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Because of time condraints | began my fiddwork with very little reseerch under my belt. Not
being a Pennsylvania resident, my lack of knowledge made me fed alittle uncomfortable. However, the
packet of information | received from the Sted Industry Heritage Corporation at our first organizationd
meseting helped me overcome some of these problems. My fieldwork began the day after this meeting.

| drove from Bowling Green, Kentucky, with my car packed for amonth's stay in a student
dorm at the Cdifornia University of Pennsylvania. Besides my clothes and necessary items, | had a
Radio Shack tape recorder and a Cannon AV-1 camera. | intended to buy a better quality recorder
once | settled in my new location.

Because there was not a direct route to my destination, the forty-mile drive took me over an
hour. The hilly terrain and the condition of many of the roads aso contributed to the length of my drive.

Later, | discovered that this problem of lengthy travel timesis an important issue among the people |
was about to mest.

In the process of finding my room and unpacking, | spoke to afew people (Sudents) who were
living in Cdifornia. However, my firg introduction to the people of Washington county came from my
previous readings of background documents. Most of the readings | received took a historical
gpproach. Many of these articles spoke about early settlement patterns and monumental datesin
higory. In my opinion, these types of articles are hdpful for abasic understanding of an area, but they
are not acomplete survey of aculture.

| o discovered ord higtories about individuas who lived in Washington county. Many of the
articles were memories of early immigration into Southwestern Pennsylvania and of past traditiona
culture. Although these writings were informative, they conveyed no sense of what thisareaislike
today. Arethese socid groups till here? Arethey continuing any traditions? If o, which ones exist
and why do those traditions remain and not others? Have the functions behind the surviving practices
changed?

Other articles gave me a better idea of unemployment in the Pittsburgh area and what happened
to the stedl industry. However these readings focused more on Pittsburgh, McKeesport or Homestead.



| was not sureif dl of these dements were present in Washington county. | was dso unaware of the
drastic reduction in population due to the rise in unemployment.

Another aspect missng from my readings was alink between the coa and stedl indudtry. |
knew that the sted mills needed cod to make stedl but what about a socid exchange? How did the two
indugtrid workers fed about each other? Did cod minerslivein different areas then mill workers? Did
the two different industries affect cultura traditions?

Completing my research, | was able to deduce the extengive culturd diversity inthe area. |
discovered ethnic groups settling in Washington county that were atypica. In my opinion the Belgians
and Finnish fel into this category. | suspected that many immigrant ancestors were till around. 1 dso
expected to find afew people il maintaining traditiond eements of thelr ethnic culture.

Of the articles | read, the ethnographic approaches were the most helpful. Bruce Weston's
journd, Southwestern Pennsylvania provided historica documentation of past culturd traditions. Later |

used this information to form my interview questions. Susan Kacik's report on Cambria county was
aso hepful because many of the author's findings paraleled what | found in Washington county.

A resident of Cdifornia gave me a pecid edition of the now defunct Brownsville newspaper,
the Telegraph, cdebrating John Mitchdll day. Printed in 1981, this edition focused on cod mining in the
Brownsvillearea. Although Brownsvilleisin Fayette County, | found this reading related closgly to the
cod mining region in Washington county. Through their discussons of the mining process and culturd
expressions, the ord historiesincluded in this publication enabled me to develop an understanding of the

cod region. | found Thomas Bell's, Out of This Furnace and Muridl Earley Sheppard's, Cloud by Day

helpful while learning about the early years of the stedl industry.
And the Walf Findly Came provides agood higtory of the decline of the American stedl

industry. However, severd magazine articles focusing on the mill dosingsin the Fittsburgh areain the
1980's gave me amore humanigtic idea of this history. An articlein Esguire about afamily in the Mon+
valey deding with unemployment and the breakup of family and friends reflected the attitudes of the
area. One can only speculate about what the towns in Washington County are like from these readings



because the article focuses only on Fittsburgh.

Centennia publications and loca history books reflect a vernacular lifestyle and helped me to
individualize each borough. Mogt of the townsin the Mon-valley had been so dependent on the mill or
the cod industry that their history shows ablend of both occupationd and cultura expressons. From
thisinformation | was able to deduce an idea of the people | was studying. The city of Washington,
however, proved to be problematic. Mot historica information concentrated on the nationd pike. |
was aso refused help by the loca historian, Roy Sarver, who may have been able to direct me to
important resources.

My best resources of information were of course my informants. Barbara Rankin, apart time
journdigt in Cdifornia, gave me alarge number of contacts and a generd sense of Cdifornia, Crescent
Heights, Coa Center, Allenport and Roscoe.

Donora has many residents who will be very happy to help with research. Ruth Miller of the
Donora Higtorical Society and the librarians at Donoras library are good starting places for finding
informetion. Tony Menendez and John Ligndli are community leaderswhom | dso found very
cooperdive. Thelibrary in Bentlyville is another place where librarians are eager to help people in their
research. | was even able to use one of their extrarooms to interview my informants.

After finding it hard to establish arapport with the Africant American community in Crescent
Heghts, | findly found someone interested in helping me, John Tylor. This man is agood future contact
for thearea. | had smilar problems finding informants of any race or ethnic origin in Washington.
Speaking with the priest of the Polish Nationa Catholic church, Father Felix, was helpful and would be
agood beginning for future research. The residents of the once Polish neighborhood above Washington
Sted isanother garting place. Contacting my informant Aldean Giecek may aso be helpful.

Origindly | intended to approach my research from a foodways perspective. | planned to
examine occupationd, religious, regiond, historical and ethnic aspects of food. As| continued with my
work, | discovered that this topic conflicted with the amount of work required for the Sted Industry

Heritage Corporation's needs.



A month in the fidld gave me an uneven representation of food practices in Washington County.
Lack of time excluded many ethnic groups from my research. | was not ableto interview alarge

variety of religious groups either. In other words, my expectations of surveying an areathis Sze and this
culturaly diverse were not redidtic for thetime | had to spend in this location.

| do believe, however, that a survey such asthis would contribute to the understanding of the
areainvolved. Focusing on one of the areas mentioned above may be a better gpproach for a project.
Setting up aproposd for examining only ethnic identifiersin this region could smplify aproject and be a
more redigtic approach. Included in this report however, is asection on foodways. | will then offer
other examples of research needed in this area.

Doris Dyen's suggested approach to ethnographic research was the method | used in the field.
By asking questions concerning ethnicity, occupation, religion, family, community, environment and the
ethnographic futures technique, | gained an even perception of the people of Washington County. |

recommend more research through this gpproach.

Geography and Early Settlement Patterns of Washington County

To understand the people of the county, it isimportant to know its geography. The surface and
the mineras beneath the ground have influenced the lifestyle in this region in the past and even today.

A vigtor'sfirg impresson of theland is reminiscent of rurd life. The hilly surfaces and winding
thoroughfares weave a driver through tree-lined roads and poorly marked street signs that could cause
someone to miss any sign of a settlement. The landscape is deceiving: while turning around abend in
the road a motorist may suddenly see supermarkets, towns or a mountainous coa deposit.

Marking the eastern border of Washington County is the undulating MonongahdaRiver. To
the West isthe West Virginia border; the Green County border is to the South and Allegheny County to
the North. Located in the center of the county is Washington. (Cdled little Washington by natives) For
purposes of this project the areawest of little Washington will not be discussed; it is debatable if the
western part of the county is connected with Fittsburgh sted.



The surface of this region was origindly part of one great dope extending from the mountainsto
the Ohio River. Water erosion over countless years formed the county's present shape. The indentions
formed have created bituminous cod and limestone seams close to the surface of the earth making the
minerd resources in the county eadly obtainable. Instead of the costlier degp shaft method, mining cod
in this areais through the Sde of avaley.

Before cod, the areds firg industry was agriculture. Scotch and Irish immigrants began to farm
aong the Monongahdariver and in central Washington county after the Revolutionary war. Eventudly
most farmers became dairy and wool producers.

Washington became a county in 1781 and industry remained the same until after the Civil war.
Because of the location of the Monongahda River and the nationa road, (built by George Washington)
traveling west became easier and the population of the county grew rapidly. Although many townsin
the area were important stops on the Underground Railroad, very little fighting occurred in Washington
county.

By 1860 Fittsburgh was the largest manufacturing center west of the Allegheny Mountains.
Barges, rafts and other craft moved aong the Monongahela carrying cod, timber and other raw
materidsto Fittsburgh'srapidly growing industries. The river was an important link between the eastern
haf of the state and the West. The shipping of manufactured goods from Fittsburgh to Philadelphia
took gpproximately eleven days.

Origindly used for heeting homes, firing steam boilers or powering railway engines, cod later
became more important for producing coke and other chemicas. With the new sted blast furnaces
developed after 1870, coke became increasingly important as their fud. By thistime, the by-product
coke producing ovens replaced the less efficient beehive oven. The new ovens saved vauable gases for
fud, while recovering tar, anmonia, and oils and using them elsewhere.  By-producting coking
prompted the opening of many new mines in Washington County.

During the beginning of the twentieth century companies such as, Carnegie Stedl and Jones and
Laughlin began buying the cod minesin Washington County and using them exclusvely for their sted



production. With the demand for stedl increasing, steel companies began to build farther awvay from the
city into Washington, West Mooreland and Fayette Counties. Washington county soon became heavily
congested with factories and immigrants from mainly European countries. The great migration to the
land of opportunity arrived and people could find plenty of work in this area.

Immigrants settled close to the industry that hired them. Cod miners moved from town to town
after amine closed down. Living in areas congsting of people of their own ethnic groups,
neighborhoods often became nicknamed, “Little Itay" or "Hunky Hollow" after their habitants.
However, people from other culturd groups often settled in the same area. The result was aculturd
integration of different groups.

Instead of continuing to work with the Scotch and Irish first employed in the industry companies
began to hire newly arrived Eastern Europeans to keep labor cogts low. The workerslived in towns
owned by the company. Early stedl workers rented their houses from the company and bought their
food in the company store. According to John Tylor, the workers also supplied the explosives and
tools used for working in the mines. The cod company deducted al of these purchases from the
worker's small paycheck.

Eventudly the European immigrants became tired of working conditions and began to organize
and drike. Reacting to this labor problem, companies began to import African American workersfrom
the South and hired men called the cod and iron police to control picketing and union organizing. If
three people meet on street, the coa and iron police rode through town on their horse and broke-up the
conversation. Many informants mentioned stories about innocent people being killed by these men.

By the 1930's the Roosevelt adminigtration passed labor laws protecting worker rights that
hel ped workers form the United Steel Workers and the United Mine Workers. The relaionship
between company and worker improved aong with the economic qudity of life of everyone involved.
With the coming of World War 11, sted became increasingly important and employment was high.
Many informants talked about these progperous times with expressions such as; "It was so easy to get a

job. If you quit ajob in the morning, you could get another job in the afternoon.” or "The sSdewaks



were so crowded with people in the evening, you had to walk on the streets.” The business boom
persisted until the 1960's.

The people of Washington County loved their home and ignored the dark clouds of smoke
hovering over their boroughs. 1n 1948, the air quality became so poor in Donorathat an inverson
occurred and ten people logt their lives. These degths inspired a government investigation that led to the
close of both the zinc works and the sted mill.

