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Pl an of Fi el dwork

For five weeks during the sumrer of 1993, | worked on an
et hnographi c survey for the Steel Industry Heritage
Corporation in Honestead, Pennsylvania. The purpose of the
survey was to docunent traditional culture in southwestern
Pennsyl vania, with an enphasis on the way the nostly departed
steel mlls had affected the towns that used to depend on
them Before leaving for Pittsburgh, | told a friend about
the project. She said, "You' re going to hear a | ot of sad
stories.”

At the tinme, | nore or |less agreed. Several years ago,
while working with a traditional arts programin the
Youngstown area, | had nmet sonme sad--and angry--people who had
worked in the mlls in that region. One man about ny age at
the time (early thirties) had been laid off for about a year,
and had a broken marriage, a shabby apartnent, and a
| at e- nrodel Corvette sitting in the driveway, fully paid off, a
product of the pay checks he had been getting. His plan at
the time was to nove to Nashville. He had been writing songs
and getting sone encouragenent froma nusic friend who |lived
there. The last | heard, he was still in northeastern Ohio,
and was working occasionally at a mll that was still in
operation. That was years ago, and he may be doi ng sonethi ng
di fferent now.

What | actually found in the Pittsburgh comunities al ong
the All egheny was not anger or even sadness. Instead, there
wer e people who had nostly lived there all their |lives and
i ked their neighborhoods and nostly had positive things to
say about Pittsburgh: The area has undergone a major economc
transformation. But unlike Youngstown of 1983, the All egheny
Val | ey has seen growt h and devel opnent; community- based
busi nesses are taking advantage of the great natural beauty of
the area to attract people to shops and restaurants, and to
such river-rel ated pastines as fishing and boating. |[If the
big mlIl pay checks are largely a thing of the past, it is
also true that the river and air are cleaner now, and their
communities are nore pleasant places to live.

Partly, such boosterismwas due to the ages of the people:

denographi cally, the nmedian age of the population in ny study
area is two or nore years older than for Allegheny County as a
whol e; the people | talked to were often sixty or older. This
statistic undoubtedly reflects the econom ¢ wench that
industry in the area has undergone. A |lot of working people
have noved away, and the people who have stayed were at or
near retirement age, with no reason to go el sewhere in search
of a j ob.

Partly, though, ny findings are due to the nature of the
work I was doing. In order to find out about |ocal history,
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busi nesses past and present, and attitudes that residents have
about thenselves and where they live, a fieldworker ends up
talking to a I ot of older people. As folklorists and simlar
types have |l ong known, the ol der people in an area are the
truly val uable contacts; they have the know edge and skills

t hensel ves, or they know who has.

As | look at nmy notes fromny first days of fiel dwork
this sumer, this pattern is readily apparent. The first
community | worked in was Bl awnox, and my first notes were
jottings of the names of the ol dest |ooking businesses al ong
Freeport Road, the main thoroughfare through town. During the
first morning, | talked with two wonen at |sabella Tailors,

Fl orence Vitari and her nother, a woman of about eighty
standi ng by the counter supported by her wal ker, who mainly
listened to the conversation her daughter and | were having,
except when she disagreed with some piece of information, such
as a date. Florence was sure she had nothing relevant to

rel ate herself, although she was a |ifelong resident of

Bl awnox. But if | wanted to find out nore about the mill,

whi ch had cl osed a couple of years before, | should | ook up
Bill Sproul on Center Avenue, who ran a small grocery and knew
everyone who used to work there. This piece of information
turned out to be entirely correct, and M. Sproul was one of
the main resource people for me in Blawnox, a gregarious
person who knew his town well and introduced ne to a nunber of
residents who al so proved useful to ny research.

The second contact | made that first norning was with a
woman in a row house a few bl ocks east of Isabella Tailors,
who was having a yard sale. As | |ooked through a stack of

paper backs on a table, she asked ne what | was interested in.
| told her that | was hoping to find sonmething on the history
of Bl awnox, and she said that she had just what | needed. It
was not for sale, but I was welcome to look at it. This
woman, whose nane is Ann Dudek, had a copy of a book printed
in 1975 comenorating the 50th anniversary of the

i ncorporation and nam ng of the Borough. The book had
articles about the town, businesses, churches, and people; and
it also had photographs of vanished buildings and early

resi dents, and pages of pictures fromthe 1936 flood. From

|l eafing through it | found that the name of the closed mll
was Bl aw- Knox, from which the town derived its nane, and that
before 1925 the town had been known as Hoboken. Eventually, |
obt ai ned a copy of the book fromthe Borough secretary, who
kindly gave it to ne when | nentioned that Bill Sproul had
suggested the office as a place that m ght have a copy.

What | didn't know that first day but soon found out was
t hat each community in nmy study area along the river had at
| east one anni versary book that had been | ocally produced,
commenorating a significant date in the town. (The exception
is Sharpsburg, where a resident is doing research for such a



book, and has solicited articles and the use of old

phot ographs from ot her people in town.) These anniversary
books have proved inval uable as sources of information about
events, people, and dates; but they are equally of value
because of the pride of community that the pages reflect, and
the way that the articles and pictures go together to suggest
things that the community deens to be significant, since they
were made by | ocal people for a readership of |ocal people.

Sone articles have particular value for a researcher, and
one such was witten by Ms. Margaret Byrne Lang and appears
in the Bl awnox anniversary book. This essay is called "Study
of a Small Town," and it was conposed in 1947 for the Bl awnox
Public School. A headnote before the article reports that the
princi pal kept a copy of the manuscript in the office where
students studied it, and that Ms. Lang is now deceased. The

essay itself shows that the author knew Bl awnox well, had done
sone detailed research, and was making an effort to convey to
young peopl e what made their town distinctive. This effort

to reach the reader is apparent in the description the author
uses for historical events. Here is Ms. Lang, for exanple,
relating details about the French force that came down the

Al I egheny River on April 16, 1754 to capture Fort Pitt:

The river was high and swift in the channel and
swoll en from bank to bank with the flood of
spring rains and the nelting of ice and snow in
t he nountains. The |eading batteaux was
seventy feet long; follow ng and grouped

about
it in a long parade were other batteaux and 300
canoes. They carried French soldiers in the
bl ue and yell ow uni forns of France,
Canadi an

voyageurs in deerskin jackets and breeches and
hi gh | eat her boots and fur caps.

The | anguage is plain enough for a young reader to foll ow, and
preci se enough to give any reader pleasure in the scene she
descri bes.

My positive experience with the Borough office in Bl awnox
was duplicated in the other towns along the river; for ny
purpose, it was fortunate that the communities had been
i ncorporated as boroughs. 1In each office there were people
who were glad to be of service and point me in the right
direction, once | had explained what | was after--or who
t hensel ves turned out to be generous and hel pful with their
time and i nformation (Ral ph Di Luigi in Sharpsburg, for
exanpl e, and Mary Ellen Cavlovic and Bill Skertich in Etna).
El ected officials who were generous with their tine and
i nformation include Mayor Jack Cavanaugh of Ml val e and
former mayors Ed Merzl ak of Aspinwall and Bill Helsley of



Ver ona.

Churches are a prom nent part of the |andscape in the
boroughs al ong the All egheny River, and their presence is
hi storically and culturally inportant. As Sharpsburg attorney
John Arch nentioned, the architectural dom nance of St. Mary's
Church in his borough is rem niscent of the configuration in
ol der European towns, and it underscores the val ue that
em grants from Gernmany and el sewhere placed on religion as a
link with the places they had | eft behind. Church people who
were hel pful with nmy survey include the Reverend Rom | do
Hrboka of St. Nicholas Church in MIlvale, who talked with ne
about his experience in comng from Croatia to adm nister the
gospel in Pittsburgh, as well as the magnificent Vanka nurals
in his church and the | ess-than- magnificent billboard pl aced
by a sign conpany on the hill in front of his church. Nancy
Hart man, the Church Secretary at St. Anthony's in Ml vale,
shared i nformati on about her church and her famly's longtinme
affiliation with the parish and the town. Reverend Mark
Shockey of the First Evangelical Church in Sharpsburg hel ped
me explore the older files about his church and its early
menbers; he also introduced nme to other val uable resource
people at the Rotary Club in his town. And Sister Therese of
the Sisters of St. Francis M| lvale shared information and
gave nme an anni versary book that documents the presence of the
Convent on M. Alvernia since 1866, and the work in health and
education the sisters have performed for the Pittsburgh area
over those years.

Part of the traditional activity in the boroughs did neet
my expectations. There was for instance an active Croatian
community, centered nore or less in MIlvale's St. Nichol as
parish, but actually present throughout the study area. |
al so found Italians, particularly in Sharpsburg, and Irish
social activity as well. Local history people were every bit
as strong as | suspected, in a part of Pennsylvania that has
had so nmuch happen to it over the past two hundred and nore
years. Craftspeople were not present in quite the nunbers
had hoped, although this lack in my report may be due nore to
the time I could devote to it (and luck) than to the actual
situation along that part of the river.

There were sone tal ented people in my survey: | found
the first in a theme-oriented hobby store in Aspinwall,
devoted to m niature doll houses and furniture. |In the past |

had cone to associate such a shop with easy to assenble kits;
but along with the pre-fab nodels there was a beautiful gray
frame house that turned out to be based on an actual area hone
in Fox Chapel --the photo of the actual house was displ ayed
besi de the nodel. | found out fromthe clerk that the artist
who had built the mniature was a retired carpenter who |ived
nearby in Etna. Earl Bernard turned out to be a quiet and
polite man who was happy to show ne his workroom and talk



about his materials (nostly birch for the frame with oak
strips for flooring). He had retired in 1985 because of his
heal th, and got involved with mniatures partly out of
interest and partly because "ny wife told nme to stop watching
so nmuch tv and get involved in sonmething."”

From M. Bernard | |earned about a man back in Bl awnox,
Charl es Specht, who was president of the Pittsburgh M niature
Society. M. Specht was a forner Bl aw Knox m || worker who
desi gned m niature roonms nostly of a historic nature, and
usually with some connection to the early settlenents in the
Pittsburgh area. One exanple is a replica of an early 19th
century carpenter's shop which he has constructed in an old
wooden tool box that belonged to his great-grandather Gerling,
who lived in Allegheny City. Fromhis days in the grating
shop at the mll, he showed nme an inpressive wought-iron
chandelier that he had nmade in his spare tinme "from scrap” at
Bl aw- Knox. He nentioned that all workers in the shop nade
things fromtine to time, and indeed it was expected out of
new nmen, as a sort of initiation. (Mst of the other guys
made iron mesh trash burners for their alleys; but M. Specht
commented wyly that he always tried to do his own thing.)
Later in my fieldwork, when | talked to retired m || worker Ed

Merzlak in Aspinwall, he showed ne an iron plant stand, about
four feet high, that he had made while at Wrman's. But | nay
have never seen this itemif | hadn't nmet and talked with

Charl es Specht, and known about sonething to inquire after.
And all of this is the point about nmuch of what is found in
fieldwork; it is chancy. When a person goes out to do a
survey, sonething will definitely be uncovered, but what,
precisely, is due to tim ng and sonetinmes an offhand question
t hat happens to be just the right one.

Anot her useful avenue in my work turned out to be area
i braries, good for both local history and also for resource
peopl e. Shaler Township has two good ones: the township

library in denshaw (with hel pful |ibrarian geneal ogist Leslie
Dunne) and the d enshaw Public Library down the hill in

G enshaw Valley (with equally gracious librarian and

stai ned-glass artist Violet Rowe). Ellen Kight, who was an

i nval uabl e source of information, alerted me to the existence
of the Lauri Ann West Menorial Library in Fox Chapel. And,
naturally, the Pennsylvania Room of the Carnegie Library in
Cakl and had vertical files that provided vital information
about each borough | studied.

In the end, | did nmeet sone angry forner steelworkers,
al though I had to go to the International Union headquarters
in Gateway Plaza to find sonmebody who really seened passionate
in tal king about the dem se of Steel Valley. Don Dal ena, an
editor for Steelabor, the binmonthly magazi ne of the United
Steel Workers, commented that the Reagan Adm ni strati on,
certainly no friend of |abor unions, "sounded the death knel
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for steel” in Pittsburgh with policies favoring cheap inported
steel and cheaper foreign |labor. He also nentioned a book
called And the WIf Finally Cane, in which John P. Hoerr
presents a sonewhat different culprit for the decline of steel
in the Mon Valley. According to Hoerr, the real obstacle was
the historically poisonous relationship between organi zed
| abor and managenent, where both sides m strusted and detested
one another for so long that nothing ultimtely could bring
t hem toget her, including the innm nent dismantling of the
i ndustry itself. George Dolhi, a retired draftsman for
U.S. Steel, was no Union man (he comrented that the drafting
departnment at U.S. Steel Headquarters had an ideal situation,
since they enjoyed wages and benefits brought on by Union
contracts without having to actually join and pay dues).

