ves.

Leaders of the Anerican Legion/Post 48 and the Polish
Nati onal Alliance are rejuvenating Natrona Community Days and
this event ought to be supported.

A wal ki ng tour of Prospect Cenetery, oldest in the
Val | ey, ought to be conduct ed. Such a tour has been
consi dered by the Tarentum Geneal ogi cal Society, which has
done extensive study there. A wal king tour of Natrona m ght

include: Penn Salt remmins (conpany store, worker housing),
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sone of the old shopping areas which Lou Chernan calls the
"first shopping mall" (Center Street, which ought to be the
centerpiece of any econonmic revitalization for this town), the
pl ace where Leon Czol gosz grew up (the man who assassi nat ed
Presi dent MKinley), churches, the Fannie Sellins nurder site,
and nmore. There is a lot of history in this town, and,
unfortunately, an equal amount of resignation about the
future. Still, there are a nunber of individuals conmtted to
preserving the past, that if a vision of how that fits
econom cally into the future could be offered, | believe the
community could be nade to believe. Harrison Township
(Natrona- Natrona Heights) politics m ght be problematic, but
not insurnmountable in revitalization efforts. (Talk with Rich
Mlito about this.)

There is an extensive collection of historically
significant materials--e.g., union contracts and phot os--at
the USWA Local 1196 Hall in Brackenridge. President Tony
Sl onkoski would like to see them catal ogued and preserved in a

| ocal or regional industrial heritage nmuseum of sone ki nd.

VI11. Bibliographical Essay

The following nmaterials are located in the New Kensi ngton
Li brary: A vertical file on New Kensington and Arnold (and
ext endi ng even to Harmar) history, including newspaper clips
descri bing mning disasters, sporting events, inpact of wars

and ot her broader historical events upon the |ocal community,
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centenni al cel ebrati on books, an organi zational directory
dating to 1986, and various other niscellaneous material.

Also in the New Ken Library are Mnsignor Fusco's M. St.
Peter's Church, a 1944 book published (locally by the diocese)
just after the building of the new church, several |ocal
cookbooks, and various bound famly histories.

The Community Library of Tarentum hol ds copi es of
anni versary histories of Tarentum Brackenridge, Harrison
Township (a particularly good one), Springdale and Har mar
Townshi p. These were published for silver, dianond, and
sesqui centenni al cel ebrations and offer a nice portrait of how
t hese communities see thenselves and their past.

Interestingly, there is a striking absence of recent ethnic
history in virtually all of these narratives; there is little
about the inmm grant experience in the mlls and factories, and
African Anericans are virtually invisible.

Bob Lucas's Tarentum G ass (Tarentum Robert Irwin Lucas
Publ i sher, Printed by Buhl Brothers of New Ken, 1981),
chronicles the history of glass making in the Tarentum area,
with dozens of photographs of glass patterns, special product
lines, and the like, but little about the people. Copies of
Lucas's book are available at the Tarentum Li brary and at the
A-K Val l ey Historical Society's Museum The latter
institution maintains an extensive collection of |ocal
phot ographs, | ocal community and industry histories, and

various odds and ends (brochures, panphlets cel ebrating church
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anni versaries, etc.).

One may purchase copies of Richard Curry Esler's work at
several places--the Tarentum Li brary, Costello's Printing in
Tarentum or fromthe author hinmself. As noted earlier, these
are fascinating folkloric and historic materials which
provides a glinpse of nostly past community |ife throughout
the valley. Esler's prose offers an inviting "sense of
pl ace. "

There are individuals throughout the valley hol ding
personal coll ections of postcards, photos, old yearbooks, rare
hi stories, etc., some of which | have noted above. Jim Thonmas
of the A-K Historical Society, and others on his board, are
t he best sources for what is out there. Bob Lucas, though
di sgruntl ed, remains the "nost faithful reader the Valley News
Di spatch has." For decades now, he daily cuts out anything
having to do with local history and cultural life in the
valley. That collection is being mcrofilnmed and stored at
the Community Library in Tarentum

Lucas is THE BEST source of anything that has ever been
witten on valley life. Lucas tends to work autocratically,

i solated from organi zati ons other than his own; he needs to be

persuaded in no uncertain terns that any venture will be worth
his time before he will insert hinself and his substanti al
resources into a future project. Obviously, he nmerits the
effort.

The Tarentum Library sells the current issues of Tarentum
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Ti mes, published quarterly by the Tarentum Hi story and
Landmar ks Associ ation (Lucas's group), current issues of
Hi storia, the once-quarterly, now yearly publication of the
A-K Val l ey Historical Society (although they have yet to put
one out in 1993). Articles in both of these are witten by
| ocal folk and vary widely in subject matter, though are of an
al nost exclusively historical nature.

Vi deot apes: "New Kensington: A Community First," produced
in 1993 by New Kensington Conmunity Devel opment Services with
SI HC support, whets the appetite for something | onger and nore
conprehensive. It offers a glinpse, and not nmuch nore, of the
growt h of New Kensi ngton and Arnol d--some nice, but brief ora
hi stories, lots of sports history, and a chronicle of
i ndustrial growth. Mich nore needs to be done here.

"Remenbering Natrona," produced in 1993 by Louis Chernan,
is both historical and folkloric in nature. Fairly |engthy
(one and three-quarters of an hour), what is mssing as | view
it are two things: oral histories (there are no tal king heads,
Chernan does all of the talking), and any sense of a future in
Natrona. It is nore eulogy of the past than a possible
prol ogue for the future.

There is also a videotape of the Corpus Christi Sawdust
Carpet Display at Sacred Heart in Tarentum which includes
f oot age of the event fromthe 1940s through the 1980s. | took
an entire roll of slides, so did not feel conpelled to

purchase this. Skip Culleiton can get SIHC a copy upon



request.
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