Donorawas the firgt to experience what would later hgppen to other millsin the area.
Eventudly the mills closed and the mines ether closed or cut-down their saff. Devastated by the
closings, unemployment and welfare rocketed to al time highs. Many people lost their homes and left
their familieslooking for work esawhere. With the population of towns cut in hdf, the tax base of
boroughs decreased and the maintenance of schools and roads no longer existed. The closing of the
mills affected everyone in the county, especidly the people living dong the Monongahda River vdley.
For little Washington the decline in the glass industry influenced their economy more then the sted mill
closings.

Washington County never recovered from the rapid decline in industry and looks for
opportunities to bring industry into the region. With the population of Washington County consisting of
mostly retired people living off pensions and young people leaving the area, today's towns could

become tomorrow's ghost towns.

Social-Cultural Lifeand Traditions
Kim Fak and | divided the research for Washington County into pie shaped wedges aternately
taking dices. The areas | received from this exchange consisted of Donora, Charleroi, Cdifornia, Coa
Center, Crescent Heights, Richeyville, Bentleyville, Ellsworth and the Polish arealin little Washington.
| will make overal conclusions about the entire county but the focus of my work will be on these

communities.



Donora

The two most noticeable characterigtics influencing the culture of Donoraisits location and the
zinc works. The borough stands on the edge of an oxbow off the Monongahela River across from
Monessen. The most efficient way to travel to and from Donoraisto crosstheriver and leave
Washington County. Thisphysical characterigtic augments Donoras distinctiveness from its own
county.

After resdents described the past landscape, it is hard for an outsider to understand why
anyone would have so many fond memories of the borough. During the boom days of the mill and zinc
works, the air was black and vegetation never grew aong the hillsde acrosstheriver. Glen Howis
remarked about a comment made to him while he was in college: "One of the doctors a the schooal, his
dad was a L utheran minigter at Donora...he got me out of line...he says, 'l can dwaystel you boys from
downinthevalley. | canlook at your chest x-ray and pick you out." On the day of the mgor
inverson, the smog was so thick that people could not see in front of them. Donoras location on the
river caused the air to hang over the city for severd days, resulting in the loss of ten lives.

According to Glen Howis.

"The stedl industry, as far as Donorais concerned, was married to the U. S, Sted
Corporation...Donora was one of the early plants in the corporation to be phased out
because of obsolete equipment, foreign competition, and high labor costs. Theinitia
phase-out started with the zinc plant in the middle fifties...They continued to operate the
acid plant...In 1960 the hot end of the mill was shut down...In 1967, the phase-out was
completed...”

Experiencing mill closing earlier then the rest of the valey, many workers eventualy
found jobs esewhere. Some had to commute fifty to a hundred milesaday. Others moved. Donora
adjusted but not without cost.

The tax base decreased and Donora schools merged with Monongahea City's school district to
economize. The merge proved disastrous for the spirit and athleticsin the area. Many of Donora's past
problems remain, but many have been solved. John Ligndli, alocd politician clams that Donoraiis not
in debt and looks towards the future. The borough will never be the buzzing metropolis it was but the



people of the area have hope for the future.

Ethnicity

The zinc works was d o insrumentd in giving Donoralits Spanish population. When the zinc
works moved to the area, they recruited experienced Spanish zinc workers from both Spain and West
Virginia. During the 1930's fifteen hundred people worked at the Donora factory and most of them
were Spanish. Today the population of Spaniards is gpproximately one hundred people.

Other groups who sttled in the area are; Eastern European, Irish, French, Italian and African
American. At one time Donora even had a synagogue.

Most ethnic groups had their own club. Today only afew remain. The Spanish Club, once the
mill supervisor's house, has gpproximately seventy-five members. Most members are from out of town
and pay their duesto maintain traditions. One informant, Tony Menendez fedls disappointed that the
president of the club is not Spanish. Thisis not out of anger but because of the loss he fedsfor dl of his
people who have |ft the area.

Severd socid functions reflect the ethnicity of the area. One obvious but not necessarily the
mogt ethnic is Donoras Ethnic Days. Held in Augug, the borough blocks off the north and south
entrance of their main street and sets-up tables and booths occupied mostly by food vendors.
Representatives of both commercid and public organizations rent booths and sdll different products. Of
the thirteen booths used in the celebration, about haf the foods sold were notably ethnic. The other
booths sold, hot dogs, hoagies, shaved ice, sodas, pizzas and gyros. (I classfy thisfood asa"fast food"
ingtead of an ethnic food because it was served at a booth sdlling French fries and pizza) The ethnic
groups represented by the food were Itdians, Sovaks, African- Americans and Filipinos. The
entertainment representing ethnic groups were Scottish Bag Pipes, country music, cloggers, gospe
snging and apolkaband. Thefedtival aso had carniva games, an antique car show, clownsand a
firemen's parade.

The Chinese (Filipino) booth was the only booth using color and language to earmark it asa



culturd identifier. The booth sold Chinese and Filipino food and was run by Filipinos. Others looked
more generic because of the decorations and titles on these booths. It is interesting that the census
population of 1990 indicates only seven Filipinosin Donora. Other groups with alarger population such
as the Spanish had no booth.

By its name one would assume that Donora Ethnic Days is an important ethnic event, however,
only haf of theitemsindicated reflect specific cultural groups. Donora recognizes its multi- cultura
beginnings by cdling their ceebration Ethnic Days but aso continues from that point and displays and
performs events that entertain al audiences in what the borough recognizes as a changing environment.

A past event that was very important to the people of Donora was the Spanish Fiesta. Stopped
in 1960 because of under age drinking, this event was the largest socid event of the year. Because of
its nationa reputation three to four thousand people attended each year. Everyone looked forward to
seeing Spanish dancers, shows and soccer games. This July, afew people from Donora even
assembled a smdler fiestain honor of the old one.

Weaving and story telling are other traditiond activities | found in Donora. Although | never had
achance to spesk with aweaver, | wastold thereis at least one rug maker intown. In her interview
Judy Kolvacik remembers hearing stories about the European epic hero Marco Krajevic. Polkamusic
is aso somewhat popular and thereisalocal band.

Occupation

Before unionization, people heard of job openings through friends and family and they gpplied
for that pogition. Often generations of familiesworked in the mill. This caused an inadvertent
segregation of ethnic and racid groups. However, if competition amongst departments was friendly and
consisted of bowling and softball leagues. Even today, the retired steel workers of Donora celebrate
reunionsin Horida

During the 1930's, U. S. Stedl practiced minor public reation tactics with their workers and
townspeople by handing out bags of candy for children at Christmas time and by encouraging softball



leagues. These actions however did not stop the workers from striking and later joining a union.

Most people | spoke with did not mention a bad relationship between worker and employer. When
asked this question, a number of informants responded by mentioning that U. S. Stedd Corporation
helped Donora somewhat when they returned the land used by the mill back to the town after the mill
closed. For longtime service in the zinc works, the company superintendent's house, now the Spanish
Club was ds0 a gift to the Spaniards from U. S. Stedl. If past relations between company and town or
workers were poor, it became over shadowed by the more resent actions of U. S. Sted when the mill
closed.

According to Glen Howis, Donora has two important indudtrial related Sites, cement city and the
gravesite in the former stedworks area. Cement city is agroup of houses built by the stee company for
supervisorsin the mill. This area of town received its name from the concrete congtruction of each
home. Ruth Miller from the Donora historical society has agreet dedl of glass negatives documenting
the construction of this area

The grave stelocated in the old stedworks area contains the grave of aman by the name of

Posey. Mr. Howis explains the sgnificance of the grave:

"He was down in the sted ladle, setting aladle nozzle, when the stedl heat
tapped out prematurely. Needless to say Mr. Posey became part of that heat. The
corporation decided that the proper thing to do wasto take the ladle full of sted,
solidified, out and bury it in the ground adjacent to the facility. That was done and that
grave Site isin existence even today.”

Besides this somewhat gruesome tale, other tales and jokes emerged surrounding the mill: Glen
Howis aso mentioned a story he heard (He is not sure of the vdidity of thistale) about strikebreakers
brought in and kept in boats on theriver. At thistime, mill men from the other side of the river hurled
bullets into the scab living quarters.

Tony Menendez mentioned two jokes referring to the effects of industry on the environment:

"When the zinc works was operating nobody in Donora owned alawn mower. You
could look on that hillside over there- no vegetation...I'd say five-seven-eight yearsthen
the vegetation started growing. Now we have an ammonia plant down here that makes



it grow even more. So now we have aproblem. One of the biggest problems we have
in Donorais -every family has two lavn mowers”

Ancther joke about the mill talks about how before the mill you could not see the river. Now that the
mill closed, you can seetheriver. Unfortunately | do not have this on tape and cannot remember the
complete joke.

Looking hopeful towards the future, John Lignelli believes that employment levelswill incresse
upon the completion of the new access road from across the river. Glen Howis fedls that the
completion of the Monvaley expressvay will make it eeser for people to commute to work in
Rittsburgh. Both factors will bring more people into Donora. New housing is also being built in one
area of the Borough.

Unfortunately, the changes mentioned are not enough for many of the younger individudsin
Donora. Wayne Daitis age forty, frustrated with opportunities in the area, is working as a part time
martid artsindructor and lives with his Sster. Wayne fed's Donorawill soon become a ghost town.
Today many people are in Wayne's position and living with relatives. Waynesfear is. What will
happen when the ederly population living off a substantia pension dies and that financid support

disappears?

Reigion

In Donorait is hard to determine if religion influences ethnicity or thereverse. In the padt, every
church was in adifferent ethnic neighborhood. This type of structure allowed immigrants to maintain a
great dedl of their past heritage with church activities.

Often neighborhood churches have alarge ethnic population and use traditiond foods, songs
and languages & their picnics. St. Dominic's church opened their anniversary celebration with the
snging of the Sovak anthem and prayers for peace in their homeland. Today, mergers due to church
closings thresten the variety of traditions practiced in parishes.

However, enough of the middle age population (ages 40 to 50) still remembers and continues many



of these traditions during religious holidays. Exchanging decorated Ukrainian eggs (Pasanky) at the
Byzantine Catholic Church is till acommon practice during Easter season. The Eastern European
members of . Dominic's church honor their Christmas tradition with the Christmas Eve supper. Many
of the current tradition bearers cannot remember the religious symbolism of each dish served. Thisis
why the divison between church and ethnicity isnot clear. Are these people maintaining religious
practices or are they displaying culturd identifiers?

Judy Kolvacik mentioned that activities while growing up revolved around the closest church.
The parish functioned as a community center and no one had reason to leave their neighborhood.
Today, people worry about the decline in the church population and the lack of activities for children.

Family and Community

Because of unemployment, families like churches have diminished. Most residents have
relatives living in other areas of the country. Many people say if their son or daughter could find ajob in
Donorather relatives would be in the areatoday. Despite the reduction of population afew socid
activities such as Kennywood Days till exist in Donora. The popular apped of many of the events has
declined, however. In the past everyone packed picnic lunches and rode the train to the park. Today,
people complain about the large crowds at the park and say they will never go again. People fed
Kennywood has dlowed too many loca picnicsin a onetime to pay for the recent expangon of the
park.

Because of the dangerous working conditionsin the mill adesth of a gpouse was common and
women needed to find ways to take care of their family. In Donora, working at the clothing factory was
an additiond dternative to the more common options of renting rooms and remarrying. An investigation
of this clothing industry is aworthwhile future project for a fieldworker.