M. Dol hi's view of the change in the steel industry was that
t echnol ogi cal advances made the coll apse inevitable; the

conti nuous-casting process for making steel, devel oped
initially in Germany in the 1950s, nmade the | arge work force
in a mll unnecessary; in order to conpete at all, steel nakers
around the world had to go to the newer, nore automated

met hods.

Al'l of these factors undeniably had a part in the 95%
reduction in jobs related to steel in Pittsburgh. But the
former workers | talked to were nostly happy to be retired or
wor ki ng at sonmething else. As M. Dol hi said about his early

days on the floor at Blaw Knox: "I wanted a way out, and when
| becanme a draftsman, | figured that was white- collar and
had reached ny goal." O her former workers, such as Dale

Roberts, who spent his entire career at the BlawKnox m |1,
menti oned the pride workers felt in making sonething that had
to be right, such as radio antenna dishes used to track space
vehicles during the Apollo program But he spent nost of his
time off the floor and in the drafting office; he said that
the mll was so noisy and dirty that he would dread having to
go in there for any purpose.

It is also true, though, that the northern boroughs al ong
the Allegheny were less directly affected by the cataclysmin
the early 1980s. Steel maki ng had never been a presence in
that area to the extent it had in the Mon Valley; and the
mlls that had once existed were nostly |long since gone by
then. At this tinme Tippins in Etna is still involved with
maki ng parts for rolling mlIls; and Edgewater in Oaknmont is
hangi ng on as a producer of railroad wheels, although the
conpany is currently undergoing reorganization in a bankruptcy
hearing. All the other mlls have closed, w th Bl aw Knox
bei ng the nost recent in ny study area (the |ast departnent

closed down in 1991). Indirectly and over the long run, the
econony of all parts of the Pittsburgh area are tied
together. In that sense the decline in population and the

i ncreased average age of residents is a result of industry
change. And the devel opnent trend in the Allegheny Valley



towards using the river and other natural resources of the
region to attract shoppers and recreation-m nded consuners
does have the air of a survival strategy in certain boroughs
(the MIlvale Organi zati on of Businesses' expressed attitude
about the River Front Devel opnent proposal in that town is one
exanmpl e).

Anot her notabl e feature of the boroughs on the north
banks of the Allegheny is the recycling of structures and
sites of manufacturing plants and mlls. There are a nunber
of industrial parks located in former businesses. On East
Chio Street about a mle west of the Borough is the MIIlvale
| ndustrial Park, housed in a large brick building that had

been a neat-packing plant. Farther out Rte. 28, In Bl awnox,
is the RIDC I ndustrial Park on the site of the old County
Wor khouse and Poor Farm Part of the BlawKnox m |l itself

(mainly the old managenent offices) has been renamed an
"industrial commons,” and is used by an engi neering and
drafting business. It is hard to escape the inpression at
such a site of a large fossil that has been partly transfornmed
by smaller, nore efficient creatures (although the Bl aw Knox
site is not nearly so large as the now departed di nosaurs

t hat dom nated the Mon Vall ey around Honest ead).

In the outlying boroughs, Aspinwall, Blawnox, and Verona

(although the last is part of a different devel opnent
pattern), sone recycled properties fit an even nore different
ki nd of economc reality. The post office in Blawnox, for
exanpl e, closed after declining business at the MII no | onger
warranted a branch in the borough. The building, erected in
the early 1940s, still looks like a small-town brick post
office. Inside, however, are four antique shops, part of a
dozen or so such shops al ong Freeport Road. The first antique
shop, Frances Tayl or Antiques, opened in 1976; now, the
wor d- of -mout h popul arity of the stores brings weekend
custonmers fromall over the greater Pittsburgh area to

Bl awnox. Local residents find the situation benusing;

Bl awnox native Dal e Roberts says he doesn't know any | oca
person who patronizes the businesses: "It would be |ike buying
junk."™ There is a nostal gic sense about the Bl awnox post
of fice building, though, that the current owner is exploiting
for comrercial purposes. On a nuch |arger scale, there is
al so a nostal gic sense about the theme of the Waterworks Mall
near Aspinwall, across the road fromthe huge old water
punpi ng station. The comercial use of sites that once served
quite different purposes is a developnent | hadn't foreseen
bef ore begi nning the fiel dwork.

My overall inmpression of the communities in ny study area
was wel | -put by 100-year-old Mary Sooni ck about her early
years in Aspinwall: "Oh, yes, | liked it. Aspinwall was a
small town. | knew everybody, and that nade a difference

It was a good place to live" (Centennial Book,
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p. 49). In spite of all the change, these statenents still
hol d true today.

I n nei ghboring Bl awnox, retired Bl aw- Knox and U.S. Stee
wor ker George Dol hi has made a 40-m nute vi deotape about his
town called "Nostalgia,"” in which he tal ks about buil di ngs
that were there when he was grow ng up, and how big a part the
Pennsyl vani a Railroad played in the daily rhythm of work and
play. The attraction of Blawnox for himdoes not begin or end
with the departure of the old steel mll, which shut down its
| ast departnment in 1991.

MIlvale

1. Previous Research

For the history of MIIlval e Borough, the single npst
useful printed source is the 1968 Centenni al Anniversary
Book. This book recounts the begi nnings of the European
presence in the All egheny Vall ey, concentrating on the area
that woul d eventually becone present-day Mllvale. It further
covers the history of business and industry in the town,
i ncluding the 19th-century Kl oman and Kl oman netal forge shop
where Andrew Carnegie is reputed to have had his first job in
the steel industry as a bookkeeper (p. 33). For historic
interest and detail, the book reprints five newspaper
clippings about MIIlvale going back to a fairly extensive
Pittsburgh Post article published in 1904. Organizations and
churches in the town at the time of the centennial celebration
are also covered in some detail. This work has been updat ed
and revised for the 125th anniversary of MIllvale's
i ncorporation, which took place Septenber 9-12, 1993.

Key resource people in the community who worked on the
project are Rich Mkus (a barber on Gant St.) and Sister
Therese Vaul et, a teacher and adm nistrator at St. Francis
Convent in MIllvale. Oher hel pful resource people have been
Mayor Jack Cavanaugh and St. Anthony's Church secretary Nancy
Har t man.

Church publications also provide useful information about
their own historic place in the community. Sister M Zita
Green's Chronol ogy of 125 Years offers a detail ed sunmmary of
the history of the Franciscan convent in the town, from 1866
t hrough 1992 (the date of publication). She also covers the
significant work done by nuns fromthe MIIlvale Convent in the
greater Pittsburgh area, and, indeed, throughout the world.

St. Anthony's Church, the largest Catholic parish in
M 11 val e, published a centennial anniversary book in 1986
detailing the history of a church which was begun to serve the
spiritual needs of German Catholics in MIIlvale, but
eventual |l y expanded to include nost Irish and English famlies
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as well. The history of St. Nicholas Croatian Catholic Church
is significant in part because of the striking murals painted
by Maxmi | lian Vanka, a Croatian artist, between 1938 and
1941. There is printed material about St. Nicholas and the
mural s, particularly an illustrated panphl et and acconpanyi ng
article froma 1981 Church observance of the 40th anniversary
of the conmpletion of Vanka's work. The nost detail ed account
| have found, though, is Doris Dyen's 1991 article, "Aids to
Adapt ation,” which discusses the traditional and dynam c
aspects of nmurals both in St. Nicholas MIIlvale and
St. Gregory's Russian Othodox Church in Honmestead.

2. Geography and Cul tural History

Mllvale is |located on the north side of the Allegheny
Ri ver, approximately three mles upriver fromthe point where
the All egheny and Monongahela nerge to formthe Ohio River.
The incorporated area of the borough covers .6 of a square
mle, according to the U. S. Census, and the population in 1990
was 4, 341 people (a loss of 431 fromthe 1980 figure). This
declining population trend is true in general of the boroughs
and townships in the vicinity of MIlvale on the north side of
the river. In addition, census figures indicate that Ml vale
has an aging popul ation. The 1990 Census reports that 21.2%
of MIlvale's residents are aged 65 or over; this conpares
with 17.9% for Pittsburgh as a whole.

M1lvale is bounded on the east and sout heast by Spring
Garden and Troy Hill; on the south and sout hwest by the
Al l egheny River; on the west by the Borough of Etna; and on
the north by Bauerstown and Shal er Township. The town was
originally built along the hollow formed by a creek called
Grty's Run; the hills above the valley are steep and heavily
covered with trees, a feature of the |andscape that is
generally the case with valleys or hollows forned by
tributaries running into the All egheny River.

Grty's Run is named after an early European hunter and
trapper in the Pittsburgh area, a man named Sinmon Grty.
Grty was captured and adopted by a | ocal Seneca tribe as a
child. By the early 1750s he had rejoined white society at
Fort Pitt and built a cabin along the creek that eventually
woul d bear his name. The Seneca and other tribes had | ong used
t he area surrounding the confluence of the three rivers for
hunting and fi shing.

An early resident of European background was Janes
Sanple, a veteran of the Revolutionary War. Sanple built a
house along Grty's Run in 1790; he noved there after being
deeded the |l and by the Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vania as paynent
for his wartime service. A stone house built by his son John
around 1826 is still standing and in use as a private
resi dence at 144 Evergreen Road. This house is the ol dest
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bui l ding standing in M|l vale. During the 1820s the area of
the current town consisted principally of the All egheny County
Poor Farm which had been built on |Iand purchased fromthe
Sanple famly. Sone buildings fromthat facility still stand,
such as the old double house on Lincoln Avenue beside the
Met hodi st Church, which used to be the home for the
adm ni strator of the Poor Farm Eventually (in 1867) the
County noved the Poor Farmto what was then called Cl arenont
Station beside the present Borough of Blawnox (fromthe
M 11 val e chronol ogy at the beginning of the 125th Anniversary
Book) .

Before being incorporated in 1868, much of what is now
MIllvale was a part of Shaler Township known as Duquesne
Borough. The Borough was tied in with heavy industry in
Pittsburgh starting in the md-19th century. A rolling mll
t hat produced bars, sheets, plates and nails began operating
along Grty's Run in 1847 near the spot where the Rte. 28 by-

pass runs now. In the |ate 1800s, this m ||, under the
managenent of Graff, Bennett, and Conpany, enployed 300
MIlvale men. It was due to this business, as well as the

proximty of other factories, that Croatian people first
became a part of MIlvale and nearby Allegheny City. The mll
itself was cl osed down by 1888, but the Croatian presence in

t he Borough persisted and resulted in 1900 in the

establi shment of a new St. Nicholas parish (an offshoot of the
ol der one on East Ohio Street in Allegheny City).

After G aff-Bennett closed, MIllvale continued to have
manuf act uri ng busi nesses, such as Bennett Lunber and
Manuf acturing, or the Ed Vero Conpany. But many busi nesses
were geared toward custoners in the borough itself. Sone
continue to exist today: the Peifer Funeral Honme (begun in
1902) is still on Grant; and the Grant bar (1925) is still
managed by the Ruzonmberka famly that started it during
Prohi bition, when it was known as the Grant Hotel. The
Li ncol n Pharmacy has been nmanaged since 1928 by the Cohen
famly; the building itself sits on the orginal site of the
Al I egheny County Poor Farm along North Ave. (An oil painting
of the Lincoln Pharmacy, as it appeared before renodeling took
pl ace in the 1970s, hangs in a prom nent corner of the store.
The picture was painted by Phyllis Rosenfeld, wife of one of
t he pharmacists in the business.) |In 1938, Esther Mehler
started Esther's Coffee Shop on North Ave., and today her son
Bob operates a store on the sanme site, now known as Esther's
Hobby and Toy Center.

M1l val e has al so been a hone for notable religious
organi zations since the early days of the Borough. The
Sisters of St. Francis began their convent on M. Alvernia in
1866; and their m ssion has consistently been to adm nister to
the health and education of the community. |In 1885, for
i nstance, the Sisters began the parochial school for
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St. Anthony's parish in MIllvale; and since those early days,
Franci scan Sisters have taught in area parochial schools, as
well as running a girl's school at the Mther House on
M. Alvernia (this school became an accredited high school in
1931). In 1967, Mther Viola began a "borough night" at
M. Alvernia, in which adults and teenagers could get together
for dances and a chance to nmeet Sisters at the convent under
|l ess formal circunstances than at school. These get-togethers
continued for a nunber of years; the dances were eventually
taken over by the MIIlvale Boy's Cl ub.

M 1lvale s 125th anniversary cel ebration in 1993
underscored the community pride felt by many residents. One
man who hel ped give an individual stanp to the anniversary was
Ed Carr, who with his wife Arlene runs Yetters |Ice Cream
Parlor on Grant St. His idea was to rai se noney for the
t hree-day cel ebration by nmaking a | ocal version of Parker
Brot her's Monopoly gane that is called "M I Ival eopoly."™ The
board for Carr's game has the same format as Monopoly, but
| ocal businesses are featured around the board. The idea
caught on quickly in town, and the forty spaces avail able on
the board were quickly sold (at a fee of $185 for a space).
Soon, business people who had not gotten on the board itself
wer e conpl ai ni ng about being left off, and so Carr and ot her
pl anners decided to do a realistic four-color map of MIlvale
on the box lid that encloses the gane. The map, drawn by
| ocal artist Carol Reihart, has an aerial 3- dinmensional
perspective, and businesses not on the board itself were drawn
and nanmed on the map (for a fee of $50).