Although not around very often because of working constantly, the boarders became like
members of the family. During holidays, women would cook traditiona foods for their tenants and

welcomed them to socid functions. Many of these men have returned to vist their past landlords.



Significant buildings in Donoras community are the gazebo in the town parking lot where local
people st outside during the day and mest friends and relatives.  The building that now housesthe
library is dso very important because it served many functionsin the past. It was origindly ahotel.
Tony Menendez is adso proud of the loca roller rink because of its use in nationa competitions. The
rink o provides vitd entertainment for school age children in the Monongahela River valey area

Whenever | asked a Donoran about loca heroes the name of sports figures such as Stan
Musd, Arnold Griffin and Ken Griffieimmediatdy roll out of everyones mouth. Everyoneintownis
very proud of their locad heroes. Donoras town dogan was, "Home of the Champions™ One reason
the school merger disturbs so many people in town isthat it is harder for people to go to games and see
thelocd tdent.

Donora has a reputation from people in Bentlyville and in Cdifornia as being the friendliest town
inthe Mon-valey. Trugting their friends and neighbors, the people of Donorafed safein their
community. However, dmost everyone mentioned that people in neighborhoods are not as close as

they used to be and they hope the situation does not worsen.

Environment

Donorans vaue their land by how well their environment can benefit them economicaly. The
people of Donora use their land for practical purposes. They have strip-mined both the loca park and
anew housing development.

Pragmatic land use means surviva to the people of Donora. Mining and domestic road repair
alows the town to operate on a balanced budget. Strip mining for revenue and repairing the streets with
aloca road crew keepsthe cost of running the city down. Almost everyone cans and gardensin
Donora providing they have the space to plant things. In the padt, unlike other towns dong the valey
very few people owned their own livestock or lived off their gardens. Because of the air quaity and
little yard space dlotted by company housing large gardens or small farms were scarce.

Hunting and fishing are popular sports that reflect the Donorans awareness of their environment.



The interaction of geography and ethnicity is shown by the naming of neighborhoos such as, little Italy
and Cement City.

Everyone | spoke to aso carried a strong opinion about pollution controls. The townspeople
remember the black smoke of former years and fed that they would rather have the smoke then be
unemployed. Judy Kolvacik and Tony Menendez both claim that people were happier and less often
sick during those times.

The attitude toward environmenta controlsis negetive. Most townspeople believe that the
government has gone too far with pollution laws. Tony Menendez and John Lignelli fed that Donora
logt achance a having aglass factory in the area because of the Department of Environmental
Resources oppressive consderations and their inability to issue a permit punctudly.

Charleroi
Because of time limitations | sacrificed ord interviews of people in Charleroi for other locations.
Also influencing my decision was that Charleroi's mgor industry is a glass company and not sted. With
the combination of ord interviews dsawhere and afew incidentd interviews with people from Charleroi,
| learned the municipdity'simportance in the Monvaley. | would like to suggest that future surveyors

gpend more time in this city.

Ethnicity

Experienced in the locd indudtries of glass and cod mining, Belgians began immigrating into the
Mon-vdley. Thisgroup eventualy incorporated an area and named their new city after atown in their
homeland, Charleroi, Belgium. Joined later by Asians, Hispanics, Itaians, Germans, Irish, Czech,
Sovak, Audrian, English, Finish and African Americans, many groups began forming clubs representing
thelir own ethnic background. Today, Charleroi has five clubs remaining, the Belgian, Itdian, French,
Savic and Slovak organizations.

Many of the buildingsin Charleroi and in afew boroughs south have second floor balconies
meade from black rod iron. This style may reflect an influence by an immigrant group. | did not have the



time to investigate the origin of these balconies. Finding the origin of this motif could be ancther future
study for the area.
This city o provides an ethnic base for people in the surrounding communities. Parks are

used for ethnic picnics and the loca bakery sdlls Italian and Eastern Europeon baked goods.

Occupation

After the mill dosingsin the 1960's, Charleroi became one of the only citiesin the areahaving

industry. The few times Corning Glass began to hire, hundreds of people applied for thirty or forty jobs.
Today, the glass factory sl exists, however, some of its business has dropped and the company does
vay little hiring.

The glass factory was not the only employment opportunity for the Mon-Valey. At onetime,
Charleroi was the centra shopping areafor the Mon-valey. Betty Swartz from Cdiforniaand Judy
Kovacik from Donora both remember visiting Charleroi around Chrigsmastime. According to most of
the people | interviewed, avist to Charlerai in their childhood around Christmas was the highlight of
their holiday memories. The decorated streets and shops gave the city amagica qudity.

Today, every sreet sign and storefront has a matching Spanish, French or Belgian motif with
elaborate rod-iron ornamentation. Many of the shops are empty but they gill have the old Sgn hanging
over thedoor. The popularity of shopping malls has caused the closing of many Charleroi stores.
Besides the loca shops the borough also has a Montgomery Wards, a Ponderosa and a McDonalds.
Rdigion

Like the shopsin the past, the churchesin Charleroi provide services for people dong the
Monongahda River. Even Today, many churches attract people willing to travel twenty to thirty miles
to worship. The parishes try to maintain as many ethnic customs as possible. However many traditions
are dowly dying off with the origina immigrants. The Slovak Lutheran Church, . John's Evangdlicd,
has stopped holding Sovak Language services and only periodicaly sings native language hymns. The
tradition of eating honey with the communion wafer on Christmas till remains but is dtered because of



the amount of ederly people unable to travel to church. Today, the minister drives to the homes of

many of his parishionersto administer the wafer and ablessing for asweet year.

Family and Community
The little league park, the weekly farmer's market, the theeter and the nearby YMCA provide
community and family servicesfor the Mon-Vdley. Again thisreflects Charlerai's ability to provide

sarvices for other towns.

Environment

Charleroi's centra location dong the Monongahela River helped establish the city asan
important shopping area. The increased popularity of shopping mals has hurt thisindustry. The new
Mon-Valley expressway may threaten the economy even more by making it eesier for the people in the
valey to travd to other places more efficiently. Like other towns in Washington county, Charleroi aso
fears extinction.

Cdifornia

Because of its univeraty, Cdiforniais alittle different from other towns adong the river. One
informant, Danny Swartz, clams that Caifornia does not think of itsdf as a part of the Mon-Vadley.
Cdifornians shop and work in either Uniontown or Little Washington not in the river area.

The river never acted asacultural barrier. Route forty determines the places where the people
in the areatravel more then theriver. Louis Petrucci remembers walking across the river regularly on
the way from Cdiforniato Brownsville. On apersond level Cdiforniawas different for me because |
knew afamily inthearea. Thismadeit easier for me to establish contacts who became my main
informants.

Ethnicity



Unable to find Cdiforniain my census reports, | used nearby Allenport to obtain an idea of the
vaiety of ethnic groypsinthe area. The listing conssted of: Audtrians, Belgians, Dutch, English, French,
German, Greek, Hungarian, Irish, Itaian, Polish, Russian, ScotchIrish, Scottish, Sovaks, Ukrainians,
Weddh, Yugodavians, Higpanics and African Americans. Because of the Chinese restaurant in town, |
would like to add Korean to thislist. Today, only remaining ethnic club isthe Itdian club.

At onetime, Cdiforniawasfilled with Eastern Europeans weaving rag rugs and going to
weekend polka dances. Every club in town had a polka dance on the weekend. Today, few ethnic
activitiesremain. The Cdifornia Senior Citizens Center often hires Tamberitzens from Cokeburg and
polka bands for entertainment. Demondtrations of quilting and Pasanky are also sponsored by the
center. Another traditions bearer in the areais Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, they sdll pierogiesin the
fal.

Occupation

Today, Cdiforniais a college hamlet with problems similar to acod company town of years
past. Thetown's people didike the university and fed that itsinfluence is overpowering. The loss of
Phillipsburg, an ethnic neighborhood in Cdifornia characterizes the towns fear of university policy. Over
ahundred people lost their homes and many of them died from grieving over thislosswhile Phillipsourg
became the university's parking lot.

Another concern over the university is student housing. Many landlords neglect student
gpartments and property values decline. Last year, astudent died in an gpartment fire that triggered an
investigation of housing in Cdifornia The study caused the closing of severd houses.

Besides the mgority of people working in the university, others worked in the Allenport mill or
traveled to Washington and Brownsville. My informants Danny and Andy Swartz both worked in the
Allenport mill. Andy retired and Danny, Andy's son, logt his job in 1980 when the tube mill closed.
Danny had a college education and found work fairly quickly in Little Washington.

Andy's earliest recollection of working in the mill was one of camaraderie. Andy says that he



grew-up with the supervisors and it was like belonging to afamily. Usudly, someone obtained ajob by
knowing someone who worked in the mill. Andy’s cousin got Andy the job a the mill and Danny got
his job through hisfather.

Later, the Allenport, Pittsburgh Steed Company merged with Wheding Stedl and the mill brought in
supervisors from West Virginia. Many of the out- of-state workers commuted to Allenport and never
moved into the area. Andy said this caused a decline in the friendly amosphere in the company.

Danny, however, never worked with just Pittsburgh Steel and never felt any bad fedings
towards the West Virginiaworkers.  He enjoyed the atmosphere of the work environment but dams
that production was poor in the mill. Many workers were using drugs and deegping on the job. Danny
clams that this and poor management caused Wheding Fittsburgh to close. However, Andy says lack
of orders caused the closing of Allenport's tube mill.

Both Danny and Andy remembered jokes and pranks workers played on each other. Older
workers would send younger workers out for an imaginary tool called asmoke grinder. Danny's
memories were of pranks such as subgtituting Feenamints (a laxitive) for chewing gum.

Danny dso mentioned an interesting occurrence thet he cdls the "Mon-Valey mentdlity.”
Danny feds people are living in the 1950's today and keep waiting for the mill to openup. "...they are
guck in thefiftiesand sixties. They ligen to...only fifties and sixties music. The housesif you go insde,
isthefifties and sixties decor. They are stuck-they have not changed.” It would be difficult to
determine if people in the MonValey have this attitude more then others | have seen across the United
States. However, the hypothesisisinteresting and | found mysdlf noticesfifties and sixties motifs
throughout the time | spent in the area.

Other then the Jones and Laughlin company office, that is now a student apartment, very little
exigs of the once large cod industry in the area. The tipple for Washington County's largest cod mine,
Vedtafour once emptied into the banks of the Monongahelain Cdifornia. Vestafour closed in the
1970's and only stories remain about the mines. Danny recalls alabor leader named Jaques Kablomski:

" Jagues was a dissonant in the United Mine workers, They made a movie out of it...He went up



againg Tony Boil who was the president of the United Mine Workers..." On the lighter Sde, Louis
Petrucci recdlsatade aminer told him about arat that crawled over to his lunch bucket, lifted thelid off
of the bucket and ate the miner's sandwich. Today, the mgjor issue with coal minersis black lung

compensation. Sometimes it takes ten years to receive money, while others are never compensated.

Rdigion

For its Sze and compared to other towns in Washington, Cdifornia has asmall population of
churches. The Presbyterian, Baptist, Christian, Gospel, Church of the Nazarene, Methodist and
Russian Orthodox churches are the only parishesin town. People often travel to Charleroi and
Brownsville to atend services for different reigions or ethnic origin.

The populations of most of these parishes have decreased and so have many church activities.
However, two churchesin the area the Presbyterian and the Orthodox parishes till have alarge
congregation. | was unable to contact people from the fundamentalist protestant churchesin the areg;
this would be another opportunity for a future study.