The ganme was not inexpensive to produce--it cost $7,000
for printing and royalty fees. But it has proved quite
popular: an initial run of 500 MIIval eopoly ganes were sold
this sutmmer at $20 a ganme, before the anniversary cel ebration
had actually begun. People living around the country with
ties to MIlvale have heard about the game, and orders for it
have conme from many areas of the United States. Nei ghboring
Et na, which was al so incorporated 125 years ago, is planning
an anniversary cel ebration next year (in 1994). People in the
Borough office there have expressed interest in the
M 11 val eopoly idea, and may adapt it to their own town.

Joseph Marinzel runs a conputer hardware and software
business in Mllvale (he is a North Side native), and he is a
bit of a gadfly when it comes to the Borough. He hel ped start
a group for local business people called "M O.B." (for
M 11l val e Organi zation of Busi nesses) as an effort to get
peopl e working together on revitalizing MIIlvale' s econony.
The Borough | ooks down at the heels due to an eroding tax
base--an older, mainly retired popul ation, that can't afford
to support all the needed repairs to roads and buildings. A
bri dge has been out for 2 1/2 years near North Avenue and
Frederick Street, causing a detour that M. Marinzel regards
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as a local enbarrassment. He believes the Borough has been
too passive in getting Penn Dot to do the necessary work.

M O.B. is seeking to pronote nore aggressive activity to
get needed things done and attract new business to town. One
project which his group is solidly behind is the plan for a
Ri ver Front Devel opment schene at the | ocation of the present
M1lvale Marina (near the Washington Crossing Bridge). In
general, the plan calls for retail, recreational and
residential devel opment of eight acres along the river bank,

i ncluding stores, a bike path, and townhouses. A nmjor
Mllvale figure in this project is Jack Kearney, a Borough
Counci| menmber and entrepreneur. M. Kearney owns a conpany
call ed Brown Bear Bait, which is marketing an invention of his
for biodegradable fishline. M. Kearney has brought in sone
investors, and it | ooks as though the River Front Devel opnent
project could actually happen. (M. Kearney projects certain
busi nesses such as K- Mart being on site by next year, which
seens unlikely when the |ocation itself is seen). What is
significant here is that M Il val e busi ness peopl e are thinking
of the future and how to take advantage of what the Borough
has--in this case, a portion of the north bank of the

Al | egheny River.

Communities further upriver such as Aspinwall and Verona
are already using the All egheny as a |l ocation for recreation
and consuner-oriented business. O der communities closer to
downt own Pittsburgh, such as MIlvale, Etna, and Sharpsburg,
need to get involved in riverfront activities, or get left out

of the action. The Allegheny has been and will be the site
for comrercial exploitation, and the only question is where
future sites to attract people will be.

3. The Croatian Community in and near M| val e

Croatian culture in Mllvale is based in St. Nichol as
Church, with recreational activities (e.g., the annual July
4t h picnic and pol ka and tanmburitzan nusic on Sundays during
the sumrer nonths) taking place at the Croatian Lodge Picnic
Grounds on a hill above Babcock Boul evard, just north of
town. The Church and picnic grounds draw people from other
parts of the Pittsburgh area, such as Etna and Law enceville.
St. Nicholas in MIlvale is a historically significant
parish. According to the article in the MIIlval e Centennial
Anni versary book, the Church which was originally built on the
hill in 1900 was the first new Croatian Catholic church
buil ding erected in America (p.100). The Croatian parish in
old Allegheny City predates the MIIlvale parish, but the
MIlvale church was the first new one to be built. In 1921
the original church burnt to the ground; on May 30, 1922, the
current building was dedi cated and the cornerstone laid at the
site of the original church on the hill overlooking MIIvale.
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St. Nicholas Church conducts masses that are well

attended (the early Sunday mass | went to had over 100 people
and was one of five held that weekend), but the pastor, Father
Rom | do Hrboka, maintains that it is only a matter of tinme
until the parish is done away with by the Pittsburgh Di ocese,
with the congregation being split up anong other churches in
t he area. Fat her Rom | do al so expl ai ned that he stopped
giving a Sunday mass in Croatian about ten years ago because
of the small nunmber of people in the parish who understood the
| anguage wel |l enough to follow the service (personal

interview, June 24, 1993). |If the Church ceases to function,
the church building (erected between 1922 and ' 32) and the
famous nmurals inside will be maintained in part by the Society

for the Preservation of the Murals of St. Nicholas Mllvale, a
conmuni ty- based grassroots organi zation that actively solicits
subscriptions for the maintenance of the building and the

pai ntings inside.

St. Nicholas School, a parish school beside the church,
was started in 1921, but the building is not used for that
pur pose any | onger (A Sunday school class still neets on the
second floor). For the past four years, an area business,
Kat hy's Custom Draperies, started by a Japanese enmigre to the
Pittsburgh area, has occupied the roons on the first floor of
t he school buil ding. The Drapery business enploys ten
seanstresses, none of whomlive in MIllvale; the owner, Kathy
Flowers, is a resident of nearby G enshaw. Since Ms. Flowers
is a Catholic convert, she was able to obtain a | ease on the
school building for her business fromthe Pittsburgh Di ocese.
The Di ocese admi nistrators are encouragi ng her to purchase the
bui | di ng, another sign that the parish is no | onger as viable
as it was a few years ago.

The Croatian Lodge picnic grounds north of MIlvale are a
soci al center for nenbers of the Croatian comrunity that
extends far beyond the borders of the town itself. On any
Sunday during the sumrer nonths, weather permtting, several
hundred people gather to eat food either sold on the grounds
or brought in by them and to |isten to pol ka and tanburitzan
music. Pittsburgh area bands play, such as
Gol ubi Tanburitzans from Law enceville or Bob Hanovic's
Sl oveni an pol ka band (mainly from Carnegie); but the Lodge
Grounds also brings bands in fromas far away as Youngstown to
pl ay during the sumrer. COccasionally, organizations such as
the North Hills Junior Tanburitzans will play and dance at
this site. Carol Sees of Etna manages the North Hills Junior
"Tamm es, " made up of nmenbers from Croatian famlies |iving
t hr oughout the All egheny Valley.

During the 1930s and 1940s, Hickey Park in Bauerstown,
bordering MIlvale on the north, was the place to be on Mnday
ni ghts for area boxing fans. One fighter who had sone of his
first professional fights there was Fritzie Zivic, a
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Lawr encevill e native who went on to win the welterweight
chanpi onship in a nenorabl e bout against Henry Arnmstrong in
1940. Zivic, who was known as the "Croatian Conet," was a
popul ar figure with the Croatian community on both sides of
the Allegheny, as well as anong area sports followers in
general. Along with heavywei ght fighter Billy Conn, Zivic
enj oyed avid support during and after his career; Pittsburgh
remai ned his home until his death in 1986. Ron Wi sen, an
area | abor | eader, was an amateur boxer in Pittsburgh. He is
not ol d enough to have seen Zivic in his prinme, but he has
heard of Zivic's reputation as a brawier in the ring--a
fighter who woul d "gouge your eye and butt you with his head";

in short, do anything to win. Joe Merzl ak's woodwor ki ng shop
in Etna has a shrine on the wall beside the front door--a
coll ection of pictures of Fritzie Zivic as a fighter, famly
man, and in uniformduring the Second Worl d War.

Et na

1. Previous Research

Two histories have been published locally in the past
thirty-four years. The first is a 90th Anniversary Book
commenorating the incorporation of the Borough; the second is
a centennial book from 1969 (published one year after the
hundredt h anni versary of incorporation, which took place in
Sept enber, 1868). These books contain narrative histories
that trace the devel opnment of Etna from a Seneca hunting area
to the devel opnent of early industry, notably the Spang
Conpany, a pipe-making m |l that began business in 1828. The
centenni al book also contains informtion about other
busi nesses, such as the Isabella Furnace for the Carnegie
Steel Conpany (and later U S. Steel), as well as soci al
organi zations and churches in the Borough. |nportant
occurrences, such as the 1936 Flood, are also comenorated in
pi ctures and words. The current Borough Treasurer, WIIiam
M Skertich, was involved in the research and witing of both
| ocal history books.

A second hel pful person in the Borough office is Borough
O fice Manager Mary Ell en Cavl ovic, who kindly donated back
i ssues of the Borough newsletter. This quarterly publication
is very useful because of a periodic feature on local history,
whi ch hi ghlights organi zati ons, churches and busi nesses t hat
have been | ocated in Etna for sone tine.

Anot her person who has been very helpful in ny survey of
Etna is Joe Merzlak, a native who has lived in town for all of
his 68 years. M. Merzlak is a woodwor ker whose shop, Merzl ak
Wbod Specialties, is |ocated on Sycanore near the sout hwest
boundary of Etna. M. Merzlak's shop is in effect a town
archive docunenting changes he has seen during his lifetine.
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The walls have pictures of the town as it appeared during the
years when both Spang and Isabella were in full operation. He
al so has photos of prom nent Croatian residents of Pittsburgh,
including Fritzie Zivic, a boxer from Lawenceville who was a
| ocal hero. M. Merzlak allowed ne to borrow a biography of
this fighter which was witten by Tinpav, another Pittsburgh
native, and published in 1988. M. Merzlak has a great deal
of information about the Croatian community in general; he is
a nmember of St. Nicholas Church in MIlvale, and gave ne a
1981 panphl et and poster commenorating the 40th anniversary of
the conpletion of the nmurals painted by Maxo Vanka.

Anot her hel pful resource person in Etna is Carol Sees,
whose grandparents em grated from Croatia in the second decade
of this century. Her grandfather worked at |sabella Furnace
in Etna, and her father worked for Spang in the sanme town.
Carol nmanages the North Hills Junior "Tanm es,” a nusic and
dance group for youngsters up to the age of about eighteen
devoted to traditional nmusic from Croatia and ot her Bal kan
countries. Carol is well-versed in the Croatian nmusic scene in
Pittsburgh; her sixteen-year- old daughter Lara is one of
about forty current nmenmbers in the North Hills Junior group.
Carol also alerted me to other key people in the Croatian
musi cal community, including Zejel ko Jergan, a folklorist from
Croatia who is the nusical director and choreographer of the
North Hills Junior "Tamm es"; and Joe Kordesich, a tanburitzan
musi ci an who in turn knows central figures in the Pittsburgh
area and beyond, including nusicians and instrunment nmakers (I
found none of the latter in ny specific study area--see
"Potential Contacts" section).

2. Geography and Hi story

Etna is |located al ong the banks of Pine Creek, a stream
that enpties into the north side of the All egheny River four
m | es above the point where the All egheny joins the
Monongahela to formthe Chio River. Page 16 of the Etna
Centenni al book has a good summary of natural features and
resources in the Borough, in addition to waterpower from Pine
Creek and the River. The town has al so exploited such
m nerals as iron ore and |linmestone beginning early in the 19th
century; hardwood fromthe forest on the hills has been used
to make charcoal since the early days of settlenent. Stone
gquarries and salt m ning operations have been | ocated in the
Borough, and a brickworks, using clay fromthe bank of the
Al | egheny was in operation for use by the community by 1875.
In the 19th century, farm ng was a maj or occupation in the
borough and surrounding township; as late as World War 1,
truck gardeners sold produce in the area. A |late Cctober
frost date and average rainfall of 41 inches per year made the
area suitable for farm ng, although the hilly terrain
surroundi ng Pine Creek made farm ng on a | arge scale
i npractical along the banks of the Creek itself.
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By the start of the 20th century in Etna, the |ocal

econony was directed mainly towards steel and heavy
manuf acturing, as well as businesses that serviced and
supplied the workers enployed in |ocal and nearby factories.
Also fromthe Etna centennial book is a section on early
nationalities attracted by | ocal industries (p.26). Many of
the ironworkers enployed by Spang during the late 19th century
cane fromWales. The Etna Wel sh community erected a smal
Met hodi st church which "is a two- famly dwelling now owned by
Victor Bosilevac.”" The Etna centennial book has a history of
Spang, Chalfant & Co. (pp. 45-48). These pages include sone
good photos of the Spang works, including wonmen working on the
producti on of fragnentation bonmbs during World War I, and an
"Od 1900 dinkey and crew.”" The section concl udes:

Spang's whistle has joined the steam | oconotive
whi stle. For years the whistle was part of
life in Etna. The time of its blow ng was so
accurate that people set their clocks by

Due to the passing of the mll Etna will not be
t he same again. (47)

[ This passage is simlar to Dale and Betsy Roberts's
rem ni scence of the part played in the community by the Bl aw
Knox Conmpany whistle: ES93 JS2 C.]

Two pages on the Isabella Furnaces in Etna include a 1953
poem about the mlIl witten by Henry J. Fullerton, "an Etna
resi dent and published poet"” who was al so known as the "bard
of Cabbage Hill." The poem commenorates the inportance of the
MIl in the history and life of the town, and includes this
vernacul ar etynol ogy for the town nane:

And her vol cani c sheen, spew ng hot cinders

down
Had a M. Etna m en, hence the nane of our
t own.
(49-50)

The Etna By-Line's "History" colum reports that "during
the war years, Jobs were plentiful and National Supply's Spang
Chal fant Division and Carnegie Steel's Isabella Furnaces truly
it up the skies |ike a volcano"--a sentinment that would
surely neet the approval of M. Fullerton. Due to the absence
of mal e enpl oyees, over 150 wonen worked at Spang's al one;
during a two-year period, Spang made 781, 004 bonbs for the war

effort (p. 47). 1In 1958, National Supply sold the Spang
division in Etna to Arnco, and three years |later, when that
corporation phased out the mll and noved the business to

Anbri dge, Spang's Pipe Conpany ceased to be a part of the Etna
econony after a span of 133 years.
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3. Tippins Machinery
In 1961, after Spang shut down for the last tinme, CGeorge
Ti ppi ns of Fox Chapel started Tippins Machinery in the old
Spang factory building in Etna. H's father had a m ni ng
machi nery busi ness which George redirected into steel
machi nery. M. Tippins explains the conpany's steel rolling

mll construction business thus: "QOur market strength is to
be full-service. W conceive, design, construct and start-
up, do total turnkey mll installations--including business

systens, operator training and conputers for process control."
(I'n Executive Report: July 1989). Tippins manufacturing plant
is located in the building that originally bel onged to Spang
Chal fant steel pipe conpany, which in its earliest form dates
back to 1828 in Etna. The headquarters office in Etna is a
renodel ed bank along with the adjoining structure, a forner
novi e house. Tippins is a vigorous business that constructs
rolling mlls all over the world. [In 1992, for instance, the
conpany got a contract to build a rolling mll in Belgium and
in July of "93 Tippins obtained the contract to construct a
new cold rolling mll in Indonesia (Pittsburgh Business Tines:
5 July 1993, p. 8). Tippins Machinery has been and remains a
princi pal enployer in Etna and nearby conmunities on the

Al | egheny River.

Shar psbur g
1. Previous Research

| have found no conprehensive history of the community
t hat has been witten and published. Currently, Ralph
Di Lui gi, a Sharpsburg resident, is researching a history of
t he Borough which he plans to wite and publish in the near
future. M. DiLuigi has fornmed a group called the Sharpsburg
Hi storical Comm ssion, which solicits subscriptions for the
upcom ng book. | have seen one article by Rev. Mark Shockey,
pastor of the First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sharpsburg,
which is a brief history of his church. This article was
prepared at the request of M. DiLuigi for his book. Another
person with a connection to the borough who has a good grasp
of local history is John G Arch. M. Arch is an attorney who
has an office on N. Canal Street in downtown Sharpsburg; he is
fromthe north side of Pittsburgh (old Allegheny City), but
has an interest in the whole area along the All egheny River.
Anot her person with an interest and know edge of Sharpsburg
and the surrounding communities is Ellen Kight, who lives in
O Hara Townshi p. She has further suggested another resource
person, Bill Crooks, the president of the Rotary Club in
Pittsburgh and an executive at a | ocal manuacturing plant.
M. Crooks is aware of the Steel Heritage Project and has
offered to share information, but | haven't had the
opportunity to talk with himin depth.

Printed resources that are hel pful for a brief overview
include a 21 March 1979 newspaper article in the Herald,
"Shar psburg Takes its Nane from Founder Janes Sharp." Besides
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a sketch of the Sharp famly, the article discusses the Seneca
Chi ef Guyasuta and two prom nent town businesses (in 1979) the
Henry M Il er Spring and Manufacturing Conpany and the Deitch
Conmpany. The Rev. Shockey donated a photocopy of a centenni al
book published in 1963 about the First Lutheran Church, as
well as a copy of his own article about the history of the
church witten for the upcom ng Borough history. A 1973
bi ography of Sharpsburg native H J. Heinz by Robert
C. Alberts provides useful information about Sharpsburg during
the late 19th century, as well as about nei ghbori ng
communities (particularly Etna and Aspinwall) and the
Pittsburgh area in general.

2. Geography and Cul tural History

Shar psburg is | ocated on the north bank of the Allegheny
River, six mles east of the point where the Allegheny and
Monongahel a flow together. It is bounded on the west by Etna
and on the east by Aspinwall. Mst of the town is [ ocated on
a narrow flood plain, about a quarter- mle w de, between the
Al | egheny River on the south and steep wooded bluffs on the
north, with O Hara Townshi p beyond the northern boundary of
t he borough. The Route 28 by-pass runs along a terrace carved
out of the bluff north of Sharpsburg, with an el evated vi ew of
the town below and the river just beyond. Fromthis vantage
poi nt, the nost noticeable structure is St. Mary's Catholic
Church, with its tall spires rising above all the other
bui l dings. The current church, built in the Romanesque style,
dates from 1917 (the parish of St. Mary's in Sharpsburg was
begun in 1852). John Arch believes the church "gives the town
a very European |ook; a big nmonstrous |inestone church | oom ng
over all these working-class houses. . . . Sone of the vistas
down very narrow streets" also rem nd one of a European town
(personal interview, 9-17-93).

St. Mary's is German Catholic, the same ethnic
orientation as the original settlers of Sharpsburg, including
founder Janmes Sharp. Sharp noved onto the |land in 1827, after
purchasi ng 200 acres from General WIlliam WIkins. The town
was |argely built of brick nmade fromclay soil along the
Al'l egheny and was it by gas manufactured locally as well (The
Herald 3-21-79). In 1841 Sharpsburg was incorporated as the
second- ol dest borough in Allegheny County; by 1850, the Heinz
fam |y had nmoved to the town from Birm ngham and set up a
bri ckworks as a fam ly business. John and Anna Hei nz, the
parents of H J. Heinz, the pickle and condi nents nagnate, had
em grated from Bavaria into the Pittsburgh area in the early
1840s (Al berts, p. 2). Their son Henry got his start working
in the famly brickyard, but by the tinme he was sixteen he was
al so peddling horseradish froma cart on the streets of
Shar psburg, the beginning of his lifelong career selling
prepared foods.

The First Evangelical Lutheran Church is another old
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congregation with a German pedi gree. Begun in 1863, this
church al so had services in German until the advent of
American involvenment in Wrld War |. This church is notable
today for its parochial grade school. Lutheran churches in
t he Upper M dwest often operate elenentary and high schools; a
Lut heran parochial school in the Pittsburgh area, however, is

much nmore unusual. Rev. Mark Shockey, the pastor, wites that
the church "fromits very inception concerned itself with
education . . . as early as 1866, regul ar week-day cl asses
were being held.” The Heinz famly has a history of hel ping

to endow Shar psburg churches. First Evangelical Lutheran has
a w ndow acknowl edgi ng the generosity of H J. Heinz;

M. Heinz himself was a nmenber of Grace Methodist Church in
Shar psburg and taught Sunday school for many years there. In
1917 the Heinz famly also contributed to the building fund
for St. Mary's, which cost a reported $300, 000.

Anot her notable location in town is the triangul ar
intersection where Main Street and N. Canal Street converge.
At this spot is a bronze statue of Chief Guyasuta, the Seneca
gui de who reputedly worked with George Washington on a
surveyi ng expedition in 1753. This statue is not original;
according to John Arch it is the third that has stood at that
corner. The orignal was wecked in the 1930s by an
aut onobi l e; the second was denolished in the 1970s by a
trucker that attenpted too sharp a turn from Main onto
N. Canal. The third statue was cast fromthe nold of a
"generic Indian"; according to M. Arch, the sanme statue
stands in other towns, where it may be used to comrenorate
Tecunseh, or sone other fanous Native Anmerican
figure of |ocal inportance.

3. Sharpsburg's Italian Comunity

There is an active Italian comunity in Sharpsburg which
is aresult of the mlls that were in or near the town before
the first World War. Anthony Sacco has had a barbershop on
Main Street in Sharpsburg since 1931, and his famly typifies
the Italian presence in the borough. His father Frank worked
at Spang's Steel Pipe in nearby Etna after em grating from
Italy in the second decade of this century; by 1917 M. Sacco
was operating a barbershop as well as working at the mill.
Hi s plan, which has often been used in Sharpsburg and i ndeed
t hroughout the area, was to make the job at the mll a
platformfor a nore desirable career in an individually owned
busi ness or trade.

Ot her successful Italian businesses in Sharpsburg point

to the sane pattern, such as the popular Sal Pietro's
Restaurant, across the street from Sacco's Barber Shop.
El sewhere along the river, former mll workers tell simlar
stories of finding a way out of a job that was noisy, dirty,
and often dangerous. For instance, George Dol hi in Bl awmox
went to night school after WWII on the G Bill so that he
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could be onme a draftsman and | eave the Hanmmerwel d shop in the
grating departnent of BlIaw knox Conpany, a job he detested.

Frank Sacco's ol der brother John followed the trail blazed
by his father: he worked at Union Steel in Sharpsburg during
the 1920's before taking up the barbering trade hinself.

Ant hony hinsel f worked at Spang as well as in the famly

bar ber shop during the 1930s; after serving in the Second
World War, however, he returned to Sharpsburg and devot ed

hi msel f exclusively to the barber shop. Hi s brother John
passed away about ten years ago and Ant hony still works

hal f-days in the shop at the age of 82. Anthony Sacco's shop
is a social center for old friends and custoners, who drop by
in the nornings for a trimor some conversation. The shop
itself is an archive with old pictures of famly nmenbers and
friends on the walls. M. Sacco also has a large collection
of cigarette lighters in the show wi ndow of his shop, sone of

whi ch are old and quite ornate. M. Sacco, who snokes a
pi pe, says he still adds to his collection from donations by
friends and acquisitions at flea markets, but decent |ighters

are "hard to come by now-they're all throw aways."

Anot her center for Italian activity is the Regina El ena
| odge about two bl ocks east of Sacco's Barber Shop on Min
Street. There was a Sons of Italy chapter in town as well,
but it is now gone. Two Regina El ena Lodge nenbers, Jim
Mal | ey and Orlando Vilenza, nentioned that there also was a
Polish Falcons club in town that is gone now as well. Malley
remarked that "the Irish used to neet in a car so they could
go down the street throw ng bonbs”; and on a nore serious
note, he nentioned that if |I wanted to see real activity and
clubs in town, | "should have conme sixty years ago." Holy
Madonna of Jerusalemat 9th and Clay Streets is the Italian
Catholic church in town; Madonna is in a church building that
was originally St. Joseph's, but that congregation noved to a
site on Dorseyville Road in O Hara Township in the early
1960s. Another Catholic congregation with an ethnic
orientation is St. John Cantius Church at 612 Penn Avenue,
about a block away from St. Mary's. This small congregation
serves the famlies of Polish descent in the borough.

Next to the Regina Elena Lodge building on Main Street is
a | arge apartnent building that houses retired people. The
plaza in front of this building has benches and is a center
for ol der people to congregate and socialize. This paved area
al so is used by residents and others as a flea market, which
operates periodically in nice weather.

Aspi nwal |

1. Previous Research
The nost significant previous printed work is contained
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in the 1992 book comenorating the centennial of the borough,
Aspinwall: the Town that Pride Built. Besides an account of
the community's early days, the book includes chapters on
events and organi zations over the past 100 years: schools,
churches, civic groups, the borough fire and police
departnments, and the personal rem niscences of ol der natives.
A book on architecture in the Pittsburgh area by Franklin
Toker, Pittsburgh: An Urban Portrait, contains information
about houses in Aspinwall and Fox Chapel planned by architect
Frederi ck Sauer. (For photos of the Sauer houses, see p. 127
of the Aspinwall centennial book.)

Resour ce peopl e include Tom Ference, who operates the
tackl e and bait shop on Freeport Road, the International
Angl er. Another source of information about the borough over
the past twenty years is Ed Merzlak, the former mayor from
1977-1981. Ellen Kight, a longtine resident of nearby O Hara
Townshi p, has good information about the evolution of
Aspinwall froma m ddl e-cl ass residential suburb to a nagnet
for retail activity along the north bank of the All egheny
Ri ver.