Community

Of dl the areas | surveyed, Cdiforniaisthe only borough that demongrated factionaism
between community and company. The company | am speaking of is not the sted industry but the
university. Although the college provides activities, most residents have more interest in their own
organizations.

Theloca clubs usudly offer weekly raffles, annua picnics and tournaments (horseshoes or
darts) to entertain the townspeople. These organizations require a membership, but are not exclusive;
anyone can join if they pay their dues. The boogter club, the American Legion and the Young Men's
Club promote athletic teams in the area. (It is debatable if the latter club still does this)) Other clubs are
professona business organization or gun clubs.

Grade school athletics and the Halloween parade are the mgjor socia events in the borough.



Like Donora, people are proud of their past athletic heroes such as: Vince Depoles (football), Park
Parkinson (football), and Doctor John (basebdl). Caiforniaresidents also play pranks and tease each
other smilar to the behavior Danny described while he was working in the mill.  The younger generation
(ages 20 to 40) often calls each other by nicknames relating to something foolish they have donein the
past. | did not delve deeply into this tendency but it sounds like an initiation rite. Thiscould dso bea
part of the Mon-Valey mentality that Danny speaks about or it could separate the townspeople from
the universty. Perhapsit isacombination of dl of these things.

Parentsin Cdiforniaclam ther children have no place to play and fed thisis an important issue
for them. Athletic teemsfed that usng the university's park facilities for gamesis inconvenient and they
wish they had their own field. Adults dso haveto travel a distance for recreationa outlets. (Many
townspeople bus to Brownsville and other townsto play Bingo)

The people of Cdiforniaadso fed frustrated by the borough'sinability to build a senior center
promised to them last spring. Betty Swartz dso feds the town makes no effort to progress when it
stops fast food chains like McDondds from building in the city.

Environment

Another difference between Cdifornia and other towns dong the Monongahela River isits use
of theland. Even today Cdifornians garden, hunt and fish. Students even fish.  In the past many
Cdifornians owned cattle, pigs and vegetable gardens near their homes and lived off the land.

Both Danny Swartz and Louis Petrucci dso show more concern for their environment than for
indugtry by vauing clean air and water. Other towns in Washington County fed that environmenta laws
eliminated jobs. One reason for the differencein attitude could be because Cdifornia never had poor
ar qudity and depends on an industry (the university) that adjusts to environmenta redtrictions.

Today, the earth below Cdliforniais hollow. The Vestafour coa seam was directly under the
city. Although miners were not allowed to take cod too close to the earth's surface, coal was removed

anyway. Louis Petrucci believes mogt of thisillegad mining occurred when the smdler mining companies



leased Vesta four from Jones and Laughlin. Pru Petrucci can remember hearing people working in the
ground below her in areas she knew no mining should occur.

Mining close to the surface causes the land to shift. Although not aconcern for dl citizensin the
areg, this land subsidence has affected the foundations of many buildings, farms and houses. Louis
Petrucci mentioned one farmer who lost his water supply because the crack in the earth went through
his property. Theresult is costly repairs for the owners if she’he has no coverage for subsidencein
his’her insurance.

Other environmenta issues concerning the people of Californiaare road repair and the use of
theriver. Sincethe closing of the mill, the population of Cdiforniahas decrease.  Unable to generate
enough revenue from the town's remaining citizens, California has not been able to pay for road repair.
The loss of revenue sharing, eiminated in the 1980's with the Reagan adminidtration aso contributed to
the decline of road repair in the area.

Danny Swartz dso feds that Cdifornia could benefit by having amarina and wonders why the city
never attempted to build one. Concerned about the use of the river aso, Louis Petrucci canvased for
money to bring fish back into the Monongahela. Louis aso pointed out that one of the largest polluters
of theriver in the past was not the sted and coa companies but the university.

Coa Center

Next to Cdiforniais asmdl nearly abandoned town caled
Cod Center. If you are driving too fast dong route 88 you would probably missthe smal sign directing
you to this borough. | only interviewed two people in Coa Center and was unable to find ethnic groups
inthe area. Because so many people have left the areg, it is possble that the town may have very little
culturd groups remaining. However, Garnett Barli remembers Lithuanians living in Cod Center and
recals many of them weaving rag rugs by theriver.
Occupation

Asits name implies, the mgor source of industry in Coal Center wascodl. Founded before the



town of Cdifornia, Cod Center was the first boomtown in the area. The town had funerd parlors, a
lumber company, and two banks. According to Dick Dowler one bank only lasted afew years because
someone absconded with the bank's money. Coa Center dso had agreat dedl of river trade in the
ealy thirties. Freight trains aso wert through town regularly. People would hop the train and ride to
West Virginia. Garnett Barli remembers people hopping the train, then kicking off coa when thetrain
stopped so that the townspeople could have free hedt.

The cod strikesin the 1930's were serious in Coa Center. Many people recall being afraid to
walk into town during these times. Dick Dowler clamsthat the severity of driking in Cod Center was
triggered by the superintendent living in town: "I can remember we had a boss...someone set a bomb
off at his place...The superintendent had the Y ellow dogs (the coa and iron police) parade around his
home..." Garnett Barli remembers the police dynamiting the porches off houses. Despite this policing,
people managed to sneak out of their houses and organize picket linesin front of the portd. After the
1930's the strikes stopped and Coa Center became a peaceful placeto live.

Rdigion

One of the most notable characteristics of Coal Center's main street are the abandoned
churches. Of the three churches lining the street two are deserted; the Catholic and Methodist
churches. The other church is Presbyterian and Garnett Barli believesit isimportant because it is the
"mother" church to four other Presbyterian churchesin the area. The congregation is smdler then some
of the other churches, but its history isimportant.

Family and Community

Today Cod Center is aquite community of retired persons and people living off of government
ad. Although desiring industry, the townspeople do not want to lose their peaceful neighborhood. Both
Garnett and Dick worry about students from Cdiforniamoving into Cod Center and disturbing this



tranquility.

Another concern for both Dick and Garnett is having to incorporate with Cdifornia. They fed
that taxes would be higher and Coa Center would not benefit from such amerger. Other locations
such as Phillipsburg have merged with Cdifornia and the results have been negative. Because of Dick
and Garnett's involvement as community leaders, | believe this attitude is representative of other people
in Cod Center.

Environment

The loca people remember hunting and gathering berries nearby. Dick Dowler used to be a
butcher and recalls the large amount of people who brought deer into the shop. Children's games also
revolved around the natura resourcesin the area. 1ce skating and svimming in the loca pond were
popular pastimes for children.

Cod Center has dso had to fight environmenta tragedies that influenced the economy of the
area. In 1986, theriver flooded and destroyed seven properties in town causing a decrease in the tax
base. Today, Cod Center has only recently ingtaled plumbing. They are planning to have a sewer
system within the next few years. Dick Dowler's wife remarked about the drought last year and was
grateful awater system was ingtdled before this incidence occurred.

Unlike most areas in Washington County, Cod Center enjoysitsisolation. If it weren't for the
abandoned buildings in town, one would think of the area as a new settlement. | do not get the
impression of agroup of people wanting to go back to the way things were. | see agroup of people

trying to be independent of their overpowering neighbor, Cdiforniaand living a quiet lifestyle.

Crescent Heights
Another isolated community close to Cdiforniais Crescent Heights. Because of the road
congtruction on route 40 the road to this town was unmarked and it took me over an hour to find. The

dreet Sgnswere smal and while | was driving, | kept wondering if | was on theright road. Reaching



Daisytown, the area just below Crescent Heights, | saw asign point to this hill saying Crescent Heights.
The hill made a sharp turn and was unpaved. This did not appear to be a place where everyone went.
Traveling uphill, I Expected to see only afew homes, | found more then | envisioned.

Besides the problem of locating Crescent Heights, | dso had trouble finding informants for the
area. Crescent Heights has no public meeting place such as alibrary or community center where |
could drop in and tell people what | was doing. | relied on people | meet in Cdiforniato suggest
informants. Many of my first leads were uncooperative and not interested in being interviewed. By the
initid reaction | received, | firgt thought that the people in the area were isolated and distrustful because
of rumors | had heard about a high juvenile delinquency rate. | later found this not to be the case. | was
just dedling with a different cultura group (African- Americans) that required a different gpproach.
Eventudly someone gave me the phone number of awoman who worked a the university willing to put
me in contact with her uncle, John Tylor. | later discovered that this man is the sontin-law to Reverend
Green, one of Bruce Weston's informants for his research. | am certain that Dr. Weston's previous
research helped my informants understand my research and opened the door of opportunity for me. So
as not to have future problems of this nature, | suggest agood relationship be devel oped between John
and the SIHC.

Ethnicity

Crescent Heights was firgt inhabited by Finnsin the early part of the century. According to
Bruce Weston, the Finns were afairly militant group of people and |eft the region when the firgt attempts
of unionization failed. Afterwards, Hungarians moved in followed by African Americansthus creeting
the mgority of ethnic groupsin the town.

Although African Americans origindly moved into the area as strikebreskers, John Tylor's (An
African American) recollections of ethnic and racid relations were positive. John says that both races
of people played with each other. However, interracid dating was not accepted by either group. John

interjects. "you didn't have no internationd dating- nothing like that. But asfar as mixing...they would



have to sneak..."

John Tylor aso recdls times when Hungarians would say thingsto him in aforeign language to
tease him. Both John and Herb Green, his brother-in-law, fed this behavior was only done in jest.
Other expressons of the Hungarian group remaining on the hill are the Hungarian club and the

Presbyterian church.

Occupation

Because the portd to the Crescent mine was in Crescent Heights, the area became a codl
patch. The company store, the mining office and the jail (Which is now John Tylor's house) Hill remain
inthe area. Resembling apartment complexes, the company houses connect with each other forming
rows. Danny Swartz and Barbara Rankin both jokingly refer to these structures as precursors to
condominiums.

After the mine closed, residents continued to work by commuting to other mines. The bus route for
the Vesta four porta in Richeyville sopped in Daisytown every day. Other miners drove to work Sites
fifteen to twenty minutes from Daisytown/Crescent Heights. John Tylor however, left cod mining to
learn atrade in the stedl mills near RAittsburgh. After he retired from the mill, he moved back to Crescent
Heghts.

John never liked coad mining and complained about the working conditions in Crescent mines.
Before the company closed the mine, water had moved into the working area and people had to dig in
places standing water up to their waste in cold water. John also mentions areas that required crawling.
In other areas the ground would move while they were working. Herb Green admitted that these
conditions existed in the mines but preferred this to working with steel beams over his head, as John did
in the mill.

John Tylor did not remember any mgor strikesin the area, but recalled the Y dlow Dog Police.
Partly in jest, John stated that the Y ellow Dog police kept law and order in the area and should be
reindated. Hefedsthat curfews are agood idea and believes policing Crescent Heights regularly



would help control the juvenile delinquency problemin the area. John is concerned that the lack of law
enforcement in smdl towns such as Crescent Heights encourages drug dedlers and crimindsto comein
and hide from the authorities.

The company fire control system was also superior inthe past.  Today, the residents of
Crescents Heights have to wait for the Richeyville, Cdiforniaor Brownsville fire department if thereis
an emergency. Johnrecdlsanincident: "...I know four kids was burnt up in that house up the street
there. Me and Herb tried to get them out- we couldn't save them..."

Discrimination in the mine was not aracid problem, but it did exigt. John Tylor sad that the
people whom the supervisor liked received the easiest jobs. Both John and Herb were assigned day
work or less dangerous jobs because their supervisor liked them. They took advantage of these
practices but never thought it wasfair. Herb claimed that most of these practices stopped after the
1960's.

Although the work was hard, miners dways found time to drink and play bal. John recdls
"We had speakeasies galore up here. And on the weekends al you heard was music and dancing and
gambling." Softball games were played in the summer after work. Both men wondered how they had
the energy to work al day then play bal dl evening long.

When the mine closed down, John and Herb were without work for about four years. During
that time they went on welfare and which then required you work part time to recelve acheck. Likethe
cod and iron police and the company fire system, John aso wonders why this practice does not exist

any more.

Rdigion

| was unable to survey the two churchesin town but from Bruce Weston's articles on
Daisytown | was able to draw an idea of the relationship between ethnicity, race and religion. The
Daisytown Presbyterian Church has not held the Hungarian community as closdly together asthe

church's former minister Reverend Silay. However, a congregation still survivesin the areaand so far



has not talked about closing. The Baptist church, started by Reverend Green, provides ardligious base
for the African- American population.
Family and Community

People in Cdifornia clam Crescent Heights has a high Juvenile ddinquency rate. However,
both men | spoke to fed safe in their neighborhood. Their biggest complaint isthat kids do not play like
they did in the past. The park across from John's house israrely used by the neighborhood children.
John aso feds he was lucky to have a bike when he was a child; today's children have motorcycles and
cars.

Only afew families with young children remain in the area. Therest of the population is retired
persons. The people of Crescent Heights hope to encourage more retired people to live on the hill by
building senior citizens housing. John says.

"I look for housing say like for senior citizensto pop up through here. Crescent

Heights would be a good place because they have the new sawer system...l wouldn't

want to see none of these projects - like for dl these young guys wouldn't comein
because that's too much trouble.”

Environment

Very much like the people of Cod Center, the people of Crescent Heights enjoy the quiet of
isolation and have enjoyed farming and gathering in the past. John can recdl everyone having agarden
and never alawn with grass. He aso remembers being sent into the woods to gather berries or gpples.

Today he has no ideaif these plants or trees exist.

Richeyville
A few mileswest of Cdifornia, on route forty, isthe town of Richeyvillg, thisis where the portd
for Vedafour gill stands.
Ethnicity
Richeyville has astrong Scotch Irish group of people coming from local farm communities. The
other mgor group in the areais Eastern Europeans. The locd bar (the Friendship Inn) and the city



resdents gill maintain some of their past traditions.

During the 1970's the Friendship Inn was the popular polka hal on Friday and Saturday nights.
Later the interest in polka bands died out and the owner, Lou Gawsowski, could no longer afford to
hireaband. Today Friday night Karioke (thisisa"lip sync" to popular music contest) replaces the
polka bands.

Being Polish, Lou dill tries to sustain as many old world traditionsin the bar that he can. Ann,
hiswife claims that the reason Lou's business succeeded is because he was Polish and was wel comed
into the area by people of his same ethnicity. As| st in the bar this summer, | would hear Lou greet a
few customersin his native language as they entered the building. During the holidays Lou usudly fixes
traditiona Polish foods and sets Polish style appetizers on the bar for customers.

Lou aso mentioned another town's person who demongtrates his ethnic traditions by having a
Greek style pig roast every year. Thiswould be an interesting event to document. | was unable to
speak with any Greeks during my stay in Washington County.

Occupation

Mot of my information came from fairly young people (ages 25-40) and no one remembered
the early mining days. | was however, able to procure an idea of what the early seventieswerelikein
the mines

Like other towns | have mentioned, Richeyville was once a booming cod town. Thelocd
mines began to close in the late saventies and early eighties and the town never recovered. Some
closed because the demand for coal decreased, others closed because the coa seams were "tapped-
out," the Marianna mine remained closed after afire caused its closing.

The generd attitudes about the closing of the mines are mixed. Everyone would like more

industry in the areg, but not everyone feds sorry that they are no longer working in the mines. Rodney
Roher, an ex-cod miner feds that the money was so good in the mines that he would have never |€ft.

Now heisasupervisor a an ambulance company and enjoys his work more then he did when he was



mining. On the other hand, Norman Detrick feds the comradeship he experienced in the mine was
important to him. Norman remarked that he had a better sense of who he was when he worked in the
mines.

Mogt of the buildings for the Vesta four portd till stand vacant in Richeyville. Next to this
gructureis a club caled the Miners Club. Of course today no minors belong to the club but the name
dill remains. The only other tangible cultura expresson from the community are cod carvingsfrom a

man who is now deceased.

Rdigion

Many of the people in town travel to other locations to atend church because Richeyville has
only two churches, the Richeyville Community church and alocd catholic church. | did not have a
chance to spesk with anyone who attends these organizations. | wastold however, that each church

has picnic that are popular events.

Family and Community

Besides the Friendship Inn and the churches, the locd firehouse is the only other place in town
that provides community activities. Attracting college sudents from Cdifornia University dong with the
local townspeople, the Friendship Inn often hogts class reunions. One of the bar's drawing pointsis that
it has the largest variety of beers and liquor in the area. This atracts college students from Cdlifornia
Univergty dong with the loca towns people. Town council meetings and weddings are dso held in the
larger section of the bar.

Trying to encourage a community spirit Lou also has a bulletin board where he posts loca
activities and current news about the area. After | gave Lou my letter of introduction from the Stedl
Industry Heritage Corporation, he posted it on his board.

Thefire hal has Bingo weekly and sponsors an annua firemen's paradein thefdl. Donein

conjunction with other towns in the areg, This parade is the biggest socid event in Richeyville.



Like other people in Washington County, the other important socid evertsin the areaare
gports. Richeyville also hasits sports hero, Fred Pagoch. Owned by Fred's mother, The Blue

Diamond Girill isthe only other bar in town and aso functions as an important landmark in the area.

Environment

The modt interesting thing about Richeyvilleis how it relates to other communitiesin the area.
While | was talking to Rodney, Norman and Lou | became very confused as to where people were
from. | wastold they dl lived "here" (Which | thought was Richeyville) After speaking with Rodney
and Norman | discovered that they both live in nearby Bedlsville. Rodney was origindly from
Fredricktown. Eventudly | discovered that the people in the areagroup al of these towns, including
Marianna, together. They fed they belong more to the area then to a particular town.

Although Richeyvilleis an equa distance from both Uniontown and Washington, people from
the area are more likely to shop in Washington. No one could explain why they do this but Washington
isthelr choice. Whet isinteresting about thisisthat Cdiforniais only ten miles away and peoplein this
location usudly drive to Uniontown.

One of Richeyvillés mgor problemsiswater. The DER suggested awater system to the
borough that resulted in poor drinking water. This faulty syssem may be the reason Richeyville has as
many bars asit does churches.

People in Richeyville do not fed isolated, but Lou feds the opening of the Mon-Valey
expressway will create opportunities for new business. If Lou were younger he daims that he would
take advantage of this opportunity and expand hisbar. Instead Lou feds heistoo old for the business

and islooking to sdl the place.

Bentleyville and Ellsworth
Because of ther proximity the towns of Bentleyville and Ellsvorth amost blend perfectly.

Unlike other mergers of towns in Washington County, this union gppears to be more amicable. Both



towns support the same school and library system. My informants, Robert Umbel and Betty De Busk
were proud of the way the joint communities work together on projects. The main intention of my
interviews here was to find out about Bentleyville. 1 ended up spesking to two people who were not
from thistown. Robert Umbd isfrom afarm near Bentleyville and Betty De Busk isfrom Ellsworth.
Because of this confusion | found information on both Bentleyville and Ellsworth and would like to

discuss the area as one unit.

Ethnicity
As| moved west and farther from the Mon-Valey, | found a stronger Scotch-Irish influencein
Washington County. (Because Little Washington isalarger city influenced by other factors, | would
like to exclude it from the observation | have just made) Although other ethnic groupslivein the area
and dill maintain afew traditions, it is the Scotch-1rish group that | found predominating in this region.
When | inquired about people to interview, | was directed mostly to Scotch Irish citizens.
While spesking about important buildingsin Ellsworth, Robert Umbe mentioned the English influenced
company houses with the low-pitched roofs. Betty
De Busk aso belongs to the Daughters of the American Pioneers that promotes traditiond crafts that
originated from the British Ides such as quilting. Because of dominating ScotchIrish traditions, my brief
survey missed other ethnic groupsin this region.

Occupation

Farming was once the mgjor industry in the Bentleyville area until the early part of the twentieth
century. At thistime the cod and coke industry began to grow and many farmers sons left the field and
moved into town to mine coa or work &t the coke ovens.

For a short time, beehive coke ovens were located in Bentleyville on what now isa
supermarket. According to the people | spoke to, nothing remains of thisindustry. Robert Umbe

describes the early ovens. "At night, the smoke and the fire, the reflections- 1've heard about heaven and



I've heard about hell. It's about as near to looking like I think hell would look like" As the equipment
grew out of date, the ovens closed and mining became the mgor industry in the area. Because
Bentleyvilleisamgor exit on Interstate saventy today, some of the business lost from the mines was
picked-up by the service stops for travelers.

Although he could not remember why, Robert Umbe remembers Bentleyville as a dangerous
place. Growing up on anearby farm, my informant recdls that the people of Bentleyville had a
reputation of fighting with strangers from out of town. Reading the Bentleyvilles Sesquicentennid
catalogue, the strikes in 1922 were so0 severe that the areawas under martia law. Mr. Umbe may be
recaling part of these memories when he speaks about Bentleyvill€s character in the past.

Rdigion
| discovered that my area phone books did not cover Bentleyville after completing my
fidldwork; thus | was unable to gather information about churches. By thetime | redized this problem, it

was too late to solve. | would like to suggest at least atelephone survey of churchesin the area.

Family and Community

Bentleyvilles library and community center are the areds important buildings. The community
center offers karate, gymnastics and other classesfor children. Bentleyville dso has abowling dley that
provides entertainment for adults and children. Both Bentleyville and Blsworth have community parks
with a running track, playground equipment and benches.

Betty De Busk bdievesthat if something needs repaired or built, the people of both Bentleyville
and Ellsworth work together to accomplish their task. The Daughters of the American Pioneers help
encourage these activities. The group sponsors story telling intheloca library. The town's parks are
aso in good condition and are maintained by the people in the community.

The mgor sociad occasgonsin town are the firemen's parade and the Halloween parade. During



the fireman's parade in October, the community also holdsacarnival. Along with the parade of trucks
and high school bands, organizations in the area setup booths and sdll various foods and crafts. Food is

usually home baked cakes and pies, hot dogs and canned goods. Crafts are usualy quilts and ceramics.

Robert Umbel remembered two people in the area he felt were important, his cousin Chuckie
Ludit, who was awar hero in Monessen during the Korean war. The other man was an outlaw hero of
questionable virtue, Paul Jaworski. The outlaw belonged to a group called the Purple Gang and
supposedly killed twenty-five people. He moved from Detroit to Western Pennsylvania and stayed in a
farmhouse called the Bandit House.

| would like to include Robert Umbd amongst my list of expressive culture in the Bentleyville
area. Mr. Umbd isagood storytdler and has had quite afew interesting experiences to talk about. |
would recommend other interviews with Mr. Umbe and suggest people ligen to histgpe if oneistrying
to find out information about the Bentleyville area

Environment

Like Richeyville, the people of Bentleyville rdate very closdy to other townsin the area.
Besides Ellsworth, Cokeburg is included when speaking about the area. People generdly shopin
Washington but in the past they shopped in both Charleroi and Monongahela City.