2. Geography and Cul tural History

Aspinwall is located on the north bank of the Allegheny
Ri ver, eight mles east of the point where the All egheny and
t he Monongahel a Rivers converge. The town is contained
| argely between the river on the south and the Route 28
Expressway on the north, with O Hara Township and the
extensive residential district of Fox Chapel |ocated to the
north of the highway. The Borough of Sharpsburg lies just
east of Aspinwall and the Hi ghland Park Bridge. Blawnox is
| ocated two miles west of Aspinwall; along Freeport Road
bet ween the two boroughs is the RIDC Industrial Park, built on
the site of the fornmer County Workhouse. The 1990 popul ati on
figure was 2,880, which is a decline of about 400 people from
1980. During the same period, however, housing units in the
borough showed a slight increase. The nedian age of Aspi nwal l
residents is 38.3 years, about two years older than the figure
for Allegheny County as a whol e.

As one drives north of Aspinwall along Rte. 28, the
| argest and nost noticeable structures are the Aspinwall Water
Punmpi ng Station along the All egheny and the Waterworks Mall, a
shopping center taking its nane fromthe function of the
Station. Both facilities are based on the presence of the
river and mark changing strategies for exploiting the
Al | egheny to best advantage for the people in the community
and surrounding region. For the first 90 years of its
hi story, the borough of Aspinwall was primarily a residential
area with businesses and retail ers geared toward serving the
| ocal population. Since the early 1980s, the advent of the
nodern and el aborate shoppi ng conpl ex beside Aspinwall (the



24
Waterworks Mall is technically a part of Pittsburgh) is the
primary exanple in the Allegheny Valley of the attraction this
area has for outside business people and consuners.

I n the begi nning, borough founders were thinking mainly
of a place to escape the bustle, crowding, and dirt of
i ndustrial Pittsburgh. Aspinwall was orignally a part of the
Depreci ati on Lands north of the Allegheny River that
eventually formed O Hara Townshi p. Few people lived on the
land until the 1820s, when the Pennsyl vania Canal was
construct ed between Phil adel phia and Pittsburgh. During the
next seventy years the area east of Sharpsburg was rura
country with farms and a few sumrer houses for wealthy
Pittsburghers such as the famly of Janes Ross, a nenber of
the Constitutional Convention who built a honme at what is now
the corner of Freeport and Fox Chapel roads. During the
1860s, young H. J. Heinz had | eased 160 acres in the
Shar psburg area to grow horseradi sh and other crops for his
fl edgling prepared-foods business. A few of these acres were
near the spot now occupi ed by the H ghland Park Bridge, and
the aroma fromthese fields reputedly caused people on the
opposite banks of the All egheny to call the area "Spicey Town"

(Centennial Book, p. 10). This location began to becone a
real town in 1890, when Henry Warner purchased 155 acres from
Ms. Annie Aspinwall, a descendant of Ross, and began selling

| ots for honebuil di ng under the nane of the Aspinwall Land
Conpany.

War ner, who was superintendent of the Allegheny County
Wor khouse, a mle or so east of his new | and, envisioned a
community for Pittsburgh residents tired of the noise and
grime of the industrial town, as well as the crowds--in 1890
t he population of the city was al ready over 200, 000. By 1892
t he new t own had about 400 people and had petitioned for
bor ough i ncorporation, since the resources of O Hara Township
were not equal to the needs of the residents for naintained
roads and waste disposal. The new borough concentrated on
conmmunity inmprovenent such as a sewer system during the next
several years, and by 1900 the population in Aspinwall had
grown to 1, 231.

Over the next several decades, a pattern of slow but
st eady devel opnent in the borough persisted. By 1930, at the
onset of the Depression, the population had reached about
4,000 in Aspinwall. After that time, the town's popul ation
stabilized, but the community retained a reputation as a
pl easant, livable place. 1In the Centennial Book, 100-year-old
native Mary Soonick reflected back on her upbringing in
Aspinwall: "OCh, yes, | liked it . . . | knew everybody and
that made a difference. | renmenber where ny friends
i ved--where all the schools and churces were-- especially our
Presbyterian. 1t was a good place to live" (p. 49).
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3. Commerci al Devel opnent and the Wat erwor ks Mal |

Edward Merzl ak, a native of Etna, also attests to
Aspinwal | s attraction as a place to |live. He noved to the
borough after getting married in the m d-1950s and has |ived
on Fifth Street ever since. He conmes froma large Catholic
Croatian famly, and admts that another reason he and his
wi fe decided to nove a few mles from Etna was for breathing
room His nother ruled the roost at home, and he recalls that
even after he got married, he and his brothers and sisters
(nine altogether) were expected at honme for Sunday breakfast
before church: "She was the boss" for as long as she lived.
Mer zl ak wor ked at Wman's Steel MIIl (originallyn the west end
of Pittsburgh, now | ocated at nearby RIDC I ndustrial Park) for
29 years. He retired five years ago and now works as a
wat chman at Longwood Retirenent Center in Oaknont "to keep
busy.”™ His living in Aspinwall and working el sewhere in the
area is also a tradition in the borough--as M. Merzl ak
commented, "There's no industry in Aspinwall."

Ed Merzlak is also the first (and thus far only) Croatian

and Denocrat to be el ected mayor of Aspinwall. The borough,
unl i ke the working-class comunities of Sharpsburg, Etna and
Mllvale, is primarily Republican in its voting pattern. Hi s

br ot her Joseph, who has a woodwor ki ng shop in Etna, has a
wonder ful photograph taken after the el ection show ng Ed

hol ding up a | ocal newspaper erroneously awarding the race to
hi s opponent: "Buckley gains close win." M. Merzlak
attributed his upset to the mbod of voters at the tine: he
was the younger man, and the Borough was ready for a change.
He also credited a close friend from Etna, Tony Dam ano, with
provi di ng advice for his canpaign--"He [Tony] taught me
everything." M. Dam ano was a |ong-time Borough Counci
menber in Etna and an eight-term mayor there. (He passed away
in April of this year.)

Mayor Merzlak's term from 1978 to 1982, was significant
since it was during that time that the city of Pittsburgh
approved plans for the Waterworks Mall adjacent to Aspinwall.
M. Merzlak and other residents of the borough point out that
since the shopping center was built, the small town has
experienced big-city traffic congestion along the main
t horoughfare, Freeport Road. He recalls that during his term
he | obbied the city to put in a separate entrance ranp to the
Mall fromthe Rte. 28 expressway, but he was not able to
accomplish this. The proximty of the Mall, but the fact that
it isin a separate jurisdiction, also causes problens for
Borough enmergency units and the police. The reluctance of the
city of Pittsburgh to permit Aspinwall units to respond to
calls from Mall busi nesses indicates a | ack of reciprocation;

i n nearby communities, such as Etna and MIIlvale, as well as
Aspinwal |, the Pittsburgh police departnent has worked out a
partnership arrangenment with | ocal authorities so that their
units have the discretion to answer energency calls in those
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bor oughs.

Busi nesses in Aspinwall itself are affected by the influx
of people fromall over the area who conme to the Mall to shop.
The town has refurbished certain commercial blocks (on
Comrer ci al Avenue, for instance) so that adjoining buildings
have the sanme col or schene, types of signs, and awni ngs above
their show wi ndows. Such cosnetic features suggest an attenpt
to attract casual visiters and browsers, as well as | ocal
custonmers. Sone Aspinwall retailers have to attract
out-of-town dollars to stay afloat. Lynlott's M niatures on
Comrerci al Avenue is geared towards collectors with an
interest in collectible dolls and realistic doll houses. \Wile
much of the store's stock cones from outside the Pittsburgh
area, the owner, Deborah Lynn McManus, does stock the work of

talented | ocal craftspeople as well, such as woodwor ker Earl
Bernard of Etna, who nakes highly realistic m niature houses
to the scale of one inch to the foot, including replicas of

houses in the Aspinwall / Fox Chapel area.

Anot her | ocal businessman connected to a traditional
craft is Tom Ference, who owns and nanages the I|nternationa
Angl er on Freeport Road. M. Ference is an angler and fly-
tyer who receives orders fromaround the country and the world
for his lures, which he makes using nethods and materials
originally learned from his grandfather, Homer Fritz of New
Kensi ngton, "the hunter and fisherman in the famly." Wen |
first visited the store, M. Ference was instructing his son,
who is eight, about the proper way to tie a streaner |ure used
for Atlantic salmon. Tom also is an acconplished caster, and
he gives | essons at nearby Squaw Run Park on the proper way to
cast a line for accuracy and di stance.

Tom Ference's International Angler shop is an exanpl e of
the way the river and surrounding area are being used to
foster an econony based nore on natural resources and
recreational pastines than on the heavy industry of the past.
In the menory of ol der residents of towns such as Aspinwall,
Bl awnox and Verona, the Allegheny River was sw ft-running,
shal | ow and cl ean, ideal for wading, fishing, and ice-skating
in the winter nonths. After the river was dammed in the
1930s, it becanme slower and deeper, which nmade it better
suited to barge traffic related to heavy industry and not so
good for recreation. Now that industry has been scal ed down
al ong the | ower Allegheny, the river is running cleaner.
Recreational pursuits such as boating and fishing have nade a
coneback, as well as local commercial enterprises geared to
those activities--marinas or bait and tackle stores.

Bl awnox

1. Previous Research
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The 1975 anni versary book, Borough of Blawnox: A Story
of Its People, is a valuable resource. This book iIncludes
useful articles by residents: Margaret Byrne Lang's
previ ously unpublished 1947 manuscript, "Study of a Smal
Town," gives a well-written overview of 200 years of history
about the town and the | ower Allegheny River valley starting
with the onset of the French and Indian War in 1753. There
are other articles as well, including the one-page "Hi story of
Bl aw- Knox Conpany, " (author unknown) which resident Dale
Roberts renenbers as a speech given by a conpany executive.
Thi s book contains inportant information about the history of
the town and the Bl aw Knox Conpany, from which the town got
its nane in 1925. (Before that tine, the village on the town
site was known as Hoboken.) Key |ocal people who worked on
this project, in commenoration of the 50th anniversary of the
i ncorporation of Blawnox, are Elizabeth Roberts and Vinnie
Mal ec.

Anot her useful book is Margaret K. Look's At Hone on the
Wor khouse Farm (1986). For over a hundred years, beginning in
1869, All egheny County maintained a Workhouse and adj oi ni ng
farm al ong Freeport Road, imedi ately west of Bl awnox.
Ms. Look's father, Sanmuel C. Kincaid, nmanaged the farm for the
County from 1919 to 1956, and it was on this farmthat the
aut hor grew up during the 1930s and 1940s. This institution
is well-remenbered by Bl awnox residents, both as a source of
enpl oynment and as a place to buy fresh produce, eggs, and
items that inmates manufactured in workshops, such as w cker
chairs and broons.

Key resource people in Blawnox include grocery store
owner Bill Sproul, former Blaw Knox draftsman Dal e Roberts,
El i zabeth Roberts (Dale's sister), fornmer U S. Steel draftsman
George Dol hi (who has donated a 40-m nute videotape in which
he narrates a history of Blawnox), and Charles Specht, who is
active in local history organizations such as the group who
mai ntain the Neville House on old Washi ngton Pike (Rte. 50).

2. Geography and Cul tural History

The borough of Blawnox is | ocated on the north bank of
the All egheny River, nine mles east of the point where the
Al | egheny and t he Monongahel a converge to formthe Chio
River. Blawnox is bounded on the east by the RIDC Industri al
Park (formerly the site of County Wbrkhouse) and on the west
by the village of Montrose. The town is situated nmainly in a
flood plain about a quarter mle wi de between the river and
Freeport Road; another quarter mle of the borough on the
north side of Freeport is steep and hilly terrain which
contai ns residential neighborhoods al ong terraced
streets. Just north of Blawnox is O Hara Townshi p.

The site for the town was first surveyed into tracts
i medi ately after the Revol utionary War as part of the
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Depreci ati on Lands that the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a gave
to soldiers in |lieu of cash paynent for wartinme service.

Until the advent of the Pennsylvania Canal, however, in the
1820s, there is no record of anyone building a structure
within the boundaries of the town. |In about 1820, a canal

house was built at the spot where Center Avenue is crossed by
the railroad tracks (Lang, p.12). This structure, which
originally served as an inn for canal travellers, stood until
the | ate 1950s, when the borough condemed and burned it. At
the time of its destruction, according to resident John "Tip"
McMahon, the old canal house was so solidly built that the
structure burned for three days before it was entirely
consumned.