Canning and other farming activities are very popular in the area. Robert Umbel believes that
Bentleyville will eventudly revert to the farming community thet it was originaly. Similar to other people

in the area he fed's environmenta organizations are keeping industry from moving into the area.

Washington (Goat Hill)
Ethnicity
The hill above Washington Stedl, known as goat Hill was originaly settled by working class



people from Poland. Although other ethnic groups lived in the areg, the Polish influence is the strongest
on the hill. Today, many Poles have moved out but their legacy remains with the organizations they
edtablished. Goat Hill has a Polish club, park and graveyard. Now owned by another group, the
origind church in the area was the Polish Nationa Catholic Church.

A resdent of the area said that ethnic relations were not dways that great on the hill. She dams
that Polish people did not like other Eastern European groups. Although she married a Polish man,
Aldean never fdt accepted into the family because she was Lithuanian.

Occupation

People on the hill worked in two places, the glass factory and the mill. In the early days, the mill

bel onged to another company that madetin. This closed and later became Washington Sted. In most

families the women worked and their main employer was the glass factory.

Rdigion

Rdigion and ethnicity are closdly tied together on Polish Hill. Holy Trinity Nationd Catholic
Church used to be the main church in the area. The Polish nationd Catholic Church began in Scranton,
Pennsylvania out of a need for ethnicity in the church. At one time, church membersleft the Roman
Catholic denomination to practice Polish cusoms that il exigt in the church today. On Polish hill, Irish
and Poles origindly fought over what denomination of Catholicism would be on the hill. Eventudly the
Poleswon.

Many non-Polish people belong to the church today but till continue Polish traditions. Every
Eadter the church blesses baskets of food and makes pierogies. Polish masses are no longer held,
however weekly services usudly included one hymn sung in Polish. Out of respect for the church's
history Fether Felix says he will dways sing a Polish hymn until the last Polish speaking person in the
church dies.

Aldean d =0 recdled adrama held on Easter in the Polish graveyard on goat hill. Every year the
neighborhood people reenacted the resurrection of Jesus with men dressed like Polish guards at the



front gate waiting for Christ to arrive. The event involved dl the townspeople and like other folk dramas
was partidly ritud.

Family and Community

People from the origina Polish community have moved to different areas in the country and in
Little Washington. Father Felix cdlaims that a Polish community does not exist anywhere in Washington
anymore. The Polish Nationd Catholic Church has moved to a new area and has |ess Poles atending
then other groups.

In the past however, the neighborhood was a closgly knit group of people. Everyone
participated in mgor life events such as weddings and funeral. Aldean can recdl her children dressing
up on the weekend to go to weddings in the neighborhood without invitations.

Environment

Washington isacity. However, like other stedl industry communities in Washington County,
Goat Hill was somewhat isolated from the rest of the town and depended on farming. Having only one
entrance into the neighborhood, the people on the hill developed a smdl village attitude. Every one
farmed and owned goats. Grape arbors and gardens were main staplesin the area. The hill acquired its

name because people could see the farms and goat eaten grass from a distance.

General overview of Washington County

Ethnicity

The maintenance of ethnic traditions is il important to the people of Washington County. Just
as today's adults practice fewer cultura customs, tomorrow's children will probably participate even less
in this endeavor. However, the ethnic groups in the past have made the Pittsburgh Steel region what it is

today and pieces of those old world customs will remain apart of this region for along time.



Many cultura expressions have become regiond trademarks. Words like Helupki and Heluski
are used by people of many ethnic backgrounds throughout Washington County. The traditions of the
Polish Cathalic church are being taught to non-Polish people. Polka bands till perform for public
events. Even thelogt traditions shaped the thinking of people who decide Americas futuretoday. Itis
aso possible that many of these traditions revea themsdlves in ways we have not discovered.

New immigrants like the Korean resdents in Cdiforniaand Victor Krachenko in Donora are
not ways enthusiagtic about being inthe area. Victor does not find the people in the area as friendly
and helpful as people he knew in the Ukraine. Kim Falk tried to speak with the Korean restaurant
owner in Cdiforniaand encountered res stance from this group. As much aswe like to think of
Americaasthe land of opportunity, perhapsit is not as easy to adjust aswethink. We aso often
forget that our earlier immigrants had smilar fedings about the United States. After dl the Eastern
Europeans who came here in the early 1900's faced the stigma of being a strike breaker and near
poverty wages.

The people in Washington County usudly celebrate their ability to live with dl ethnic groups.
For the most part | believe thisto be true. Most ethnic or raciad problems| have heard of in the area
seem minor to things | have heard of in other places. Instead of blaming racia or ethnic groups, the
people in Washington County are more likely to blame government and corporations for their problems.
Thiscould be because: 1. Of the Sted ared's past history with labor. 2. Class differences are not as
noticeable asin other places (most people in the area are working class) 3. Populations of African+

Americans are smdler and keep to themsdves.

Occupation

When people in the area were questioned about local heroes, they responded instead by naming
national sports figures, labor leader John L. Lewis or Franklin Roosevelt. Perhapsthered heroesin
Washington County are the workers, especialy coa miners. People often spoke with reverence about

ther relatives who worked in the mines. Obvioudy, this occupation is a very dangerous and



backbreaking job but some hero worship adso comes from the mythical characteristics of the job.

Like mythical gods and goddesses, coa minerstravel back and fourth into two different worlds;
the top of the earth and amagica place below the earth. In the early days, miners often |eft their home
before dawn and returned after dark. Miners aso had to have specid tools and wore specid clothes
for their jobs.

Throughout the area small shrines are dso erected to cod mining. Near Eighty Four
Pennsylvaniais an old mining cart out on someone's property. Someone in Cdifornia has saved the old
company sign for Jones and Laughlin. Cod carvings created by loca artists dso reflect this sentiment.
Most of the carvings are of the coa industry and express an emotiona sentiment about those dayss.

Although not given as much regard as cod miners, stled workers are aso considered important
to the people of Washington County. Everyone | spoke to fed that the sted worker deserves the pay he
receives. However, The personalities of these two workers appear to be alittle different.

Most of the sted workers | spoke to say they would never go into amine and work. A cod
miner will say the same thing about a sted mill. John Tylor and Herb Green are good examples of this
dichotomy. John fedls coa mines are dangerous and he does not trust his ability to know when a
problem will arise under ground. Herb fedls sted mills are dangerous because other people are
responsible for your safety. Herb feds more a home when he relies on his own ingincts for survival.

The mgority of people interviewed blame poor management, foreign production and
environmentd controls for the death of the sted industry. Other factors influencing mill closings such as
labor problems are only considered minor considerations. The main response to why the cod industry
collgpsed points to mechanization and lack of orders from steel companies.

Theinitid reaction to mill and mine closings was anger and defeat. Divorces, suicides and
vandalism often occurred after the shutdowns. Most workers who were able to find full time work
elsawhere took gpproximately four yearsto find their new jobs. Others have not found work and dedl
with the frugtration of living off welfare or with reatives. Many of the jobs open in thislocdity do not
pay the wages earned from the industry and people cannot support themselves on these sdlaries.



Those that have moved to other jobs miss the money and the fellowship provided by the mills
and mines. However, because of job uncertainty and the type of work they had to do, many people
would not go back to working for these indudtries if jobs became available.

Collectively most towns in Washington County have not adjusted to the loss of industry in the
area. Firgt towns dedlt with aloss of population and revenue. Now they face the deterioration of roads
and buildings they cannot afford to repair. As people age the future looks even grimmer, older relatives
will no longer be able to take care of their children who are unable to find work. Ten years ahead of
other towns in the arealin dedling with unemployment problems Donora is the only town | have seen that
has devel oped a plan that handles some of theseissues. It may take ten more years for the other towns
in Washington County to reach the point Donora hastoday. On the other hand these towns may never

this position.

Rdigion

Mogt of the churchesin the county maintain ethnic practices and carry a degree of politica
importance. Customs such as pierogi saes and quilting groups are very popular in many of the
neighborhood churches. People are willing to travel twenty to thirty milesto continue with parishes they
grew-up in. If someone has moved out of date they return to their parish whenever they are visiting.
The picnics of the Russian Orthodox Church, S. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Donora and the Syrian
Church in Monessen both inspired the appearance of loca poaliticians on special occasions.

As| mentioned in the Donora section of this report, the closing of neighborhood churches
threatens the support of some of these customs. Some customs have dready |eft the churches.
Parishes rarely offer foreign language services anymore. Once very wide spreed, private religious
schools aso face obsolescence.

Another regond practice rdaed to rdigion is the care and maintenance of graves. Usudly well
kept with flowers, area people visit these sites three or four timesayear. A more then usua amount of

people vidts gravesites once aweek. Even more interesting is the number of young men who frequent



the graves of rdatives on aregular bass. When | mentioned this to Father Fdlix of the Polish Nationd
Catholic Church, he suggested that thisis an Eastern European practice. If this convention originated

with Slavic people, it is practiced outside of the group today.

Community and family

Two important eements reflecting community in dl towns in Washington County are the
monuments to people who served in wars and the local firehouse. Every town has a monument to the
people who died serving their country called an honor roll. This practice could be related to the
patriotism in the Sovak Lutheran Church service | atended in Charleroi. For their 90th anniversary, S
John's Luthern Church held a specid service honoring the congregation that served in the armed serves.

A topic for future research could be to survey the same area over ayearstime, it ismy opinion that one
would find a continuing need to recognize past soldiers throughout the year.

Townsthat have afirehouse, often use ther hal for community activities like Bingo. Thesgnsin
front of the building aso announce important events such as weddings and anniversaries. Often the
dation's fund raising drive can dso become a socid event that attracts everyone in the town.

The family concerns of loca people are dealing with the departure of relatives because of lack
of employment and the lack of venues for entertainment. People in the area expect their children to
leave when they graduate from high school. Children who have moved away say they would move
back into the arealif they could find ajob. The other problem most parents worry about isthat their
children have no place for entertainment. Most towns need a community center that encourages
adolescent activities like sports or even aloca movietheater. Adults sate they could use more
entertainment by mentioning their desire for a sports complex. The mgority of people | spoketo

showed very little concern about the aging population in the area.

Environmentd

Ovedl, people in Washington County believe in usng the land for its maximum purpose.



Farming, gardening, hunting, mining and fishing al are popular in the area and reflect a very pragmatic
land use. Thisattitude conflicts with other organizations that want to preserve the land in its natura
form.  Environmenta agencies such asthe DER (Department of Environmental Resources) are rapidly
replacing cod barons for the postion of locd villain. The mgority of the people | spoke with fed
environmenta laws have gone too far and are stopping industry from coming into theregion. The DER
has also made recommendeations for sewer systems that proved to be disastrous. If a better relationship
is not established between environmental movements and the people of Washington County, serious

problems could surface.

Foodways
With the Exception of the occupeationa foodway's section my survey usudly only focuses on
Slovak-Americans in Washington County. A survey of Africant American and other ethnic group would
be a beneficia research project.