The town site remained a rural farmng area until the
advent of the Pennsylvania Railroad, which was constructed in
the bed of the Canal after the Railroad conpany obtained the
right-of-way. On July 1, 1868, the first town plan of lots
was |aid out for the village of Hoboken, |ndiana Township
(Lang, p.18). In the sane year, Allegheny County began work
on the Workhouse and I nebriate Asylum which was | ocated just
to the west of the village. This facility provided a |ocus
for employnment in the area, and many of the first residents of
Hoboken were guards and ot her personnel enployed at the
Wor khouse. I n her manuscript, Lang wites that one reason for
the | ocation of the Wrkhouse near the village of Hoboken was
t he nunmber of footloose men after the Civil War who roaned the
country, often followi ng the path made by the railroad or
riding in freight cars. Many becane stranded in Pittsburgh, a
railroad center, and in order to nanage and care for "these
nunmber s of penniless, homel ess, ragged nen as well as other
petty | aw breakers and inebriates,” the County planned a
Wor khouse at Clernmont (a tract of land just to the west of
what is now Bl awnox; it was also known as Cl arenont
Station). The bricks for this structure and the surroundi ng
walls were made froma clay field al ong Center Avenue (Lang,

p. 19). The Pennylvania Railroad |ine through Bl awnox
continued to attract travelers for many years after this

time. Resident Bill Sproul maintains that the old town nane
of Hoboken was a result of hobos who rode the trains and woul d
canp by the tracks on the eastern edge of town. Sproul
remenbers seeing hobos in town as a young man--"t hey al ways
seened to know whi ch house woul d give them a handout; they'd
cone back again and again" (field notes, 6-22-93).

Lang's manuscript includes a vivid personal nenmoir of the
town at the turn of the century, when the Wrkhouse was the
chief enployer. Trilby Hall, at the corner of Center Avenue
and Freeport Road, was used as a meeting place by such groups
as the Odd Fellows and the Rebecca Lodge. Young people in the
area used to organi ze dances there, although transportation
for the band from Pittsburgh was almays an i ssue, since the
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last train to the city left at 10:45, too early in the evening
for the dancers to quit. Eventually, a town band was
organi zed, and the young people would do "the waltz, the
Newport, the two-step and the Schottische" (Lang, p. 27).

Longtine residents tell stories about the Wrkhouse and
how the institution was tied in with life in the town. The
farm whi ch enpl oyed i nmates was a source of produce and
chi ckens for townspeople; and workshops at the Workhouse
itself provided household itens such as broons and
chairs. Blawnox residents rem ni sce about Workhouse trustees
who woul d be seen regularly around town on errands such as
pi cking up mail at the post office on Freeport Road. Ceorge
Dol hi recalls Workhouse inmates hel ping to rescue people from
their homes during the 1936 St. Patrick's Day Fl ood
(" Nostal gi a" videotape: ES93 JS1 V).

Several people in town still remenber and tell the story
of Stanley Hoss, an inmate who escaped fromthe Workhouse in
the |l ate 1960s, stole a car in Blawnox, and shot a policenman
to death in Verona, across the river, after the officer had
pul | ed hi mover (see tape inteview ES93 JS2 C). According to
the 1991 Verona Anniversary Book, the Verona officer killed
was Joseph P. Zanella, on Septenber 19, 1969. Bl awnox grocery
store owner Bill Sproul links this incident with the
subsequent closing of the Workhouse-- he nmaintains that the
institution was never intended to house violent felons in the
first place, and it was a great m stake to incarcerate a nman
such as Hoss there.

Al | egheny County closed the institution and sold the land in
the early 1970s. The site of the old County Workhouse i s now
occupied mainly by the RIDC Industrial Park; part of the old
wall still runs along Freeport Road, although it is reduced in
si ze.

3. The Bl aw- Knox Conpany

The nost inportant institution in Blawnox since the 1925
i ncorporation of the borough was the Bl aw Knox Stee
Construction Conpany. The conpany was fornmed through the
merger of Blaw Steel Construction and the Knox Pressed and
Wel ded Steel Conpany in 1917. Prior to this date the village
that existed was in an area of the county chiefly used for
agriculture, and the town went by the nane of Hoboken. Local
hi storian Elizabeth Roberts maintains that the town before the
mll came was still rural: "People used to grow tomatoes for
M. Heinz" at that tinme (ES93 JS2 C). The nane Bl awnox was
adopted at the request of the Bl aw-Knox conpany in 1925, eight
years after the conpany located in the town. The rationale,
according to residents Dal e and Betsy Roberts, was that the
conpany received virtually all mail going to the village, and
conpany officials wished to make the address easy for their
correspondents.
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The conpany achi eved initial success when Jacob Bl aw, one
of the founders, devised re-usable steel forns for concrete
sewer construction in 1906 (Snyder, p. 11). The Bl aw Stee
Construction Conpany began operations in Reynoldsville, PA.
In 1917, Blaw nerged with the Knox Pressed and Wl ded Stee
Conmpany, which was |ocated in Sharon, PA, to form Bl aw Knox
Conpany, and the new conpany set up business in Hoboken, PA.
Dal e Roberts asserts that part of the incentive for Bl aw Knox
to come to Hoboken came fromthe Pennsylvania Railroad, which
agreed to build a track fromthe station house in the vill age
to the site for the mll. After the nmerger, the conpany
manuf actured steel fornms for a variety of construction
projects, including bridges, danms, tunnels, and roads. The
pl ant al so nmade steel and al um num grating used in bridges,
rail road crossings, sewer gratings, and flooring in steel
mlls. At its height in the decade following WVII, the
Bl aw- Knox conpany had divisions not only in the Pittsburgh
area, but in cities such as Wheeling, Buffalo, and Hartford.
The variety of equi pnent Bl aw- Knox nmade for the construction
and manufacturing industries was so extensive that it was
known as "the Departnment Store of Fabricated Products”
("History of Blaw Knox Conpany” in the Bl awnox 50th
Anni versary book).

During the first years of operation in Bl awnox, the
Bl aw- Knox Conpany influenced the devel opment of the town in
many ways. Approxi mately 150 homes were built for conpany
wor kers. (Many of these hones still stand in town, along the
sout hern side of Freeport Road, for exanple, just west of the
Borough office building.) George Dol hi, who worked in the
Hamrer wel d departnent of Bl aw- Knox as a young man before and
after serving in the Second World War, recalls the track |ine
that ran fromthe railroad station house in town right into
t he Bl aw- Knox pl ant grounds.

Dal e Roberts, who worked in the grating departnment for
Bl aw- Knox for thirty-four years, discussed sone of the
hi ghli ghts of the conpany during his tine of enploynent.
The m 1l |ocated in town was always involved in fabricating
parts for steel mlls: grating for stairs and wal kways,
wat er - cool ed furnace doors, transfer cars, |adle hooks and
tongs, buckets, and other items. M. Roberts' viewis that
the conpany did well until the time the original management
sold out to White Consolidating in 1977. For M. Roberts, the
gol den era of the conpany began with World War Il and
continued during the building boomthat followed the end of
the war. He recalls that during that period, the parking | ot
was al ways full and the m || operated with three shifts around
the clock. This viewis concurred by Emma Chedonic, who owns
Emma' s Bar on Center Avenue, |ess than a block north of the
Bl aw- Knox steel yard. Her husband started the tavern in
1933. He passed away in 1945, but Ms. Chedonic has continued
t he business with the help of her sister-in- |law Ann ever
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since. She recalls that when Bl aw- Knox had peak enpl oynment,
workers would stand in line waiting for a spot at the bar
during a shift change.

At the height of the conpany, Bl aw- Knox had divisions in
several Pittsburgh area |ocations, as well as in other cities
such as Wheeling and Buffalo. After Blaw Knox was sold in
1977, however, the period of expansion for the business cane
to an end. (Other mll enployees place the change in
ownership a few years earlier, in the late 1960s, but they,
too, agree that the conpany changed for the worse after this
sal e.) M. Roberts maintains the business philosophy changed
from pleasing the customer to trying to make a quick profit.
After White took over, for exanple, machinery in the plant was
not upgraded and replaced at nearly the rate it had been
before. Another illustration of the change was in the |arge
steel yard at the western end of the plant: it always used to
be full of steel plate so that orders could be filled quickly;
after 1977, though, the steel in the yard was sold off and
subsequent orders could not be filled as swiftly, making the
conpany | ess conpetitive.

M. Roberts has other stories of conpany m sfortune
starting in the 1970s. Bl aw-Knox already had ordered an
expensi ve high-speed grating machine from an Austrian Conpany
at the time White Consolidating took over. The new owners
were not nearly as conmtted to the machine, and after it was
shi pped, they dragged their heels on figuring out what to do
with it. In addition, the machi ne was dropped by a crane
whi |l e being unl oaded froma ship at a harbor in Baltinore.
The machine had to be shipped back to Austria for extensive
repairs. As M. Roberts put it, "The MII| was snakebit."
Eventual |y, the nmachine was repaired and set up at a division
of the conmpany in the Chicago area-- but it never was very
reliable and the nanagenent seened uncertain how to make it a
part of the overall operations of the conpany. Roberts
hi msel f worked on it for six nmonths in 1985. Bl aw Knox was
eventually sold to a man nanmed Tonovich in Clevel and, who gave
even |l ess attention to keeping the business conpetitive.

M. Roberts was laid off in 1991-- "the last man in the
drafting departnment”--and took his retirenent at that tinme.

M. Roberts does recall the time, during and after World
War 11, when there were three shifts and the conpany nade
construction equi pnent that was used all over the world. He
al so nentions aerospace work the conpany did during the Apollo
Moon Program when Bl aw- Knox made radi o antenna di shes that
were used all over the world to track spacecraft and hel p
pi npoi nt destinations. To make such products took precise
work and a great deal of skill, and the conpany people who
wor ked on the project were proud of their ability to turn out
hi gh-qual ity antennas.
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Work on the floor of the mlIl was always noisy and dirty
and frequently hazardous as well. George Dol hi, who spent 29
years as a draftsman at U S. Steel renenbers well his
notivation to take up that trade. After returning fromthe
navy at the end of WVWII, he got a job in the hamerweld
department at Bl aw Knox. Hammerwel di ng, he expl ains, involved
beating two plates of steel together in a huge press "until
you couldn't tell where the seamwas.” M. Dolhi's job, as a
new man on the floor, was to grab a metal plate that had been
heated in a furnace to the point where it wasn't red hot, but
hot enough to be nmll eabl e under the press, and place it in
position to be beaten. The heat fromthe furnace affected him
to the point where he devel oped boils under his arnpits. That
was when he decided to go to night school on the G Bill and
get a draftsman's certificate.

Anot her way of coping with the m |l was through pranks.
M . Dol hi knows a nunmber of men in Bl awnox who worked at the
mll at one time or another and all are about his age (68).

These men renmenber intitiating new workers by sending them off
to anot her Bl aw Knox plant in search of "quarter-inch
squares,” or sonme other non-existent item Bill Sproul, who
worked in the mll for brief periods as a young nman (he mainly
worked in the famly grocery which he now owns), renmenbers

wel ding a new man's |unch bucket to the floor. Andy Dol hi,
George's ol der brother, remenbers pouring water into the |ock
of an equi pment-shed door at the end of his shift on w nter
days. Andy knew that George needed to get equi pment out of
the shed first thing in the norning, and he would be forced to
crawl through a wi ndow since the |ock was frozen and the door
woul dn't open. George did not find out about his brother's
prank until years |later; he refers to the hazing as a "real
story of brotherly |love."” Several nen who worked on the fl oor
decades ago still talk with enotion about carel ess crane
operators who woul d pass netal blocks and plates over their
heads wi t hout giving them adequate tinme to get out of the
way- - agai nst conpany safety rules. These operators would al so
be the targets for anonynous pranks fromtinme to tine.

Overall, though, workers were proud to be associated with the
products made by Bl aw- Knox, at l|least up until the tinme when
White Consolidating assunmed control of the conpany.

Dal e Roberts nentions that towards the | ast period of
operation, business had sl ackened to the point where the final
shut down affected the town very little, since so few | ocal
peopl e remai ned enployed at the plant. Now, the Bl aw Knox
pl ant buil dings are used by several smaller businesses. An
engi neering and drafting firm for exanple, has taken over the
managenent offices | ocated beside the fence on one side of the
old steel yard. Blaw Knox still exists in name with divisions
under operation in Wheeling and Buffalo, and with corporate
offices in downtown Pittsburgh. But the business, since 1991,
no |l onger operates in the town nine mles upriver, which took
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its nane fromthe Bl aw Knox Conpany.

Ver ona

1. Previous Research

Verona has produced two anniversary history books. The
nost recent is Verona Then & Now (1991), commenorating the
120t h anni versary of incorporation as a borough. The earlier
book, from 1971, is called A Verona Album 1871- 1971: 100
Years of Menories, and this book is nore informative on the
hi story of the town. The key resource person on the 1991 book
is Nancy Jefferies, co-owner of Dirty Harry's Bi ke and All
Terrain Vehicle Shop in Verona. The editor of the 1971 book
is Helen Barr. Former mayor Bill Helsley was a very useful
resource as well. Jennifer DeZuitti graciously | oaned her
copy of the 1971 Verona Hi story book which | photocopi ed.

2. Geography and Cul tural History

Verona is | ocated on the southern banks of the All egheny
River, ten mles fromthe point where the All egheny and
Monongahel a Ri vers converge. The Borough of Oaknont |ies
north and east of Verona, just upriver, and the two towns are
di vided by a viaduct on Rte. 130, the main throughfare through
both communities. The 1990 census |lists the popul ation at
3,260, an increase of 81 over 1980, after several decades of
sl ow decline. The percentage of the popul ati on over age 65,
however, rose from14%in 1980 to 15.4% in 1990.

The | and that eventually became Verona was part of an
area that the Seneca and other Iroquois used for hunting at
the time the first European explorers and trappers cane into
the Allegheny River Valley. 1In 1669 the French explorer Rene
La Salle traversed the All egheny River and noted the presence
of villages in which Indians hunted and planted corn. The
first permanent English-speaking settler was M chael Bright,
who purchased 300 acres of land at the current site of the
Borough from Robert Elliott, described in the 1971 Verona
hi story book as an "Indian agent” and | and specul ator. For
the next 53 years, the eventual townsite was mainly woodl ands
and fields on which some farm ng occurred.

I n 1869, Janes Verner bought the property, and by the end
of the next year he had laid out the site for a village on the
land. His notivation was the devel opnment of the All egheny
Rai l road. Verner arranged for the presence of "railroad
shops” in the new town, including an engi ne house for
repairing cars, a machine shop, a brass foundry, and a
passenger station. Wthin a few years, Verona had 200 workers
enpl oyed in these businesses. As former Verona mayor Bil
Hel sl ey has commented, for nmany years afterwards, the
conmmunity was mainly known as a railroad town.
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Ver ona Borough was incorporated May 10, 1871, and
originally included a "second ward” north of Plum Creek. This
ward eventually withdrew from Verona and becanme the Borough of
OCaknmont on March 4, 1889. The origin of the nane Verona is
open to disagreenent. According to the 1971 history, the nanme
derives from Verner and lona, two railroad stations within the
Borough limts in 1871. 1In the 1991 Anniversary book,
however, the theory is proposed that the name resulted from
the m spronunciation by early Italian imm grants of "Verner
Station"; these people pronounced the town nane to sound nore
like "their city of Verona in Italy.” How this eventually
became the official name and pronunciation is not explained.

Rai | road business in the town attracted other business
and industry around the turn of the century. Two early
manuf act uri ng conpani es were Agnew d ass (1870) and Verona
Tool Works (1873), which was sold and known for nmany years as
Wbodi ngs Tool Works (until the early 1970s). A fanous product
of the Works was the Verona Nut Lock, used by nmajor railroads
for splicing rails. According to the 1971 history, "It was
said you could not ride over a mle of track anywhere in
America wi thout riding over a Verona nade product.” Another
prom nent manufacturer in the Borough was the Union Specialty
St eel Casting Corporation, which began in 1904 as the Ceneral
Casting Conpany. The castings fromthis conpany were used in
rolling mlls, railroad cars, autonotive dies, |ocks and dans,
bri dges, and many other items. The foundry was closed in
1984; the site, on the sout hwestern edge of Verona, is now
occupi ed by River Towne Shops, a shopping center.

3. "Verona was a Railroad Town"

Bill Helsley, a Verona resident since 1931, recalls the
borough used to be known as "a railroad town." When he was
growi ng up, M. Helsely nentions that the railroad roundhouse
(l ocated on the site now occupi ed by RobRoy Tool & Die) was a
center of activity. The Verona roundhouse, used for repairing
| oconotives, was the only one in the Allegheny Valley, and al
the trains canme through Verona. M. Helsely reports that
several mlls in the area used to enploy Verona residents. He
remenbers when a ferry used to take men two m | es downriver to
the northern banks to work at Bl aw- Knox Conpany.

Al so, the Edgewater Steel Conpany in neighboring Gaknont
has enpl oyed Verona workers since opening in 1916. [In August
13, 1993, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reported that Edgewater
Corporation was striving to stay open after going through
reorgani zati on for bankruptcy. At stake were 380 jobs (down
fromover 1,000 at the plant's peak) and retirenent pensions
for many former workers in Oaknont and Verona.

At present, some industry still exists in Verona, such as
Robroy Tool & Die. Principally, however, businesses in town
sell retail goods and services to area residents. Futule's
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Rest aurant on All egheny River Boul evard bills itself as

"Verona's O dest Business since August 1906"; it has been
owned and operated all that tine by the Futules famly. This
fam ly, of Greek descent, is promnent in the Borough; WIIliam

A. Futul es served as Borough mayor from 1982 to 1990. A nore
recent business in a historic building is an antique furniture
store called the Choir Loft at the corner of South Avenue and
Al | egheny River Boul evard. Before the current business, the
bui l ding was the original site of A-Z Chevrolet; before that,
it was the original Verona United Presbyterian Church

(organi zed in 1896). A longtinme Verona resident, Cl arence
Mason, clains to have married his wife Sophie in the origina
church building, in 1947, and afterwards to have patronized
bot h subsequent busi nesses, A-Z Chevrolet and the Choir Loft.
To sum up, M. Mason remarks, "I was married, bought a Chevy
and bought a couch all in the sanme building."

Verona's business district contains a nunmber of smal
shops, some of which require skilled work fromthe
proprietors. Exanples are Don Sobel, a Penn Hills resident
who handweaves cane chair backs and seats for Lou Race, a
furniture restorer. Another shop owner who uses his hands is
Joe Connelly, of Custom Canvas, who has been working at this
busi ness for eight years. Dave Manella nmakes guitars in a
smal | shop in the same building as Dirty Harry's, on All egheny
Ri ver Boulevard. | did not have the opportunity to interview
t hese craftspeople in depth during nmy survey.

Verona is generally undergoing a post-industrial
adj ustnment simlar to the boroughs on the north side of the
Al l egheny. It is, however, not closely tied in with the
nort hern boroughs because of geography and its historical
association with railroad parts manufacturing and repair--a
"track record"” connecting it nmuch nore closely with the
adj acent Borough of Oaknont and the Edgewater Corporation, a
maker of railroad car wheels. Years ago, sone Verona
residents worked on the other side of the river, at Bl aw
Knox. But for the nost part, the river has served as a
nat ural boundary; as Dal e Roberts of Blawnox put it in
referring to his own connection with Verona: "That's on the
ot her side of the river; it mght as well be Tinbuktu."

There has been talk in Verona over the years about
getting a bridge built. There is a bridge two mles upriver
at GCaknmont, and about three m |l es downriver at Aspinwall (the
Hi ghl and Park Bridge). But with the volume of traffic along
both sides of the river, getting to Verona fromthe north is a
fairly protracted trip by autonpobile. This issue is of
concern to business people, such as Nancy Jeffries of Dirty
Harry's Bi ke Shop, because the town is isolated from
wel | - heel ed potential custoners in Fox Chapel, a district that
is only a couple of mles away as the crow flies, but a | onger
and nmore indirect drive. M. Jeffries is in the process of
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submtting a plan to Penn Dot for a bridge, a necessary
initial step. But the reality remains years away, at best.

COMMON THEMES AND | SSUES

Al'l communities are dealing with a so-called post-
i ndustrial economy. They share a novenent towards retail
busi nesses (suburban malls, as well as revitalization of ol der
centers of retail activity in towns); towards recreation
oriented to the All egheny River (fishing tackle and bait shops
such as the International Angler in Aspinwall and mari nas by
Aspi nwal |, Verona, and M I lvale); towards new econom c
devel opnent on the River (the Waterworks Mall near Aspinwal l
and riverfront devel opment plans in Ml vale).

Traces of the ol der econony persist in sone areas:
Ti ppi ns Machinery in Etna nmakes equi pnent for steel rolling
mlls; the Heinz Conpany, with historic ties to Sharpsburg,
still operates on the banks of the Allegheny across the river
from downt own Pittsburgh; the Edgewater Plant in Oaknont stil
makes wheels for railroad cars. But many plants no | onger
exi st, and the one mll still in operation on the north banks
(Tippins) is a non-union shop that has taken over the
facilities of the Spang works, which began in Etna in the
1820s and operated as a pi pe-mking conpany for over 140
years. In addition, Tippins began by buying and recycling
equi pmrent frommlls that had gone out of business (although
its operations have increased to a global scope since that
beginning in the early 1950s).

Retail activity, particularly in the outer boroughs of
Aspi nwal | and Bl awnox, is now directed towards custoners
t hroughout the greater Pittsburgh area, and beyond. W t ness
t he dozen or so antique shops in Blawnox, all within several
bl ocks of one anot her al ong Freeport Road. Another exanple is
the | arge Waterworks Mall al so al ong Freeport Road between
Aspi nwal | and Fox Chapel (the Mall occupies |land that is owned
and mai ntained by the city of Pittsburgh, but the | ocation
makes it appear to be part of Aspinwall's expanded busi ness
district; traffic on Freeport certainly travels into the
borough and the volunme of vehicles is a daily part of life now
in Aspinwall.)

This |l arge shopping center beside Aspinwall has affected
the nature of retail business in the borough itself. Along
Comrerci al Avenue, for exanple, a block in 1946 contained the
Enmbassy Theater for novies, Fehrman's Drug Store, and Bud's
Mar ket (a delicatessen). Today, the buildings, rehabbed to
present a simlar color schenme and awni ng design, contain the
Town and Country Portrait Studio, Lynlott Mniatures (a craft
store for collectors and hobbyists), Rugerri's Food Shoppe and
a restaurant. The first two of these businesses rely on
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regional clientele beyond the scope of a town with a
popul ati on base of 2,880 (1990 census). Upstream and across
the river in Verona and nei ghboring Gaknont, the same pattern
of commrerci al redevel opnent has been going on since the |ate
1970s. (Verona, a town of 3,200 people, currently has two
bi cycle retailers.) The noral seens to be that retailers nust
attract outsiders with disposable income if they are going to
survive.

Communities closer to Pittsburgh--MIllvale, Etna and
Shar psburg--all have an ol der, working-class architectural
| ayout (and to a certain extent population as well). Note the
conpact space these boroughs occupy between the north bank of
the river and the steep hills | ocated about a quarter of a
mle fromthe river's banks. This is a part of the Pittsburgh
area goi ng back to the devel opnent of the 19th-century stee
i ndustry when the mlls were built on river banks to take
advant age of the natural transportation and waste disposal
route and workers' homes were built on hillsides and fl ood
pl ai ns not occupied by the mlls but fast beside them
Architectural features suggest this pattern in the three
northsi de All egheny communities, particularly the prom nent
pl acement of churches on higher ground to conmand the eye of
the viewer and underscore the inportance of the church in the
lives of working class famlies. (Note the coments of
Shar psburg attorney John Arch; also, Toker's coments about
Mllvale on p. 302.)

Hi storical characteristics |inking the towns--the borough
system of governnment and the ol der office of burgess instead
of mayor; these features suggest the inportance of early
Scots-lrish residents in the Pittsburgh area. The ol der
churches in the study area (Lutheran and Catholic parishes)
reflect the early German influence on the settling and
devel opnent of the Allegheny River valley. The inportance of
churches such as First Evangelical Lutheran in Sharpsburg
(founded in 1863) or St. Anthony's in M| lvale (1886)
persists, although oftentimes w thout such a decidedly German
orientation (e.g., the practice up to Wrld War | of having
church services in German). One exanple: after a July 4,
1878, Heinz conpany picnic to Aspinwall ended in the tragic
| oss of seven people during a violent storm the funeral
sernons the next day in Sharpsburg and Etna were mainly held
in the German | anguage (Al berts, p.36).

Anot her historic event that is talked about in each
community | visited along the Allegheny is the 1936
St. Patrick's Day Flood. Stories about this natural disaster
forma traditional |ink anong all conmunities in the
Pittsburgh area that were hard-hit by the flood. The Reverend
Mar k Shockey showed me the high water plaque in the entrance
hall of the First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sharpsburg,
above one of the double doors |leading into the worship area
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(the water crested at 46.6 feet, with 92% of Sharpsburg
borough flooded). Every local history book I saw that had
been produced since the disaster--in MIlvale, Etna,
Aspi nwal | , Bl awnox, and Verona--had sections on the 1936 fl ood
with pictures and printed comentary.

| ssues of community identity have to do with the tendency
of people to |ive where they were brought up, and also the
recognition of ethnic ties in certain neighborhoods. Both
patterns have undergone change since the gradual breakup of
t he regi onal steel economy. Younger people now often | eave in
search of higher paying jobs el sewhere; third- and
fourth-generation residents see thensel ves as nore Anerican
t han anything el se. (Dal e Roberts of Blawnox remarked that he
is alnmost 100% Irish on both sides of his famly, but he was
never interested in this aspect of his heritage: "To nme, |
was an Anerican-- hell, they go around over there bl ow ng
t hensel ves up with bonmbs!")