Occupation
The Miner and His Magical Lunch Bucket

The lunch bucket served both redistic and symbolic functions for the miner. According to
informants, the partitioned bucket that miners took back and forth to work met the needs of the miner.
The labor-intensive work of degp shaft cod mining resulted in specid egting habits. The bottom of the
bucket was used to carry water manually underground. The top of the bucket was filled with severd
sandwiches and a cake of some kind for dessert.

The miner dso packed enough food in his bucket for an extramed in case he was trapped
underground over night. The amount of sandwiches people took to work varies. An aticlein the
Brownsville newspaper suggested that one miner took as many as ten sandwichesto work. The people
| interviewed said they normally carried three or four sandwichesin their buckets.



Like uniforms for soldiers and policemen, the lunch bucket identified a person asaminer. While
watching avideo on Cdiforniain the 1930's, Betty Swartz would periodicaly point-out aminer by
saying "Thereés aminer. See hislunch bucket." Both Rodney Roher and Norman Detrick (an ex-miner)
aso remarked about afedling of pride when they received their first miner's lunch bucket.

Another important agpect to this anadysisis the reaction to the food that came out of the bucket.

Both the Brownsville newspaper and my informant Rodney Roher, claimed food that had been
underground tasted better then other food. On the basis of ord interviews, the Brownsville article
quoted a man that stated he waited impatiently until his father came hometo eat his father's leftover
food. Rodney Roher said he used to wait outside the Vesta four portal to persuade minersto share

their lunches with him. Rodney dso recdled a smilar reaction by his younger rdaives
"Food dways tagtes different in acod mine...I remember my little nieces and nephews, when |

come home from work in - they wanted it. (Herefersto food here) Because it

was under the ground- it tasted better when it came from under the ground...”

After food has been underground a chemical process may occur which could result in food
tagting differently. However, thisfood belief dso reinforces the premise that miners have amystica
quality. Consuming food that has been transported from the mysterious underworld could symbolicaly
help non-miners participate in the mythica experience. Rodney Roher expresses some of hisfedings

about this process:

"l remember going down to the mine when | was a kid and weatching the cod miners
go inand out of the mine. They had an outsde elevator. And | dways thought that it
would be awesome. | tried to get them guys to take me down in the mine...They were
adwaysredly niceto me- | wasn't supposed to be there... They'd share their lunch with
me and Stuff."

Not only does Rodney's satement indicate a feding of commradery with miners, but he aso indicates
the importance of sharing his food with this group of people. By sharing their food the miners were
initiating Rodney into the world beneath the ground

The Local Bar as the Passage Between Two Worlds



In hisarticle, "Passage to Play: Rituds of Drinking Timein American Society,” Joseph Gusfied
examines the ritua aspects of "Happy Hour" and drinking on Friday nights after work. The author
suggests that the locd bar functions as the passage from the weekly work world to the sacred world of
the weekend. Using Gudfidd's basic premise, | would like to suggest that the many of the barsin
Washington county performed smilar purposes for both sted and cod workers. Cod miners however,
arethe main emphasisin thisthess.

Louis Pettrucci and John Tylor both recadled miners consuming large quantities of dcohol on the
weekends. Miners would dress up and go to the local barsto eat, drink and dance. Occasiondly a
fight might even breakout at one of these bars. This of course was after the miner had worked from
sunup to sundown al week long. In the summer, a softball or football game commenced after work.
With the hard work done in the mines, how could these people have the energy to celebrate dl
weekend long? It ismy opinion that this behavior wasritua and that it helped the miner to livein his
two worlds.

By serving medls and offering recreation rooms, the bars in the area supported more then just
drinking activities. On Friday and Saturday nights the local bars served, fresh seafood, ethnic dinners or
steak. The quality of the food was good and indicated that the loca bar provided more then just
acohol. | would like to suggest that people came into the bar for more then just the purpose of
drinking. It was aso a gathering place where working class people can regroup before they enter into
the world of the weekend.

Before I go on with my argument | would like to say that | have not had the time to investigate
other factors that may govern heavy drinking activities. If | had moretime | would question both regular
citizensand local authorities about the incidence of acoholism in the area. This could have afactor in the
proposd | am giving a thistime,

If the miner's job had mythical characterigtics, the miner must be aware of the differences
between both worlds. Underground, the miner was congtantly listening for sounds or signs that
indicated adisaster. The biggest key to successful mining is knowing when to leave. John Tylor



remembered how some of the older miners successfully predicted the amount of timeit took for a
disagter to happen. Under these conditions, aworker had to be dert at dl times.

After work the miner shook off his surviva ingtincts and relaxed. The best way to do thiswas
through recreation. The local bar or abal game provided the miner with a place where he released his
aurviva forces and relaxed. When the miner went home he played the role of family provider and
citizen. Previoudy he was only looking out for his own surviva. At home he was respongble for his
family and his community.

The use of the bar as a passage between two worlds was used by other groups besides miners
but to the miner the trandition may have been more powerful. Severd barsin the area il offer the
recreation and food services provided to the miner. However, the miner stepped from aworld beneath
the earth and this may have commanded the more intense behavior that John Tylor and Louis Petrucc

spoke about.

Ethnic and Religious qudities of food

From the information | have received thus far in my research, both rdigious and ethnic food
traditions are passed through the femade in agroup. If aman marries awoman who is not amember of
his ethnic or religious group, that woman usualy makes an effort to cook the foods he has grown up
with. For example, Betty Swartz and her sgter-in-law learned to cook most of the foods she makes
today from her mother-in-law.

The husband's mother holds an important role in family life. If the wife does not learn her
husband's foodways, the son will continue to receive food from his mother. The mother-in-law's house
is aso the place for the holiday supper.

Although foods served in the church such as the communion wafer and the food baskets on
Eadter dill carry symbolic meaning, many Eastern European informants stated that the foods served in
the private holiday dinners no longer represents religious symbolism. Most people cannot recal the

sgnificance of the foods served during rituad meals. However, egting these foods functions as



reminders of the family's culturd identity.

Sometimes it is ot gppropriate to demondrate ethnic identity with the food. Because of the
Washington County Fair's broader apped, the name Heluski was not used for advertisng the sale of
cabbage and noodles. Thisway the dish becomes more regiona and its ethnicity is disguised.

Like heluski and helupki some foods are esten by the generd public. However, other foods are
dill only eaten within that ethnic group. Why? Are people concerned that certain foods may offend the
public? Asking this question and a further investigation of when ethnic foods are used over time could

provide an answer to this puzzle.

Higtorica and Regiond

In the past the independent farmer has shaped the variety of foodsin thearea. Although one
would think of Washington County as rurd, the variety of foods offered are more characteristic of a
large city. Every ethnic group brought their own seeds with them when they cameto thearea. Syrians
and Greeks planted grape arbors and the Belgians grew leeks. The variety of food also indicates the
connection this part of Washington County had to the rest of the world in the past. Additiona research
isrequired to find out if the food variety has changed from the past and what are the factors that have
caused these changes?

Another interesting point is how the past immigration created regiond dishes. As| mentioned
before, cabbage rolls and heluski are regiond dishes which will probably remain in the area after Eagtern

European groups become homogeneous with other cultures.

Results of Ethnographic Futures Questions
Most responses for the hope for the future were for better community facilities, like recrestion
centers and encouraging new people to move into the area. Fears are that thingswill continue as they
arenow. Mogt people think the Stuation in Washington County cannot get much worse. Others fear

that their town will ceaseto exi.



People hope that the Mont+valley expressway and Donora's new access road will bring new
indudtry inthe area. Small industries such as the Eighty-Four Lumber Company opening in Cdifornia
will bring some employment opportunitiesinto the area. The people of Washington County are dso

encouraged by people who are investing in Donora and California with new housing devel opments.

Ideasfor Public Programming

Overdl responsble tourism could be encouraged in the area. Tourism could start with people
who are interested in the culture because they participated in it at onetime. Many people have retired
and moved to Horida. Why not contact them and organize trips back into the area. Out-of-towners
often come back to visit, perhaps they would return more often if trips were organized. People who
have moved a so need to keep informed about the events that are going on in Washington County. A
quarterly newdetter could publish a caendar of events; let people know the loca news (excerpts from
the Mon-Valey Independent Newspaper's sound- off page published every Friday coud be a
possibility); and it also organize tour trips for the area.

If the roads are improved, a driving tour of the MonValley areawould be nice. Most towns
have enough parking facilities to accommodate any problems. A map could be made pointing out
important cultura and indudtrid stesdong theriver.

A ligting of some of local taents (both artistic and occupational) needs to be made. Many of the
cod and sted workers can aso be encouraged to go into the classroom and give guest lectures on loca
geography, geology or metdlurgy. An Education in the Arts program can aso be set-up in the area.
Judy Kovacik, ateacher from Donora, is interested in getting funding for these types of projects.
Perhaps organizations need to work with her so she can receive grant funding. Area schools can dso
be encourage to tour operating mining and sted facilitiesin the area.

Loca residents aso need to be utilized as interpreters for any cultura centers created by this
project. Included in these centers should be honor rolls of significant loca people or groups of people
and exhibits of art related to the stedl industry and cod. Along with ethnic crafts, the cod carvings



mentioned in my report can aso be used.

Because of Washington County's overal interest in recregtion for children, | suggest that cultura
gtes have leisure facilities geared towards youngsters.  Programs interesting adolescents are usudly in
the most demand. Some of this problem can be remedied by sponsoring contests and having children
helping with some of the programs.

With the closing of ethnic churches, group sponsored ritua events could be encouraged. This
can be done by using ritua objectsto stage public eventsthat are usudly private. A moda for this can
be found in an article written by Jack Santino in the book, Conservation of Culture,

Cdifornians need to reestablish ther identity with coa by having exhibits and revitdizing old
buildingsin Cod Center, Crescent Heights and in Cdifornia. 1t dso might help the university's
reputation if one of its buildings is used for an exhibits. The librarians of Donora have emphasized the
need for alarger space for their library. A reviva of the Spanish Fiestawould aso be aworthy project
for the area.

Areas | recommend for higtorica Stesare: Cement city, Vestafour porta, the California cod
office, public buildingsin Cod Center, English style houses in Ellswvorth and the Polish gathering places
on Goat Hill in Little Washington.
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APPENDIX 111
List of Names and Addressesin the Washington County area
Bentleyville

Bentleyville Public Library
931 Main

Bentleyville, PA
239-5122

Bentleyville Union Holiness Asan.
Rd. 1

Bentleyville, PA

239-2552

Bentleyville Veterans of Foreign Wars
200 Main

Bentleyville. PA

239-9965

Cdifornia
American Legion
John F. Kennedy Memorid Post #377
2nd and Union
Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-7320

Cdifornia Baptist Church
435 2nd St

Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-8555

CdiforniaHill Gun Club
RT. 88

Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-3480

CdiforniaPublic Library
Wood and Water
Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-2907

Cdifornia Center
750 Orchard Ave.



Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-3554

Church of the Nazarene
777 Promised Land Dr.
Cdifornia, PA
938-2589

1t Presbyterian Church

Full Gospe Church
5th And Green St
Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-7980

Gift Peddler

228 Wood St.
Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-8606

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
630 American

Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-7216

12 Pennsylvania Ave.
Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-9310

Mon-vdley Renaissance
Nat'l Pike

W. Uniontown, PA
438-0686

Sepesy'sInn
334 Third

Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-7663

United Chrigtian Church
Maden Rd.