Nevert hel ess, ethnicity still plays an inmportant role in
the identity of many residents; the Croatian conmunity, which
is centered in the St. Nicholas Parish in MIlvale (as far as
this study area is concerned) is quite active; church nenbers
have formed a group to preserve the unusual nurals painted by
Maxo Vanka between 1937 and 1941; nmusic rem niscent of the
Bal kan background of this group can be heard on Sundays at the
Croatian picnic grounds just north of MIlvale in Bauerstown.
Both M1 1lval e and nei ghboring Etna have active Croatian
| odges; in Etna the Croatian Fraternal Union Lodge #4 was
formed in 1894 and net for years in the hall at 30 G ant
Avenue (now the Bl arney Stone Restaurant, a prom nent Irish
establishment in the Pittsburgh area). The Etna CFU #4
currently neets at the Jockey Club on Isabella Ave. (near the
site of the long- departed |Isabella Blast Furnace).
Menmber shi p stands at about 700 adult nmenbers (not limted to
residents of Etna).

Community identity is also present in the yearly street
fairs and parades that the northern Allegheny communities
have. These are fundraisers tied in with established
churches, such as St. Anthony's Catholic Church in MIllvale
(originally seen as the German parish in that comrunity, but
now multi-cultural), or with volunteer fire departnents.

O her exanmpl es of community pride are the cel ebrations towns
stage on signficant dates such as the centennial anniversary
of borough incorporation. These anniversary events often
bring forth borough history and nmenory books, with photos and
rem ni scences of longtine residents included. The books and
cel ebrations are not limted to 100th anniversaries. In the
course of nmy research | found a 50th anniversary book for

Bl awnox (from 1975), a 90th anniversary book for Etna (1959),
a 120th anniversary book for Verona (1991), and a 125th

anni versary book for MIlvale (1993). These books contain
significant events and personalities, past and present, and
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busi nesses and soci al organizations. Altogether, anniversary
books provide a revealing glinpse of how community nenbers
view thensel ves and the place where they live. One itemthat
is invariably present comenorates the town's high-school
athletic teanms; since in nost cases these high schools no
| onger exist, the pictures and captions are the source of
nostal gic reverence for the conpilers and residents donati ng
phot os and i nformation.

Cul tural Heritage |Issues

1. Ethnic culture: the Croatian comrunity in the boroughs

al ong the north bank of the Allegheny is still distinct in
many ways, even though the people are often no longer in

di stinct ethnic neighborhoods. ©One focus is St. Nichol as
Church Mllvale; this parish is historically inmportant--the
first Croatian Catholic church building to be built in America
was erected on this site around 1900; the current building is
culturally and artistically significant, with the Vanka nurals
inside displaying the artist's (and by this point) the
conmmunity's vision of a people's inm grant experience in the
Pittsburgh area. The community is commtted to preserving the
building and site, but what if the parish is taken away? How
will the structure be preserved and used over the long ternf
A local organization, the Society for the Preservation of the
Murals of St. Nicholas MIlvale, is conmtted to sustaining
the church. But do they have the wherew thal and expertise to
do this over an extended period? | don't believe that anybody
shoul d attenpt to come in and tell the conmmunity what to do
with their church. But this building is a |ocal treasure that
has a nessage that can reach the hearts and m nds of anyone
who visits. And one |ast query: can't anything be done about
the bill board on the hillside in front of the Church?

One possible followup program as a tie-in with the
100t h anniversary of the Croatian Fraternal Union in
Pittsburgh, celebrate the two parishes of St. Nicholas, along
East Ohio Street and in MIllvale. These two churches are
anmong the ol dest Croatian Catholic parishes in America. Wth
t he cooperation of key church people, such as Father Rom I do
Hrboka of St. Nicholas MII|vale, have an event at one or both
churches. Display historic and contenporary photos of the
sites and people. Misic would include the North Hills Junior
Tanmburitzans (director is Carol Sees); but nusicians
t hroughout the Lawenceville and Pittsburgh area are al so
| ogi cal inclusions, since parishoners are not restricted to
the northside area and MIlvale and Etna. Key |ocal resource
peopl e besi des those already nentioned are Joe Merzl ak (Etna),
Joe Kordesich (nusician), and Bernard Lukatich (president of
Croatian Fraternal Union).

2. Religion and Community: Churches in general in the
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Al | egheny Val |l ey boroughs are historical and cul tural
repositories. One exanple is the proliferation of Catholic
churches in Sharpsburg: St. Mary's (Gernman); Madonna of
Jerusalem (ltalian); St. John Cantius (Polish); and
St. Joseph (other Catholic). Wat has kept these parishes in
one small comunity distinct for so long? A joint
presentation of the cultural heritage of each church would be
a revealing portrait of the retention of national and ethnic
identity over several generations in one very self- contained
pl ace.

One foll ow-up program woul d i nvol ve docunentation through
interviews with | ocal church people (taped) and slides or
vi deot apes of historic and contenporary pictures. The
audi ence for the slide/tape show or videotape would be partly
| ocal Sharpsburg residents, but also people with an interest
in Pittsburgh; a videotape on this topic m ght work for
conmuni ty-access or public tel evision.

O der churches have archival files that can prove
i nval uabl e: First Evangelical Lutheran in Sharpsburg, for
exanpl e, has files of papers, photos, and yearbooks in Gernan
goi ng back to the 1863 begi nning of the church. O her
Lut heran churches in town are offshoots of First Lutheran.
Through interviews with key people, such as Reverend Mark
Shockey, the First Lutheran pastor, the history of the
Lut heran parishes in Sharpsburg, as well as issues that unite
and divide them mght be told. Oher key people are |ocal
hi stori ans Ral ph Di Lui gi and John Arch.
Two follow up questions: Is it primarily a matter of
ethnicity that has caused the Catholic and Lut heran churches
to split in Sharpsburg, or disagreenent on sectarian issues?
And second, in the case of First Lutheran, what was the reason
for beginning a Lutheran parochial school in Sharpsburg?

3. Envrionnment and Community: Each of the boroughs in ny
study area shares a set of simlar environnmental features:

the All egheny River, a narrow band of |evel |and, and steep,
wooded hills enclosing the main part of each community. These
physi cal features have affected the devel opment and limted
the gromth of these towns. And yet, within these confines the
character of each place is different, despite an outward
simlarity when viewed while traveling, for exanple on the
Rte. 28 expressway. The reason is, naturally, that the people
are not the sanme fromplace to place. What do they view as

di stinctive about their comrunities, conpared to their

nei ghbors along the river? 1n general, ny survey got at sone
broad answers--in Aspinwall, the lack of |ocal industry nade
them di fferent from Sharpsburg and Bl awnox on either side.

Bl awnox is distinct because it is so clearly the product of
one conpany, along with the longtine presence of the County
Wor khouse.  Sharpsburg, on the other hand, is a nuch ol der
town than Bl awnox, and one with a nore conplicated industrial
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past .

But these are broad strokes: how do the people see
thenselves in relation to their neighbors? | have gotten
glinpses; such as a group of Blawnox friends who grew up in
the 1930s discussing the fights they had with Aspinwall boys,
who cal l ed the Bl awnox kids "M Il Hunkies.” Mich nore remains
to be found, though, about ways that residents define and
di stinguish their comunities in this area. To nmy mnd, this
topic is primarily a research issue, which would involve taped
interviews with borough residents, exploring how they view
their town and nei ghboring comunities.

4. QOccupation and Conmunity: One clear focus is the Bl aw

Knox MI11l. In existence from 1925-1991, the Conpany naned and
hel ped build and run the town; several bl ocks of Conpany built
houses are still occupied; the Borough council was al ways
consci ous of the needs and demands of the Bl aw Knox conpany,
and, indeed, Conpany officials were often on the Council. The
site of the mll is still intact and many residents worked

there and have stories to tell.

One foll ow-up study would invol ve taped or videotaped
oral histories by former Bl aw Knox workers, as they visit and
explain the still largely intact site of the MII. There
woul d be local interest in a slide show with taped comments,
or a videotape. Key local people to work with in planning and
presenting an oral history of Bl aw Knox Conpany woul d be
CGeorge Dol hi, Bill Sproul, Peg Albright, Charles Specht, Dale
Roberts, Elizabeth Roberts, and Vinnie Ml ec.

One note: Bl aw- Knox Conpany had an i npact on people

outside of Blawnox as well. Bill Helsley of Verona, for
exanmpl e, renmenbers a ferry that used to operate at the end of
Grant St. in his town that took people across the river to

wor k at Bl aw Knox.

HERI TAGE | SSUES

5. Local History and Community ldentity: An indisputable sign
of community pride in the boroughs are the anniversary

cel ebrations for significant dates, such as the centennial of
borough incorporation. Along with street fairs, parades, and
ot her public events, the boroughs along the All egheny have
produced commenorative history books. These books present the
community, past and present, as local witers and researchers
see it, for an audience that is also local. Comenorative
books are kept for years as nenentos: the earliest | found
during nmy nonth of research was a 90th anniversary book for
Etna, from 1959. The books, or at least articles in them
tend to be well researched with good information about events,
organi zations, businesses, and people at the tinme of

printing. Taken as a whole, such a book presents the inmage of
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the community that | ocal people recognize and see as typica
or significant--worth noting. O her comenorative books about
churches exist as well; in nmy research | came across ones for
St. Thomas in MIllvale, the Sisters of St. Francis M| val e,
First Evangelical Lutheran in Sharpsburg, and St. Edwards in
Bl awnox. There is also a biography of the boxer Fritzie
Zivic, a local hero for Croatians and other Pittsburgh sports
fans, which was sel f-published by Tinpav, an area witer.
Thi s bi ography has a comrenorative approach to a | ocal hero
that is simlar to the anniversary books. Such books
obvi ously have archival significance and can al so be used to
elicit response fromlongtinme residents who worked on them or
are sinply viewng them One question that is worth exploring
about the commenorative books is when and how the practice got
started in these boroughs, or throughout the Pittsburgh area.
Was it a matter of keeping up with the Joneses, for other
communities, once the first one was produced?

One foll ow-up program would involve a tie-in with the
125t h Anniversary celebration in Etna, slated (I believe) for
the | ate sumrer of 1994. A Steel Industry theme would be to
coordinate oral history interviews with former workers at
Spang and |sabella, the two Etna steel mlls fromyears past.
Pl an an exhibit in conjunction with the anniversary
cel ebrati on.

Sone exhibit ingredients include prints nmade from gl ass
negatives that were in the possession of John Fisher at the
time of the Etna Centennial Book (1969). These old photos are
i npressive glinpses of Etna and the |Isabella Furnace as they
appeared in the early 20th century. Intersperse the ol der
prints with contenporary pictures of |ocal historians and
tradition bearers in Etna, such as Joe Merzlak (former Spang
wor ker/ woodwor ker/ the Croatian comunity); Bill Skertich
(history of the Etna Borough); and Carol Sees (from a
steelworking famly/ director of the North Hills Junior
"Tamm es”"/ the Croatian community). Also include quotes from
| ocal historians about Etna and its past industry, either
printed or on audio tape. Open the exhibit at an event in
whi ch | ocal historians, storytellers, and perhaps Croatian
nmusi ci ans woul d be featured.

6. Age and Community: O der residents, aged 65 and above, are
an increasing part of the population in the boroughs I

studied. According to the 1990 Census, the percentage of

resi dents aged 65 and above in nmy boroughs ranged froma | ow
of 15.4% in Verona up to 22.6% in Blawox. These people are,
of course, a valuable resource in their communities, and their
presence brings up a couple of ideas.

One is to encourage docunentati on by audi o- and
vi deo-tape of older famly nenbers in the boroughs. Stress to
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conmmuni ty nmenbers at avail abl e opportunities, such as the
125t h- Anni versary activities in Etna in 1994, that l|ongtinme
residents are val uable repositories of information about their
fam |ies, neighbors, and towns. Hold workshops to denonstrate
col l ection methods. Obtain copies of panphlets avail able for
t hese purposes, such as "Folklife and Fieldwrk: A Layman's
I ntroduction to Field Techni ques,"” published by the American
Fol klife Center at the Library of Congress.

O der residents also face challenges in living in snal
towns that have an eroding tax base due to a declining and
agi ng population. Bill Helsley in Verona tal ks about the need
for affordabl e apartnent housing in his borough; he also is
concerned about the limted access sonme ol der people have to
shoppi ng areas, or sinply to getting out of their hones. He
has mentioned the possibility of golf carts for seniors to use
for shopping and inside-the-town transportation (interview,
7-15-93). This idea does work in retirenment communities in
Fl orida, for exanple; it mght have limted use in boroughs
such as Verona. The business section of town is on a flat
plain by the river; there are residential areas, however, on
steep slopes facing the | ower part of town. These higher
homes woul d not be very practical for golf cart
transportation. Mary Ellen Cavlovic brings up the sane
shoppi ng and transportation issue in an Etna By-Line colum:
she di scusses Etna seniors who do not have easy access to a
grocery store, since there isn't one in the Borough (this is
al so the case, | believe, in MIllvale and Sharpsburg).
Encouragi ng community neetings at which residents can di scuss
the problens ol der residents face in the boroughs--along with
possi bl e solutions, such as Bill Helsley's golf carts--could
i nprove the quality of life for a significant portion of the
popul ation in the communities in ny study area.
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