Cdifornia, PA 15419
938-2270

Y oung Men's Club
1140 Edwards
Cdifornia, PA 15419



938-8708

Charleroi
American Citizens L'Avenir French Club Charleroi, PA
448 Conrad Ave. 483-4235
Charleroi, Pa
489-9771 Charleroi Cougar Booster Club
817 Washington Ave.
American Legion Club of Charleroi Charleroi, PA
234 Fdlowfidd Ave. 483-8448
Charleroi, PA
489-9825 Charleroi Elks Club
3rd and Falowfield
Bdgian Club Charleroi, PA
805 Meadow Ave. 483-6354
Charleroi, PA
489-9987 Charleroi Sportsman's Assn.
Gun Club Rd.
Bethany Bible Fellowship Charleroi, PA
Rd 2 483-7441
Charleroi, PA
483-1066 Chrigt Lutheran Church
6th and Washington
Cdvary Bible Church Charleroi, PA
509 Liberty Ave. 483-4908
N. Charleroi, PA
483-6108 Firg Chrigtian Church
Ffth Ave. Extensgon
Carroll TWP Socid Hall Charleroi, PA
Bard Ave. 489-9014 (Dr. George Hickok)
Monongahela, PA
4383-5401 Firgt United Methodist Church
6th and Lincoln
Carroll TWP Volunteer Fire Dept. Charleroi, PA
FleaMarket 483-2718
258-3552
Recreation Hdll Full Gospel Fellowship Church
379-5050 10th and Upper Crust
Charleroi, PA
Charleroi Archery Club 483-1747
5 St. Extenson
Charleroi, PA Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic Church
489-4777 828 Meadow Ave.
Charleroi, PA

Charleroi Community Park
Chamber Shopping Plaza

489-8622 (Rectory 483-8622)



Holy Trinity Orthodox Church

1000 Lookout Ave.
Charleroi, PA
489-4343

Charleroi-cont'

ItdiaUnita Club
8th and L ookout
Charleroi, PA
489-4665

Knights of Columbus
702 Falowfidd Ave.
Charleroi, PA
489-4776

Mother of Sorrows Church
3rd and Lincoln

Charleroi, PA

483-6182

Rectory- 230 Lookout Ave.
483-4572

Mount Sinal Baptist Church
Brushton Ave.

Charleroi, PA

483-9940

Presbyterian Church of Charlero

5th and Lincoln
Charleroi, PA
483-5861

Reorganized Church of Jesus Chrigt of Latter

Day Saints

5th and Washington
Charleroi, PA
483-6063

Speers United Methodist Church

Rebecca St.

Speers Hill, PA
483-2372

St. Jerome's Church
624 Washington Ave

Charleroi, PA
483-5533

. John's Lutheran Church 327 Washington

Ave.
Charleroi, PA
489-9645

St Mary's Episcopa Church
509 6th St.

Charleroi, PA

483-4072

Savic Citizens Club
Rt 501 Center Ave.
Lock No. 4
Charleroi, PA
489-9977

Sovak Club

7th and McKean
Charleroi, PA
483-6786



Coa Center

Cod Bin Tavern

Water and Spring
Coal Center, PA

938-8727

Cod Center Boro of Council Chamber
938-2256

Daisytown/Cresent Heights

Daisytown Athletic Club
938-8225

Daisytown United Presbyterian Church
Crescent Heights, Daisytown
938-8449

Garwood Southern Baptist Church
Rt 481

Daisytown, PA

938-7431

Hungarian Club
Daisytown
938-8686

. Mary's (Catholic) Church
Daisytown
938-9710

Donora

American Croatian Citizens Club
4th and Castner Ave.

Donora, PA

379-4871

American Russan Politicad and Beneficid Club of Donora
RR 502 McKean Ave.

Donora, PA

379-9902

Bethlehem Temple



713 Allen Ave.
Donora, PA
379-6421

Cavary United Presbyterian Church
800 Thompson Ave.

Donora, PA

379-8285

Church of God in Chrigt
1004 McKean Ave.
Donora, PA

379-6746

Donora Chamber of Commerce
638 McKean

Donora, PA

379-5929

Donora Community Center
7th and Mckean Ave
Donora, PA

379-9961

Donora Digtrict Camp Fire
7th St and McKean
Donora, PA

379-8684

Donora Elks Club
429 Meldon Ave.
Donora, PA
379-6080

Donora Public Library
676 McKean Ave.
Donora, PA

Emanue Baptist Church
2nd and Castner
Donora, PA

379-8750

First Baptist Church of Donora
541 Allen Ave.

Donora, PA

379-9380



First United Methodist Church
5th and Thompson

Donora, PA

379-6744

Pastor-Rev. Kenneth M Lashen

Holy Name of Blessed Virgin Church (Latin Rite)
320 2nd St.

Donora, PA

379-7961 (closng?)

Monongahda Valey Lodge
| BPOE of W. No. 208
761 Meldon Ave.

Donora, PA

379-9944

Polish Aid Society
557 Meldon Ave.
Donora, PA
379-7744

Polish Falcons Nest No. 247
654 Thompson Ave.
Donora, PA

379-7668

Quinn Chape AME(Methodist)
317 1t St

Donora, PA

379-5507

. Charles Church (Latin Rite)
735 Thompson Ave.

Donora, PA
379=-4689(Closing?)

St. Dominic Catholic Church
6th and Thompson

Donora, PA

379-9968

S. Dominic's Men's Club
6th and Thompson Ave.
Donora, PA

379-7084

St. John's Episcopa Church



10th St. and Thompson
Donora, PA
379-8871

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
St Nicholas Dr.

Donora, PA

379-7540

. Paul Baptist Church
S. McKean Ave.
Donora, PA
379-5838

. Philip Neri Church Rectory
2nd St Extension

Donora, PA

379-7777

Sovak Political and Beneficid Asan.
922 Melson Ave.

Donora, PA

379-9912

Sons of Ity # 1676
400 McKean Ave.
Donora, PA
379-9945

Spanish Club
13th and Meldon
Donora, PA
379-9871

Trinity Lutheran Church
10th and McKean
Donora, PA

379-8882

Fredericktown

Blue Diamond Grill
RD1
Fredericktown, PA
757-6315



Richeyville
Richeyville Community Church

757-2202
Washington
Holy Trinity Nationa Catholic Church Pulaski Club
650 Hewitt Ave. 1180 Summerlea Ave
Washington, PA 15301 Washington, PA
225-1895 222-9789
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Washington County Calendar of Events, 1992

FEBRUARY

February 5-May 24
"Washington County Remembers WWII." Exhibit: Washington Co. Historical Society.

MARCH

March 13 and 14
Washington County Agriculturd Days. Washington Co. mdl.

March 18
Spring Fashion Show: Charleroi High School Auditorium.

APRIL

April 4
10th Annud Higtory Conference: Washington and Jefferson College.

April 11
Eagter Egg Hunt: Monongahela

MAY



May 1-December 15
The Bradford House: Washington.

May 8
" Wadt Harper and dl That Jazz" concert: Monongahda

May 8-9
Red Bud Arts festivd: Monongahda

May 16 & 17
Nationa Pike Festiva: Towns and villages dong Rte 40.

Nay 23
Peters Township Community Day: Petersvood Park.

May 30 & 31
1992 Washington County Airshow-Wings of Magic: Washington County Airport.

JUNE
June6 & 7
Living History Days. Meadowcroft Village. Avdla, PA.
June 10-12
Magic City Days. Charleroi

June 17- November 1
"19th Century Medicine and Apothecary,” exhibit: Washington County Historical Society.

June 18-20
Summer Street Festiva: Downton, Washington.

June 26-28
Ringgold Roundup & World Championship Rodeo: Van Voorhis Lane and Route 481.

June 27 & 28
Trolley Far: Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.

June 28
Concert on the Green: Meadowcroft Village, Avdla

JULY

Jduly 2-5
Roaller Skating Championship: Donora.



July 4
Canonsburg Celebration and Parade.

July 4
Monongahela Area Fourth of July Fireworks Celebration.

July 14
New Eagle AARP Annud Picnic.

Jduly 19
Summerfest: Meadowcroft Village, Avella

July 24
Pierogi Sde: Holy Name of Mary Catholic Church, Donora.

Jduly 24-26
Trandiguration Summer Festivd: Monongahela.

Jduly 26
Grocery Socid: Holy Ghogt Church, Charleroi.

End of July
Area Senior Citizens Annua Picnic; Charleroi.

AUGUST
August
Farmers Market: Charlerai.

August
Various towns have their annud community picnic in Kennywood Park.

August 1
Outdoor Country Music Show: Mt. Pleasant Twp.

Augus 5
Monongahela community picnic at Kennywood.

August 7-9

Nationa Pike Steam Gas and Horse Association: Malden off of Rte 40.

August 7-9
Monongahela River Fegtiva

August 7-9
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S. Dominic's 90th anniversary celebration.

Augus 8
Ficnic a the Y oung Men's Club: Cdifornia

August 8& 9
Town & Country Arts Festival: Monongahda

August 11-16
Adios Week: Ladbroke at the Meadows.

August 13-15
Donora Ethnic Days

August 14
NAACP Annua Family Unity Day picnic: Kennywood park.

Augudt 16
Polkafest: Meadowcroft Village, Avdla

August 14-21
Pny League World Series: Washington.

August 16-23
Washington County Fair: Washington.

August 23
Scottish Heritage Day: Washington.

SEPTEMBER

September

90th anniversary of . John's Evangdicd Lutheran: Charleroi.

September
Pierogi sde Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, Cdifornia

September 7-12
West Alexander Fair.

September 10-12
Fadl Fegtivd: Charleroi

September 11-13

36th Annud Tri-gate Higtorica Steam Engine Association Show: Minerd Beach.
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September 12
Little Great Race: Charleroi

September 12
Longbranch Grange Fall Festival.

September 13
Music in the Country: Meadowcroft Village, Avela

September 19 & 20
Covered Bridge Fedtival.

September 26-27, October 3-4
Aum Run Fall Fedtivd: Bedlsville.

September 26 & 27
Cecil Township Indian Summer Fedtivdl.

OCTOBER

October
Claysville Fal Harvest.

October 3& 4
Apple Fegtival: Mt. Pleasant twp.

October 9
Halloween Parade: Monongahda.
(Other parades in Cdiforniaand Richeyville)

October 9-11
Houston Pumpkin Festival.

Mid-October
Firemen's parade and Carniville: Richeyville and Dentleyville.

October 17 & 18
Corn Husk Festival: Meadowcroft Village.

October 17 & 18,24 & 25

"The Street Car Named Expire," exhibit: Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.
October 23

Pet Haloween Contest: Washington Mall.

NOVEMBER



November 21
Mid-Mon Vdley light: Monongahela

Thanksgiving weekend
Candldight and Carals: Scenery Hill.

November 27-29 and December 5 & 6
Santa Trolley: Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.

November 27
Donora Light-up-nite.

November 27-December 13
Chrismas tours. LeMoyne House, Washington.

DECEMBER
December 4-6
Colonid Christmeas at the Bradford House: Washington.
December 5 & 6
Meadowcroft's Country Christmas
December 6

Chrigtmas in the Park: Monongahela

December 6
Tree Lighting Ceremony: Washington.

December 13

Christmas Party for our Orphaned Animas. Washington County Humane Society, Eighty-Four, PA.
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